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CONTAINING OBSERVATIONS ON 



CUSTOMS, 
MANNERS, 
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ARTS, 
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' * 'Wth a particular Account of the 

COURTS OF MECKLENBURG. 

In a Series of Letters to a Friend, 

By THOMAS NUGENT, LL.D. 

Fellow pF the Society of ANTiqvAiuEs. 
p 
Pmbelliflied with elegant Cuts of the Palaces and Gardeks 
of the Dukes of Mecklenburg. 



fllud eft in cogmtione regionum falubre ac fruBlferum^mnis ie exempt do- 
cumenta httueri \ indeqtutibiy tuaque patriot, quodimitare capias* 

TiT.Liv.init. 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 



VOL. L 



L O N D O Nt 

feinted for Edward and Charles Dilly, in the Poul^, 
MDC^XVIII, 
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' ^O HEk GRACE 

JE L I Z A B E T ri, 

DUCHESS Of NORTHUMBERLAND: 

m kER bWlSl RIGHT 

]6AR0NESS PERCY, LUCY, POYNINGS, 
FlTifc-fAYN£, BRYAN, AND LATIlkiBR. 



^ MADAM, 

YdUit Grace's taftei for tiaveliing, 
as well as for every elegant re- 
finement of life, encourages me to 
hope, that the following iheets wiU 
be fo fortunate as to attract your eye, 
in the filent retiremeint of {dmt vacaixr 
hour. They contain the d^fcriptioa 
of a country dear to every Briton^ and 
81 2 dear 
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dear particularly to yoiir" Grace, for 
beiai; th* birth^jlacc of a great vPriii- 
cefs, whofe eminent virtues adorn the 
duone of thefe realms, and captivate 
the affedtions of a brave and loyal 
people. They contain the; out-lines 
of courts not unworthy of your cu- 
riofity } where, amidflL all the fplen- 
did embellifliments of fociety, truth, 
honour, and fincerity, are ftill the pre- 
vailing principles of a numerous and 
ancient nobility. And here a, way fair- 
ly opens itfelf before me, "to draw a 
p;^aUGl bf twteni the , 9mg^i^ ibeiktre" 
\s;here your Grace a(5V^ fo ihming a 
port, and thofe fcweign iqourjts^ wlioie 
chiar^c^erS' I have beeft ^ happy ^ to 
obCerv^ afid admii^a Btu t3p^ tfiik ^ 
tjpo air4uo^8i Were I to.^^^mpt: t© ^q* 
fofibc.the omai^eiits ^f tlie B^kifii 
g^mt, I might pl^cerycMir.Qpaqe ia .the. 

foremoft 
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for««K)ft liank, afld ex|>atiate on thtf 
^ft gk)*ic8 of yotur renowned ancef- 
votSf whofe virtues, as well as large 
poffeffions, you happily inherit: I 
might endeavour to paint thofe con- 
jugal perfeftions, which endear you 
to your truly noble and generous 
confort, and render you a complete 
model of domeftic felicity: I might 
extol your fplendor and magnificence,' 
by which you fupport the dignity 
and name of the Great Percies: 
I might delineate your goodnefs, 
your affability, your generofity, your 

. But the coniideration of 

your delicacy flops my pen ; and 
I am apprehenfive of offending, when 
I only mean to court your patronage. 
My ambition is fatisfied j the ambi** 
tion of flieltering thefe papers under 
>'our.aufpiciou& name, and of being 

per- 
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pennuted, thus publicly, to declare 
the profound veneration and efteem 
with which I have the honour to 
fubfcribe myfelf, 



MADAM, 



YOUR GRACE'* 



MOST HUMBLE. 



iVKJSt DfiVOTED, ado 



y^lOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 



• Gr»y'«Inn, 
Feb. lo, 176!. 

THO. NtJGENT. 
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AD VE RT I S EME NT. 

TH E following letters were committed 
to the pi-efs, exadtly in their native 
fimplicity. This, perhaps, has occafioned a 
few repetitions, and a recital of particulars, 
which ,may appear unintcrefting to fomc 
readers. The author, however, on iiib- 
mitting them to public view, did not chulc 
to make any alteratioti in their drefs : this 
would have too much the appearance of art; 
and letters to a friend, fuch as thefe, fhould 
fiifcovcr none. They are the efFufions of a 
heart warnied with fcntiments of afFecftion. 
The tafte of readers is various ; and what 
appears minute and trifling to many, is to 
cjthers, at leaft, a matter of entertainment. 
The author's defign in going abroad, was to 
improve his Hiflory of Vandalia, by invef- 
tigating things at the fountain-head. This 
)ias induced him carefully to ftudy the vari- 
ous fcenes of life, and the humours and 
charaifters of men, from the prince to the 
cptagerV agreeably to the words of a very 
ingenious female traveller *, Pour connoitre 
au vrai les mceurs des pais^ nous examinons les 
fabanes. If we view things in a philofo- 
phic light, are not the occupations of the 
farmer, the gardener, and the artificer, as in- 
jflruftive and interefting a fubjeft, as plays, 

♦ MacUm dc Boccage. 

operas7 
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operas^ and other ftfhiondblc T^tcrtaip-f 

mcnts ? Thefe the author, however, has not 

omitted, when they came in his way, merely 

cc with the prevailing tafte. A 

ticrally makes himielf the hcrp 

, by reciting his hardships and 

U fAo?^ vr^^a xA«w8i» : the au- 

owed the example of his prede*^ 

I if this has fometimes rendered 

Ibnal, he humbly hopes lor the 

reader's indulgence. Thougb no poet, he ts^ 

an admirer of the Mufes^ and has been na«- 

turallyled to interfperie thefe Letters withr 

feveral paffagcs from our beft writers, which 

helped to footh fbme toilfi^me feefte^, attdj^ 

pernaps^ will contribute to enliven the tiarr 

iration. This is all he thinks proper to meH- 

tion by way of apology; the necefllty of any^ 

farther preface is fuperfeded by the begin-? 

ning of the firft letter* 



S. Since the author's departure from Strelitz, he ha& receiyc4 
the melancholy news, that Madam de Dewit? and MademoN 
felle dc RaucbDar are no more. The latter wap ripe for hc» 
diffolution 5 but the incomparable Madam de Dewitz was 
fioiatched away in the bloom of youth, to the inexpreftible grief 
of all who had the happinefs of knowing her. Among the rcil 
the author pays his Imcere tribute of tears to her revered an4 
much lamented mancc. . 
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L E t T E R I. 



^knAwff Augujt 21, 1766, 



DejLX.SiRi ;: 



r> T A^^^^^ ^^ ^ imagine, when firft I 
ii»^ J»* «a^8*«<ook to write the hiftory of 
i X T life6klelMb€itg, thi^ this attempt 
**^"^ wotti^ be ppoAiftiv€ of a tour ta 
Gefmanyrafitd confefutotfy expofe me to a 
Ibi^s^ of 4£ElStcidtie9 and perils: hut faitfeems 
to have been decreed: from a caufe fo very re- 
mote, by a {{range combination of ch-cum- 
ftftnce^ a(ft^V4&nt J^as happened, which even at 
^s tim^^l^ my own mind with amazement 
You may r^ftsliinber, that upon a review of my 
material for the- fecond volume of the Hiftory' 
of VancMta, I i^und them a great deal too 
fcanty and defaflive j and from that time, I' 
¥o^L. I, B became 
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beciame fenfible oif the propriety, or. rather ex- 
pediency, of undertaking a journey to Mecklen- 
burg, in order to explore new fources, and to 
carry on my inquiries at. the fountain-head. 
Purius ex ipfo fonfebihuntur aqua. I flattered my* 
felf, from the connexions I had already formed 
abroad, that upon my arrival in that country, 
the public archives and records would be open 
to niQ^ and tjiat I fliould, moreover, havf fre- 
quentiopportftnitie^ of conferring with thTc li- 
terati, and thereby acquiring fuch intelli- 
gence as might enable me to difpel the clouds 
of conjedure and fidion, and to fill up the 
fpaces that I found vacant in fome periods of 
my hiftory. At the fame time, I pleafed myfelf 
with the idea of attaining a more accurate 
knowledge of the topography of that dutchy ; 
i|s alfo of the cuftoms; an4 tfanners of the in- 
habitants, from my Qwn oljferyatiou and expe-, 
rience, and of rectifying any miftakes I might 
Ijave cqnmiitted in the defcription of a province 
which I had n^ver vifited, and concerning 
which my materials fometimes -afforded me but 
^ very imperfed; and glimmering light. 

This expedition, I muft own, at the fame time- 
flattered my vanity, to think that I Was con- 
forming, in fome meafure, to the. practice of 
the ancients, whofe earliefl: writings, and par- ' 
ticularly their hiftories, confift chiefly of the 
relations of thofe who attained their know-^ 
ledge, by foreign travel: and perhaps, upon a ; 
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ftrid examination, you will find, that among the 
hiftorical relations of moft countries, the greater 
part have been compofed by foreigners. I 
ihould tire you with quotations (and this is not 
a place for fuch pedantry) were I to enter into 
a proof of this affertion; befides, you arc too 
well acquainted with antiquity, to need any 
authority in fupport of the argument. I fhall 
only take notice to you, that one of the greateft 
men of the laft century, in a letter to a friend, 
concerning Jiis manner of entering upon the 
ftudy of the Roman hiftory, advifes him to per- 
ufe the Greek hiftorians of that powerful ftate, 
in preference to the Latin ; and the reafon he af- 
figns, is^ that foreigners are infinitely more dili-» 
gent in obferving the manners, cuftoms, laws, 
and ceremonies, of a diftant nation, than the 
natives of the country. 

Yet in acquainting you with the motive of 
my travels, I muft be ingenuous, and not im- 
pute them intirely to the defire of inftruftion 
and knowledge. I have not the ambition of be- 
ing ranked among the number of thofe great 
men, the Pythagoras's, the Solons, th^ Plato's, 
who travelled into remote parts in purfuit 
of fcience ; and after a feries of toilfome inqui- 
ries, enriched themfelves with the fpoils of phi- 
lofophy, and the polite arts, by a frequent 
converfation with the fages, and the ingenious 
artifts of foreign nations. The confideration of 
my health was a collateral inducement to em- 

B 2 bark 
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ba^k in tliis hskzardoms voyage. Ton know I 
had contra^ed a diforder in my ftomach^ by at . 
too clofe supplication, and by a fedcntanry Hfe* I 
was likcwife trouibled witk riieimiaiic pam% 
from frequent colds^ th« con&^umce ofnert ex-, 
pofittg myfdf fiifficientjy to tbc open air, Afea-t 
voyagt I hoped woidd be of greit rdkf to ma 
tinder thefe complaints ; and indeed the event 
has already anfwered my moft f^g^e espec^ . 
tations. 

I remember I promifed you^ gtt my depaFtnre^ 
to write to you from time to time^ sukI to g^ve 
youfucfa accounts of my travek as mi^t ferve 
at leatft as a mark of my friewKh^ for yoa> if 
not contribute tO[.7!OuaF amu£em«nt. I intend to 
i^cep my word ; if \ fbould prove troublefome, 
Hame yoipfelf^ as dxe correfpondence is efta- 
blifhed at your own defire, or rather com* 
mand, to ctwnply with which I think it my 
duty. I cannot fay how far you ^ill be enter* 
titined, or whether you ¥rill be at all enter- 
tained with the account of my. itinerary ; but 
as I know that truth is your chief aim in 
reading, you naay depend upon my * conform- 
ing ta it with the utmoft exaftnefs j and what- 
ever may be M^anting in the importance of 
the ftibjecl,^ will be compenfated, I hope, by 
the fidelity of my intdligence. I fliall.fumifh 
you with little more than fads, either falling 
within my own obfervation and knowledge, 
or fuch as I know to be properly attefted. I. 

Ihall 



Digitized by 



Googk 



L E T T ^ R L 5 

IhaircndeaTcmr to be acquainted wiA the cuf- 
toms anxl maniieiis of the people ; as well as to 
furvcy the country, and to take an ^exaft notice 
of its principal curioMes. The latter are gc- 
neraHy the objed of travdlers ; but the former 
are mor^ worthy of their obfervation, as hav- 
ing a greater tendency to iftipnove their manners, 
to remove the nairow prgudices of education, 
and to fill their minds with more generous and 
irianly conceptions. 

I fet out from London on Thurfday Morn- 
ing, Auguft 7, ij66y in company with my 
friend M, D. Who was defirous of feeing the 
city of Hamburg. We reached Gravefend that 
fame day, and there waited till Saturday in the 
afternoon for the arrival of a Hamburg fliip, 
having agreed with the caj)tain at London, for 
our paffage. Sunday in the afternoon we fell 
down the river, the weather exceeding fine, 
but the wind contrary ; fo that we were obliged 
to tide it to Oailey bay near Orford Nefs, 
where we arrived on Tuefday about eight in 
the evening, and caft anchor. Th^re we lay in 
cxpeftation of a fair wind till Thurfday Morn- 
ing, when a wefterly breeze fpringing up be- 
twein thric and four, our capteiin weighed 
anchor, and we foon came within fight of Leo- 
ftofF, the laft point of land on that coaft; then 
leaving it at fome diftance on the left, we ftood 
effto fiia, and loft fight of the Englilh flxore about 
B 3 two 
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two ia the afternoon, the 14th of Auguft. The 
diftance from Orford Nefs to the firft land on 
the German coaft is 336 Englifti miles. From 
Thurfday the 14th, till Sunday the 17 th, the 
wind proved variable. But early the 17 th in the 
morning it blew full north ; when we began to 
make a confiderable progrefs, and between five 
and fix in the evening, we efpied Heilegeland, to 
my inexprefllble fatisfaction, who had not en- 
dured fuch long confinement at fea for many 
years, fo that I could not forbear crying out, 
Italiamy Italtam. The pleafure a perfon feels on 
the fight of land, after a tedious navigation 
(and this was.really fuch) brings to my mind 
thefe fine lines of Taffo, with which you have 
been fo often charmed. 

Cost di naviganti audace ftuolo^ 

Che muova a ricer car eftranto lido^ 

Ed in mar dubbiofo Jot to igruoto foh 

jPruovi r onde fallaciy e*l vento infido^ 

S*aljin dtfcuofre il dejiato fuoloj 

Ilfaluta da lungi in Heto gridoy 

E r uno a P altro il mojlra^ ed in tanto oblia 

La noja eUmal della fajfata via. 

To failors thus, who wand'ring on the main, 
Have long explored fome dillant coafts in 

vain. 
In feas unknown and foreign regions loft, - 
By ftormy winds and faithleis billows toft ; 

If 
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If chance at length th' expeftpd land appear. 
With joyful fliouts they hail it from a^far ;- 
They point with rapture to the wifli'd-for 

fliore. 
And dream of former toils and fears no 

more ^. 

In the courfe of this voyage fcarce any thing 
happened worthy of particular notice, and yet 
I fhall mention a few trifles, for want of matters 
of more importance. Though my friend and I 
had agreed to pay a very good price for our 
paflage, and were to be fupplied with frefh pro- 
vifions, we fared extremely ill the whole voyage. 
Our governor fed us chiefly with eggs, ftewed 
cabbage, ft:ock-fifti, kidney beans and bacon with-, 
out end, and hung beef as fait as brine. It is 
tfue we had a little mutton on board, which 
the captain had bought at Gravefend ; but it 
fbon began to putrify ; and Heave you to judge 
whether my friend or I had any ftomach to re- 
lifli it. In order to preferve this fame mutton, 
the failors hung it up in the fun, and waflied 
it frequently with falt-water, which gave it a 
moft difagreeable tafte. We had two Rufliah 
paflengers on board, who did not feem to difi 
like this homely kind of fare ; but they took 
care to ftifle the difagreeable effefts of it, by 
an inceflant fumigation of tobacco, and a moft 
copious potation of fpirituous liquors, 

• Hoole's tranflation of Taflb, lib. iii. 

B 4 Therc^ 
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. !%«« happened, iowerer, a circnmaancc, 
v^hkh fomewhat (ille^ted our difirelfi : The 
Vreati^er being retnarita}*5r fine, the i^ilpi* and 
fome poor paffengers in the hold aavufod thcm- 
felves every day with catching of moc&e^d. My 
friend and I gave them money to «ttcourage , 
them ; and the fruit of their induftry proved 
the chief article of our fuftenancc the beft part 
of the voyage. Tliey continued very fucccft* 
ful in their fifliery, till we approached near 
Heilegeland ; and a confidcrable quantity of 
the mackerel were falted and dried in the fun, 
in order to be carried to Hamburg, where thejr. 
are reckoned an exquifite ragout. 

Among other nuifances we met with, there 
was a hog on deck, which gave us frequent dif- 
turbance by the roughnefs and indelicacy of his 
mufic ; tny friend and I, however, comforted 
ourfelves with the notion that tlus complaint 
would foon be at an end, fondly imagining that 
the animal was deftincd for our table in the 
courfe of the voyage. Biit, upon enquiry, we 
found ourfelves miftaken j the captain, being an 
excellent ceconomift, Vt^as ufcd to train up thofe 
filthy brutes in his veflel, in order to fatten 
them with the wa£h, and afterwards fell them 
fpr the Hamburg market. 

I do i^ot mention thefe particulars as' a mark* 
of any great hardfliip I fuftamcd, for I thank 
heaven I can accommodate myfdf to the inv . 
conveniencie^ of travelling with as much philo. 
. ' fpphy 
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ikijfity MA sAoA ^^leibut I could n6t Jielp tal^^ 
iog mMk^ ^ fucii bekaviour^ bs a fiiofi flagrant 
iaftftnce of iittiK)iit&^ in ike captain. Tbis.aaay 
lerve as a caution to fOG or any of your friends^ 
"who ftkonAd imfptn jiereafter to embark on 
boaffd OB€ <3f th€fy vefibls^ always to lay in a 
flock t>f 'GroOk provi^oo^^ odierwifis they may 
depend on very hard treatment And yet this 
feipofic^ ^loMT wa^ the grcateft pretender to 
Tctigioa itnUginalde ; his raea were called up 
twice a day, naoraing and evening, to prayers j 
when th^Y ^^^ joined in hymns and pious canti* 
des witfe the Utmoft fervency and derotioiu 
This I do not mention to tlie diipraiie of the 
common mjiriners, for their behaviour was in 
every r^fpeft anfwerable to their profeflions of 
religion ; and during the whdie voyage, I ob* 
fervid nothing that could be objected to their 
con4tKft- 1 muft except one thing, which gave 
effe/ice, namely, their fraoaking continually 
under deck, and knocking their pipes out in 
the midft of combuftible matter, which made 
me V often apprehenfive they would fet fire to 
the veffel. But the poor men had the captain's 
exMiple to encourage them in this laudable 
praftice : I have feen this fellow frequently lie 
down to fleep with a lighted pipe in his mouth j 
when, alarmed with the fenfe of danger, I have 
watched him till h? h?d imoked it ou.t, and r^^ 

fignQd 
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ligned himfelf into the arms of Morpheus. This 
I have been informed, was not a particular in- 
fiance with regard to our fliip, but is the gene- 
ral pradice of all the Hamburg traders. And 
for that very reafon I would never venture on 
board one of them again, when there was a 
poffibility of being accommodated with an En- 
glifli veffeL 

. But I beg your pardon for, dwelling fo 
long on trifles : I return, now to Heilegeland, 
that wiflied-fbr objed, which, as I mentioned 
already, we came in fight of on Sunday the 
lyth, between five and fix in the evening. My 
friend and I were now in high fpirits, expecting 
to enter the Elbe that night, and to land at 
Hamburg the day following. We might eafily 
have reached Heilegeland before night, the 
wind was fair, and the weather moft propitious : 
but our captain, after fome confultation, de- 
clined entering the river in the dark, al- 
ledging he had too valuable a' cargo on board 
to expofe himfelf to any unheceffary riiks. He 
told us that the . entrance of the Elbe, though 
fo wide and fpacious a river, was very dange- 
rous, on account of the numerous rocks and 
banks on each fide of the proper bed or 
channel, which is extremely narrow. He 
determined therefore to flacken. fail, and 
lye by till day-break; and then we might 
proceed without danger. For my part, I was 
forry to protraft my ftay any longer under 

his 
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liis dominion; yet what he alledged was very 
reafonable, and 'provjed to be well founded, 
though at that time we imputed it to his ti- 
midity. Between nine and tfen w? faw the light 
at the beacon on Heilegeland ; and, after our 
ufual homdy repaft, we betook our-felves to 
reft, pleafed with the profpcct of being foon re- 
leafed from our floating prifon. 

My impatience to have a full view of Heilc- 
gehmd, prevented me from enjoying peace- 
ful flumbers; fo that I rofe between two and 
three, when our captain was preparing to get 
under fail; and by three we began once 
more to advance in our courfe, with a gentle 
breeze, which curled the fmoothnefs of the 
glafly ocean. The fcene was animating, aftd 
truly pichirefque ; the gay morning fmiled in 
the eaftern Iky, and the fun, juft mounting the 
Jiorizon, tinged the firmament with ruddy 
ftreaks of fire, which difclofed to our view the 
lofty* cliffs of this celebrated ifland. We did 
not go afhore, but the enquiries I have mad^ 
enable me to give you a fliort defcription 
of it 

This ifland feems to be providentially fituated 
for the navigation of the Elbe, from the mouth 
jof which it is diftant about twenty- four miles. 
In confequence of the narrow channel of that 
.river, and the badnefs of the coaft, "vi^hich 
is all a j&at lhore,.>the entrance would be very 

dangerous. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



f2 L E T T E H L 

flatigercrus, tf iicH: impra^cabte, twthout fttch 
ti Thiaros to dire<% the maitners* For tliis ^or- 
pofe the Hambiirg^^ hoive bailt oti tke iit^eJb 
part of the iflatid) a iight-hoiiie) wUch it iBip-' 
plied with coah at their expeaee; with the 
pcrmiffion, however, of the Idiig of DenmariE^ 
tehom the ifla&d belotigd. It is £dd to hatt 
been formerly of a much largei* extent; b« by 
difiereiit intmdatiOHS, the laft of which was in 
1(^49, thegreateft part &f 4t was walhcd away. 
The finill fpot remaining k divided into the 
upper ifland, called the Qiff; a folid rcddifli 
ttrck, rifing about fifty yards W^h, almoftper- 
pendicnlar out of the Tea ; and the lower iflaifid 
termed the Downs : the circumficrence of the 
former is about nine hundred and forty rods, 
and that of the latter nearly the fame. The up- 
per ifland is a dayey foil, frcmi two and a half 
to four feet in depth. It is tolerably fruitful, 
producing bariey and oats, though not a fuffi- 
cicnt quantity for the inhabitants. There arc 
btit very few trees in this place, and no gardens, 
the natives being fupplicd with Vegetables and 
fruits of all forts, at a cheap rate, from Ham- 
burg, There is pafture on this part of the 
ifland for a few cows and flieep, and three 
wells or fprings of frefli water. On the higheft 
part of the weft fide is the light-houfe.r 

From the higher to the lower ifland, they 
have made an eafy dcfcent by a paii' of broad 

wooden 
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wooden ftain> fiKcd to the fide a£ tbe racjr, an4 
ccflaUioing <me Jmndred and eighty ftepsi* On 
the top of thcfis ftandE the govemoc's hoisfir^siid 
on the rid^ 6f tke rock is phnted the arttlkryy 
which comaandd the haveow The knver knd ia 
defended by a mole^ to prevent it front being 
iflitiroty demoltihod by the fuiy of the oceaa^ 
Tkid% part oonfifls of £mdy downs, and of a 
rocky ground, on which are fifhcr-huts ibr 
afbcfut one fourth of the natives* But the bet- 
t38r fbrt live on. tibe diff, by reaibn of the 
high floods, which £E the lower part a£ thefe 
hufts wdtk water*^ Not many years ago, the 
downs were feporated fron^ the reft of the 
ii^and, by a chaniiel called the Waal, which, at 
high water, is of a iuffiqient depth for veffeU of 
a tc^rable biirtheik 

On th^ downs the inhabitants find a fmall 
^fli'aJkd Sttndsi^r, which is of immenfe u^ 
to them, as a |^t for the catching of fiih, 
fyoioi whence they dxaw their fubfidence* The 
fpeties of fi(h caught in thi$ neighbour-^ 
hood, (and for fuch they have a very good 
market at Hamburg, and other towns on the 
Elbe,) are cod, haddock, whitings, mackerel^ 
thorn-backs, with ling, and feveral kinds of 
flat-fi(h. The natives are expert pilots, being 
pcrfeftly acquainted with the navigation of the 
Elbe, the Wefer, and the Eider. Merchant-' 
ihips bound to Hamburg, are obliged to take 

I in 
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m a pilot at this ifland ; biit we were already 
provided, having brought one with us from 
London. For it fecms they think it worth 
their while to go over to England, on purpofe 
for this employ, and take their turn in, the 
Hamburg traders; they are very well paid for 
their trouble, but a dedudion is made of one 
tenth part of their profit to the king of Den^ 
mark. 

- Thcfc people are faid to be defcended 
from the ancient Frifians, whofe aiftoms and 
manners they ftill adhere to. They reckon 
abbut two thoufand inhabitants j all^cither pilots 
or fi&ermen. They are hardy and robuft. 
though they eat but very little, flcft,^ living 
chiefly on filh, brown rye-bread, and a kind of 
gruel thickened with oat-meaL While the men 
are employed at fea, the women are equally di- 
Hgcnt and ihduftrious on. Ihore ; for they dig* 
arid harrow the land, fow, reap and threfli the 
corn, and grind it 'W'ith hand-mills, there being 
neither plough, carriage, nor horfe on the 
whole ifland. The winter-provender for the 
cattle, and all their fuel, are brought hither 
from the continent. 

The name of Heilegeland fignifies the Holy 
I^nd, which it is faid to have taken from the; 
worfliip paid here in ancient tin4es to the god- 
deft Fofta or Phofeta, the fame with the Vefta 
of the Romans : hence it was formerly knowm, 
by the name of Terra iSan^a, facra infula^ and 

Phois- 
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Phofsland or Fofteland* But the bekaviour 
of the inhabitantSy if I am rightly informed, 
does not anfwer to the fanftity of the name ; 
fince they are branded by their neighbom^ for 
avarice and extortion, and for the barbarous 
praftice of plundering fuch fhips as happen to 
have the misfortune of being ftranded on their 
ifland. . The fame charge is brought againfl the 
inhabitants of Jutland, where, from the badnefs 
of the coaft, numbers of veflels are frequently 
caf^ away; for, under pretence of fuccouring 
the difirefled, the fifliermen inynediately fur- 
EOiind them on all fides, bore holes in their 
ihips, and do them every other damage in their 
power. But inhumanities of this kind are noc 
confined to HeUi^eland or Jutland ; you arc 
fpnfible that in our own country the like, if 
not worfe, praftices have prevailed till vdry 
lately ; and that veflels, unfortunately ftranded 
qn our coafts, have been barbaroufly called a 
God-fend, and feized as lawful plunder by our 
maritime banditti. 

, The profpeft of Heilegeland afforded us but 
a very fleeting fatisfadion; for the wind be- 
ginning to freflien, we fkimmed along by the 
fide of the ifland with great rapidity, foVthat we 
foon loft fight of it; and about fix in the morn- 
ing we reached the Red Buoy, a famous fea- 
mark, near the mouth of the, Elbe. To the 
left was the coaft of Ditmarfli, belonging to 
V , Denmark, 
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Denmaik^ but it by fa low tiat we conid not 
cJHccnk k ;; to ths right was tMt. datchyr of Bre« 
men, where, at a gixlt (fifiance^ we perceinnsd^ 
ibsbe cknrches and the £01^ of NetcweFlsu As I 
ihatt often hare occafion txs. mentioa the civor 
Elbe^ ip. the conrfe of am cmniljfondcmt^ it 
wiU not, pcidiapsy, be dHagreeaUbe to yon, tOi 
havse fbme account of its rHe and pvogrefsi 

i TheE&e^faQthbytheQxrceksandLatinSiCalr' 
led Albis^ in the Bohemi»i language i& tended/ 
i^abe: It IS one of diehrgefiz idvers u\ Europe^ 
directing: Its cxxffxfc through the hea«t of Gerv* 
many* It takes tjSc qh the. bonders of SHefia^ 
in the mountain caQed Riefengci)irge,^aaMl ^m^ 
ftmth to Koliingfgratz^ in the civde^ol tk^t aame^ 
from tl^eace it proceeds naith->t»eft-tili: iii^ 
ceives the Mxildaw at Mehiiek below P^agu^ 
aod above Leotmeritz the Eger, trhichiifes in 
the mouBtaia of Fich^elberg in Francoma- 
iLeaviAg Bohemia it continues its courfe iioiH:h, 
:tnd paffes tbrdiigh the dntchy of Saxony, vifit- 
ing Drefden, MeilTen, and Wittcnbiirg ;. and. 
rbcaving tihe Midde not far from Deffau, and 
the narigabJcSaale above Barby* From theuce^ 
it fliapes its a>iirfc north-eaft, through the dbc- 
de of Lower Saxony, receiving the Havel 
near Havclhci^^ aad the Ilnienau below Win- 
fen; after which it parts the dutchy of Lu* 
nenburg from Mecklenburg; and then running 
tifitweea the dijtchies of Bremen and Holftein,. 

, ' . divider 
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divides itfclf into many branches above and in 
the neighbourhood of Hamburg) where it forms 
feveral iflands, and afterwards a very broad 
ftream : pafling on ftill north weft by the for« 
trefs of Gluckftadt, it receives the deep and na* 
vigable Stor at Wewelsflct ; below Brunfbuttel 
it grows ftill wider, and at length lofes itfelf in 
the German ocean. This river is navigable 
for large fliips higher than any other in Eu- 
rope; veffels of three or four hundred tuns 
coming up as far as Hamburg, which is feventy 
Englifli miles from the fea. For facilitating and 
fecuring the navigation of the Elbe, the Ham** 
burghers have taken the utmoft precautions. 
The river being full of fand-banks, and thefc 
often fliiftingby the force of the current, par* 
ticular marks of the alterations or fliiftings arc 
neceflary to point out the channel, in which 
there is a fuflGlcient depth of water for veffels of 
burden, and to guard againft running on the 
flats ajUd flioals. For this reafon there are con- 
ftantly floating in the Elbe, a hundred large 
buoys, fome white, others black, all ftrcng- 
thened with iron hoops, terminating in a point, 
and moored with chains and ftones. The far- 
theft of thefe at the river's mouth, is, as I 
have already mentioned to you, diftinguiflied 
by the name of the red-buoy. For the fecurity 
of veffels entering the river, there is a company 
of pilots, fubordinate to the court of admiralty 
at Hamburg; and they have two finall veffels 
Vol. I. C • or 
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trr yachts, one of which is alwayi fi^itkHied itt 

the mouth of the Elbe. 

Add now as we are on the point of entering 
^his fine river, give me leave to entertain you 
•with a thought which arofe in my mind on 
fo agreeable an occafion. The idea of failing 
with a profperoos gale into a river or hay en, 
after efcaping the perils * of the wide ocean, k 
fi) pkafing to mankind, that they generally 
make ufe of it as a metaphor to fignify a re- 
treat from danger, or a place of fecurity and 
quiet, after being toft and agitated by worldly 
viciflitudes. Invent portwn^ffes & fortuna vakii. 
Yet this very agitation is neceffary to relilh the 
iranqixility of the. haven ; and from what little I 
have obfervcd of life, there is no enjoyment of 
cafe, without inquietude: we reap our plea^ 
Aire from our pains; and, as the poet exj* 
preffes it, 

A conftant feaft quite palls the tafte. 
And long enjoyment is diflrefs. 

In fliort, we all fed, more orlefs, that there is no 
fiich thing as a conftant ai>d unkiterrapted fo- 
tisfaftion y the human mind, after obtaining 
its end, begins to grow tired and reftJefe, till a 
frefli objeft of pmfuit arifes, and throws it 
into a new fcene of anxiety. I felt a moft ex^ 
^uifite pleafure on the fight of Heiligeland ; but 
I begin now to be fenfible of an . uneafinefs^ 
• I ' , which" 
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wMch fpurs me on to the dutcHy of Meck^ 
Icnburg. 

Between fix lad fcven in the tnoming we 
bntered the Elbc^ and at the white buoy, on 
the otixGx fide of the Fogd iand, we took in 
a pilot out of the yatcht which always plies 
diere for that purpofe. We now began to 
difcover land on the left, and about feven w^ 
paffed by a fmall fortification on the right, 
called the Neuwerk : this fort is fituated on an 
ifland, and commands the entrance of the har- 
bour ; it is difcernible at a great diflance, and 
. has alfo a light-houfe t there are feveral other 
beacons on that fide, for the conveniency of 
ihipping. At half an hour after eight, we came 
as high as Cuxhaven, where we made no ftay, 
but left it on our right. This is a fine fpacious 
harbour, of great conveniency to Ihips ar- 
riving here-iri winter, when the river is full of 
ice. The country hereabouts is called the baili- 
wick of Ritzbuttel, which has been long in 
poffeflion of the Hamburghers : they have a fort 
here with fourteen or fifteen hamlets ; but at 
Cuxharen there is only a public houfe for the 
accommodation of paflcngers. From this place 
to Hamburg they reckon fourteen German 
miles. Soon after we paffed by the town of 
Gluckftadt on the left, belonging to the king of 
3>enmark, and by feveral illands, till we came 
to Belenbar, a fmall village within two miles of 
the town of Stade, when the tide being fpent, 
we were obliged to drop anchor about one in 
C 2 the 
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the afternoon. My friend and I thought this a 
good opportunity of going on fhore, and vifit- 
ing the towns of Gluckftadt and Stade. 

Gluckftadt is fituated in Daniih Hplftein, and 
province of Stormar, on the north banks of the 
Elbe, at the confluence of that river and a rivu- 
let called the Rhyn, about twenty-five Ehglifli 
miles from Hamburg. The adjacent country is 
fo hollow and marfliy, that they have raifed a 
ftone caufeway near three-quarters of a German 
mile in length, from hence to the neighbouring 
town of Krempe. Some of the flat ground this 
way is lower than the Elbe at high water, and 
is agreeably diverfified with kitchen gardens, 
orchards, canals, and dykes, like Holland. It 
was built by Chriftian IV. of Denmark, in the 
beginning of the feventeenth century^, who or- 
dered it to be called the Fortunate (which the 
German name of Gluckftadt imports) and fa- 
voured it with many privileges. The Danifli 
kings have fpared no pains to render this place 
as ftrong as art can make it; the fortifica- 
tions are regular ; the ramparts planted with 
fine trees, the ditch very broad, and there arc 
generally about two thoufand men in garrifon. 
The town has been feveral times befieged, but 
never taken ; fo that it is reckoned impregnable. 
It is well watered by a variety of canals , 
one of which divides it into two parts. Gluck- 
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ftadt is prettily built, and has a very fpa- 
clous market-place, at one corner of which 
ftands the great church for tlve Lutheran wor- 
fliip ; but Jews, Papifts, and Calvinifts, arc alio 
tolerated. The harbour is £mall| but very fafc 
and convenient. Here a mole runs into the 
Elbe, with block-houfes, which command the. 
channel of that riven Hence the Daniih kings 
have attempted to make all ihips pay toll here 
that afcended the Elbe ; but it is faid that the 
powers of Europe would not fubmit to it : and 
yet they fubmit to the toll exafted at Stade. 
Here arc the ruins of a palace built by the 
abovementioned king Chriftian IV. 

In the neighbourhood of Gluckftadt is a fort 
or prifon, where malefadors from feveral parts 
of the Danifh dominions are obliged to atone 
for their crimes by hard labour. Some are 
condemned for life, and others for a limited 
time. This feems to have been borrowed from 
the Romans, who had their damnati ad metalla^ 
or criminals condemned to work in the mines* 
The Danes have a proverb. That a dead man is 
good for nothing ; and that it is much more ad- 
vifable to reap fome benefit from malefactors, 
than to deprive them of life. Hence fome are 
employed on the fortifications, others, as I have 
been told, on the high-roads, and others in clean- 
fing the ftreets. Such a plan of punifhing de* 
linquents has been propofed in England, as a 
more effectual xuethgd of preventing enormous 
■' , C 3 crimes. 
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crimes, thaa tranQ>ortation or hanging ; yet 
it has been rejedled^ as inconfiftent with the 
conftitution of ^ free country. Btrt why it 
ftiould be any objeftion among a free people, 
to deprive thofe of their liberty, who by the 
kws^ of the land have forfeited their lives, i$ 
what I never could comprehend. The fight of 
criminals employed in ufrful labour, is not fo 
fliocking as that of malefadors moving ixt pro- 
ceffion to Tyburn ; and I make no doubt buc 
it would be productive of a better effe^, as it 
would imprint a greater terror on thofe^ whom 
Jdlenefs and averfion to labour generally prompt 
to vicious courfes. 

At Gluckftadt we crofled the water, and pro- 
ceeded to Stade, a town fituated on the river 
Schwinge, in the dutchy of Bremen, by the 
weft fide of the Elbe, about twenty Englifli 
miles from Hamburg. It is a place of very 
great antiquity, and faid to have taken its name 
from the Latin word Statio ; the Romans being 
fuppofed to have had part of their fleet ftationed 
here to guard the frontier. But this is certsCin* 
ly a miftake, the Romans never had any fleet 
on the Elbe ; nay, it is queftioned by fomc, 
whether they ever paffed that river. Tacitus,* 
indeed, takes notice, that Lucius Domitius 
crofled the Elbe, and advanced farther into Ger- 
inany than any Roman before him, but not a 
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word is mentioned of ^ fleet, or of any fettle- 
ment on the northern banks of this river. Poji 
Mbim^ iays Cellarius, incertiora omnia Romanis 
fmrunt. 

Stade had been fonperly one of the Hanfe- 
town^, jind afterwards became fubjecl to tho 
Sm of 3remcB ; but, by the treaty of Munfter, 
it was ceded| together with that fee, to the 
crown of Sweden. In 1712'it was wrefted 
from the Sweden by the king of Denmark, who 
Ibid it, together with the whole dutchy of Bre* 
©en, to king George I. as eleftor of Hanover* 
Since that time the fortifkations have been re- 
paited» fo that it may be reckoned a place of 
confiderable ftrength. It is the feat of the re- 
gency of the dutchies of Bremen and Verden: as 
fjfo of the chief court of juftice, the chancery, 
a»d the cQBsliftory or ecclefiaftical court. There 
are three churches in the town, and a Latifi 
School, where formerly fl:ood a convent of 
Aufiin friars. S^tade, as I before obferved, was 
once a place of confiderable trade, and from 
158^ to 16 1 2, the Engiifli factory had their fta- 
ple here, which was afterwards removed to 
Hamburgh: but, notwithilanding the con* 
vcniency of its fituation at the junftion of the 
two rivew {the Schwinge at the diftance of a 
mile emptying itjGdf into the Elbe) the ti-ade of 
this placet by a concurreig^e gf mi^fort^nes^ is 
gncady o& the decline. 

C 4 P0:w««a 
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Between eight and nine the next morning, 
which was Tuefday the 19th, the tide beginning 
to ferve, we weighed anchor, and arrived at 
Brunfhufen at half an hour after ten. This is a 
fort at the mouth of the Schwinge, where our 
ting, as eleftor of Hanover, has a confiderable 
toll; all fliips that come up the Elbe being 
obliged -to ilop here, and give an account of 
their lading; for which they pay a very fioiall 
duty at Hamburg, to an officer appointed 
by the government of Hanover, Several 
Writers pretend, that the Hamburghers arc 
not obliged to ftop at this place, having been 
exempted from the duty, on account of their 
being at the charge of the buoys on the river, 
and of keeping the light-houfe on Heilegeland. 
But this, I affure you, is a miftake; for our 
fliip, though a Hamburgher, was under a ne? 
ceffity of flopping, and the captain fent two 
of his men on fhore, with an account of the 
lading. Another error of many writers is, 
that an Englifh man of war of twenty-four guns 
rides at anchor on the Elbe, at the entrance into 
the Schwinge, to compel all fhips to bring to : 
there is no fuch (hip to be feen in thofe quarters; 
neither is it neceflary, the fort being planted 
with a certain number of cannon, which com* 
mand the channel of the river. 

Upon the return of our men on board, we 
proceeded on our courfe, and paffing by feveral 
little iflands, with little naore wind than enough 

to 
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to ftem the tide, we arrived at Blanckenefe^a 
fiihing town, where carriages ferry over in their 
way from Hamburg to Bremen. Here we had 
a fine profped of the former city, which with 
its lofty fpires made a grand and moft noble 
appearance. From hence we advanced but very 
flowly, and did not reach Hamburg till four in 
the afternoon. The profpeft of Altena toward 
the water-fide was^ quite pidurefque ; the banks 
of the river being very lofty, and adorned the 
whole way with houfes and gardens, which 
hanging on a declivity, looked quite romantic, 
and were produftivc of a moft charming cflfcft. 

I believe I need not tell you, that we were 
all overjoyed to fet our feet on Ihore at Ham- 
burg, where we immediately betook ourfelves 
to pur feveral quarters of refrefhmetit. It is 
now time to give you fome rei^ite, and to con- 
clude this long and tirefome narrative. I would 
advife you, however, to take your revenge ; and 
fend me as long an account of what pafles du- 
ring my abfence in England. Let me hear 
from you as often as poffible, for it will air- 
ways be a fatisfa^ion to me to know that ab- 
fence creates no coolnefs in your friendfliip, 
biit tha,t at fo great a diftance you continue 
ftilltothinkof 

Your fincere friend, and humble fervant, &c. 

LET* 
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Hgmturg, Jugtifi 31, ij6i. 

Deail Sia^ 

SIN CE I had the pleafure of writing to yoxL 
upon my landing in this country, I have been 
employed in a conftant round of vifits and p6- 
ramfculations, in order to gain every informa- 
tion that might be of u& to me in my principal 
defign, and at the fame time enable me to give 
you fbme account of this great city. The time 
has been very Ihort ; but as I had been here 
forae years ago, when I came by the way of 
Holland and Bremen, the intelligence then 
gained, added to my prefent inquiries, has in 
fome meafure qualified me for the talk I have 
undcrtakeu. The fubject, indeed, is already 
exhaufted, and, confidering the number of 
hiftories of Hamburg that have been lately 
publiflied, I Ihould rather have declined enter- 
ing on fo beaten a track, and confined myfelf to 
a few anecdotes of my own obfervation. But 

fince 
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&Kt yon particularly infift on my favouring 
ycm with a dcfcription of tins city, I Ihall obey 
yomr commands, hoping youMdIl be fo good as 
toexcnfe me^^ihouldl afibrd you no new matter 
of entertainxhfJnt' 

Hamburg is one of the largeft, richeft and 
moft populous cities in Germany. It is plea- 
fantly fituated on the, river Elbe, in the circle 
<rf JLower Saxony, the dutchy of Holftein, and 
province of Stormar, at the diftance of about 
&venty miles from the German ocean. In its 
fonn it is almoft circular, and near five miles in 

. circumference; containing about 118,000 inha« 
bitants; It is built partly on iflands, and partly 
on the continent of the north fide of the 
Elbe, which briiig^ Ihips of burden into the 
very heart of the city. This river is divided 
two or three miles above the town, into twoi 
prmcipal channels, called the north and fouth 
Elbe, which, with fome fmaller channels, iform 
feveral bciutifiil iflands towards Harburg, all 
belonging to the deftor of Hanover, and re- 
unite in one ftream about fix miles below Ham*- 
burg. The fouth banks of the river are border- 

" cd by the dutchy of Lunenburg^ and lower, 
down by the dutchics of Bremen and Verden. 
Towards the eaft the city is walhed by the lit* 

- tie river Bil j and towards the north by a fmall 
river called the Alfter, which forms a very large 
bafon juft without the town, and another, 
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looo feet fquare within the walls ; after which 
it turns the public mills^ and paffing by fevcral 
fluices and canals^ through different part« of 
Hamburg, difcharges itfclf into the Elbe. 

This city is divided^ by a canal, into the old 
and new town, wh^ch not long agp were fepa- 
rated by a wall and a ditch; but the greater part 
of the wall is now levelled, and the ditch moftly 
filled up. The feveral ifla'nds in the rivers Elbe 
and Alfter, on which the town is built, have a 
communication with each other by bridges; and 
the tide flows through the canals which feparate 
the iflands ; but the part called the Old Town 
Hes fo low, that the houfes are liable to be in« 
jurcd by high tides. The whole city is fur- 
rounded by a lofty will, with out- works in the 
modem way, and a broad ditch of very great 
depth. There is alfo a noble line, with other 
works, extending from the largeft balbn of the 
Alfter to the Elbe, about half a mile above the 
town; and on the other fide of that bafon, 
about half way between that and the Elbe, be- 
low the town, is a very good fortification, to 
which they have given the name of Stern- 
fcbantZj or Star-fort. The ramparts are cover- 
ed with grafs, and planted with rows of trees 
of fucli height, that on the fide of Altena none 
of the houfes can be difcerned. They have a 
garrifon of about 2000 men, one troop of dra- 
goons, the reft infantr)^; a number too fmall to 

defend 
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defend the place from a foreign attack, and of 
ufe only to preferve the internal peace of the 
city. But their chief ftrength coniifts in the 
jealoufy of the neighbouring princes, whofein- 
tereft it is to maintain the freedom and indepen- 
dency of this city. 

Hamburg was founded in the beginning of 
the IXth century, that is in 808, when tht 
emperor Charlemain ordered his eldeft foa 
Charles to ereft two forts on the Elbe, witji 
a view of repelling the incurfions of the V<- 
nedi, a Sclavonic nation, who were fettled 
along the fouthern. coafts of the Baltic The 
command of thofe forts he conferred on counts^ 
who, from guarding the limits, were diilin- 
guiihed by the name of marcgravcs ; graff in 
the German language fignifying a count, and 
marck a frontier or limit. The fort on the north 
fide . of the river was called Hammenburg 
(whence by abbreviation Hamburg) or the 
caftle near the wood, by reafon of a thicket 
diftant about a mile from the place where now 
fiands the city of Hamburg. Here you are to 
•cbferve, that Hammen in the ancient German, 
imports a little wood; and there is to this day a 
pleafant village on the {ame fpot, to which the 
inhabitants have given the name of Hamm. 
'This is agreeable to the opinion of Chriftopher 
Silvius, an ancient poet of Hamburg, who 
thus explains himfelf in the following verfes: 

Hambur^um 
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Hamhtirgumfiha cm noium nomen 4b Hams^ 
Inter Billa tuos^ & olorifer Aljlria dudus. 

The firft commander of the fort was one 
Odo, or Udo, the very perfon who built it, and 
by whom it was called HocHbuchi, or Hochtr 
borg, the High Fort; tJie nortJi banks of the 
Elbe being very ftecp in this ndghboinrhood. 
The place was taken and razed by the Wiha, 
a tribe of the Vcncdi, two years after; but Char- 
kmain ordered it to be rebuilt; and numbers (]£ 
^eopk rcforting to it as a place of fecurity, it 
icon became a populous city. The fame em- 
peror ere£bed the firft church there in 8 1 1 : his 
ion Lewis the DdK>nnaire made it an archbi- 
ihop'sfeein 833; but the fee was afterwards 
tUMiflated to Bremen. The firft bifhop was S. 
Anfcharius, a Benedidine monk. This city 
has undergone a variety of revolutions. Upon 
the extinction of the Carlovingian line, it be- 
came fubjefb to the dukes of Saxony, of whom 
it was afterwards held by the counts of Hol- 
ftein* Adolph III. in confideration of a fum 
of money, with which the Haihburghers fur- 
jiiihed him upon his expedition to the Holy 
Land, favoured them with a great many privi- 
leges; and from thence we muft date the firft 
freedom of this city. Thefe privileges were 
tonfinned by the emperor ^arbaroffa. But thje 
citizens afterwards purchafed their intire liber- 
ty of Albert of Orlamund, count of Holftein,^ 

for 
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for the fum of fift^ea htmdred marks of filrer; 
and it i^as coafirmed to them by fucceediag 
counts, as well as by Chriftian L king of Den* 
mark, after the county of Holftein h^d de^ 
vohred to that crown. .The Daai& writers 
a&rm, that ^K^twithftaading thoie privilegeai 
the inhabitants of Hamburgh were fUU bound 
to the counts and dukes of Holfte& by a cer^ 
tain covenant ; and that they acklic^ledged a 
fort of homage to the dukes of the Oldeobui^g 
line, which they paid to Chriftian IV. king qf 
Peomark^. 

Hence the I>ani& kings hst^» On ieteral ot* 
cafionsy revived their claims^ to the fovereignty 
of this city^ which has frequently obliged thA 
inhabitants to pay very large BiniA for tho 
confirmation of their libertks: yctHafubsig 
was declared a free imperial city in 161 8 ; and 
was fummoned to the diet of the empire in 
1^41. The continual alarms from the crown of 
Dennatarkf of which you may remember a lats 
inftance^in 1762^ oblige the nsugitfkates to loait 
'the people with heavy taxes^ ior the mamten-* 
imce of their garrifox^ and other ezpences of 
government. The fy mbol or laottq under tbdr 
arms is. Da pacem Damnein Jieims nojfhis ; and on 
their ftandards are jthcfc letters S. P. <^H, 

The government of Hamburg refides in the 
fcuatc, and in the three colleges of burghers. 

The 
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The fenatfe only, who arc chofen out of the 
principal pcrfons of the republic, have the right 
of affembUng and diffolving the body of the 
burghers, and aise poflefled of all the preroga^ 
tives of fovercigntyi except thofe of levying 
taxes, and adminiflering the revenue : the taxes 
are granted by the burghers, and the revenue 
is managed by ten of that body. The fena^ 
confifts of four burgomafters, three of whom 
are civilians, and one a merchant, two prefid* 
ing alternately a year; twenty-four fenatorsj 
eleven of whom arc civilians, and thirteen mer- 
chants; four fyndics afting as fecretaries of ftate, 
who are civiliaps, and give their opinions, but 
have no vote ; and four fecretaries or clerks, 
the chief of whom is called a prothonotary : al! 
thefe are upon every vacancy chofen and fup*- 
plied by themfelves ; and the de£tion monies 
on the very day aftier the funeral of the de- 
teafed. The office of a fenator, though labo- 
rious, is not very profitable • they perform all 
the fundions of public tnift, without any other 
reward than that of their falary as fenator, 
which is inconfiderable, about two hundred 
pounds a year; but when they attain in their 
turn to the praetorfhip, they reap fome advan- 
tage from the levying of the fines, while they 
continue in that office, which is two years. 

There is fcarce any difference between the 
drefe of their clergy, and that of their fenators; 

both 
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both wearing black gowns, much in the fame 
fafhidn, with deep heavy ruflFs about their 
necks, plaited as thick as poffible : but the 
fenators gowns are faid to be very coftly ; they 
are made of velvet, and the infide of them is 
notched ; their hats ire high-crowned, covered 
with black plaited velvet, and edged with 
black fringes. 

For the trying of caufes, civil and criminal, 
they have two courts, the lower and upper : the 
former confifts of the two praetors, one of 
whom goes out annually^ and thirteen burghers, 
three civilians, and the reft merchants, of whom 
a certain number are changed every year: the 
latter is the whole body of the fenate. All 
caufes, above two hundred marks % are tried 
in the upper court ; and if the fum happens to 
amount to two thoufand marks^ an appeal lies 
to the chamber of Wetzlar. The lower , court 
takes cognizanefe of criminal caufes ; but the 
upper muft confirm the ;fentence. 

The Hamburghers have alfo a court of admi- 
ralty, confifting of a burgo-mafter, four fena- 
tors, fix merchants, and two matters of fixips, 
aflifted by a water-bailiff* and a fecretary. They 
are governed by the civil law ; and in criminal 
<aufes by the ftatutes of the emperor Charles 
IV. with fome of their own municipal regu- 
lations* , 

• About I J 1. Ids. 
VoL.L D The 
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The burghers are divided into three collcgesi 
the chief elders, the college of fixty, and that of 
one hundred and eighty. The firft confifts of 
fifteen members, three chofen out of each of , 
the five wards. This college is invefted with 
great power ; can demand of the fenate to call 
a meeting of the burghers, and even impeach a 
fenator. When the three colleges and the fe* 
nate are aflembled, which is upon all matters 
of importance, the gates of the town are ihut, 
and a ftrong guard is drawn up before the fe* 
nate-houfe. In laying of taxes, fifty burghers 
of each of the five wards muft be prefcnt^ to 
conftitute an affemWy. The feveral wards de- 
bate Separately ; and when the fenate come to 
propofe the queftion, the majority of the five 
determine it. This renders their meetings very 
tumultuous, and the fenators even in their pub- 
lic aflemblies, are often liable to be treated 
with great infolence and indignity^ by die 
burghers. 

- They have an excellent method of reconcil- 
ing parties, and preventing law-fuits, which is 
that of arbitration. The party who thinks Wm- 
felf aggrieved, whether plaintiff or defendant, 
has the liberty of applying to the fenate for a 
commiffion, and of propofing two or three fe- 
nators by name, to inquire into the nature* of 
the difpute, and to accommodate matters in the 
beft manner poffible. The adyerfe party is ob-? 
liged to appear before the commiflion; and 
-'* ^ though 
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Ihough both may rejed the award, yet it is 
reckoned fo diihonourable a proe.eeding, that 
the inftance is extremely rare. 

The eftabliflied religion of Hamburg is thd 
Lutheran, the public exercife of eyery other per- 
fualion being prohibited, except in the chapels 
of foreign minifters The fenate is at the head 
of their ecclefiaftical government, wjiich con^ 
fifts of a convocation of the paftors, archdea- 
cons, and deacons, in all twenty-nine, of the 
five principal and feven fmaller churches or 
chapels ; and this affembly they call the Minif- 
terium or Confiftory, The clergy ate generally 
men of found learning, exemplary lives, and 
particularly remarkable for the eloquence of the 
pulpit. Hence their infiuehce over the minds of 
the vulgar is very confiderable^ 

Hamburg is divided into five wards, from 
the five principal churches. Befides fix gate3 to 
the land fide, the town has three entrances by 
water ; viz. two from the Elbe, and one from 
the AMIer. On the difierent cankls the inhabi-^ 
tants have built eighty-four bridges ; they havd , 
alfo the convemency of thirty-eight water^mdllsi 
fix windmills, fix fluices, and fix large market^ 
places. The buildings are generally of brick^ 
and very high, feveral of them fix or feven 
ftory ; they are well contrived for trade, th€J 
back part of mbft of the principal merchants 
houfes being fo near the water-fide, that their 
veffcls come to unload at their t>wn doors j 

D 2 and 
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and they are all furnlfhed with cranes to raife 
their goods up to the warehoufes, which are ge- 
nerally in the upper part of the building. Se- 
veral of them have warehoufes upon ware- 
houfes, even to four, five, or fix fi:ory high; and 
it is.a ufual thing to go into the upper ftory to 
purchafe a butt of wine, or a hogfliead of fugar. 
But one very fubftantial reafon for building 
their warehoufes fo high, is the frequent inun- 
dations from the high floods, towards the be- 
ginning and at the clofe of winter, which fill 
their cellars with water. Moft of the fl:reets, 
efpecially in the old town, are narrow and 
crooked. The pavement is alfo very rough 
and difagreeable, and there is no raifed foot- 
way for paffengers. This expofes them to the 
danger of being over-run by coaches, of which 
there is a confiderable number. Several pf the 
ftreets are planted with rows of trees on each 
fide, which renders them chearful and pleafant* 
If the merchants houfes are fo convenient 
for trade, they are greatly deficient in point 
of neatnefs and elegance. They are conftruc- 
ted in a pyramidical form, like the Dutch 
houfes, gradually leffening to the fummit. The 
door is in the middle, very high> like our 
coach-houfe doors, arid arched at the top. 
You generally afcend by fl:eps, and enter the 
houfe by a great hall, paved with flags, which 
ferves for a magazine, and fometlmes for a 
coach -hbufe. The hall is frequently adorned 

with 
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with wallnut-tree cupboards, of a prodigious 
fize, which are ufed by the women as cloaths- 
preffes. Moft of their floors, even above ftairs, 
are payed with flags : this occafions a damp- 
nefs, and muft be attended with' inconve- 
ni^ncy in the winter. The infide of their 
houfes confifts chiefly • of bare white- waftied 
walls, and the furniture is indifferent, beinglit- 
tle more than a table and looking glafs, with 
chairs of different forts. Neither their doors 
nor windows fliut clofe, their hinges and locks 
being raiferably made, and generally out of or- 
der. There is fome elegance, indeed, in their 
ftoves, with which almoft every room is fur- 
niflied, inftead of grates; according to the 
German manner. They are generally built ip 
a corner of the room, upon legs of about a 
foot and a half high, and are carried up to 
near the ceiling, all of blue and white tiles, 
adorned with mouldings, pillars, and other 
embellifliments. A fmall matter of wood or 
turf gives them a fufficient heat, which they 
retain fix or feven hours, and diffufe equally 
throughout the room. You do not fee the fire, 
for the wood is put into the ftove through a 
hole the outl^de of the room : they are conve- 
nient in the winter, efpecially in this cold cli- 
mate. Their beds are very high, as in Holland, 
but they make no ufe of blankets or bed* 
cloaths; lying between two f either- beds. This 
pigy be comfortable enough in winter, but is 
D 3 intolerable 
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intolerable in fummer to'thofe who are not ufed 
to it The weather has been very warm, fince . 
my arrival in Germany ; fo that I zm content 
with my night-gown over thd iheets, knowing 
it would be impoffible for me to flecp, nay^^ 
that I fliould run the danger of being fino-? 
thered, under the incumbent weight of a fea-» 
thcr-bed. 

Their regulations in cafe of &re are cxccUentf 
and worthy of imitation. On the top of the 
highcft churches they have two men who watch 
every night, in order to give an immediate' 
alarm of fire ; jmd he that firft difcovcrs it, is 
particularly rewarded by the magiftrates. He 
jgives the fignal by founding a truinpet;, vrhc^ 
all the watch in the town inftantly affem- 
We, till the guards can be got to keep oflFthe 
mob. Hence it feldom happens that a fire 
fpreads beyond the houfe where it firft con^'^ 
mences. 

Of the numfsrous public buildings in this city, 
the principal are the churches. With regard 
to thefe, I feall obferve to you In general, that 
moft of them are Gothic ftruftures, adorned 
with painting and fculpture, much in the fame 
manner as thofe of the Roman catholics. The 
prgans are alfo very fine, being of a prodigious 
fize, and beautifully decorated ; that in St;. Ca- 
tharine's church, I am told, confifts of fix thou- 
fend pipes* The fteeples of the cathedral ^nd„ 
four pf the principal ch^^ches are very lofty ; 
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but they are only frames of timber, covered 
with copper, which is the rtofon, perhaps, of 
their being fo often deftroyed by lightning. 
But what is moft extraordinary, and defervlng 
of cenfure, is, that moft of the churches arc 
thoroughffa^s, from morning till night ; hence 
they are become places of rendezvous to all 
forts of people, and confequently cannot avoid 
being dirty. Many of them are disfigured with 
book-fellers {hops, fo that they have more the 
appearance of an exchange, than of the houfe 
of God 

The dome or cathedral is not fubjeft to the 
jurifdlftion of the city, but under the imme- 
diate proteftion of the king of Great-Britain, as 
duke or bifiiop of Bremen. It is a large vener- 
able pile, adorned with a handfome fpire, about 
three hundred and fifty-feven feet high. The 
infide is far from being beautiful, but deferves 
the notice of a traveller on account of fome 
ancient tombs and infcriptions. In the middle 
of die church is the tomb of John, count of 
Schaumburg, with a brafs plate over it, exhi^r 
biting a figure of that prince in armour, hold* 
ing a fword in his right hand ; part of the mo* 
nument is defaced, by what accident I could 
not learn. In this fame church is the monument 
of pope Benedia V. who after being eleded in 
oppofition to Leo VHI. was brought prifoner to 
Hamburg, where he died in 966 : the pope is 
P 4 reprcfented 
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rcprcfcnted in his pontifical habit, on a brafi 
plate, with the following infcription : 

jPenediduSj fapa^ qui defede apoftoHca per violenth- 
am remotusy pojlea cum' revocareturj obiit Hamburghi. 
Anno Domini Dcccc. quadrageftmo frifno^ 4**, nqnaf 
luliiy etfepultus eft hie. 

Thp above monument has the appearance 
of antiquity, yet was er^fted fince the Refor- 
mation, and is certainly an impofture; for that 
fame Benedict died in 965, In this church was 
alfo interred the celebrated hiftorian Albertus' 
Krantzius, to whom the public is fo, greatly in- 
debted for illuftrating the antiquities of Meck- 
lenburg, • Saxony, Norway, and Sweden : he 
died in this city, in the. year 15 17. But the 
; moft curious monument in the dome, is an 
ancient ftone fixed in the fouth wall, reprefent- 
ing an afs playing on a bag-pipe, with feve- 
ral infcriptions in monkifli charafters. The 
ftone is an oblong, about five or fi^c feet high, 
and three broad; on the top of it ^re the 
following words in Low German, which is the 
dialect of Hamburgh j but I will give you them 
only in Englifh. 

IJirft^ thou afterwards : poor and miferahle I was 
horn. Here is more got than loft. 

Near the afs is reprefented a globe v^ith a crofe 
upon it reverfed, and the infcription. 
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The world is turned topfy-turvy ; therefore /, foot 
afsj have learned to fife. 

Underneath is reprefcnted a man fitting in a 
flalket, with this infcription : 

God be merciful to me^ a fogrfmner. 

And about the border of the whole arc written 
the following words : 

^he Tuefday- after Michaielmasy died the late 
Gefche Vanden Holten. 

And farther, 

Hans Lange for himfelf and his children. * 

As there is no dat^, it is impoffible to deter- 
mine the time of erefting this tomb ; neither 
have we any account of the above-mentioned 
perfons. The legend-mongers tell us, that the 
^ove mOnuinent was erefted to a fpendthrift, 
whofe friends having often warned him, that 
poverty would be the confequence of his extra- 
vagance, he made anfwer, that it was as im- 
poffible for their predictions to be verified, as 
ibr an afs to play on the bag-pipe; but, find- 
ing himfelf afterwards reduced to want, helooky- 
cd one morning- out gf his window, and faw 
the ilupid animal playing on that inftrument 

Fortune 
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Fortune aftcirward^ fmiled upon him, fb t^t 
lie grew rich again, and proved a confideraHe 
benefactor to this church. The ftone is very 
andcAt, and the charaCier appears to have been 
written in monkifh times ; yet the language is 
much the fame as that which is ftill fpoken in 
this city. • . 

The five principal churches, which give name 
to the fiv^ wards, are St Peter, St. Nicholas, 
St. Catharine, St James, apd St Michael. 

The church of St Peter ftands on the berg 
W hill,, in t^e Wgb# p?irt of the city. The 
time of its foundation is uncertain j but, by aq 
infcription at the fouth entrance of the church, 
it appears that the tower, on which ftands the 
loftieft fpire in Hamburg, was built in i342. 
On the fame fide is a ^aciou? charnel^boufe, 
and over the front of it, in a pediment, is ex* 
hifaited an exquifite painting of the refuire^ion. 
In the choir is the emblematic altar^ with two 
cxurious pieces of per^eftivc. On the fouth 
fide alfo is a well-carved image of the virgin 
Marf, with the inhnt Jefus. The organ at« 
tra£ts Ac eye of a ftrangcr, by the largcnefe 
^nd 4>l^n^^' ^^ i'* pipes. The font is a fine 
|)icce of workmanihip in marble. The dial 
is greatly admired, fliewing, among other 
things, the increafe and decreafe of the mooxu 
We iaw fevcral other curious pieces of paint- 
ing and fculpture, which it would be too 
•tedious to ammcratc j but tha^ of liUther with 
' the 
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^ fwan is def^r^ing of particul v notice ; nnr 
dcr it is the fc^owing Latin yer^ \^hiclv I 
caamot much commend for it^ elegance. 

Fejiis eram vivus^ mmens ^r9 mors tm% p»pa^ 
» •' 

The church of St Nicholas is a fpationir 
-ftru<aure, admired for its ha^dfome fteeple^ 
which was built by Peter Marekhard 5 the i^pirc^ 
refts on golden baUs of a prodigious £ze : the 
altar is reckoned a fine piece of workmanflup^ 
On the north fide is a curious buft of St. Jerom 
againft a pijlar> and a large prcrilpeft of Ham« 
burgh, ^s in 1552 ; with feveral hiftorical pieces 
xfrpm the Old Teftament Here ar« lalfo divers 
immDments of e^pinent men. 

St Catharine's is a ftately edifice^ likewife 
famed for i^ lofty fleeple, which was built m 
16^98, by the iame ingenious architeft who 
crefted that of St Nicholas. The froRt of 
the tourer, on which the fteepk or fpire has 
been raifed, is adorned, with a number of fta-^ 
tues in niches ; and the fleepk i$ broke into 
different lanthoms, one upon the other^ with a 
gradual diminution, the lafl fupporting a very 
high fpdre. The middle of the fpire is encircled 
by a large crown, or rather open coronet, of cop^ 
per gilt The choir is remarkable for a heauti* 
fill altar : on the fouth fide I £xw a great va^ 
riety of fq)ulchral infcription^ and (bme very 
(^Id paintings, in water-colours^ Over thj^ 

fouth 
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fouth door iare fome fine verfes qn Jacob's vi- 
fion ; and on the north fide a good pifture - 
of the crucifixion. Near the chancel is a fa- 
mous pifture of the judgment of Solomon. On 
the third pillar on the north fide I took notice 
of a very ancient and curious piece of carving, 
which rcprefentg the virgin Mary, with an an- 
gel fitting by her, and ^ unicorn laying its head 
in his lap ; underneath is a park, with a great* 
liumber of hounds^ who feem to be chacing 
the unicorn, which therefore has fled for re- 
fuge to- the angel. But tte moft curious piece of 
painting in this, or any other church of Ham- 
burg, is that of Chrift's. burial. I could not 
find the name oi the artift, which indeed was 
the cafe in regsurd to many other carvings 
and paintings. The marble font is worth 
feeing, as alfo the organ, a noble piece of work-, 
manfhip. On the north fide are feveral hiftory 
pieces of the fcripture, done in water-colours. 
Over the fouth door is reprefented the drown- 
ing of Pharoah in the Red-fea ; and on the op- 
J)ofite pillar is an excellent pifture of the mock- 
ing of Chrift. There are feveral other paint- 
ings and infcriptions in this church, which de- 
ferve a traveller's attention ; but I only point 
out the principal. 

The church of St. James, is a handfome 
edifice, adorned like the Other three, with a 
very high fteeple, which was erefted in 1580. 
On the north fide I faw feveral portraits of 
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eminent men, as Martin Luther, &c. The 
chancel is elegant, and embellifhed with mar- 
ble figures. On the fouth-eaft, over the door, 
is a fine infcription on the burial of Chrift; 
and on the other pillar, to the fouth, is ano-? 
ther monument with fome elegant figures. Far- 
ther on the fouth fide is a mafterly painting 
of Abraham offering up Ifaac. The marble 
font is reckoned curious, and the organ much 
admired. There are feveral other pieces of 
painting, with a great variety of monuments j 
and in every part of the church one meets with 
excellent aphorifms, by a famous divine named 
Dr. Schuppius. ^ 

The church of St. Michael k by far the 
handfomeft ftrufture in Hamburg, and the only 
large church in this city, that has been built 
fince the Reformation. The firft ftone of it was 
laid in 1751, the 29th of June; the former 
church, which was alfo a modern building 
having been deftroyed by lightning, on the 
loth of March, 1750. It is not yet quite 
finished, but is very large and beautiful, of a 
round form, and not fo much crowded with 
ornaments as the other churches. The altai- 
is curioufly wrought, and the new organ quite 
magnificent. There are galleries of pews with- 
in fide, after the manner of our churches in 
England. The building looks airy and light- 
fome, the font is elegantly wrought of mar- 
ble, and the chancel much admired. The ar- 

chiteft 
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chited k M. John Godfrey Hildebrand^ of 
Drefden, Tbey have not yet begun to ereft 
the fieeple ; and it is quViHoned by fonote, whe-* 
ther, confidering the frequent accidents by 
lightning, any fiich oniament will be added* 

The other leffcr churches contain little or no- 
thing reinarkkble: their names are St. John» 
St Mary Magdalen's, the old or little St. Mi- 
chaels, the Holy Ghoft, the chapel of the hof- 
pital for the orphans, St. George's without the 
Walls, St Gertrude's, and St. Paul's. * 

After we had feen the chinrches, ,we paid a 
vifit to the hofpitals, of which there is a great 
number. The Hamburghers are very careful 
of their poor ; which appears by their grand 
magazine, or granary for com, from whence, 
in times of fcarcity, this heceffary article of 
life is retailed to the public, at a reafonable 
price. They have a very large ho^ital for 
orphans, the yearly revenue of -which amounts 
to between fix and feven thoufand potmds. 
Sometimes there are above three hundred chil- 
dren abroad at nurfe, who at a proper age are 
taken into the houfe : the boys are j^ut to trades, 
and the girls are fent to fervice. The building 
is not fumptuous, but decent, and borders on 
one of the canals. They have alfo a large hofpi- 
tal, for the reception of poor infirm traveUers ; 
another for aged and difabled feamen. Befides 
thefe, they have many lefler hofpitals, for poor 

2 widowers. 
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widowers, and widows ; with two hott£e$ of 
corrc£tioii,one c^led the Zucht4iouie, or hou£^ 
of difc^lifiey and the other the Spinn-faou% 
The former is a lai|;e buiidiAg, eroded in 1670^ 
and adorned with a handfome chs^l: it ii 
properly a work-houfe, to. employ poor peo« 
pie that have no fettled habitation. The latter 
was built at the £tme time, and intended as i 
place of punilhment for thieves and male£sio 
tors; the prifoners are all kept doie to ffunr 
ning, and with a fpare diet. 

The other public ftruftures are no ways 
fbriking, nor indeed anfwerable to the opulence 
and grandeur of the city. The Senate-houft^ 
or Guildhall, is an ancient irregular building, 
ereftcd at different times ; the principal port, 
in which is now the town-hall, is faid to have 
been built in the 1 3th century : that part where 
the fenate meets, was built in 1601 ; that 
where the bank is, in 1648 j to which thejr 
have lately added another for their mew bank. 
At the other end is^ an ancient ftrudure, 
where the lower courts of jufHce hold^heir af- 
femblies. The whole is rather commodious 
than beautiful ; though the putfide of the 
builcfing, as likewife the town-hall, is adorned 
with the ilatues of emperors. In the upper 
apartments are held the affemblies of the col- 
leges, and all the public offices of the cuftom^, 
excife, admiralty, and other departments. , 
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Oppofite the Senate-houfe ftands the E^^ 
change, a mean ftrufture, which feems to want 
repair. It is a large fquare, one part plant- 
ed with trees, and the other* covered with a 
hall, where the council of commerce meetiy. 
This exchange is faid to have been built at 
three different times, in 1558, 1578, and 1669 ; 
but I CQuld wifli, for the honotir of Hamburg, 
that it was pulled down, to make room for a 
magnificent, or at leaft for a handfonie ftruc- 
fture. 

One of the public buildings beft known to 
ftrangers at Hamburg, is the Boom-houfe j 
fo called from its fituation near the booms : 
thefe are two large floating ftages about ten 
yards afunder, thrown a-crofs the river, and 
faftened with a chain, to prevent any fliips 
or craft from coming into the town after fun- 
fct. For that purpofe a watch is pofted, and 
the keys are brought away by two foldiers, and 
delivered to the burgo-mafters every night* 
I * could not find for what ufe this boom-houfe 
was firft intended ; it is now a tavern, where 
are retailed the greateft variety of wines and 
malt liquors, efpecially the latter, of any place 
in Hamburg. Above ftairs, on the top of this 
building, is a very large room or hall, of the 
whole breadth, and almoft the whole length 
of the houfe: moft of their genteel weddings 
and public entertainments are kept in this 
place. Jt is a great gazebo, being all one win- 
dow. 
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dow, from whence you have a pleafant view 
of a fine fruitful country, of a rich populous 
city, and of a noble river covered with fhips, 
whofe mafts appear like a great foreft, extend- 
ing down below the town o£ Altena. 

Thefituation of Hamburg, on fo beautiful a ri- 
ver, commands an immenfe trade, as fliips of no 
fmall burthen can come up to the merchants 
doors to deliver and take in their lading. Thofe 
indeed of the largeft fize, are obliged to caft an- 
chor four miles below the town, at a place cal- 
led New Mills, and unlade their goods into 
finaller veffels. The Elbe, and the many navi- 
gable rivers that fall into it, fiimifh this town 
with all the products and manufadures of Auf- 
trii, Bohemia, Upper and Lower Saxony: by the 
Havel and Spree, it has s^ communication with 
the eleftorate of Brandenburg ; and by a canal 
from the Spree to the Oder, its commerce is ex- 
tended to Silefia, Moravia, and Poland, The 
chief commodities which it exports, are linens 
of fevera.1 forts, particularly Silefia diapers and 
lawns; Hamburg dowlas, and other ftrong 
linen from Weftphalia and Lower Saxony; 
linen yarn in great abundance, from Sile- 
fia and Lufatia ; tin plates and wire of iron, 
brafs and fteel, chiefly from Upper Saxony ; 
clap boards, pipe and hogfliead-ftkves, wainfcot 
boards, oak plank, and timber, with kid-fkins 
in great quantities from Brandenburgh an 4 
Vol. I. E Saxony* 
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Saxony. Among the humeroiis' drticles tfr' 
importatfon, I reckon chiefly the woolen maf-^ 
nufaftures of England ; the value of th6fc 
fent from Yorkfliire, is faid to amount to afet^it' 
loooool. The number ofEngliffi fliips aloAi, 
i^hich enter this harbour yearly, is upward^ of 
two hundred ; moft of which come from Sp^in^ 
Portugal, and Italy, and are freighted by thef 
merchants of this^ city, as fliips 6f quick^f dis- 
patch than their own bulky veffel^ Yet tlf^y 
employ a great number of their owh Giip^ in 
the Greenland fifhery, as alfo in the wine tirade 
to France, and their commerce with England. 
They have twenty large (hips, which make one 
voyage to London and back again every year; 
and as they fail much cheaper than^our Englifli 
veffels, fcarce any other but Hamburghers are 
employed in this trade, except a few on ac- 
count of goods, which, by our laws, are not 
importable in foreign bottoms. In Ihort, Ham- 
burg may properly be ftiled the ftore-hbufe of 
Germany, and a great part of the North, fur- 
nifhing them with all the neceffaries, conve- 
niencies, and fuperfluities of the other parts of 
the globe. 

The manufactures which they carry on 
themfelves, are, firft, that of fugar-baking, or 
refining ; but they are obliged to have their 
mufcovado fugars chiefly from Great Britain. , 
You niay judge of the importance of this ma- 
nufafture, from the number of fugar-bakers, 

I who 
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wha ^re hid to be three hundred, and fupply 
the gp:«at;cft pirt; of Germany and the North. 
Xh€ffccon4 is that q£ wesiving velvets as well 
a& dai^afl^s, and brocades^ and other rich iilks.. 
The third is gpl4 and i^Iver kce. The fourth 
is th;^t of ^ni^ ftpcjj^iiigs^ ha which they employ 
Yaftaw»fe?F§ ^ their pqon The fifth is callicoe- 
priating, which is become an immenfe ma- 
R^*%iFe. The iix;th is that of dying, an 
article io, which they are great proficients. 
The H^B^t)i}rgheFS have alio a confiderable 
fliare in the wh^e-filhery of Greenland; and 
the fins ^d whjd^bpncs which they draw from 
it, may be deemed ?s a manufadure wholly 
conducted by their own people. 

Their cuftoto-houfe is a fmall upper room 
in the Guildhall, where all the'ofBcers confifl: 
af one pf the Senators (who iferve alternately 
and gratis) and three clerks; the fdhator, as 
^pimiffipupr, takes the money and figns the 
cockets : tjiefe few officers, with two more in 
the Mature of fearchers, at the entrance of thp 
harbour, do the w|iole bufinefs of the cuftoms . 
in fo great ^nd commercial a city. This . is 
owing to the fmallnefs of their duties, which 
gives little encouragement to fmuggling, and 
cQijfequently prevept^ the neceffity of a fwarm 
frf cuftpm-houjfe o$Ger$. But the excife, or 
diity on inl?n4 cpnf\imptipn, is laid pretty 
he^vy, a$ is Holland, in prder tq lighten the 
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cuftoms of imports and exports. TheyhaVenflt 
carts,, or wheel-carriages, to draw their goods 
through the. town, but make ufe of men for 
a drudgery, which every where elfe is per* 
formed by horfes. Thefc carriages are no 
more than a long pulley, laid upon an axle-tree, 
between two wheels; linked to which you will 
fee a number of robuft fellows, with flings 
crofs their flioulders, to draw a very trifling 
load. Thefe are the city porters, who form 
a kind of fociety or company, and make great 
interefl: to be admitted as members. Whatfliews 
the prejudice of cuftom, is the Hamburgh- 
crs ftrenuoufly ftanding up in defence of this 
manner of carrying goods, in preference to all 
.others. The only plaufiblc argument in fup- 
port of it is the narrownefs of the ftreets, which 
indeed would render a multitude of carts ex- 
tremely inconvenient 

The bank of Hamburg is one of the beft and 
fafefl: in Europe, being under the direction of 
four of the principal perfons of the city, nomi- 
nated by the whole body of the republic. In 
cafe of any fraud or embezzlement, the ftate is 
engaged to make good their deficiencies : and 
to prevent any fuch malverfation, the officers 
are obliged to clear all accounts twice a week. 

The Hamburghers keep their accouQts in 
marks and fchillings; fixteen fchillings to a 
mark : a fchilling is worth a penny Eijglifli. 
The coins current both here and at Lubeck, 

are 
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are In bUlon, a dreyling of three pfennings, or 
quarter of a fchilling, called alfo a witte, worth 
one farthing : a fechfling of fix pfennings, worth 
a halfpenny : a fchilling, worth, as I faid be- 
fore, a penny; a two fchillings, worth two- 
pence : and a four fchilling piece, worth four- 
pence fterling. In filver ; a half n^ark, or 
eight fchillings, worth eight pence : a mark, or 
fixteen fchillings, worth fixteen pence : a dou- 
ble mark, worth two fliillingS and eight pence : 
in Lubeck, they have alfo fince 1752, a, cur- 
rent dollar of three marks, worth near five 
fliillings fterling ; and both have a bank or rix- 
dollar, which pafles for three marks nine 
fchillings current. In gold ; they have ^ ducat, 
current for feven marks, more; or lefs, and a 
double ducat at fourteen marks. They have 
alfo great plenty of foreign gold, as Danifli 
ducats, Holland ducats, French piftolfes, Brunf^ 
wick and Pruflia piftples, and new French loui- 
dores, though the value of all or moft pf thefc 
varies according to the courfe of exchange. 
The bank money is generally about fifteen or 
fixteen per cent, better than the current. 

The Britifli faftory ftill makes a confiderable 
figure in Hamburg. This fociety of merchant 
adventurers removed from Flanders to this city, 
and were poffeffed of very great privileges fo 
long ago as the reign of queen Elizabeth. They 
had an exclufive privilege of importing cloth ; 
but fince king William's time that trade has 
E 3 ; been 
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bisen open, \vhich has greatly dimitiHhed tlic 
fplendor of the factory. They ate incWpof ated 
into a company, confifting of thirteen members, 
a governor and deputy-governor. As they are 
exempted from the jurifdi<fUorn 6{ khe ^city 
courts, all dii^^utes among themfelves are de* 
terihineti by a plurality of voices ; but contiefts 
with a iDurgher, require the prefence of two 
fenatdrs. Their judgments are fuihmary anil 
impartial, and on that account greatly re- 
fpe^ed by the burghers. For tranfafting 
their afFairs, they have a handfome large build- 
ing in the middle of the towh, called the En- 
glifli Houfe, where they have apartments for 
their officers, with a neat chapel, and of a 
very gbod fize. The chaplain is* the Hev. Mr. 
Vaugh^an, a clergyman of great piety and learn- 
ing, to whofe civilities I ani much indebted.^ 
The deputy-governor is Mr. Hanbury, a gen- 
tleman whofe integrity, abilities and focial 
virtues, do honour to his country. I liad 
the pleafure of being entertained at his houfe 
with true Britiih hofpitality. At this feafon 
he is moftly at his country-feat, as are many 
of the other merchants. The factory have a 
pleafant fpot of grouad for a . bowling-green, 
fituated near the new church of St. Michael, 
in a very good air, with a convenient houfe, 
furrounded with tall handfome trees, where 
they frequently meet for recreation and exer- 

cife 
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cife. At the fame place there is a rcgylar 
weekly affembly, at which the gentlemen and 
ladies of Hamburg intermix with thofe of the 
jFaftory, and amufe themfelyes with chit-chat, 
cards and dancing. 

There is a prodigious number of Jqwjb in 
this city, who are allowed very great privileges 
in trade, but have no fynagogue, being obliged 
to perform their religious worfhip in Altena. 
Their chief dealing feeras to be in the exchange 
of money, which they carry on with indefati- 
.gable aifiduity. As foon as a ftranger fets up 
at an inn, thefe children of Ifrael have notice 
of it from the hoft, or the people of the houfe ; 
and they are fure to wait on him the next 
morning, before he is up, in order to offer their 
fervice," and to defraud him as much as they 
can. What is intolerable, they will not take 
their anfwer, but, like fturdy beggars, will 
torment you with their importunities. Nay, 
they fometimes bolt into the room, without 
knocking at the door; a degree of infolencc 
to which I have often been witnefs. 

JBut you are not from hence to form an idea 
of the manners of the Hamburghers. Inflead of 
Clocking you with rude behaviour, they are re- 
markable for their politenefs, and inferior in 
,no refpect for amiable accomplifhments to the 
reft of the Germans. To enable you therefore 
to judge of their charader, I Ihall give you a 
E 4 . few 
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few obfervations, which 1 made fome years 

ago, on the manners of this refpedable na* 

tion. 

The Germans are a tall, robuft, people,* 
diflFering very little from the EngUfh in fizc 
and complexion. The women^ in particu- 
lar, are very handfome. They are bred up with 
great referve, and behave moft obfequioufly to 
their hufbandsr The nobility are perfons of 
great honour, and all their fons inherit their 
father's title. The people, in general, are free, 
open, and fincere, and difiinguifliable above all 
natipns for their hofpitality. This is the cha^ 
rafter they bore even in Julius Caefar's time, 
who tells us that their houfes were open to all 
men ; that they confidered it as a bafe a£l 
to affront a traveller, and as a point of religioa 
to proteft thofe who came under their roof. 
A fingle letter of recommendation to a gen- 
tleman in any part of Germany, is fufficient 
to procure the bearer an agreeable reception 
throughout the country. They are great lovers 
of good cheer, but not to that degree of excefe 
as we fuppofe in England, where, I believ?, 
there is more intemperance in drinking, than 
in Germany : and indeed, in polite companies, 
hard drinking is pretty much left oflF, except, 
as I have been informed, in the ecclefiaftical 
electorates. Their entertainments are luxuri- 

rious : 
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ous J for they think they never can fliew too 
iHuch civility to their guefts. But. their com- 
plaifance is generally carried too far, which 
defeats the very end of it, and gives rather paia 
than pleafure to thofe whom they intend to 
honour. 

They are fond of chefs and billiards, efpecially 
the latter ; but hunting the wild-boar is the 
Iport chiefly followed liy perfons of diftindion. 
Their paflion for travelling renders them affable;^ 
and complaifant Few nations furpafs them 
in the mechanical arts. In philofophy and polite 
literature they have acquired great reputation; 
and notwithftanding the French charge them 
with want of vivacity, the productions of fome 
of their late writers fliew that they arc not in- 
-ferior to that vain people in fire and iinagina* 
tion. They are great encouragers of printing, 
and fo curious after public news; that few towns 
or villages are w^ithout their gazette. They 
are alfo excellent engravers, and very good 
painters, efpecially in miniature. In ihort, 
learning is cultivated among thenj to fuch li 
degree, that they have above thirty univerfi- 
ties; and a German prince ufed to be proud of 
nothing fo much , as of the number of fcholars 
in his dominions. But this is a mode now 
much upon the decline, and has been fucceeded 
by a more barbarous tafte, that of priding 
(hemfelyes in the number of regimented 

men. 
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»cn, tmrkcd to the ^t o/ ^p^Jiiter ^ud 

;Sii(^^arc tiht maimej:s of the Gerijiansj^ from 
m^h^h yov ip^y ionn an idea of thofc of the ci- 
tfecDft-of Hw^burg. If thcirp ,be ^y difference, 
it is that the common people her^ are not .^igiite 
ibciyil as in -other places, which pi^rhaps . is ■. ow- 
ing to -th^ir Bb^rty, and the fgceat ih^fi fk&f 
have in the ^ovommcnt of thfc t-qmblic Be* 
^f^, iet has been long obierve<^,.that the vnlgar 
m^ioft tuning cities, are deficient in politeniels^ 
and tbeceafon is becaufe ^hey are leis held in 
iubjeAion. >ftit the better fprt X)f the inhabi- 
tenls liaving -travelled, are extremely complai* 
f»nt, lond carry their imitation pf the Frjqncli 
nation in drefe, ^utw;»rd </&F?flK>nies, and re- 
-ftned oo«niplinients, to a dejgcee Qf textra^ag^,nce. 

The w#men of this city, in general, are 
•comely, atld of a fair cofapkxion ; but I can- 
not commend their fine Ihapas, nor their carc- 
4rfs tm^nneriof .going without ftays. They arc 
•teo indiflferent about drefs at home, and perhaps 
-too fonfd of 'finery, efpeciaily in the article of 
jewels, when they appear abroad. The incon- 
nrcniency of this ill-judged pride is too often 
felt by their hufbands, whofe trade is prejudi- 
ced by fo much money lying dead in this ;ufelcfe 
ornament. They generally go veiled with 
black filk, like the ladies in Flanders, but not 
fo as to hide their pretty faces. In going to 

church. 
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<jm^h^ they ntft "foHowejl by a fervamt maid» 
who holds a prayeiMMidk in one hand, and ja 
thc'o4iher a'brefls^dvc wth, icmbcis, in ^winter- 
tiini* to wajrto her >miftrcfs. Tliis is alfo the 
fatflndn in HoIlA^d, 'where 'Aarcs of B^mihr 
3dndai^ ufed^y the women, whercwr thcygo^ 
^greafly to the pi^ej^dkei of their health, -and the 
'dimintition of their beauty. Thena^apefles of 
tittiilies in H^anibtirg are fuch^od houfewivcs, 
as not to Be jftmvejmtting^ hand ihemfelveB 
T.n ^the kitchen, 'ii^henerv^r there happens to he 
occafionj but fhey carry this part of d<^- 
-"Midftic ccconomy too far, as it is frequenlly 
"thecaiife of their not. coming to table tfll the 
Second courTe, with their faces, like the Red 
•Lion of BrenffbrB,%aIf roafted anff burnt; *ntt 
^whatis-worfe, they often make their appearance 
in ah undrefs. 

, Luxury is tifen to fo high ' a pitch in this 
< city,' that there cfeems to be an 4bfolute neceffi- 
ty for a fumptuary law to reftrain it. In 
thfeir feafts and entertainmeiits, they k>ve 
to indulge their hofpitable -genius ; Viewing 
their regard for their guefts, b^a furprizing 
profirfion of diflies,-and the greateft Variety ^f 
wines. Their wedtiings and chriftenings are 
^ moft fumptuous ; anrd even their fanerjds, where 
human vanity ought naturally to tCTmiixate, 
generally partake of the fame extravagance. 
But in the midft of this magnificence of a mtr- 

ca utile 
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i:9UQttile republic, it requires no great penetration 
to fee the fdeds of its decline. 
> Coaches in Hamburg are fp numerous, that 
there is fcarce a merchant, or even a {hoplceeper 
of any note, without his vehicle ; though they 
are very inconvenient, from the cropkednefs 
and narrownefs of the flxeets. But what is 
extraordinary, they have no coach-houfes or fta- 
bles, except in a few new built houfes. To fup- 
jjy this deficiency, the coach is drawn up ftairs, 
by means of a crane or pulley in the middle 
of the hall ; and the horfcs are obliged to take 
up their quarters in the cellar. They have a 
great number of hackney coaches, but no ftand 
for them in the fireets; fo that they muft be 
ordered fomc time before they are wanted r 
which is attended with great trouble, in cafe 
of any fudden emergency. On the other 
hand, thofe vehicles are much handfomer 
than ours in London, having glafs window^, 
like gentlemen's coaches. Their fare is pretty 
reafonable, for you can have them a whole 
day, for two dollars, in town, [^a dollar is 
four fliillings] and three dollars in the coun- 
try. Yet to guard againft the rain, almoft all 
the men carry an umbrella in their hands, and 
the women have their parafoles of filk to fhade 
them from the fun. 

Though the merchants in general are men 
of great honour in their dealings, the fhop- 

keepers. 
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teepcrs, or retailers, do not bear the fame cha- 
rafter, but are charged, and I am afraid too juft- 
ly, with impofing on ftrangers. This I know 
by experience, that you may generally give 
them one half of what they afk. Ano- 
ther complaint againft the fliop-keepers is, 
the drink-gelt^ or drink money, to their fer- 
vants, who will not carry home the leaft thing 
to their /cuftomer, though he lives, perhaps, in 
the fame ftreet, without importuning him for 
drink-money. 

As Hamburg is overftocked with moft com- 
modities, fo it is with lawyers, and hardly i 
tenth part can be employed in the Senatfc, 
or at the bar. The poorer fort of them 
ufed to be paid for walking in funeral proceffi- 
ons; but that cuftom is now laid afide. There 
are few or no beggars in the ftreets, the magif- 
trates taking care to employ the indigent that 
will work, in the manufacture of knit ftockings ; 
and to fend fuch as will not work, to the houfe 
of correction : the few incapable of labour are 
maintained by their refpe<ftive parifhes. 

The police of this city, indeed, is admirable, 
efpecially in what relates to the meaner fort of 
inhabitants. Every rank or order have fomething 
to diftinguilh them in their drefs, and even 
the poorer people make a decent appearance. 
, This is particularly obfervable in their fervant- 
maids, who all wear the fame kind of uniform 
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lubit, confifting of x pertticoat ajtid jacket of 
fergc, on weekrdajs ; and o£ doth oir flight 
iOk on Sundays;, a Hiuiea cap clpiie: Ux theif 
headsy^ and ao farther than their eaxs^ wijth ao 
edging or border of ttiuflin, a linen or, fiU^ 
handkerchief ; and they al} weax bltck apronf^ 
Their wages are fjnaU, ieldoni. above forty 
ilullixags a year ; yet they are always decent and 
cfeai^ and what is alfo vemarkable» moft of 
them sare very handfonoie. To collect fuch 4 
number of pretty girls into one city, the whole 
circle of Lower Saxony muft be ranfacked. 
When they happen to be debauched, which is 
faid to be frequently the cafe, they ferve ia the 
capacity of nurfes, and are generally pi:eferred 
for that employ to married women c I ob- 
fervcd the fame praftice formerly at Antwerp^ 
and the reafon given for the preference, in both 
cities is the fame ; that as the children of thofe 
wenches are the offspring of love, the mother's 
milk muft be moft wholefome. 

There are few robberies and thefts ever heard 
of in Hamburg, and confequently few exe- 
cutions. They have a cuftom, never to put a 
malefactor to death, till the caufe has been revi- 
fed, and the fcntence confirmed, by fome Ger- 
man univerfity. This, I apprehend, is to take 
off the odium' from the magiftrates, and to 
ihew the equity of their proceedings. After 
fentence, the prifoner, inftead of being confined 
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to a dungeon, hr lodgtid in a handfomc itlom^ 
and alfovi^ed alt reaftmabie indulgence ift eatmg 
ind drinkiiig. From that t'rme he is always at>- 
tendedbya clergyman, til! he toakes hii^ exit." 
The tbrture is ftiH here in nfe ,• and fot tetrf dcr, 
or other attociotis crimes, they break the malcJ- 
foftor upon the -tirheel. The cxectrtidn^r'^ 
office is not fo infamous as with iiSj and he has 
a genteel income, arifing from his fitlary, and 
from feveral petquifites. 

No ftews are allowed in Hamburg, no 
ftreet- walkers or common hariots parading 
in public. Nay, fuch is. the fcrcrity of thei^ 
police, as to punifli fornication and adultery 
with heavy fines ; the former is faid to be fifty 
dollars, the latter double that fum. The fine 
is levied on the male delinquent, upon the con- 
feffion of the female. But I do not find that 
any punilhment is infiided on the latter. The 
reafon of this difference may be^ that the ma- 
giftrates fuppofe the weaker fex to be gene- 
rally betrayed into fbch acls of incontinency 
by artifice and feduftion. But the Hamburghers 
are indemnified for this reftraint, by the liber- 
ties granted at Altena, which is over-run with 
ftews, and may be juftly ftiled a fink of iniquity 
and corruption. 

Hamburg abounds with diverfions of differ- 
ent forts J for though the inhabitants are fo 
eager in purfuit of trade, they are no enemies 
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ta pleafure ; nay, the latter feems to be tha 
grt^t end of their indufby. They hunt after 
money, in order to enjoy life, and not for the 
fidce of being faid to die rich. Their highefl 
enjoyment, in fummer-time, is in giving enter- 
tainments at their gardens and country-houfes : 
but thefe entertainments are often attended 
with the ruin of merchants, by living above 
their condition, and neglecting their affairs in 
town, which are left to the management of fer* 
vants* The beauty of thefe villas had been 
reprefented to my friend M. D. and me in 
brilliant colours, which made us defirous of - 
taking a view of fome of thbfe moft worthy 
of notice, feated chiefly in the territories of 
Hamburg, within two, three, or four miles of 
the city. 

We hired a coach for the day, and fet out 
for Wanfbeck, a plcafant village, where a fair 
was held at that very time, which drew a vaft 
concourfe of people. We got out of thp croud 
as fooa as poffible, and went to fee baron 
Schmalman's gardens : they had been greatly 
magnified to us in defcription; but the truth is, 
they are not Half finifhed, fo that no judg- 
ment can, as yet, be formed, of their beauty. 
We went into the houfe, which affords no- 
nothing remarkable. From thence we drove to 
M. Voght's gardens, which are alfo cried up to 
the fkies : they are laid out in walks and allies, 
with yew-trees cut in different forms on each 

fide 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



L E T T E R IL &5 

fide of the walks ; but it is all in the Dutch taile^ 
and without fhe leaft refemblancc of nature. 
There are, bej&des, feveral bufts or ftatues, but 
no antiques; thehoufe, however, is a handfom^ 
building. From hence we proceeded to Bill- 
Werder, a name given to a flat traft of land, 
which extends for fome miles along the 
Elbe, and is full of villages, g;^rdens, and 
country-houfes. This extent of ground was 
formerly a marfh, but has been drained, and 
now produces very good grafs, with plenty of all 
forts of fruit Here we went to fee M. PicheFs 
gardens, which are reckoned the fineft and 
moft fpacious of any about Hamburg, This 
gentleman and M. Voght are both opulent 
merchants. The gardens are laid out, like 
thofe we had feen before, in long Ihady 
walks, and abound with yew-trees, cut in the 
form of feftoons and colonades, which at a finall. 
diilance make a pretty appearance. Here are 
feveral pieces of water, and a fummer-houfe, in 
which the family occafionally dine, or drink tea 
and play at cards. Our next ftage was to Horn, 
a pleafant village where they have a variety 
of gardens; the chief are thofe of M. Greves, 
and the two brothers of the name of Rey- 
ners. M. Greve's gardens are much in the 
fame tafte as thofe of M. PichePs, but not of 
fo great' a compafs. Reyner's gardens far ex- 
ceed all the reft in, fancy, and elegance; they 
l^ave feveral water-works, which were played 
Yoi,. I. F off 
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oS for our entertainment; and what ple^-^ 
fed us prodigioufly was the fifk-ponds, well 
flocked with large carp, which came up in 
flioals on the furface of the water, to be fed by 
the gardener. Here alfo we faw a fine kitcherr 
ground, and plants of good wall fruit : but, 
upon the whole, none of thefe gardens an- 
fwered our cxpeftations, though, perhaps, they 
wouM have pleafed us more, had not they been 
fo highly extolled. From thence we proceeded 
to a.publick houfe, where we had a good din- 
ner, and ftaid till evening, when we returned to 
town. The road from Horn is very fine, and 
on each fide of it the opulence of Hamburg is 
difplayed in the number of gardtens and fight- 
ly places, which afford a moft agreeable pro- 
fpea. 

Notwithftanding the affluence of theHamburg-- 
ers, and the great refort of ftrahgers, the houfes^ 
of public accommodation are very indiffer- 
ent You eat tolerably well, but the rooms a!?e 
paltry and dirty, and you meet with the worft 
ef attendance. The fervants of the houfe will 
not move a ftep for you ; all they have to do, 
they tell you, is to wait at table ; fo that if your 
own fervant is ill, or out of the way, you muft 
pay a porter only to go to the next door for the 
moft trifling meffage. The badnefs of their 
cafements and locks is provoking, and their ge- 
neral want of delicacy and neatnefs- mofl dif- 
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^ftiiig. But, Indeed, this is a misfortune that 
an Englilb traveller ineets with in moft foreign 
countries, where he will generally have caufe 
to lament the want of eleanlinefs fo confpicu- 
ous in our inns and public-houfes* I remem- 
ber I afked oiu- Euffian fellow-travellers, after 
live had been here a few days, how they liked 
Hamburg? and the anfwer was, that they 
might hav€ liked it well enough, if they had 
not feen London. I have been in moft of their 
inns, either by way of vifit, or to dine at 
their ordinaries, and faw none but what were 
very indifferent. Their ordinaries are toler- 
able ; they are generally at a mark, * or fix- 
teen pence per head, exclufive of wine ; for 
which you haye a foup, with three or four 
diihes, and a defert. You fee no fcrambling 
among them, as at fome of dur Englilh or- 
dinaries; and they are always fure to help a 
ftranger, before any other perfon in the 
coHipany. Their butcher's mi&t is very good j 
the fame may be faid of their tame fowls j 
and notr above half the price of what they 
are in London. I cannot much commend 
theif venifon ; yet both their venifon and wild 
fowl are dear* Their markets are well ftored 
with fi&, which is cheap and good ; they 
pretend to have a different kind of this com- 
mpdity in the beft of its feafon, for every month 
in the year. But they have no mackarel, 
F 2 freih 
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frelh herrings, nor fprats; and their oyftcts 
they axe obliged to bring either from England 
or Holftein. They were once famous for their 
beer manufadory, if I may fo call it, with 
which they fupplied all the neighbouring pro- 
vinces; but wine is now become fo cheap, 
that their brewery is negledcd, and in general 
their beer is none of the beft. In fome places, as 
the Boom-houfe and others, they fell London 
porter, and Yorklhire ale, and a white frothy 
beer made up in the country, called Winfen 
beer, which they value very much ; but to me 
k is extremely difagreeable. 

I mentioned to you that they have great 
plenty of wines, French and German growth. 
The former are chiefly white, for they have 
very little claret, at leaft I have feen none but 
at private houfes; what fome peribns call 
claret here, is a very inferior wine, and indeed 
a thin, meagre, four beverage. The white 
French wine is*a far better liquor ; they have 
it of different prices, from four-pence to a 
fliilling per quart; when kept to a proper 
age, it is a good liquor. Burgundy is very 
fcarce, and they feldom have it of the beft 
growth ; their champagne is better, being 
ektremely fond of this liquor at the clofe of 
their entertainments. They have Rhenifli and 
Mofelle wines in abundance ; and as for Old 
Hock, this city may be faid to be the.grand re- 
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pofitory, from whence the North is fupplied 
with that commodity. They have it from twelvc- 
pence, to fixtecn-pencc, twenty-pence, and two 
fliillings a quart, according to its age. But 
their principal place for drinking Old Hock, is 
the Rath's-Keller, or public cellar. My friend 
M. D^. and I having heard much of this place, 
went thither out of curiofity, in company with 
captain H. a young officer, from the dutchy of 
Mecklenburg. We got acquainted with this 
gentleman in a very odd manner, by dining at 
the Black Eagle, wKerc they have an ordinary 
every day, and very good company. The cap- 
tain is frank and open, but noify and loquaci- 
ous : finding we were Englifb^ he addrefled his 
difcourfe particularly to us, fliewing us every 
mark of regard ; and on the other hand, his 
being a native of Mecklenburg was a circum- 
fiance that prejudiced me in his favour. 
He had been in the Auftrian fervice, and is go- 
ing to Denmark, about fome private affairs, 
from whence he intends to embark for Portu- 
gal, in order to enter that fervice. After 
dinner, hearing we were for a walk, he would 
be of our company, and infifted upon attending 
us ; we begged to be excufed, but he would 
accept of no refufal: fo that we found ourfelves 
exa6Uy in the cafe of Horace, when he met the 
impertinent in the Via Sacra. We told him w« 
bad a vaft way to go, even as far as Altena ; 
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that we had vifits to diakc, &c, He itplict im^ 
mediately. 

Never talk 
Of diftanee, for I love a walk. 
I never have the leaft enjoyment 
In idlenefs : I want eniployment j 
Come on ; I muft and will attend 
Your perfons, to your journey's find, 

In fliort, as the poet continues : 

Like vicious afs, that fretting bear^ 
A wicked load, we hung our ears, 
and were obliged to fubmit to his intrufion, 

When we came to the cellar, we were fur^ 
prifed at the difagreeablenefs of the place, anct 
that fuch a deal of good company fliould refort. 
to a fcene of gloom and darknefs; for you muft 
burn candles in the middle of the day, or you 
can fcarce fee one another. It is properly 2^ 
cave, to which you have an eafy defcent by a 
low vaulted entrance. The direftion of it is in 
one of the burgo-mafters, three fenators, and 
three burghers ; but the immediate manage- 
ment is comfnitted to a fteward, who has a prot 
Stable bufinefs of it. The ftock of wine pre-f 
feryed in this fubterraneous tavern, is prodi- 
gious ; we tafted of different growths, which 
were all very good. But ^s I am no admirer of 
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Old Hock, and I did not like the place, we 
niade but a fliort ftay ; and when we came to 
pay, we found that the good-natured, trouble- 
feme captain had fatisfied the reckoning. This 
is the cuftom of the Germans, that not only at 
their houfes, but wherever they attend or ac- 
company a ftranger, they will not fuflfer him 
to be at any expence. From hence the captain 
infifted upon attending us to the coffee-houfe, 
'where we drank very good coffee, concluding 
ourfelves condemned to hear his noify tongue 
the whole evening ; but, by good fortune, a 
party at billiards was propofed by fome gen- 
tlemen in the room, and the captain being fond 
of play, agreed to make one, which gave us an 
opportunity to Ileal away, Jic nos firvavit Afolk. 
Our evening tvas fpent chiefly in congratulating 
each other on our efcape, and indulging our 
reflexions on the captain's charader. This gen- 
tleman's intentions were unqueftionably very 
laudable; his good-nature prompted him tb 
fliew his particular regard to us as ftrangers j 
and perhaps had he been lefs noify, his civility 
would have been more acceptable. But to force 
himfelf upon perfons whom he never faw be^ 
fore, and who plainly intimated they did not 
defire his company, was ading diametrically iA 
oppofition to good-breeding; and fliewing a 
complaifance, which in England would be 
reckoned great rudenefs : but the captain, in- 
deed, is, in every refpeft, ah original. 
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Befides the Rath's-Keller, there are vaft num- 
bers of inferior wine-cellars, in all parts^of the 
town ; which are kept in the nature of taverns; 
but they drefs no viftuals, and if you want 
, any thing to eat with your liquor, you muft 
fend to an eating-houfe. There are a few En- 
glilh houfcs of entertainment, the principal of 
which is Parilh's, on the Vorfet, chiefly fre- 
quented by matters of merchant-men. 

Thoiigh they have fcarce any good iims 
at Hamburg, they can boaft of excellent 
coffce-houfes, which aru chiefly about the 
Exchange: they feem to be defigned rather 
for pleafure and diverfion, than ifor the tran- 
fafting of bufinefi. Moft of the rooms have 
a billiard. table, where they are conftantly 
playing from morning till night. This is 
a great hinderancc to the reading of the 
news-papers, of which they have a variety in 
German, French and Englifli. The multitude 
of people that frequent the coffee-houfes for 
the fake of play is furprifing; numbers of 
them are fliarpers, under the titles of counts 
and barons, who lye In wait for ftrangers, to 
ieek whom they may devour. At Dreyer's 
coffee- houfe there is a great deal of good 
company; they have five billiard-tables, and 
feveral rooms where they play at ombre and 
whift, the latter being now a fafliionable 
game in this country. The company play, 
pretty deep, arc well attend^d^ witli waX- 

lights, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



L E T T E R n. 7j 

lights, filver candlefticks, and other articles of 
elegance. Afteiv play, they either retire to thdr 
refpedive homes to fupper, or drink a glafs of 
wine, and eat a bit of cold collation at the cof- 
fce-houfe. It is very iafe going home, the 
ftreets being pretty well Kghted ; and befides 
there are boys that attend about the coffee- 
houfes, with lanthorns fixed on the top of 
poles, who fee you to your lodgings for a 
trifle. The great obje6Uon to their coffee- 
houfes, is the confiant fmoaking permitted in 
thofe places, in confequence of which a firanger 
not accuftomed to this elegaxM; pradice, is in 
danger of being fuffocated. 

The Hamburghers are great lovers of muii(^ 
and had, till very lately, a pretty good opera. 
How this entertainmentcame tobedifcontinued, 
I could not difcover ; perhaps it proved too ex- 
penfive for fo imall a republic. However, they 
have a handfome play-houfe, about the fize of 
the Little Theatre in the Hay-market, dramatic 
performances being afted in the German Ian-- 
guage, by a very good company of comedians^ 
The price of the boxes is about half a crowut 
and the other places in proportion. The Ger-- 
mans have not a great number of original 
plays J moft of their pieces are tranflations 
from the French ; but they arc getting out of 
this fervile ftate by degrees, and fomc other na- 
tions are falling into it You remember the 
2 charade* 
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charaftcr of the German ftage, given by a royal 
Iiiftorian*, That their dramatic authors are 
entirely unacquainted with the rules of the 
ftage ; that their tragedy is only a monftrous 
compound of bombaft and buffoonery ; and 
their comedy mere face, offenfive to tafte and 
good-manners. The cafe is now much altered ; 
the French tafte is fpread over all Germany, 
and has given a new elegance to their theatri* 
cal diverfions. 

Not far from the playhoufe, is the famous 
mall called the Jungferri Steig, or Maiden's- 
WaBc, where the inhabitants refort for the 
fake of company, air and exercife. It is 
fituated at the head of the Alfter, and ex- 
tends, along this beautiful bafon into the 
heart of the city. Its length may be about 
a thoufand' feet, but it is rather too nar- 
row, being not above twenty or twenty-five 
feet in breadth : it is bordered round by a 
row of trees, and railed in on the water-fide : 
there are feveral flairs, for the conveniency of 
boats and covered barges, which will hold eight 
or ten people, with a table; in the£e they 
•frequently fup, being rowed up and down, 
and mufic playirig. On the other fide is a 
handfome ftreet, with a row of fine houfes. 
Among thefe is one lately purchafed by her 
fercne highnefs the dutchefs of Mecklen* 

* Memoirs of Brandenburjgh, 
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iHirg ScWerin, who fpends here every year 
ta^ro of* three months in the fummer, for the 
Cak^ of freqtieiiting the puUk fpccfaclcs^ 
^hich the duke, her hirihand, does not think 
proper to tolerate in his own dominions. Her 
highncfe is here at prefent, akmg with her fifter- 
in-law, princefs Ukica ; but as I intend to fet 
out foon from hence, I Ihall pofipone paying 
my refpefts to them, till I come to Schweiia^ 
the place of their ufual refidence. 

The Hamburgers themfelves have properly 
no nobility ; but there is always a refort of nOr 
bles from the neighbouring countries of Hol^ 
" ftein and Lunenburg, efpecially in the winter, 
on accoimt of their public diverfions. There 
are alfo feveral public minifters in this city, who 
have the title of envoys to the circle of Lower 
* Saxony, and fome of them make a coniideraUe 
figure. I have not had the pleafure of feeing 
our minifter Mr. Woodford, who is very fond 
of the country, and refides chiefly at his villa in 
Holflein. His Britannic majefty's agent to the 
circle of Lower Saxony, is Mr. Emanuel 
Matthias : I had the honour of being recom- 
mended to him by his worthy brother, my ve- 
ry good friend, Mr. Vincent Matthias, of the 
queen's treafury ; and can afliire you that I have 
greatly profited by fo powerful a recommen- 
dation. This gentleman, I mean Mr. Emanuel, 
is the youngeft of five brothers, who live 
fvith great reputation in London, and are be- 
loved 
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loved and efteemed by all tho£b who have the 
jdeafure of their acquaintance. He has refidM 
here upwards of twenty years^ fo that he is ia 
a manner naturalized to the country. His 
manners are frank and open, his difpofition ge« 
ninrousy and his temper afl^ble and engaging. 
Upon my arrival in this city, he received me 
with the utmoft politenefs, and has endeavoured 
to render my ftay as agreeable as poflible.' I 
could not help faying lefs to you of a perfon^ 
to whom I am not only indebted for his prefent 
civilities; but likewife for the great pains he has 
taken to promote, even in this diftant country, 
the fubfcription of my Vandalia. On which 
account I naturally call to mind the genteel be- 
haviour of the whole faftory, to whom I muft 
always acknowledge myfelf much indebted, for 
the honour they have done me, by their gene- 
rous fubfcription. 

The walks about Hamburg are vaftly pleafant, 
and much rcforted to by the inhabitants, elpc- 
dally on Sundays ; when divine fervice being 
over, they flock in great crouds to the adjacent 
parts, and chiefly to Altena. But it is a 
check to their pleafure, that the gates of the 
city are flitit by fUn-fet, which obliges great 
numbers to break up fooncr than they other- 
wife would, from company. For the direc- 
tion of the inhabitants, there are printed tables. 
Clewing at what hour the gates are opened and 
Ihut, throughout the year. But there is not a 
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pleafanter walk about Hamburgh, than that. 
on the ramparts, which are fo large, that three 
or four coaches may eafily go a-breaft, and 
being planted with rows of tall trees, form a 
moft agreeable avenue.: here you have an ex- 
tenfive profpeft of the river, the town of Alte- 
na, and a charming country^ The territories 
of the republic -are but fmall ; on the north 
one mile ; to the eaft along the Elbe, about 
fixteen, but not above four miles in breadth ; 
and Altena on the weft, within half a mile. 

My friend M. D. and I went feveral times to 
fee this, modern town, which in fo fhort a time 
has reared its head, and by the exteniion of its 
trade, feems to rival Hamburg. I make no 
doubt but you have heard of the origin of its 
name, which was given it by the king of Den- 
mark, merely out of a banter to the deputies of 
Hamburg : for the latter, in their remonftrance 
to the king, having frequently made ufe of 
the words, Dat is al U t?^, which fignifies in Low 
German, it is too near^ meaning to Hamburg, the 
king took notice of the three laft monofyllables, 
and faid he muft build the town ; but to oblige 
them he would call it by the name they had 
given it. Altena is fituated upon the north 
banks of the river Elbe, like Hamburg, from 
whence it is about half an Englifli mile diftant. 
The fpace between the two towns is open and 
j^eafant, the river Elbe, at the foot of lofty 
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banks, rolling its waters on the left, ami ait 
agreeable avenue of trees fading you from tiic 
fummer heats on the right. It is an open un* 
fortified towti, fubjeft to the king <if Den-* 
mark. In I7i3» the Swedes, under general 
Steinbock, burned it down to the ground ; but 
it has fince rifen more beautifully out o£ it9 
afhes. The ftreets are regularly laid out, fyz^ 
cious, and well paved; thehoufes built of Ixick^ 
and pretty uniform, but with no great elegance^ 
It has been adorned with a town-houfe, and 
fomp other public buildings^ The convenience 
of the Elbe brings fliips of burthen to the 
merchants doors, who deal chiefly in the com- 
miflion-way, by forwarding goods to the inland 
parts of Germany. A great part of the commif- 
jEon bufinefs, with regard to the Silefia linnens, 
is likewife fallen to the merchants of Altena; 
fince the Hamburghers attempted to lay a fmall 
duty on thofe goods, which they afterwards 
took oflF, upon finding it prejudicial ; but they 
have not been able to recover the trade. The 
crown of Denmark has declared Altena a free- 
port, and it is likewife become the fiaple of the 
Danifh Eaft-India company. The merchants^ 
houfes are chiefly in the lower part of thcf 
town, where they are fubjeft to the inconveni- 
cncy of frequent inundations. The inhabi* 
tants are chiefly of the meaner fort, artificers, 
petty retailers, publicans, and Jews; for all 
librts of religion are tolerated in this town, 
4 and 
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Md feds of every kind have their refpeclive 
places of worfbip. So general a toleration 
draws a nunaber of ftrangers to Altena; a 
circumftance which, in procefs of time, may 
prove detrimental to Hamburg. But the great- 
eft encouragement feems to be given to the 
Jews; for they have not only the whok trade 
of money-changing, :d:S at Hamburg, but they 
are likewife all profejffed pawn-brokers ; and 
what is very curious, the government allows 
th^m to take twenty-five per cent, when a 
Chriftian is liable to be punilhed, for taking 
more than fix. 

Some of the merchants in the upper part of 
Altena have elegant gardens, which make a 
moft agreeable appearance on the banks of the 
Elbe. My friend M. D. and I went one after- 
noon to fee thofe of M. Fleifchman, from , 
whence we had a fine view of the Elbe, and the 
•vaft extent of country on the oppofite banks of 
that fpacious river. Thefe gardens are cut in 
diflferent gradations and flopes, on the declivi- 
ty of a hill, and feenaed to me far more beauti- 
ful than the boafted villas of Horn and Want- ^ 
beck. From thence we returned that lame 
evening to Hamburg, being invited to fup, 
where we had often before dined, at Mn 
Matthias's : this gentleman's houfe is pleafant- 
ly fituated near the ramparts, with a garden 
fronting him on the oppofite fide of the flireet^ 
and a pretty little garden of his own on the 
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back part of his houfe. We had an ekgaiiC 
cool (upper, which was fcrvcd up in the fum- 
mer-houfc ; and we fpent the remainder of the 
evening bver excellent claret, in chearfiil con- 
Terfation and innocent mirth. One of our 
company was the baron Marconnay, a young 
o$cer in the Pruffian fervice, between whom 
and Mr. Matthias there is an intimate friend- 
Clip* The baron, indeed, is very deferving of 
it, being poffeffed of numerous accompliih* 
ments : he is fenfible, polite, and good-natured, 
has read a great deal for fo young a man; 
is bleffed with a furprifing memory, has a fund 
of humour, and tells a ftory extremely well, 1 
leave you therefore to judge whether 1 was not 
happy in fuch Jgreeable company. 

In mentioning the places of public refort, I 
dould not forget the Rabe. Mr. D. and I went 
one Sunday to this village, which is only an 
Englifli mile diftant from Hamburg : it is plea- 
fantly fituated on the fide of the river Alfter, 
and diverfified with feveral avenues and ihady 
walks* Here we entered a public-houfe, con? 
tiguous to which was a garden, full of arbours, 
where people were drinking tea, wine, beer, and 
all forts of liquors. Their gardens want one 
great addition to the beauty of their walks, 
which is gravel ; for here, and indeed the 
fame may be faid of all foreign gardens^ you 
walk continually in duft and fand. There 
were feveraj Ikittle • grounds, where even 

' the 
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the better fort of people amufed themfelves 
with that exerdfe, and withfinoking tobacco, 
which, in this country, is not reckoned inde- 
licate, or offenfive to the ladies. There were 
fcveral barges on the water, where people fup- 
ped in fmall parties ; and the whole had the ap- 
pearance of feftivity and miith. 

On the oppofite fide of the Alfter, is the beau- 
tiful fuburb of St. George, where M. D. and 
I had the pleafure of taking a walk one 
evening, and were entertained with the va- 
riety of fine gardens, and neat co.untry-houfes, 
on the b^ks of the river. We embraced this 
opportunity of going to fee St George's church, 
which is a modern ftrufture, very neatly built j 
and remarkable for having the pulpit over the 
altar, like thaf <5f St MichaePs, After we had 
ieed the principal things worth notice, and 
among others fome Of the gardens or yards 
belonging to the callicoe-printers, we ad- 
journed to M. Reich's gardens, a merchant of 
Hamburg, where we were entertained Math 
that elegance and generofity for which the 
gentlemen of this city are fo eminently diftin- 
guifhed. 

Another evening we went to fee the Englifh 
bowling-green, whither we were invited by 
Mr. Matthias, and the gentlemen of the iado- 
ry. Some of the company were amufiiig^tlrem- 
felve^ pli the green ; but the far gtftztcr part 
were a^ye with the ladies, ill the aficmMy- 
YoL.f. G room^ 
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room. This aflenjibly is open, as J mentioned 
to you before, to the natives of the p^ce, wha 
live in the greateft harmony with the gentk- 
ntien of the faftory* There are gpod rocnns 
bdow ftairs, where fonae of the company ftay 
to fnpper ; and even in the aflfembly-room,any 
one may call for beer,^ punch, or wine. 

On this occafion, I had the pleafure of Wng 
introduced to M. Zinck, who refide^ h^rc in a 
public charader, being counfellor of Legation 
to his Britannic mtyefty,. as eledor of Hanover. 
Thi« gentleman is juftly celebrated for his 
profound and extenfive erudition. I tbougl)t 
myfelf very happy in the opportunity of paying 
my re^;>e<^ to him, and returning him thanks 
for the honour he had done me, in drawing up 
the advertifement of my hiftery, which was 
publiihed in the Hamburg gazette. Here alfo I 
had the fati$fa<9ion of making acquaintance 
with the Rev. Mr. Vaughan, chaplain to the 
fadory, and of feeing his daughter, Mi& 
Vaughan, a young lady endowed with beauty, 
good fenfe, and other amiable accompliih- 
ments. There were feveral other agreeable 
perfons in the roomj arid joy without a cloud 
fparklcd in every countenance. M. D. and I 
were engaged to fup with an intimate friend 
of Mr., Matthias. This was M. Walthers, a 
natiye of Hamburg, who fpeaks very good 
Engliih, having been fome time in England^ 
and being conftantly in company with the 
' I gen- 
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tlemen of the fadory. He has truly an Engliih 
heart, for no perfon living can wife better to 
Great Britain. His ftation in life is very 
genteel, being fyndic to the republic ; and his 
fortune not inconfiderable. Mrs. Walthers is 
a well-bred gentlewoman, and the pattern of a 
good houfewife : the eafe and complaifance 
with which fee treats her guefts, is moft en- 
S^gi^g* never over-afting her part, or tiring you 
with compliments. With this good family we 
ipent a pleaiant evening; our entertainment was 
elegant, the company joyous, and, to complete 
our happinefs, Mifs Walthers, who is a moft 
agreeable young lady, entertained us with vocal 
and inftrumental mufic ; for fee not only fings 
very prettily, but plays extremely well upon 
the barpfichord. 

While we were at the bowling-green, the 

Rev. Mr. Vaughan made an appointment with 

us to pay a vifit the next day to a lady in this 

town, celebrated for .her politenefs and gpod 

fcnfe, as well as for her great attachment to the 

Englife nation. This is Madam de Biclke, a 

.widow lady, and a native of Holftein: her 

hufband, I have been told, was in the Danife 

fervice, and fee has now a penfion from that 

crown. But of this I am not certain, for 

I fpeak only by reports We brcakfafted that 

day with Mr. Vaughan, and about eleven 

o^clock he was fo polite as to accompany us id 

the lady's houfe. We were introduced to her 

G 2 in 
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in a handfome drawing-room, furniflied pretty 
much in the Englifli tafte. She is a tall, well- 
fliaped lady, of a fair complexion, arid moft 
agreeable countenance. She received us with 
great chearfulnefs and complaifance, and to my 
great furprize expreffed herfelf in very good 
Englifli, though flie had never been out of 
Germany. Mr. Vaughan had made her ac- 
quainted with the motives ef my journey, 
which was in fearch of farfher materials for my 
Hiftory ; flie approved of my defign, and defired 
to be a fubfc'riber to the work. I would fain 
have made her a prefent of it, but as flie would 
not confent to it, I was obliged to acquiefcc. 
After a great deal of converfation on Engliih 
literature, in which flie feemed to bo very con- 
verfant,flie fell upon politics, and entered into a 
panegyrick on lord Chatham, with as much 
warmth and eloquence as any of his moft pafli- 
onate admirers. She was pleafed to find that 
we joined with her in opinion, and were no de- 
tractors of the glory of that gjreat minifter. 
Chocolate being over, flie fliewed us her library, 
which was well chofen, and confifted moftly of 
Englifli books, in various branches, but chiefly 
hiftory and politics. And here by the way, I 
muft obferve to you, that Englifli literature is 
greatly now in vogue in Germany, and efpecial- 
ly in Hamburg, where the merchants in common 
exprefs themfelves with eafe in our language. 
Moft of our beft writers being alfo tranflatcd 
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mto German, are become the favourite amufc- 
ttent of this nation. But to returq to Madam 
At Bielke : ihe likewife introduced us into 
her cabinet of rarities, which was very cu- 
riouB, and remarkable for a great variety of 
X>refden china. Abundance of converfation 
{)afled, and we were preffed to dine wjith the 
good lady ; but excufed ourfelves on account 
of ^ engagement. 

This was to wait upon the celebrated profef- 
for Reimarus, who had appointed to meet Mr« 
Vaughan and me. at the Gymnafium^ in order 
to fliew us the city library. The Gyranafium 
is a public fchool, founded in 16 1 g ; it was built 
new from the ground in 1 75 1, and ftands in a 
very retired place behind St. John's church. Six 
profeffors are maintained in this college ; the 
firft for Hebrew and the oriental languages, a 
|)oft long filled by the learned M. Rcimarus ; 
the fecond for mathematics; the third for 
phyfic and poetry ; the fourth for logic and me* 
taphyfics ; the fifth for rhetoric and moral phji- 
lofophy ; the fixth for the Greek tongue and 
hiftory. Over the great hall, where the lec- 
tures are delivered by the profeffors, is the pub- 
lic library, a fpacious and lightfome apartment 
The days for admittance are only Wednefdays 
and Saturdays, and even then it is attended 
with fome difficulty. ^ This I apprehend to be 
of a very bad tendency, fince it is a hindrance 
to learning, and defeats the end for which 
G 3 puUic 
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public libraries were ereded. M. Rdjnarui 
waited for us in the libmy, where ht received 
us with great civility, and wotild attend lift 
during the whole time of our vifit . He is ft 
tail, thin old gentleman, of a freih cOmplexioh 
and venerable afpeft ; he . was accompanied by 
his fon, an eminent phyfician, and by the librae 
tian, a good^ooking man, who {bemed to be 
very fond of expreffing himfelf in Latin. The 
room was well ftocked with books, but Hot, 
properly cl»ffed or ranged ; accordingly he told 
us they were rudismndigejlaque mdks. Prefenb* 
ly after he fixed his eye on a great pile of 
theological volumes, and vented an ejaculation 
with unum fcio me nihU fcire. Scarce had heufc* 
tcred thefe words, when he faluted our ears 
with another trite fentence, fare tuum nihil eft 
nifi te fcire hoc fciat alter. But finding we jiaid 
very little attention to his Latlnity, he begaa 
to fliew us the rarities of the place. The prin*- 
cipal was a very beautiful MS copy of the 
Vulgate, written in the 12 th century, and moft 
elegantly illuminated. We faw likewife a cui 
rious copy of the Corpus Juris Civilisy in two 
volumes folio, well bound and beautifully- 41*« 
luminated : within fide were marked the prin* 
ter's name and the date, Fetrus Schoiffery de Ger%- 
Jheyerij 1472; but there was no name of the 
place where printed. Oto one of the leaves 
were written thefe word^, Donum beati Nicohi 
Stamfeliif c^nfulis quondam Han^urgenjis. We 
- ' were 
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xttri srftottrsirds intf odticttd iAto a cobiaet^wliere 
strt fkw oi&Iy a £crw ikeletoM amd lu/us naturals. 
I ttiade ift^tiiiy whtthcf tJwy had any printed 
or ttiaiittfcript bbOkff relating to the hiftory of 
Meckleiibttrg } but I fouftd tti^y had only fuch 
performances as I had already {>eilafed mEfigland. 
To make amends for our difappointment, I had 
the pleaifUf e of getting acquainted in this place 
with M. Oeder, profeffor-royal of botany at Co- 
penhagen. This learned gentleman is now tra- 
velling at the Daniih king's expence, through- 
out that monarch's German dominions, with a 
view of making botanical difcoveries : the 
public is much indebted to him for thofe with 
which he has already favoured us, in the fpeci- 
men of his large work, intitled Flora Danica. 
He intends to fet out in a day or two for 
Lubeck, and as I am bound for the fame place, 
I promife myfelf much happinefs in his compa- 
ny. My intention is to take a furvey of the 
greatcft part of the dutchy of Mecklenburg, be- 
, fore I go to Strelitz, and to confer with the 
gentlemen, who are faid to bp moft convcr- 
iamt in the hiftory and antiquities of their 
country. With this view I propofe vifiting the 
univerfity of Roftock, and fliall direft my courfe 
to Lubeck and Wifinar along the Baltic coaft. 
My friend M. D. goes no farther with me j his 
curiofity is fetisfied with feeing Hamburg, and 
lie propofes returning with the fii-ft fliip to Lon- 
don^ As I Ihall be continually upon the wing, 
G 4 direct 
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direA your letters for me to Mn Matthits'St at 
Hamburgh who will take care to forward 
them. In the mean time be affiired» that 
wherever I ramble, the change of air and 
climate can make no alteration in my difpofir 
tion towards you^ being invariably 

Your fincere friend, and humble fervant, &c 
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I Left Hamburg the firft inftant, after takifig 
leave of my friend M. D. and wiihing 
him a fafe return ±o England. The agreeable 
connexions I had formed in that city, made 
me quit it with fome regret ; a misfortune inci- 
dent to travellers, '^ho when they begin 
to be acquainted with perfons of merit in a 
ftrangp country, are obliged to feparate from 
them abruptly, and to enter into new viciffi- 
tudes. If life is compared to an inn, that of 
travellers may be more particularly fo, whea 
they are continually Ihifting the fcene> without 
any fixed habitation. The pain I have fome- 
times felt at parting with an agreeable friend 
abroad, has often brought to my mind, as a 
contraft, the old man of Verona, whom th« 
poet fuppofes to have enjoyed the greateft hap- 
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ptnefey by living and dying on the fpot where 
he firft drew his breath. You remember thofe 
&ie lines of Clandian : 

• 
Felix qui patriis ovum tranfegit in agrisj 

Una^ domusfuerum quern videt^ unajtnem. 
^i bacuto nit ens in qua reptavit arena^ 

Umus numerat facula longa ca/a. 
Ilium non vario traxit fortuna tumultu^ 

Erret & extremos alter fctutetuf IheroSy , 
Flus habet hie vita^ plus babet iffe via. 

1 fet out from Lubeck at fix in the mornings 
in the common ftagci of the country, called a 
poft-waggon, which is little better thaaohe of 
our dung carts, with boards nailed a-crofs it 
for feats, and backs to them, about a foot and a 
half high. They have generally three rows of 
feats, each holding three perfons; and they 
arc befides fo incumbered with goods, that a 
paffenger fometimes has hardly toom to fet his 
feet. There is ho getting into them without a 
ladder. They travel day and night, and in all 
weather, fo that you are fiare of reaching your 
journey^s end at a ftated time. They move btit 
flowly, not above three Or four miles an hour j 
and where the roads are bad,ypu undergo many 
i fcvefe jolt. Another incoveniency is their 
being uncovered, fo that you are expofed to fun, 

hail. 
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bail; lamaad fnoiv« It is a little fhnnge tliat the 
Oennans have not yet thought of {providing 
tratelle)^ tad in t countfy where they travel 
fb nrachy widi a bettef conveniency. But what 
i8 very extraoidinary^ you pay as dear for thefe 
wretched vehicles, as we do in England for 
tommodidus ftage^maehines : you may judge 
of ^ this by the fare from Hamburg to Lubeck^ 
which is only tfairty^&t miles, and cofi me fiar 
my perfon iPour ftilluigs and three«{>tace Em^ 
glifli, and three-and-fonr-pence ibr my trunk, 
befide» drink-mt>Aey «d die pofidilions, which 
i^ a gtoat each ftage. Thefe carriages are very 
oit/tn lidily loaded, ind have always a heavy 
cheft^ in which the poft-mafters put the money 
and jewels, committed to their carej there 
is no inftance of ^eir being ever robbed, tho^ 
they travd all nighty and through woods and 
fDrejh^ with only a fingle poftiUion. But in- 
deed there is fcarcfe any fuch thing as a rob- 
bery upon the high- way in Germany. The 
poft-waggon lets out every day in fummer at 
fix in the morning and reaches Lubeck the fan» 
day ; but in winter not till the next morning. 
Yet in this miferable carriage did I venture 
to travel, preferring jui open vehicle, in or- 
der to view the country, and ftrengthen 
my conftitution by inuring myfelf to the 
weather. I only made ufe of the precau- 
tion of an oil-ikin coat and cap, to guard 
againft the rain. Happily, however, the wea- 
ther 
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tlicr has been very fine, fincc I fet foot in Ger- 
many, and I hope it will be of long continuance^ 
When I came to the Lubeck poft-offici: (for 
almoft all the German ftates have their feparate 
poft-honfes in Hamburg) I met with my ncnfy 
good natured friend captain H. who had taken 
pl^ce in the fame carriage, intending to proceed 
from Lubeck to Copenhagen* Though his 
company would not have been fo agreeable 
in a room, yet upon the road, I thought it 
might be toleraWe ; and the good-nature with 
which he exprcflfed himfelf happy in feeing mc 
again, made me retm-n him the compliment 
The road frcwn Hamburg to Lubeck is execra-* 
Wy bad, either <kcp £and or very ftoney. I Was 
jolted moft terribly, the greateil part of the 
way ; but I believe it did me great fervice: k was 
fomewhat like riding in our hackney-coaches 
in the worft ftrects in London, before the new 
regulations for mending the pavement The 
captain laughed moft heartily at my making 
wry faces. His difcourfe was as noify . as 
the rumbling of the vehicle on the fiones; 
and could be heard from fuch a diftance, 
that the poftillion had fcarce any occafion to 
found his trumpet, as is the cuftom in Germa- 
ny> upon approaching an inn or town j for the 
captain's Stentorean voice proclaimed our arri- 
val. About one o'clock, we came to a little 
village called Schoenbar^ near fourteen miles 
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£rQm Hambui^ where the poft-waggon changes 
horfesy and the paffengers ftay to dine. Here 
we were joined by the worthy profeflbr M* 
Oeder, whom I mentioned to you in my lafi; 
he travelled in his own carriage, in com* 
pany with his draughtfman. I was glad to 
get out of the abominable vehicle, in or- 
der to flretch my legs, being almoft crippled 
for want of room. There" was a pretty good 
dinner provided for us ; we eat and drank 
heartily; were very merry, particularly my 
honeft captain H. who fings a good fong; 
and at two we were packed up again in 
the waggon. Profeflbr Oeder told me, he 
would keep up with us the remainder of the 
way, and that he fhould be glad we would fix 
our quarters in the fame inn with him at Lu- 
beck, which was the fign of the king of En- 
gland. Capt H. faid he was engaged at ano* 
ther houfe, a circumftance no ways difagreeable 
to me. I was glad of the opportunity of en- 
joying the company of the learned and po- 
lite profeflbr, without any noife or diftur- 
bance. The country through which we tra- 
velled the greateft part of the morning, was 
but indifferent ; after dinner it improved, and 
we pafled by fome pleafant woods and pafture 
lands; about fix we flopped for refrefhment 
at a village called Cmmmes, in the territory 
of the elector of Hanover, four miles from 

Lubeck, 
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lubcck^ where the pofiillions got drunk^ whicli 
k not an uncommon thing in Germany. Lu* 
beck makes a very good appearance as you 
approach it, being remarkable for its' lofty 
i^ires ; the landfcape is the more agreeable, as 
the town being built on the dccHvity of a hill, 
fiiews itfelf all at once, in the form of an amphi* 
theatre; fo that you perceive its whole extent, 
before you enter it. We reached Lubeck with- 
fmt any accident by dulk, and I pitched my 
tent, as I had promifed M- Oeder, at the fign of 
the king of England* 

Since my arrival in this city, I have not been 
idle, but with the affiftance of my good friend 
the profeffor have had an opportunity of 
feeing every thing, moft remarkable and 
worthy of a traveller's notice. I had feveral 
letters of recommendation from Hamburg 
to perfons of note in this city, particularly 
one to M. Kmpp, a fenator of Lubeck. But 
1 had no occafion for recommendations ; M, 
Oeder is known here to every body of di- 
ftinclion, efpecially to the literati, who pay him, 
and indeed very defervedly, the greateft ho- 
nours. I fliall give you the fubftance of my 
obfervations and inquiries, beginning with a 
view of the city. 

Lubeck is fuppofed by fome writers to be the 
Treva of Ptolemy, who feem to found their 
conjefture on the prefent name of the river 
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mhich "^aihe^ its walls^ viz. die Trave, aacient* 
ly caUed the Qialufus. But this is deftitute of 
foundation ; and I have ihewn in the Hiftory of 
VaiidaUa^, that J^ubeck was founded by Gode<* 
icalcus, king of the Vcnedi and Qbptritef, an- 
ceftor of the moft ierene dukes of Mecklen- 
burg. At that time the whole province ofWa* 
gria, which contained the greateft part of Hoi- 
ftein, belonged to the kings of the Obotrites^ 
who had their refidence at Aldenburg^ known 
in thofe days by the name of Stargard. The firft 
mention we find of Lubeck, is in Adam of 
Bremen^ who treating of the affairs of the Ve- 
nedi under Godefcalcus^ fays, that monafteries 
were eftabliibed in different parts of the counr 
try, as in Aldenburg, Ratzburg, Lcntzen, and 
{.ubeck. Cruco, prince of Rugen, who had ufurp- 
ed the kingdom of the Obotrites, ere£led a caftle 
in this town, in 1066 ; but Henry, the fon of Go- 
defcalcus, having recovered in 11 05 his father^s 
crown, by killing Qruco, removed the town 
two miles from hence to the river Schwartow. 
By this fituation it became more expofcd to the 
Rupans, who, to revenge the death of Cruco, 
intirely demoliflied it in 11 39. The kings of 
the Obotrites, being afterwards difpoffeffed of 
Wagria, this province was given to Adolphus, 
count of SchaUmburg, who in 1 140 changed the 
fituation of Lubeck once more, and rebuilt the 

♦P. 26S. ' 
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town exa(My in the fame place where it now 
Sands, and where it was originally founded 
by Godcfcalcus. By the convcniency of its fi- 
tuation on two navigable rivers, the Travc and 
the Wackenitz, it foon became a confideraUe 
colony. The town having had the misfor- 
tune of being burnt down in 1 15^, Henry the 
lion, duke of Saxony and Bavaria, prevail- 
ed on count Adolphus to refign the ground 
to him, in confequcnce of which Lubeck was 
rebuilt, and ereded into a free-port. But 
Henry the Lion, being put under the ban of 
the empire, Lubeck fubmitted in 1 182 to Fre- 
deric Barbaroffa, who favoured it with the 
title of an imperial city. The duke reco- 
vered poffefEon of it in 11891 but in u 92, it 
fell to Adolphus, coimt of Holftdin, from whom 
it was wreftcd in 1202, by Waldcmar, duke of 
Slefwick, afterwards king of Denmark, In 
1226, it threw off the Danilh yoke, and has 
ever fince preferved its freedom and indepen- 
dence as an imperial city. 

Various are the conjeftures concerning the 
name of this city : M. Willebrant in his chra- 
nide of the Hanfe Towns, fpends four pages in 
folio upon this fingle fubjed; and after all, con- 
cludes that, there is no depending upon any of 
their etymologies. I am of his opinion ; but as 
the town was certainly buUt by the Venedi, all 

Teutonic 
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TeDtdnic^IeriTatioW.iQ this matter ought to 
be fet afid^ ; and if apy attention may be pai4 
to conje^rcs, lihould be for joining with tho& 
who deduce the nssup fronj the Vcaedic word, 
Luidoj which iignift^ ^ bride. Some pretend, 
and this is the tmditipu of the Lubeckers, that 
the town took its U^m^ from Lubovius, a iSh- 
erman, who firft ipbferved the convcniency of 
thb fiHuaiiQo for tr94e, and came tq fettle here 
with JTev^ral pf j|iis fy^^teinity. But you know. 
X <l% «0 f 48n4 jfco dark etymologies, and there^ 
^^ ihgll t^l5g up ap more of your time with 
iueh inqvirie^. 

tub^ck 13 A city of the circle of Lower Sax- 
ony, ;jnd dutchy of Hplftein, jfituated on the 
Trftve, a fi^e pavigable river, which, above the 
town, receives the .Steckenitz, another naviga- 
ble ftream, cQipmP»icating.,with the Elbe ; and 
helow the t9w», k joined by the Wackenitz, 
Hkewifc a navigable ftream, ifliiing from the 
lake of Rat^eburg. The Trave, after joining 
with the river Schwartow, emptier itfelf about 
eight miles fypm hence into the Baltic, at a 
little town called Travemunde, which is pro- 
perly the port of Lubeck. By means of thefe 
different ftre^m^ flatrbottomed veffeb may na* 
vigate from the Baltic, along the Trave, the 
Steckenitz, and the Elbe, into the German ocean. 
The city is pf an oyal form, bmlt on the two 
£4es of a Jiong hill. On tlji? fummit of the 

V9J-. t H tin 
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Bill are two large fhreets, which run in a diredr 
line the whole-length of the town, and are 
intcrfefted by feveral leffer ftreets, extend- 
ing down the declivity either eaftward, to the 
Wackenitz, or weftward to the Travc, 
By means of this fituation the town is 
always clean ; for the leaft ihower of rain 
carries o£f all the filth and dirt. The Trave, 
tliough not above twenty paces broad. 
Is of a confiderable depth, fo as to bring 
diips of burden into the heart of the city, 
which it furrounds like a ditch, adding as well 
to the ftrength as to the wealth of the place. 
Lubeck is encompafled with ftrong ramparts, 
planted with trees, and forming an agreeaWe 
walk. There are four gates to the city, and 
about nine hundred men in garrifon, without 
reckoning the burghers. Over the Holftein 
gate are thefe words : Demi concordia^ & forts f>ax 
fane res ejl omnium pukherrima. On the other fide 
is to be feen an imperial eagle crowned,^ with 
thefe words underneath : Sub alts altijftmi. Over 
the mill-gate, which was repaired in 1684, is 
the following chronogram : 

Tort a loeabafur Leopoldo Cxfdre^ fort a hac 
Tuta cuflodis Ifrael fletfixa fub alls. 

On the outfide of jthis gate, are thefe words: 
Ecce cufios Ifrael non dormit. Anno 1705. The 
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ilrects arc broad and regulay; and feveral 
planted with rows of trees. The houfes are 
large, and well-built, much in the fame pyra- 
midical form as thofe of Hamburg. The 
town is about two miles in length, and one 
in breadth ; and^ upon the whole may be reck* 
oned one of the handfomeft in Germany. The 
public buildings are numerous, among which 
the churches, the Senate-houfe, the arfenal, and 
the hofpital, are the moft confiderable. The 
principal churches in Lubeck, .are five: St. 
Mary's, the Dome, St. James's, St. Peter's, and 
St. Egidus ; the leffer, or as they call them here, 
filial churches,^ are the Burg, Holy Ghoft, 
St. Catharine's, St. Clement's ; and without the 
town-walls, St. George's, and St. Lawrence 

The church of St. Mary's is a noble lofty 
pile, far exceeding any other ftrufttire in Lu- 
beck. It ftands near the great market-place, 
and the town-houfe, in the heart of the city. 
The fteeple is the higheft in all the town, and 
divides itfclf into two fpires ; that on the north 
is two hundred and feventeen yards high, and 
was built in 1 304 ; the other on the fouth, in 
1 3 10. We went up to the top by as many fteps 
as there are days in the year, and had a fine 
profpefl: of the town and country. The en- 
trance of the church is fupported by two pillars 
of granite, each of one intire piece. The in-* 
fide is richly ornamented with piflures, and 
H 2 with 



Digitized by 



Googk 



loo L E T T E R Itt 

with the tombs of fenators and other cmi-^ 
nent perfons. Thefc ornaments, however, ap-» 
pear too much crowded ; and the eye is o£Bcnd<» 
ed at feeing them fcattered about in fuch pron 
fuiion, without any regular order. Every hole 
and corner is filled with a long infcription, con^ 
taining the charader of fome fenator or pruAf 
whofe memory, perhaps, ought to have beeii 
configned to oblivion. The high altar is re- 
markable for the beauty of the workmanihip, 
as well as ifor the richnefs of the materials, 
being of the fincft black and white marble ; it 
was made by the famous Quellinus, of Ant- 
werp, in 1697, at the expence of one of the 
burgo-mafters. 

Not far from the high altar, is the celebrated 
aftronomical clock, which, befides its largenefe, 
the multiplicity of its appurtenances, and oma* 
mcnts, is indeed an admirable piece of me- 
chanifm. On it arc fecn the ecliptic, zodiac, 
equator, and tropics ; and what is aftoniihing, 
the planets in their feveral courfes ; fo that tha 
ftation of any of them is to be found at every 
hour of the day, whether they be above or be- 
low the horizon, or to the fouthward, caftward, 
or weft ward, with many other aftronomical par- 
ticulars. In a word, from this curious machine 
may be forfned a compleat almanack, Ihewing 
the daily difpofitions and variations of the ee« 
leftial bodies, fuh-rifing and fctting, the eclipfes, 

feftivals^ 
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feitivais, and remaiicaUe days, for the meridian 
€)f Lnbecky imd this in any year, even the leap 
years, down.to 1875, which wiU be the year of 
confummation to aH thefe laborious difphys of 
aftronomical knowledge. There arc likewife 
feveral ingenious atitonrnta^ .particularly an 
image of our Saviour, and on its right hand 
a door, which opening as the clock firikes 
twelve at noon, forth come in order of procef- 
fion, the emporor, and the feven eldeft eleftors; 
and turning to the image, make a profound 
obeifance ; this he returns with a kind of mo- 
tion of his hand; then the auguft gFOUpe 
retreat in the fame order, through a door on the 
left, and both doors immediately £hut. In the 
tower above this dock, is another mafter-piece, 
the chimes; they play every hour, and .with a 
joftnefs, celerity and melody, which charm 
the moft delicate car. Under thefe chimes is 
the bell, for ftriking the hour; which is per- 
formed by an image of Time, whilft a leffer 
figure, reprefenting mortality, and ftanding at 
the other fide of the bell, turn:? afide its head 
xt every ftroke. That this work may not be da- 
maged by any indifcreet fpeftators, it is framed 
all over with wire, at the diftance of arm^s 
length. An infcription on the left, fhews the 
original date of this work to be the year 1405, 
though it has fince imdergonc two repairs ; 
H 3 but 
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but the artift*s "name has long been /buried in 
oblivion. In the following inficription on the 
right, are fet forth its excellencies, concluding 
with a devout admonitioa : 

Afpe^um ccsliy fills lunaque nitorentj 
Luminafer certos ignem ducentia curfus^ 
JJtfltiat horafugax^ atq; irrevocabilis annus; 
Hoc tibi confpiciens ocults haurire licebit ; 
Sed refinos quoties modulos campana remittet^ 
Protinus ajlrifotens numen laudare memento. 

But the moft noted thing in St. Mary's 
church, is the painting called Z)^^i/A'j Dance ^ fo 
much talked of in all parts of Germany. It was 
originally drawn in 1463, but the figures were 
repaired at different times, as in 1588, 1642, tttid 
laft of all in 1701. Here you fee the reprefen- 
tation of Death leading an emperor in his im- 
perial robes, who with his other hand takes 
hold of fuch another figure, which leads up a 
king ; and fo alternately a figure of Death and 
a human peribn through all conditions and 
ftages of life. The intention of the artift was 
to fliew that Death pays no regard to age or 
condition, which is more particularly exprefled 
in the verfes underneath. They were compbfed 
at firft in Plat Deutch, or Low Dutch j but 
at the laft repair in 1701, it was thought 
proper to change them for German verfes, 

v^hicli 
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which were written by Nathaniel Schlott of 
Dantzick. A young lady of this town, who 
by dint of application, has made a great profi- 
ciency in our language, undertook to turn 
them into Engliih verfe. She has been fo kind 
as to favour me with a copy j and I imagined 
you would be pleafed with fuch a fpeci- 
men of the progreis, which even the ladies of 
this country begin to make in Englifli lite- 
rature. 

L Death. IV. Death to the Emperor. 

Ye mortals, up! your glafs is out, Monarch augull, arife, and pay 

Both high and low j for do not The debt you owe, nor make de» 

doubt, lay$ 

But tyrant kings,at my command> Be quick, FU not compound for all 

Shall take a beggar by the hand. Your claims to this terreftrial ball, 

ril tune my pipe, as they advance. Nor (hall thy mound, or fword, or 
And make them partners in a power, 

dance. Ward off my fcythe a ilnde hour. 

For Death 1 am, I'll be obeyed 5 

II. Death to the Pope. None but the wicked are afraid. 

Come, hoary father, you muft *, v. « r 

l^Q^ / > / V. Emperor's anfwer. 

When death doth cairtis time to go; Ah ! ruthlefs Death! with iron hand 
Your robes and triple crown for- Doft thou, atlaft, beforeme ftand f 
fake. Thou need'f^ not tell me, fiend, 

Inftead ofthem tills cofHn take; for, oh ! 

This coffin, which is far too fmall Thy power is absolute, I know; 
To hold the leaft gew-gaw at all. But when my foul is on the wing. 

May mercy (ave me from thy fting! 
in. The Pope's anfwer. 

Talk fo to me I I greatly wonder, ^^' ^^^* *^ '^« E°^P«^«- 
You think fo little of my thunder. Ceafe,ceafe, thofe pearly tears, m© 
Can't holy water, holy tapers, fair; 

Stand me in Head againft thy va- Til cafe your heart, and foothe 

pours. your care. 

Me, who have power to releafe. See yonder multitude appear. 
Or bind, thofe finners whom I Behold with them thy lord, thy 

pleafe. dear : 

Twerc pailing fh*ange, were I to You fodn muft J019 him hand-iu« 

die hand, 

Without the keys ofbeaT^n,notI« And life refign at my command. 
^ ' H4 ' VU. The 
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VXI. Tke Einprefe'8 anfwcr. Death takes from memy wide dg- 
Welcome,thoume(rengerofpeace» ^"^^1";^ 
Siiice that's the news, my joyi in- •^<*nothkigbtit a grave imuiins* 

creafe. * ^^^ 

Vain world, what is thy gfeateft '™' Dedthto tbeSlihd^ 

folendor, ^ . , ^ Thy crozler is of no avail 

Now I have loft my life's defeyidei^ To thee,, who art fo verv frail • 
Th^i moqnt, my fotil, Cittfidcr.'^s WlXttkThrt/dSS' 
vl lu ' . 1 . , ^ The grave muft be the place of 
Youll meet yourlove m realms Of reft 

^^*^- Somd friendly hand thy tomb «a- 

graves, 

Vlir. Death to the Cardinal. " ftg flock tb* unwillmg Umpktrd 

Whv is your eminence aghaft ? lea^cs.^ 

Seelt thou not multitudes go faft ' . 

Before thee ? Bid the world adieu Xm. The biihop's anfwer. 

VVith a good grace, and courage My life is no reproach to me 5 

ti^^^lV •i-.jjL- t. ,.*.*. Immortal here I cannot be i 

How thouwiltfere, when thisJife's Death's vifit now too well imparts, 

/-^b** u .u • ,. ,^ This woridflKHiW not etafiiare oof 

God knows 5 but here you've bv'd hearts. "««^ ^^ur 

in clover. Mv watch is out, fo welcomfe fl^p: 

. XI. The Qirdinal's anfwer. ^elove^ Aock, jny doarines keep. 

My hat, which broitght me wealth XIV. Death to the General. 

and honour, Come, general, come, thou muft 

I owe to Rome, thanks to the do- away > ^u "tun. 

wl^L •*!,/!. . ^*^ ^^ ^o yo^ ^ark houfe of 

Wrapt up m thofc enjoyments day. 

Imadetheworidmyparadife. campaign; 

ivly utmoft wifh, St. Peter'schair, H thoi hW waited, and not ia 

Alas ! I never muft .come there. vain, 

V ri ^u 4. .u -iT' Againft thy lufts, as they arofe, 

X. Death to the King. More fiercethah 'gainft thy earthly 
Think,royal fir, on Sirach's words, foes, 

The king, to-day befet with lords, A crown of glcwy is refeir*d 

Tomorrow lies a corpfe raoft palo. ^^^ thee, by Chrift, whom thou 
What vanity, that man fo frail, haft fdtv'ii* 

Should ftile him Mghty in his er- 
mine, XV. The Genetars anfwefr. 

reign lands ; 

XI. King's anfwer. ^^^^. ^^^^^^^ "^^ ^^ ^ 

Thknlivirfg beggar now made iefs. 



Hdw ! lift thy hand againft a Exploits fo graat my fOes have 

prince! prais'd, 

•Thus r^al ftatc is H^re pretence, And to the flues my courage 

A game at hazard or at chefs ; rais'd* 

But 
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But deaehf at lengthy hath taken No lion fought with greater cou- 

poft, i^e, 

Arrefb my vi6lorieSra]l i^ l6ft ; A truth my foes muft ftiU ac« 
And calls 6ut with infiilting brave, knowledee. 
'thy march is ended, well behave. I laid my aa verfery low. 

Now mthlefii Death will ferve me 
XV. Death to the Abbl. fo. 

'^ ^'^w '''' ^^"^ "^"^ ^'^' »C. Death to the Carthufim. 
•mions ttiee 

To bed. ftrange bedt where all Come, brother, thou muft (hut thy 
muft lie i eyes. 

Small i*pot of ground, where you Thy breviary and thy homilies, 
muft iance ^ Come, come, to me, to endlefs reft. 

IVith me j you think it due mif- If there, as here^ thou art ib ble^ 
chance. As to be dreis^d in white array. 

Of foUtude be not afraid, Th«Ei>Dtath will be a h(%-di^. 

Por there you'll find your com- 
rades laid. XXI. The Cafthniian's inlwer. 

XVn. TT«AbW.«,fi«r. jo^^'^'* '^"^ ^^ "* "' 
baman hopes, bow fi»], how Thofe rules which Tm obligHi to 

vain! mind 5 

Ithou^epelsngtobeadeaa : NowDeath fays, thou ihaltQmm) 



Promotions, titles, aU my view, them all, / 

» by night and mid-day And ftiortlyqui tthisearthhr ball, | 

too. Tmready to attend his call. ^ 



My drewnsl 



kut hafty death has quite con* A happ)r exit fure is this, 

founded If monkifli vows be crowned with 

Tbofe hopes» with which my blifs. 

^Oifiis aboutkled. 

XXII. Death to the Burgomafter. 

XVra.De«A to the Knight. Ve citizens, forbear to weep, . . 
Come, gallant fir, your finrmour Bscaufe ye cannot longer keep 

leave. Your chief j bfchold, fair heaven*t 

Your fword and buckler j they decree, 

might iave From which no mortal man can 

Your head in battle, but are not flee, 
Proof 'gauift my darts, more fure HascaU'd himfrom this judgement 

than (hot. feat, 

Eefides, the dance jrou take with Where he sqipear'd £> good and 

me gfeat, 

Beqtrtres a dre6 more light ^d To praife his name f«r evomore^ 

free. TheLordfupreme whom all adore. 

Then you'll perform my dance 

more clever, XXIII. The Burgomafter'sanfwer. 

Withoutincumbrancewhatfoever. ^y heart has been devoted to 

vTv T-i. V • 1.^* r My country, ever juft and true } 

XIX. The Knight s anfwer. p^„^ed k the public ^ood, 
Likeheroratherthan plain knight. To ferve my friends did all I 
Iwenttowarinarmowrbnght. coulci; 

Receive 
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Receive mc, heaven, adieu to care, One blow the glafi in piecef 
truft rii be a freeman there. breaks, 

A breath ofVind thy fabric fhakes; 

XXIV. Death to the Prebendary. And what remains of both whea 
Come, this is no abiding-place, « ^^ j^l> ^ - 

This finful world, fovoS of grace; ^^} ^ »»d fragments, atoms. 
Be comforted, if heaven's thy lot 5 imoke. 

Ah happy man ! for wha would _-___ ^: „. - . , . 

jiot XXIX. ThcPhyfician'sanlwer. 

Barter this globe, and all therein. If vain my art, yon may comjiare 

The meandtfc place in heav'n to Frail man to glais and brittle ware. 

win ? O what's my phyfic, art or pill. 

To heaven's decree, and facred 

XXV. The Prebendary's anfwer. will ! 

IVhat art thou, bauble world ^^^ Jj^ commands we aU 
A^'I'&cryat laft? « lOngs.fons of kings, and doaorr 

Thoughtleis and vain as mortals 

Jnmercy, Lord, our fouls prepare, ^^' ^'^ ^^ ^<^ ^^^«-- 

In pity, God, then fet me free. Come down, my friend, with all 

Sinceall my hopes arcfixt in thee, your oelfi^ 

I claim the principal myftlf j 

XXVI. Death to the Nobleman. The intereft too I'll not abate, 

• ^ 1. ix r u ..- However I incur yoiu: hate. 
How vam thy boafts of hunting, j j,^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

fnend, ^ ^ To part with that more than to 

Or hawking! why dolt thou pre-, ^f^ 

.^^^/^^ J- -^r ^ t 1 . Yet never mifer came this way^ 
^.tt*^^^^A^;o:Sn';rpaft Butdow.hi.dc«cftgoKi«uftW 
My faul arrow 5 far more true ^XXI. Ufurer's anfwer. 

Than any that belong to you: , ^ , . , 

Then think on this, and yield thy In truth, I own my thoughts were 
breath, ^ ^jf«c^> r . ^ 

Ko fportfincnare fofure as Death. They rwi on ufunr too much i 
^ But with immenfity of ftore, •> 

XXVn.TheNobleman'.anfwer. "^Jt^rifdU"" *"'' '"" ( 

Hunting indecd's my fav'rite fport. Was ne'er fo mifcrably poor. J 

I lik'd It better far than court : Ah were my foul once more to 

The rifing fun with blufliing fiicc, rife, ' 

Ke*cr found me abfcnt from the I'd fet my wealth aboyethe ikies, 

chace j Where Death and all his ghaftly 

Thehoonds the fallow deer purfue, triaiin 

But nowl am o'ertook by you. Should feekfortreafureallin vain; 

XXVra. Death to the Phyfician. XXXH. Death to the Chaplain 

Set down thy bottles quick, my {(ejoice, ye poor, and don't look 

friend, fad. 

And think upo]n thy latter end j Becaufeyoupchaplain's veiryh«ui,, 
Does not thy body hr furpafs He'll leave his pujrfc to make 

laa briKlcnefs that poUih'd glafs ? you glad j 
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With all hit revenues and blaces, I took what care was in my pow'rl 
Tocheer your fad dejedted faces. But fince Tm come to my h£t 

hour, 
XXXin. The Chaplain's anfwer. Transfer me, Death, to heaven 

I fervid the altar, th' altar me, t /i"^?. (f'^ ' . e m .^ 
From whence I had anamplefce, lA^antbe out of office there. 
Difcharg'dmytruft with all the ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 

That could the brcaft of iinner "^*"* 

move. Think on Adam's bankruptcy, ' 

Mv confcience tells Fve done my Which brought you all in debt to 
beft, me. 

Which makes you, (ir, a welcome Vm come for my demand to you{ 
gueft. Then pay me iiiftantly my due. 

XXXIV. Death to the Steward. XXXK. The Tradeixnan^s anfwen 

Thou lookeft four, whaf care I ? Creditor-like with haughty sur, . 
I know you cannot from me fly } And high demands, you at me 
Your office, friend, I value not, ftare; 

Nor for it care a Angle jot. But Fm prepared, vay will is niade« 

Make hafte, man } nay, don't be My foul I leave to God, who isud* 

untoward. He'd ne'er defert a finner, when 

My meifagc, fir, is for the ftew- He cry'd for mercy to him 5 then 

ard. My goods I give to my relations. 

According to their differentia* 

XXXV. The Steward's anfwcr. tions t 
T ^m^Am^u, ^^^r,A^^A «.Mr«««»« ^9tain on all my- fins may feize, 

ToS«^2r^"^fcnts Yo«ol»mybody.ifyou%lcafe. 

SrA-^myfr XL.D«thtotheRecl«le. 

Then why am I of Death afnud. What folly, man, thus to immw« 
Or wifh that heliad longer flay'd ? Thyfelf in convent ? Lord, why 

fure, 
XXVI. Death to the Church- Man ought with man to have 
warden. communion, 

Whatever lock, youhold or key,, '^^'^Jt^'*""" *^^« '^*'»«* * 
TheyU never turn back my dc- ^^ ^^^^.^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^j. ^^^ 

crees ; tnrt^ 

No^.^dl the clock-work that you ^,^^^ ^^^ j^^ ^.^^ ^^^^ 

Will keep your body from the creatures. 

Af^hough I am fometimes a XLI. The Reclufe's anfwer. 
hobbler, r^ho' man I am, I love notroan^ 

rm fure to kmg as well as cobler. ^^^ ^j^y {^rtW grieve me, when 
n . , , , Inftead of Chriftians they behave 

XXXVn. The Churchwardens Like brutes, their fouis to fin en- 

anfwer. fl^ve j 

Being appointed by the people. Cpme, wifh'd for Death, V»rith aU 
To keep theclock-work, church ^^hy terrors. ^ ,. ^^^^^ 
^nd fteeplc, Lord, forgive me all my erro«. 
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XLH. Death to the Pctfeat. Pve chc^e you lor my ptntnse, 
fweatiiig with heat and toil aU ^.'^S 

day. Nay, be not fo forpriz'd at thk , 

PiMifiuit, I oft hare heard you fay, J<io not always love old age. 
You'd think yourfelf at cafe and You^U make ibme figure on »y 

free, ft«ge. 

Were I to come and vifit thccr. 

^^ ^ «^ . ^^- TheMadden'sanfwer. 

XLm^rh.?^Vs:a^y^er. Since! muftgo,0 fitters dear, 
Yat, Death, to tiwe 1 made my Choofc you a partner, for fear 

aaoan. This gnm-ey'd monftcr, when I 

To you, kmd fir, and you akme j die, 
' Wjth l alK>ur hard, and fweat of ^ouM Hke more of our ftm9y s 

brow. For fure I think it much amifk, 

I earn the bread I live on now. To give to him my virgin kifs, 
To«day I Utde thought to fee 

A friend to cafe me, kind as thee. vrvm fw^Ht «.% fh« t«^^» 
Then take me, fir, without con- J^^™' «^ ««> «^« Mimt. 

troul. Thus, tender fuckling,! mutt give 

And Lordhave mercy on my foul. ^^? untimely ftroke, no longer 

XUV. Death to the Young Man, ?JS?P «^<l^»«^5'<i t^l the iaft day, 
Yemaid.,thatk>v'dthi.iprightly ^^j «^rittibaU change thy mafi 

An&pointed,that.thetruth, S'^ieTaS^S^^ 
Your wiflies, fair, were all m vain; wear- *»'""' •*'V^" "• 

Ifc^e.aidniiiiyrightmain-Ah! tai-py they b«,o«d expreffi. 
^"^ on, 

XLV. The Young Man^s anIWer. "^^^^ P*^^^^ ^ ^^ P^^"^- 
Eray, Mr. Death, I'm y«ung and 

T^^fmeoflifeforfportandplayj ^^- The Infaitt^ anIwer. 
IndaedJ think you're full too foon, C^ing, indeed, was my firft voicc» 
To ftop me in my courfc at noon; ^^^ ^^^ ^^ caufe for to rejoice 5 
My pleafinghopesandl<^rcheme« ^^^ "ae, ye angels, to my God, 
Mutt all diffolve in idle dieams j ^ve Ycap'd both &A, de^th, hell. 
No bride to dafp within my arms, androd. 
And foftly iboth me with her 

charms. L. Death to the Dancing-matter. 

^'^"^^ command,. I mnft Moniicur.yourdancei, excellent. 
And Viingl? quick with parent Andfor to leain.rni fully bent; 

clav ^^^ "^ You cut fotrue, with mmblefeet 

'• Sofine, fo gallant, and fo neat, 

XLVI. Death to the Maiden. '^^^Z^'' ^^ ^"""^ ^"^ ^^'' ^"^ 

Comc,prettymaid, and dance with We'll trip as light as any feather; 

me, I'll force this truth from petit- 

I uie no compliments, you fee $ maitres, 

t fey, I hat^ your cbmplaifance, There's none Kke me for cutting 

So once more come with me and capers. 
dance 3 
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LI^ThcDamcing-maft^r's anfwcr. Let's have frefh tryalof thy fldll. 
Upon my word, I cannot fay. At this, or that, or what you will. 

IlOtetote^ch at aU to-day. Adiooks, take care, or fure as 

Nay, do not prefe rac, I proteft, nuts 

I cannot dance fo well at beft 5 TU whip nfy fword quite through 
Befides, look here, Tve hurt my yourffuts. 

toe, 1 have done it, ^ faith, there is no 

Upon it I can hardly jpow . doubt,. 

Lord* how you preis one when For fee, good friends, they're 

renis'd? tumblmgout. 

*Dec^f brother, I wo«uld be cx- 

^^^' LIII.Th6Fencing-inafter'8anfwer. 

Lin^Death to the Fencing-mailer, q all is o'er, I loft my brc?ath .; 
Thou art a clever fellow true. But who the De'el can fence with 
As ever foil or fmall fword drew i Death? 

The other churches arc decorated moftly \n 
the fame manner as St Mary's, with carvings, 
piftures, and infcriptions f hut I fliould tire 
you were I to enter into a defcription of 
them all. I muft, however, fay a word or two 
concerning the Dome, or cathedral, on account 
of its tank and antiq^uity. 'It is si large Gothic 
building, ere^ed in the year 1170, by duke 
Henry the Liop, anceftor of his prefent majefty, 
and Henry the third bifliop of Lubeck, as ap- 
pears by the following infcription ; 

Anno Domino^ MCLXX. edijicata fuit prajins ec* 
clefta per domnum Henricum^ ducem Bavaria <Sr 
Saxoniaj & per ekminttm Henricum tertium epifcopum 
Lubicenfemj & fundatorem monafttrii 5. Johannis in 
Lubecke^ confecrata in honorem fandorum Johannis 
Bapijie^ & Nicolai confejforis Jhefu Chrijii. 

On 
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Oa one of the walls of the church are 
fomc Latin verfes, mentioning an extraordinary 
circumftance with regard to the foundation of 
this cathedral; namely, that Henry the Lion, 
duke of Saxony, hunting in this part of the 
country, took a ftag, which had a gold collar 
and crofs a^out its neck, with this infcription. 
Hoc me Cafar donavit J mentioning the date of 
the year, which was in the reign of Charle- 
main j that the duke, being furprized at the 
accident, ereded a cathedral on the fame fpot, 
and endowed it with a proper revenue. In 
commemoration of that event, the figure of a 
Sag is to be feen on the top of the cliurch. 

But, ftriftly fpeaking, the biihopric Was 
only removed to this city in 1153, by the 
duke of Saxony, Henry the Lion, after it had 
been originally eftabli&ed at Aldenburg, by 
the emperor Otho. In 1530, the Lubeckers 
embraced the Reformation. In 1586, John 
Adolphus, third fon of the duke of Holftein 
Gottorp, was elefted bifiiop of Lubeck; and 
from that period, this biihopric has been con- 
fidered as an appanage for the younger fons 
of that illuftrious houfe. But in confequence 
of an agreement at Gluckftadt, in 1667, be- 
tween the king of Denmark and the branch of 
Gottorp, a prince of the royal family is to 
be alternately chofen. The bifliop's refidence 
is at Eutin, a neighbouring town in Holftein. 
The church is not kept decently clean, and 

feems 
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leems to be iii a ruii^ous condition. Upon 
mentioning this circumftance to fome gentle* 
men that were in company, they, made anfwer, 
that the canons were poor, and the revenue in- 
fufficient to keep the church in repair. It is 
not fubjeft to the jurifdi<9ion of the magif- 
trates, no more than the Dome of Hamburg. 
K Before the Reformation, there were feve- 
ral convents ,of men and women in this 
city, which are , now fecularized, and fervc 
either for the maintenance of the poor, or 
for the education of young ladies, or, in 
fine, for a retreat to others who chufe to fpend 
their lives in fuch houfes, without being bound 
to a religious vow or habit. Thefe are St. 
John's, St. Mary Magdalen's, St. Catharine^ 
and St. Anne's^ The lady who prefides at St 
John's is called abbefs, or more commonly 
Domina ; flie has under her a priorefs, and the 
community confifts of twenty-two members^ 
There is an ecclefiaftic belonging to the houfc, 
who afts as chapjain. The church is handfomc, 
and particularly remarkable for the monument 
of a lady named Dorothea Elizabeth Pieffen. 
St. Mary Magdalen was originally a fort crcded 
by the Danes, when in poffeffion of this city. 
It was converted into a convent of Dominicans, 
after the expulfion of that nation, in confe- 
quence of the famous batde of Bornhovet, 
which happened in 1226, on St. Mary Mag- 
dalen's day. The above battle is the aera of 

the 
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the prefent freedom of Lubeck ; and we £ad 
this event commemorated by thjc f<^owiBg 
monkiih verfes : 

Anno mllma imCfiftemipie wuno^ 
Infontis cafiu cedditgens Dauica lite^ 
Magdala qMrukfiafaanditfupir afira Maria. 
Hie quoqu0 tunc gratus fratnm fu\t 9r(k kcatus^ 
Et datur^ Chrijie^ lofus aftusfr§trUw ijle. 

You are to obferve that infontis cdfite , alludes 
to the word Bornhovet, which, with a flender 
alteration, fignifies a fountaiil-head. At the 
Reformation, the convent was turned into an 
hofpital, wherfe a certain nuniber of helplefs 
men and women have a comfortable fubiift-^ 
ence. St. Catharine^s was formerly a Francifcan 
convent, founded in 1225; but the church was 
erefted in 1335, as appears by the following 
verfes over the door : 

Anno milleno. ter. CCC. quinio^ triceno. 
Vicejimo. trtnoque. die. Julii. duc€. Chrijio. 
Hin. freful. frimum lafidem. fonebat. in. vnwn^ 

I took notice alfo of a whimfical infcriptiont 
on the walls of this church, mentioning the re- 
pairs of the convent in the year i3So,juft af^ 
ter a terrible peftilence. 

M. cum. L. ter. C. fierent. anm. tibi. Chrijle. 

Dum. plus. quam. mediam. ferit. banc. efydimt4 

terram. 

I Add^0 
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Addi. ter. I. claujlrum. novum, verfum. fit. ad. 

, auftrum. 
Ac librana. prejfa. flat. ifta. via. 
Hiis. quos. mors, ftravit. Deus. hoc claujlrum. npa- 

ravit. 
Demftis. corporibus.Jit. bene.fpiritibus. 

Here you may obferve, that the firfl: diftich con- 
fifts of two hexameters ; the fecond and third 
of hexameters and pentameters, which is fome- 
thing Angular. There aire feveral handfome 
pipnuments in this church, and fome good 
paintings, the principal of which is the Refur- 
reftion of Lazarus, by Giacomo Tintoretto. 
St. Anne's was the laft religious houfe eftab- 
lifhed in Lubeck ; the date is no older than 
150^. It was built for the nuns of St. Auftinj 
but the Refortiaation foon after taking place, it 
was converted into an hofpital and houfe of 
correftion. Here is alfo an orphan^houfe, and 
another hofpital called the Holy Ghoft, for the 
reception of poor travellers, men and women, 
^ho are allowed a few days refreflraient 

The goverixment of this city is Ariftocratical, 
being veiled in four burgomafters, and fixteea 
fenators, who are partly civilians, partly patri- 
cians, or men of family, and partly merchants* 
Each lias his particular province or department; 
and their office is for life : two brothers, pr 
fither and fon. Cannot be admitted at the fame 
time into the Senate, Their power is abfolute ; 
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ttrhen one diea, they chufc another to fuccecd 
him; and from their deciiions there is no ap- 
peal but to the imperial diet. They have two 
Syndics under them^ with a prothonotary, and 
three fecretaries, for the adminifirationctf juf- 
tice, and diipatch of public buiinefs. 

Lubeck has been long famous for its body 
of laws» which are much the ifaiiie as the Jus 
Sofatenfe. Fc^ when Frederic B^irbarofia took 
this city in 11829 the citi2sens went oiit to 
meet him, and petitioned that he would con* 
firm their privileges and laws, fecundtm jura 
Sofatia^ to which the emperor tnoft graciouJQiy 
condefcended. The word Sofatioj men^oned 
en this occafion, in monkiih writers, has em- 
barrafii^4 many civilians and antiquariaists. 
Some think it is an error in the common r^d« 
ing^ and that it ought to be altered to Jura 
Hol/atia ; but the leat*ned I^bnitz has cle;^d 
up this matter from the L% of St. Ida, aiid 
proved that Jura Spfutiie is the right reading. 
This Sofatia, now called Sodl, is a town kn 
Weftphalia, famous for its ancient body of 
laws, from whence Henry the lion, duke of 
Saxdny, took the idea of a well-^vemed city* 
It i& probable, that this body of laws was not 
eftabliflied all at once^ but that new artideie 
were added from time to time, ais appears by 
fome manufcripts. it was not till the year 
<582, that the Senate refolved to digcft them 
into a body, which was printed in ^585. The 
I authority 
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(IbtiDtity of thia code is ftill very confider- 
able in ttolftein^ Pomerania, Mecklenburg, 
Pniffia> and Livonia j and though the towns be* 
longing to thefe eoUntries have no right of ap- 
jpealing ta Lubeck^ yet caufes iare determined 
sU:cording ta its law^ which id particularly ob- 
ferved by the tribunal df Wifmar* I have feen 
lever^ copies of the Jus Lubicenfe^ but. have 
not yet naet with one at any of the bookfeUers. 
This t muft own i& very &rprizing^ that in a ci« 
ty fo celebrated for its wifdom, a city whofe laws 
have been admired and followed as a pattern by 
fo many other ftates in Germany, there flioukl 
be no poffibility of purchafing a copy of thofe 
excellent inftitutions. Indeed, the book-^rade 
feems to be on the decline, in Lubeck and 
Hamburg, the inhabitants of thefe towns be- 
ing more addi^ed to commerce than letters^ 
I &all obferv€ to you by the way, that both 
here and at Hamburg, they fell their books ex- 
tremely dear, and do not keep them, bound in 
their &ops, but bind them occaiionally as they 
liappen to retail them to cuftomers* 

Lubeck is ftill the chief of the Hanfe-towns^ 
a confederacy which, in former times, made fo 
great a figure in Europe. The word Hmfe in 
the old Saxon is laid to fignify an alliance, 
which was afterwards applie4 to the union of 
the maritime towns on the Baltic* Others pre- 
tend that the name is derived £rom the German 
I 2 word 
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word An- zee f alluding to the fituation of tfiofc 
towns on the f^a-fide. . But the former etymo- 
logy is the moft prdbable; and it appears 
plainly from a privilege granted by oiirking 
Heury III., in 1272, to Lubeck, as the head 
of the Hanfe-towns, that the word hanfa^ in 
thofe times, implied a meeting or alliance; 
ConceJJtmus infuper^ quantum ad nos pertinetyburgenji* 
l^us. & tnercatortbus pradi^is^ quod ipji habeant 
HA^^SKhifuarriy ^c. The beginning of this con- 
federacy was in 1 241, when the cities; of Lut 
beck and Hamburg entered into a treaty to de- 
fend their property againft the banditti, by 
whom the public roads were infcfted. The 
example was followed by.feveral other towns 
on the Baltic, as Wifinar, Roftock,- Grypfwald, 
called the Vandalic cities, which, for the. fe- 
curity of their commerce, by fea as well as 
land, joined the confederacy with Lubeck and 
Hamburg. This union was foon ftreogthened 
by the acceflion of feveral other trading towns, 
to the number of eighty-five in all : thefe were 
divided into four claffes, the metropolitans of 
which, as they called them, were X4ubeck, Co- 
logne, Brunfwic, and Dantzick. Inprocefsof 
time, the confederate cities obtained a confi- 
derable influence in the affairs of Europe ; and 
in the difputes between the feveral princesi 
they frequently made the fcale preponderate 
which way they pleafed. The Danilh hiftory 
particularly abounds with inftances of the fur- 
prizing 
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prizing power of the lianfe- towns. For the 
vending of their merchandize, they had four 
principal magazines or ftaples ; one at Novo- 
grod in Mufcovy, afterwards removed to 
Revel, and from thence to Narva in Livonia ; 
another at Berghen, the capital of Norway ; 
another at* London in the Steel -Yard ; and a 
fourth at Bruges in Flanders: but this was 
transferred to Antwerp, where they took the 
famous houfe of the Eafterlings, fo called 
becaufe the people of thofe towns have an 
eaftward. fituation, in refpeft of that of the 
Flemings. And hence it is that the Flemings 
gave the name of Eaft Sel to the Baltic, from 
its fituation with regard to the German ocean.' 
The direclion of the confederate towns in 
their moft flourifliing ftate, when they were 
ible, it is faid, to fit out two hundred fliips 
of war, was committed to Lubeck. By means 
of that direction, and by other contingences, this 
tity rofe to a formidable degree of power, fo as 
to give laws to the Baltic. She maintained 
mofl: expenfive wars for many years, not only 
againft the dukes of Mecklenburg, but againft 
the kings of Denmark and Sweden; and though 
flie fuftained fome injuries on her own territory 
by the burning of a few villages, fhe took ample . 
fatisfadion by making defcents in Sweden,where 
£hc laid every thing wafte with fire and fword. 
But fo much power and ambition in a trading ci- 
ty;proved at length deftruaive to her commerce, 
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and involved the reft of the Hanfeatic <:enfi3de« 
racy in her ruin. The Ei^ropean ponces taking 
\uqbrage at the power of this confederacy^ 
^ would no longer fufibr the towns within 
their jurifdiaioi^, to ixmttnue Jn the alliance^ 
this by degrees reduced the commerce, difibl«! 
ved the union, and ponfequently diminl&ed 
the wealth and influence of the Hanefe-towgos, 
Thus has commerce been contiottaHy flitfidng 
the fcene ; and thus the moft opul^&t ftsktes aa?e 
fubjed to change^, and dw)4Hlle away 4>y 
the injuries of tin^e. Where are Tyre smd 
Carthage, thofc proud Ji^iftreiEjs of the Me- 
diterranean ^ What i§ become pf the famous) 
emporiums of Julinum, Vineta, aud Wifcyj in 
the Baltic ? And, to comp nearer hcmie^ 
doc5 uofc grafs now grqw in the ftreets of Bru- 
ges and AntwerpI, which 2^ few centuries 
ago had engroffed the commerce of the wefteru 
world ? If poverty begets induftry, and indi^ry 
riches, thefe are productive of luxur^^ whicl^ 
have proved the ruin of the moft powerful^ 
ftates. Even Rome, the miftrels of the wodd, 
fell a vidim to luxury, Lu^uri/i mcumbU^ vi^um^^ 
me ulcifcitur orbem. 

The Hanfe, or alliance, beyond tJie limits of 
the empire, being thus diffolved, the Teutonic 
cities would ftill preferve the union within 
themfelves ; and they even made it a law, not 
to admit into their body, any other townS; 
but thofe in Germany. Thq city of Lubecii 

^ontinuijt][g 
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fontinuiBg to have the lead of all the confede- 
rjite Hanfi>toiK»^> ftimmoned the general af- 
femWics, and was . intrufted witlr the public 
trcafliry. The ordinary meetings were held 
only every three years, aqd the extraordipary 
upon any emergency. But at prefent, the con- 
federacy is almaft reduced to nothing; fo that 
00 more can be reckoned to belong to it, than 
itubeck, Hamburg, Bremen, Hoftoc^c, Dantzick, 
and Cologne. From this fketch you mjiy per- 
ceive that the fnt^cd of the Hanfeatic confede- 
racy is very intcrefting, efpecially in a com- 
mercial light ; and being greatly interwoven 
with the hiftory of Mecklenburg, it properly 
£^l^ within my province to treat of it at large, 
in the fecond volume of Vandalia, where I flat* 
ter myfelf it will form a curious epifode. 

The trade of Lubeck is ftill conjfiderable, tho' 
greatly diminiihedby reafon of the reftraint laid 
by the northern powers oh German commodi- 
ties, and the commerce of the Ehglifli, French, 
and Dutch in the Baltic fea, who were for- 
mei^y unacqu^ntcd with that branch of nj^- 
vigation. Its fituation is the moft advantage- 
ous for commerce, of any on the Baltic, having 
the beft opportunity, by means of its excellent 
haven, of importing the produfts, of Sweden, 
Ruffia, Livonia, Poland, and Proffia, and for- 
warding thofe commodities all over Ger- 
many. The Lubec^ers h^ve a very exteniive 
I 4' trade 
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trade in wine, which they tranfport to all parts 
of the Baltic. Their principial commerce is 
now on that fea, and particularly with the ports 
of Riga, Revel, Narva, and Peter£burg. Hence 
they have always large warchoufes of the mer- 
chandize of thofe countries in their own city ; 
and the like repofitories again at thofe ports, 
filled with the manufaftures and other goods 
of England, France, Spain, the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, &c. The river Trave brings ihipsi 
of burden, as I mentioned to you before, 
up to the heart of the dty; but the lar-^ 
geft unload at Travemund, a little town 
at the mouth of the river about eight miles 
diftant from Lubeck. The fliips in the har- 
bour have papers hung up in fome confpicuous 
part, with infcriptions fliewing to what port 
they are bound. There are three bridges in the 
town over the Trave, two of wood, and one of 
ftone, called the Holftein bridge, being fitu- 
ated near the gate of that name. One thing I 
obferved, there are no Jews in Lubeck, though 
they fwarm in moft places of any note for 
traffick. 

The town-houfe of Lubeck is very ancient ; 
but, like that of Hamburg, no way anfwerable 
to the grandeur and dignity of the city. Round 
the ftairs, by which I mounted to the hall 
where the courts of juftice are held, I faw the 
following pentameter from Ovid on one fide i 

Caufif 
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Caufa fatrocinio non bona fejor erit ; 

and on the other thefe words : 

Difcite juffiflam moniti^ & non temnere Jlyovarn. 

Here they fliewcd me the room where the af- 
femblies of the Hanfeatic confederacy were for- 
merly held \ it is kept in very tad order, thoife 
meetings beiag now difufed. From hence I 
was introduced to the War-room, as it is cal- 
led, where they fhewed me fome old armour, 
with a variety of paintings, or rather daubings, 
of no curiofity or value. But the audience- 
chamber, bejow ftairs, is. extremely elegant, 
and richly paid me for my difappointment in 
the other parts of the building. It has been 
newly decorated at a confiderable expence* On 
the wainfcot are feveral fine paintings by fignor 
•Torelli, whofe daughter is married to general 
Chaffaw, commandant of Lubeck. The names 
of the figures are Liberty, Piety, Juftice, Plenty, 
Vigilance, Forefight, Fortitude, Taciturnity, 
Commerce, and the Polite Arts. I was told 
that they gave the artift an hundred ducats for 
each piece. Signor Torelli is now at Peterfburg;, 
whither he has been invited by the prefent 
cmprefs. The pavement of this chamber is all 
of marble, the feats covered with velvet, and 
the dooy a very elegant piece of fculpture. 

Englilh 
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Englifli furniture is grown quite fafluoB^ble 
in Lubcck. Moft of the houfes where I have 
vifitedy are oi^namented with mahogany taUeSy 
bureaus, and chairs, from London. In Ihort, 
luxury Has made as great a progrefi in this city, 
as at Hamburg ; and nothing is efteemed, but 
what is far fetched and dearly pureha&d. 

The women in Lubeck make ufe of an odd 
covering for their head, viz. a kind of ftraw 
bonnet, or rather balket, which px>je£U in fiich 
a manner, that you cannot fee their faces. This 
indeed is a great pity, as the fair fex in this 
town are very handfome ; and thc^fe bonnets 
muft be exceeding heavy and cumberfome ta 
that amiable part of the creation. They have 
no theatre, but fome good cofifee«houfes, 
where their chief amufement is the fame as at 
Hamburg, fmoking and playing at billiards. 
. Their inns are very good, and that where I 
lodge is remarkably clean : there are ordinaries 
at them all, where you dine very well for fix* 
teen-pence per head, befides wine, which is 
pretty good and reafonable. They have a di- 
vcrfion of fliooting with an arrow, for pots 
of beer, at which they are very exptrt. Their 
beer is better than that of Hamburg, and 
much efteemed over all the country. The 
walks about town, and on the ramparts, 
jire delightful. The merchants have their 
gardens in the environs, like thofe of Ham^ 
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burg, but net £0 iCXpaafiveand magnificent: 
the chief villas arc thofe of Paiili, Otto, ma- 
dam Nieubui^g, Kron, and Pcterfon. I men* 
tioned to you that I had a letter of recommen- 
dation to Senator Xrupp, who was at his coim- 
trjTffeat^ wbcTi^I waited oa him, and wafi entcr-^ 
tained « a moft agreeable mannen He feemed 
to he verynmeafy that M, Dreyer, the fyndic of 
limbeck, happened to be abfexit upon a vifit to 
Slefwick; becaufc, as I was come upon a literary 
errand, he knew no peribn, he faid, fo capabfe 
p£ iatisfying my iixquiries : he propofed, how- 
ever, to write to him, in order to haften his re- 
turru M. Dxeyer is one o£ the moft' learned 
men in Germany^ and particularly well verfed 
in the hiftory of Holiieia and Mecklenburgk 
I ihould have thought myfelf very happy 
in his acquaintance^ but as I am confined ia 
pxuat of time, and the fenator could not tell 
me how foon he would return, I begged he 
would not giv^ lumfelf tjie trouble of wri- 
ting. 

, ' But my chief Cicerone and guide is pro- 
feflbr Oeder, who has done me the honour 
©f acobmpaBying me in every vifit and party of 
pleafiare. The morning after our arrival, we 
took a walk to the Jenifalem-berg, a hill about 
half a mile out of town^ f^'om whence we ha4 
an enchanting profpecl of the adjacent coun-, 
tiy, Here is a mount Calvary, with fcveral re-, 
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ligious monuments ercfted in popifli times, by 
Henry Conftin, a rich citizen of Lubeck, after 
his return in 1468, from a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land ; his arms are ftill to he feen, but 
the infcription round the ftone is defaced, and 
you can only diftinguilh fome confufed frag- 
ments of monkifli letters. The fame day we were 
invited to dine at a near relation of M.Oeder's, 
namely, M, Gefner, co-reclor of the public 
Gymnafium, and keeper of the public libra- 
ry. There are feveral good fchools in this city; 
but that called the Gymnafiufn, is, by far, 
the beft; it was formerly a Francifcan con- 
vent, but fincc the Reformation has been 
appropriated to the ufe of public educa- 
tion. There are four matters, viz. the reftor, 
co-recior, fub-reftor, and cantor, with four pac- 
dagogi, or ufliers. The fchool is divided into 
feven claffes ; in the firft the reftor, co-reftor, 
and fub-reftor prefide ; in the fecond and 
third, the co-reftor, fub-reftor, and cantor ; in 
the others, the paedagogi. The prefent rec- 
tor is M. Overbeck, a gentleman of great learir- 
ing and merit ; the co-reftor, as I mentioned to 
you before, M. Ge&er; and the fub-reftor, an 
ingenious young gentleman named M. Behn. I 
toid M. Oeder, that as his coufin Gefner was li- 
brarian, I fhould be obliged to him if he would 
permit us to amufe ourfelves before dinner in 
the library. M. Gefner was made acquainted 
with my intention, and he very politely promi* 
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fed to attend us himfelf to the place appointed. 
TMs gendeman is nephew to the celebrated 
GTefjaer of Gottingen ; he is tall in ftature, of a 
fair complexion, flender in his perfon, and of a 
delicate conftitution. He has a commodious 
apartment in the college, adjoining to the li- 
brary. To this ofEcc is annexed a yearly fala- 
ry of four hundred marks, for which he has 
not much trouble, the library being open only 
on Wednefdays and Saturdays, and that from 
t\?sro to four ; which, for fo trifling a time, feems 
to be of very little ufe to the public : it is a large 
lofty rbom, containing upwards, of fifteen thou- 
fand volumes : the books are bound in vellum, 
which is praftifed throughout Germany* They 
call it the library of St. Catharine, and date the 
foundation of it iji i<$2o. Ohe great objeftion 
is, that the books are not properly claffed ; for 
as they confift of feveral collections, which at 
different times were bequeathed to the public, 
thefe are all kept feparate, to comply with the 
will or vanity of the donor. The greateft part 
aife either on divinity or law, and but few, 
comparatively fpeaking, on hiftory, not even on 
that of their own republic. There are fome trads, 
however, relating to Mecklenburg ; fueh as the 
apologetical pieces for duke Charles Leopold, 
printed in 1 7 1 9 ; and the Collectanea Mecklenbur^ 
gicayfafciculus primus. Here I faw the old Codex 
Juris Lubicenfis ; another copy in German, prin- 
ted 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC^ 



ti6 t 1^ t T t ti m. 

Ud at Lnbeck in 758^; and tbe learned Mef« 
riuft's commentary on that code in 1^42^* Thcf 
rarities in the typognq)hical way were z uG^ 
teroh Offices, in quarto, priitted at Menta, 
with the following words at the end : Pr^^im 
MarciTullii clarijimum Qptu Jobames Fufiy Magm^ 
iifms ehisj non atPomentOf fJumali catma, nequs dotiu^ 
fed arte (fuadem firpukbra^ Pdri mamipaeri mdy/dii- 
lUireffeci^patum anno^ 1465. Underneath the fol- 
lowing remark is made in waiting : Set Maitait^ 
af$nales tyffigrafhUi^ tuti. 1. p. 6oy 6 r. Fabricim 
ihppofes the above Latin words to have been 
written in the margin, which is a miftafce ; for 
they are printed, as I obferved, at the end o£ 
the book. 2. A beautifol MS entitled, Hemiatt- 
WIS Kornerus otdinh fradicat^rum chronka mvelta^ 
in two volumes in folio. 5. A tranflaticm of 
the Bibk into Lower Saxo^, printed at Lubeck 
in 145^4, by Stephen Amdes, with a commen- 
tary, M* Gefner Ihewed us an extraordinary 
jraffage in the third chapter of Genefis ; and he 
jbaUrule over thee: to which the German verfion 
adds, to torment and t9 beat thee. 4. We j&w the 
Auglburg edition of Luther's tranflation of the 
Bible in 1535, beautifully illuminated j of which 
there are but three copies, thofe of Lubeck, 
Lunenburg, and Berlin. 5. We were Ihewn aMS 
copy of the book caHed Saxifche Spiegel^ or the 
Saxon Looking-glafs, on which they fet a grcit 
value* The laft thing we took notice of was 

an 



Digitized by 



Googk 



L E T T E R in. 127 

an excellent pifture o£ an aged pcrfon, pcrufing 
a large folio, and ftnroundcd with globes ; it 
was done by the father of Sir Godfrey Kndier. 
Baring the cotwic of oui^ converfation, M. 
OeTner, fpealdng of the origin and antiquity of 
Lubeck, told us that the ground on which the 
town is now fituated, between the Trave and 
the Wackenitz, was anciently called the iflc of 
Bucu. He farther acquainted us, that fome 
years ago, an ancient painting "was found in 
this city, reprefenting the town of Lubeck, 
with the following infcription, Lubeca urbs im^ 
fmaKs^ anfis caput. On the river Wacienitz, 
were the figures of three beautiful nymphs, 
leaked to the waift, holding each other by the 
hand ; and Over theJr heads was written the 
word, Bucohre^ujidts ; the firft was named Polyf-* 
JUerma^ the fecond LetKoris^ and the third Macros 
diris ; and ttftderaeath was this infcription, Cyg- 
nea Naiades Bucobraftufia. At the bottom of 
the pifture were the following verfes : 

Dicite, Germana^ Bucobraftufides, tmetas 
^ua c^lkis Wackenijfkas^ Macrodiris, & alba 
Leucoris, cir clangpra Polypfilonna, Lutbtaz' 
Sa^Jint^ qti^fiierintj qua mox venturatrahantur^ 
Vos n<yoifiis emm^ vos trnmafrijca notaJHs. 
DicitejCultoriJludiofodidteve/iro^ 
Dicitiy Germana^ Bucobraflufta froles^ 
Dicitey vos novtjiis enim^ quacunque Lubeca 
Autftnt^ autfuerinty aut mox ventura trahantur. 
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M. Gefner could not? tell us, whether this pirf-* 
ture was ftill extant, but only iaid it was in its 
time reckoned a valuable piece, and hadexercifed 
the critics and antiquarians, moft of whom had 
loft thcmfelves in conjedures. But all the ex- 
plications he had ever heard concerning thofe 
nymphs, and the picture which reprefented 
themj were founded in fable. They ferved, 
however, to confirm the tradition, afferting 
that from the moft remote times, the ifland on 
which Lubeck ftands, was diftinguiflied by the 
name of Bucu« 

In the midft of our literary amyfemc^t, 
a fervant came to inform us that dinner was 
upontJie table, upon which we adjourned to 
M. Gefner's apartments; there we. were receiv- 
de by Mrs, Gefner. Our entertainment ws^ 
^cdlent, but . not; over fumptuous, which 
gave me fomc (iltisfaQion, thinking, for one 
day, that I dould, dine en fhildfophe. In 
fliort, M. Gelher made us very welcome, but 
ufed no compulfion ; he left us, at oUr liber- 
ty, to eat and drink as we pleafcd, which was 
behaving with real politenefs. After dinner 
we adjourned again to the library, where we 
drank coffee, and fpent fome time in chit-chat 
till it was time to retire to our quarters. 

We were invited to fpend the next evening 
with M. Behn, the fub-reftor, a very agreeable 
young gentleman, who is lately entered into 
the matrinionial ftate. Many of the principal 
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literati of the town were prefect, and the affem- 
bly was alfo graced by a number of brilliant 
ladies. Moft of the company played at cards; 
while the gentlemen whofe turn it was to be 
out, fmoked their pipes, with which the ladie$ 
were not at all oflFended The maftcr of the 
houfe lighted the pipe himfelf for , moft of 
his guefts ; for fome he puSed a few whiffs ; 
then taking' the tube out of * his mouth, 
and gently touching it with the Ikirt of hia 
coat, he prefented it to his friend. Thi* 
is the cuftpip of the country, and cuftom 
reconciles^ ua to every thing. We had no re- 
gular fupper, but thcs:ompany kept eating and 
drinking the whole evening; for the fervant* 
continually walked about, the room, prefenting 
tht? ladies and gentlemen with wine and b^cr, 
and little flices of cold meat. We ftaid till 
▼erylate; and upon our breaking up, we re- 
ceived an invitation from the redor, M. Over- 
beck, to dine with him the next day ; but as 
we were pre-engaged to fup with Dr. Tren- 
denlenburg, the principal phyfician in the city, 
I told ray friend, M. Oedfer, that it would be 
too laborious a taflc tp accept of two invitati- 
ons on the fame day. 

I am extremely glad we had the precaution 
not to dine with the redor, fbt the duty we 
Underwent at Dr. Trendenlenburg's was al- 
moft fufficicnt to demqlifli us. The dodor i$ 
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a native of New Brandenburgh, and confequcnt- 
ly born a fubjed/ of the duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz : he made his early ftudies in company 
with profeffor Oeder, and ever fince the great- 
cft intimacy and friendfhip has fubfifted be- 
tween them. He is a tall, handfome man, in- 
clinable to be corpulent, round-faced, with 
black eyes, and, upon the whole, amoft fenfible 
phyfiognomy : Mrs. Trendcnlenbutg is a very 
agreeable woman, by whom he has nine beau- 
tiful children. Though the doftor has the chief 
practice of the town, and lives with the elegance 
and plenty of a nobleman, he does not keep his 
coach; nor is it the cuftom for phyficians here 
to parade it with an equipage. Their fees are 
but fmall, I think a dollar a vifit. 

The company that met on this occafion, were 
very numerous, it being cuftomary for the 
Germans to invite their principal relations and 
friends, in order to do honour to the foreigner^ 
The intention, no doubt, is very good, but the 
thing itfelf not well judged ; the pleafure of 
converfation being generally loft in fuch large 
companies. We had cards and pipes as the 
preceding evening, and about nine we went to 
fupper. There was a clergyman, a relation of 
Mrs. Trendenlenburg, who faid grace, after 
which* they fat down with great ceremony. 
To enumerate every difh, would be entering-^ 
into too minute a detail, and perhaps I Ihould 
be ata Jofs to diftinguilh ieveral of them ; but 
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I verily believe we had forty different forts. 
There was a variety of good wines, of which 
the company drank pretty freely. After meals 
the Germans do not take away the table-cloth, 
nor do the ladies retire by themfelves, as in Eng^- 
land; but keep eating of fruits and fweetmeats, 
and drinking, though more fparingly, with 
the gentlemen, till the company rife from 
table, that is, for about three hours. When 
the repaft is over, they all go round the room 
with great formality, to make their compli- 
ments : the gentlemen kifs one another, but 
when they come to the ladies, they only 
prefs their lips to their hands. The ladies 
falute each other in the fame manner as the 
gentlemen, and they all make ufe of a Ger- 
man expreiEon, which fignifies the fame as. Much 
gjoodtnay it do you. Then they fit down and chat 
a little^ and if it be not too late, the gentlemen 
fmoke another pipe ; but no more drink- 
ing. For my part, I was very glad when the 
company broke up, and after fo much feafting, 
expefted the next morning to want the doctor's 
affiftance in the medical way ; but Providence 
has been fo kind as to preferve me hitherto, in 
the midft of the greateft dangers. 

Finding ourfelves pretty well the next day, 

contrary to our expeftations, my friend and 

I refolved to pay a vifit to Travemunde, and by 

the way to fee a curious pha:nomenon, namely, 
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the tents of the German emigrants in this 
neighbourhood, who are waiting for fliips 
to tranfport them to Ruffia. The fwrefent em- 
prefe has plainly fhewn her great abilities for 
government, in the attention flie pays to popu- 
lation, encouraging foreigners from -all parts to 
fettle in that extenfive empire. Above t^n thou- 
fand have been already fhipped oflF from hence^ 
and two thoufand are now encamped in this 
neighbourhood. As excellent as this policy is 
in that great emprefs, no lefs imprudent is the 
conduft of the German princes, who fufFer 
their country to be drained of its chief ftrength, 
by fuch emigrations. This is owing to the op- 
preffion of the Mobility, under whom the pea- 
fants live in a ftate of villanage, deprived of the 
comforts, and almoft the neceffaries of life. In 
the Roman catholic provinces, they groan under 
the additional burden of intolerance in religion, 
which occafions fuch numbers of proteftants 
to ileal away from thofe quarters. There 
were feveral emigrants from the dominions 
of his Pruffian majefty ; but this prince, having 
had intelligence of their elopement, fent an 
officer with peremptory orders to claim all his 
fubjecls, and accordingly they were delivered 
up by the RuiSIan commiffary. The Pruffian 
dominions were too much depopulated by the 
laft war,, to admit of any migrations ; and at 
no time do I believe, that fo wife a prince would 
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have tCqilicfccd in fo Mnpnident a mcafurc. 
We cafofe fo the emigrants encampment eaiiy 
in the motntngi ih the toad to Travemtmde, 
and found them ttgnlaiily lodged in their fe- 
Tcralitents, ^me with th^ir wives and children, 
and fome fingle, but all in the moft wretched 
appcatrante of poverty. They feemed plci/fed, 
however, with the approaching profpeft <>f bet- 
tering thdr coiidition, beihg told that thfey 
were to have lands in Ruffia, to cultivate as 
their own property. Thefe, perhaps, were but 
airy dreams* yet they Ikuggtd themlSves with 
the fancy, and enjoyed th^ J)!e^fing vifi<)n; 
I pitied the poor wretches, wH6 lobked h^tf- 
ftarved and half-naked, i tranfporting; them- 
felvte into a country where they were utter 
ftrangers, and a coukitry hot nauch famed 
for hofpitality* Befides, I queftion whether 
Ihe coiidition bf peafants be much better in 
Rufiia than ia Germany j biit they were made to 
belie^Ve fo, and that was fome confolation in 
-diiii^'prefent tniferabie iUt6. At the fame time 
t could nit hdp i^efiedirig on the happy fituatl- 
bn of th« comtnon people in England, whefe 
libelty Mfcii&s thp.pbor from oppreffion, and 
tabled them to pais their days in pdace, inured 
ixh true lo ruftic toil> ^-et bleffed with home- 
bred plenty. This train of thought recalled to 
ftiy memory the following lihes : 
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O Liberty ! thou goddefs heavenly bright, 
Profufc of blifs, and pregnant with delight ; 
Eternal pleafures in tliy prefence reign. 
And finiling Plenty leads thy wanton train ; 
EasM of her load Snbjeftion grows more 
light, 
; And Poverty looks chearful in thy fight j 
Thou n^iak'ft the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Giv'ft beauty to the fun, and pleafUre to the 
day. 

After a fliort ftay to view this encamp* 
ment, we quitted the melancholy fcene, and 
turned into the road to Travemunde, which 
being planted with trees, forms an agree- 
able avenue. The difiance is not above eight 
miles, and through a plea£tnt fruitful country. 
We got to Travemunde by noon, and went to 
a pretty good inn famous for dreffing of 
filh. After we had ordered dinner, . we took 
a view of the town, which is very imall, but 
. neatly built. Count Albert of Orlamund, de^- 
puty of Waldemar, king of Denmark, ereded 
a ftrong tower here in 12 17, the command of 
which was held in 1262, by Willekinus of 
Stade ; and my reafon for mentioning him, is, 
becaufe the writers of thofe times called him, 
Advocatus in turri Travcnemunde. The tower was 
become a great nuifance to the Lubeckers, as it 
commanded the mouth of the river; fo that 
. they could riot reft, till they made themfelves 
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matters of this place; which was eflfefted 
at length by purchafe in 1320, when they 
gave four thoufand marks for it, to John, 
count of Holftein. They levelled the tower to 
the ground, but furrounded the town with 
walls ; and new fortifications have been fince 
added, which render Travemunde a place of 
fome ftrength. The harbour is fafe and com- 
modious, and has the conveniency of a light- 
houfe to dired the mariners by night Wc 
£aw a great number of veffels ; thofe of the 
largeft fize are obliged to unload here, the 
river being too fliallow up to Ltibeck. Trave- 
munde, in German, fignifies the mouth of 
the Trave. This river is of no great breadth, 
but of confiderable depth : it has its fource in- 
the territory of Wagria, and dutchy of Hol- 
ftein, about four German miles from Lubeck, at 
the village of Giefelrade, and not far from that 
of Sarau ; from thence it fteeirs its courfe 
weft ward to Travenhorft, and joins the little 
ftream of Swogelbecke, coming from Arenf- 
bocke and Gniffow ; after which it runs by 
Wenfin, into the lake of Werder ; from thence 
it emerges not far from the village of Werder; 
and after it has received, near a hamlet called 
Ronnow, a rivulet of the fame name, iffuing 
from the lake of Segeberg, it turns its courfe 
fouthward towards Oldefloe, where it begins to 
be navigable, and runs northwards the length 
of fix German miles, till it reaches Lubeck; 
K 4 above 
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above this city it receives the Steckenitz, and 
below the Swartowe; then continuing its courfe 
four German miles farther, it empties itfelf in-^ 
to the Baltic at Travemunde.. After we had 
furveyed the place, we returned to our iiiny 
where we found our dinner ready, and the fifli 
anfwered our expeftation. We came away 
time enough to get back to Lubeck, before the 
gates were flxut, and repaired direftly to out 
quarters at the King of England, -We fuppcd 
with feveral ftrangers, fome of whom were 
agreeable company. Among others, there 
was a foreign officer in the Englifli fervice, 
who is here upon a recruiting party, to 
raife men for the Englifh troops in America. 
Colonel Prevot is upon the fame errand at 
Hamburg, and I hear that they have both been 
very fuccefsful. Thus you fee that Germany is 
ftill the efficina gentiunty the great nuffery of the 
North, from whence fuch fwarms of hlen have 
been drawn in all ages, fomctimes to people, 
and fometimes to defolate, diftant provinces. 
I. forgot to mention to you, when I wrote from 
Hamburg, that I had been to vifit colonel l^re- 
vot, in company with Mr, Matthias. There 
was alfo a genteel youth, lately come from 
Bremen, fon of Mr. Groote, a merchant in 
London. Bat the principal charafter was 
M. TC. who had been many years refident in 
tKis city, frdm the court of Denmark. He is a 
jolly handfome man, turned of fifty, a lover of ^ 
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good cheer, and not without a great (hare of 
vanity. He fays he is retired now from bufinefs, 
and has purchafed an eftate at a place called 
Hindenbcrg, in the dutchy of Mecklenburg. 
He was born in Upper Saxony, yet chofe the 
latter country to live in, becaufe of the privi- 
leges enjoyed by the nobility. I am furprizcd 
that a perfon fo long invefted with a putdic 
charaftet, Should not fpeak French, efpecially in 
a commercial city; and I fancy his funftion 
was not of the firft order : it is common here 
for merchants and others to take upon them 
the name of minifters, upon being honoured 
by a crowned head with a few commiCio^is or 
igemdes^ M. K. has invited me to come and 
fee him at his country feat, which is at nd 
great diftance from hence ; but it is out of my 
road, and I am riot fond of paying vifits to 
gentlemen wlidie converfation is intirely con- 
fined to their wines, their horfes, their dogs^ 
their lands, and their buildings. This Daniflf 
miniller knows not a word of hiftory, or of 
die ftate of Europe; in fliort, he is a mere 
coiihtry-fquire. However, he is merry and 
good-humoured; fo that we enjoyed one ano- 
ther's company, in the beft maniSer poffible. M# 
Oeder feafoned the converfation with an ac- 
count of his travels in England; and the night 
being far fpent, we retired to our refpeftlve 
apkftments. 

I have 
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I have now feen almoft every thing that i« 
curious in this city, and the neighbourhood, 
and muft think of fetting out from hence in a 
day or two for the dutchy of Mecklenburg. 
Captain H. called upon me to-day, to take his 
leave of mc^ and to know whether I had any 
commands for Copenhagen. He propofes tak- 
ing his paffage in the packet-boat, which fails 
once a fortnight for that capital; and preffea 
me very much to be of the party. I own that 
if it was earlier in the feafon, and the captain 
was not fo intolerably vociferous, I fhould have 
liked the propofal, were it only to have the plea- 
furc of paying my rcfpeds to count Bothmarj^ 
who gave ijae an invitation to come and ^nd 
a month or two in Denmark, before I returned 
to London, Rut as it will be fpmetime before the 
opunt can be in Copenhagen (for you know he i$ 
to attend the queen of Denmaris^from England) 
I ihould be too late in the year,.anf4 be obliged 
to fpend my winter in Denmark or Qeripany. 
My good friend M. Oeder propofes leaving this 
city in a d;sty or two, and after he has yifited a 
few more places in Holftein, he expeds to reach 
Copenhagen before the beginning of winter. 
Jle has alfo tempted me very much to take a 
trip to the Danilh capital ; flattering me with 
the hopes of finding fome MS in the king's lir 
brary, whifji would illuftrate my defignj but 
this is all an uncertainty, fo that I cannot with 
any reafon or prudence think of altering my 
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original plan. I am now upon the borders of 
the dutchy of Mecklenburg, the feafon is not 
too far advanced, and the weather is exceeding 
fine ; I apprehend therefore it is my bufinefs to 
confine my expedition to the furvey of that 
province, and then make the beft of my way 
back to England. I fliall take the poft-waggon 
from hence to Wifmar, where I intend to 
make a^ fliort ilay, aiid from thence prbceed to 
Rollock. The fcen^ I am entering upon is new; 
few or no Englifli travellers have ever given 
any account of the dutchy of Mecklenburg ; fo 
that I hope I fliall henceforward be able to fur- 
nifli you with variety of new matter. In the 
mean time, I wifli you a good deal of diverfioH 
in the country, and conclude with the ufual 
declaration of being. 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 
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fih/hgar,' iepfemiiir g^ tj66» 

B&Ait SiK^ 

I Left Liibeck, my firouritfc town^ the $th 
inftanty after dining in company \rith ^my 
worthy friend M. Oeder^ and returning him 
Aanks fbt all his civilities* Having expelicn- 
ced tiie good cflFe6b of the poft-tvaggon ftosn 
Hamburg, I refolved to go to Wifmar in the 
like vehicle; and accordingly took place for 
this city, which is diftant from Lubeck feven 
German, or about thirty, Englifh miles* This 
carriage fets out from Lubeck, in fumitier, on 
Wednefdays and Saturdays, at five in the morn- 
ing ; but in winter, on Tuefdays and Fridays, 
at five in the evening, and returns cm Tuefday 
and Friday morning. I paid for my perfon about 
five Ihillings and four pence, and for my trunk 
half a crown. The company were far from be- 
ing difagreeable; there was among the reft a ve- 
nerable dergynian, the reclor pf Ribnitz in 
Mecklenburg, with whom I had made a flender 

acquaintance 
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acquaiatance at Labeck. We fet oflF about five, 
and paflfed by the Jcnifalem-bcrg oti our left, and 
a pkalant wood oh the right, remarkable for a 
pretty village in the neighbourhood called K. 
raelitedorff. The eveningwas fine, and the couh* 
try looked exceeding pleafant; but the road 
was all a deq) faud ; a circumfiance which made 
it heavy travelling, till we came to Schluki]^, a 
fifhiiig village on the Trave, four miles from. 
Lubeck. This is the boundary of that rqmb- 
He's territory; then turning out of the road of 
Travemunde, we entered the dutchy.of Meck- 
lenburg, by a flip of the principality of Ratze- 
burg, which belongs to the duke of Mecklen- 
burg Strelitz. Tht road now grew worfe than 
ever, being encumbered with large rugged ftones^ 
which lay fcattcred about Thus it continued 
all the way till we came to Dafiau, a town be^ 
longing to the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. 
The good parfon, and the other paflengers, com- 
forted themfelves with their pipes by the way, 
and with chanting religious fongs. The poft- 
waggon generally travels all night, but in fome 
l^es it ftops, like our ftagercoaches, to give 
time for the paflcngers to eat their fuppcr, 
and refrefh themfelves with moderate flumber. 
Daflau in feveral maps is reprefented as a town, 
but it is only a village, in antient times known 
by the name of Darfau, It ftands on a river called 
the Stopcnis, which there forms a fmall lake, 

and 
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and runs into the Travc^ in the neigliboiir- 
hood of Travemunde, diftant from hence 
but four EnglHh miles. In the hiilory of 
Mecklenburg, Daflau is famous for a cafije 
belonging to the counts of Holftcin, which 
ferved as a receptacle to a gang of banditti, 
who infefted the highway,, but was taken and 
razed to the ground, by an anceftor of the pre- 
fent dukes of Mecklenburg, in 1262. As I 
knew that there was nothing to be fcen in this 
village, I was the more eafy for entering it in 
the night. The inn inade a moft wretched ap- 
pearance ; yet we met with pretty good accom- 
modation. There were but two fpare beds in 
the houfe, one of which was affigned to the 
clergyman, and the other to myfelf ; the reft 
of the company, and there were fome gentle- 
men on horfeback^ all lay upon ftraw. This 
manner of lying is not fo difagreeable as you 
may imagine ; I had ofteft tried it before and 
never found it a hardfliip^ I oflPered my bed to 
a Swediffi officer, who did not feem to be in a 
good ftate of health ; but he would by no 
means accept of it. The ftraw is fpread on the 
ground, and raifed towards the head ; over it 
they lay a flieet, and a pillow for each traveller, 
and they all lie down in a row. The greateft in- 
delicacy is, that the women fleep in the fame 
room J but then they undrefs themfelvcs, that 
is^ they take off their gowns only, in another 

apartment^ 
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apartment. The room is always warmed to a 
proper degree, by m^ans of the ftove. The 
ckrgyman faid prayers before he retired, and 
the company all joined with him in an exem- 
plary manner. We were come no more than 
twelve or fourteen Engliih miles, yet was I 
tired with the jolting, as if I had travelled an 
hundred miles in England. Glad I was then to 
retire to my apartment, and lay my wearied 
bones down, recalling to my mind, the fol- 
lowing beautiful lines of the poet, which I 
' doubt not but, before I get back to England, 
will often recur to my thoughts. 

As when a traveller, a long day paft. 
In painful fearch of what he cannot find. 
At night's approach, content with the next 

cot. 
There ruminates a-while his labour loft. 
Then cheers his heart with what his fate 

affords. 
And chants his fonnets to deceive the tinie^ 
Till the due feafon calls him to repofe^. 

I was roufed out of a profound fleep, one of the 
greateft hardftiips a traveller can undergo, be- 
tween three and foui^ and after we had refreflied 
ourfclves with coflFee, which is the conftant cuf- 
torn in Germany, the horfes were put to, and 

• Young's Night Thoughts. 
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we rcfumed our jouroey. By the violent ihak- 
xng of the vehicle, wc found the road wz^ ftilj 
very bad, but we could not as yet well diftint- 
guiih the face of the country. The dergyman 
and the reit of the company betook them£?lves 
to their beloved tubes, in order to qualify the 
cold air. 

Now mom, her rofy fteps in the orient clime. 
Advancing, fow'd the earth with eaftern 
p^^l} 

when the company knocked out their pipesr, 
and they all began to chant their religious 
hymns with the greateft devotion. The Swe- 
diih officer fang the beft of them all ; fo that one 
would imagine him fitter to head a choir, than 
z body of foldiers. But I have been told, that 
the officers of that nation, in general^ though 
celebrated for their courage, are not aihamed to 
Ihew fome external figns of religion. The fun 
had now driven the riiing mifts away, and we 
could diflinguifh the country all round, which 
made a very good appearance. It wasmoftly com 
lands, with fome woods at a diftance. The road 
alfo grew a vail deal better ; not that it ieemed 
to be improved by hmnan art, but it was fo na- 
turally from the goodhefs of the foil, unincum- 
bei'cd with pebbles and fiones. We now jogged 
merrily on, and by eight o'clock reached the 

town 
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tn^wn of Grevefmuhlen, about eight milas from 
Daflau. 

Grevefmuhleii, ki antient records, is ftiled 
Comitis Mola^ or the count's mill 5 but how it 
came to be fo called, I cannot difcoyen The 
town is but fniall, and indiflferently built, hav* 
ing been often burnt down, and laft of all in 
i75(J. There is agate at each end, but the walls 
have not as yet been quite rebuilt. The church 
belonging to the town was formerly very richly 
endowed, but the biihop of Ratzeburg obtained 
a grant firom the archbiihop of Bremen in 
J 36 3, by which the revenues of this church 
wwe united to thofe of Ratzcbiirg, in order to 
fupport the bifliop's table. The' count de 
Bothmar has a very good cftatc, five miles 
from hence, where his lady and mother re- 
fide at prcfcnt. There was a toll cftablifljed 
here by the did:es of Mecklenburg, in 147 2, 
from which the Ljibeckers, however, are ex- 
empt. The town has an Hanoverian garrifon, 
this being one of the places mortgaged to 
that deflorate, for the e35)cnoes iiicurfed itt 
executing the imperial commijBion againft 
Charles Leopold, duke of MecMenfaui^. But of 
this tranfiudion, and the prefent ftate of th$ 
mortgage, perhaps,! ihall give you a farther ac* 
count another opportimity. We breakfafted at 
the poft-houfe, and after rambling a little about 
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the town, we again returned to our waggorf^ 
The road was very good, and continued fo all 
the way to Wifmar. The country looked 
beautiful, being a fuccefCon of hills and dalcs^ 
diverfified with lakes, meadows, woods and 
com fields. By ten o'clock we got to Plulkow, 
a pleafant village, fix miles from Grevefmuhkn-^ 
We had not travelled a mile farther, when the 
landfcape improved, and we Had a delightful 
view of the fea, and the town and haven of Wif- 
mar, at about five miles diftance. The lofty fpires 
of^ that city made a grand appearance, and the 
country to the right rifing in gentle eminences, 
gave it a very ftrong refemblance of England. 
We arrived at this city between twelve and 
bne: my fellow-travellers, the clergyman, and 
tht reft, except the Swediih officer, ftaid only a 
few hours to' rcfrefli themfelves, and went on 
to Roftock ; but as I intended to take a tho- 
rough furvey of the * town, w^hich would re- 
quire a few days, I parted with them, and fixed 
my refidence at a very good inn called the 
Poft-horn, in the principal ftreet, not far from 
the market-place. 

Wifinar is the chief town in the dutchy of 
Mdckknburg, next to Roftock. The origin of 
it, like that of moft great cities, is obfcure. 
Some pretend it takes its name from the words 
Wi/che^ 2Lnd Moor^ fignifying morafles and fens. 
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among ' which it is fituated; others deduce 
it from the German words Wife meer^ which 
imply a fure harbour. Others again de- 
rive its name from Wifimar, king of the Van- 
dals, who is faid to have built a town or village 
on this fpot, in the year 340. The magiftrates 
have favoured the tradition, by the following 
infcription over a window of the town-houfe : 
Hac civitas condita eft a Wifmaro. The old town 
was afterwards d^ftroyed, and out of its ruins, 
together with thofe of the neighbouring city 
of Mecklenburg, was formed in the 1 3th cen- 
tury, the prefent town of Wifmar. This ho- 
nour is commonly attributed to Gunzclinus lit. 
count of Schwerin, tho' others have refuted that 
opinion, and made John the Theologian, one 
of the anceftors of the prefent duke, the chief 
reftorer of Wifman By the conveniency of the 
haven, Wifimar rofe in procefs of time to com- 
mand an extenfive commerce, and even to be in- 
cluded ampng the Hanfe towns. At; the treaty 
of Weftphalia, it was ceded to the Swedes, toge- 
ther with the ifland of Poel, and the bailiwic of 
New Clofter, The Swedes took great pains to 
fortify it; the fituation, indeed, contributed to 
its ftrength, being furrounded on one fide by the 
fea, and on the other by a morafs : it was reck- 
oned the Dunkirk of the North, till the year 
J 7 17, when it was difmantled by the Danes and 
L 2 Pruffiaus, 
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Pruffians, to whom it had been obliged to fur- 
render, the preceding yean In this condition 
it was afterwards reftorcd to the Swedes, in 
whofe poiTeflion it ftiU continues. 

Notwithftanding fo many revolutions, Wif- 
mar is ftill a good handfbme town, and well de- 
ferving a Granger's curiofity. I was recom- 
mended here to M« Boltenftem, a learned and 
ingenious gentleman, who bears the title of fe- 
cretary to the government of Wifinar^ He 
was fo polite as to introduce me into the beft 
companies, and to aifift me in gaining every ne- 
cellary information. 

The ftrcets of Wilinar are pretty regular, the 
houfes well built, bijt not very high ; they 
have all pyramidical tops ; and, what I reckon a 
horrid nuifance, the fpouts projed into the 
middle of the ftreet. .The town is not at all 
populous, trade being at a very low ebb ; fo 
that grafs grows even in the great market-place. 
One piece of vanity I obferved, is, that gentle- 
men never walk abroad, without a fervant to 
attend them j and this is the pradice through 
tJie whole dutchy of Mecklenburg. They fd* 
dom wear neckcloths, but black crapes about 
their necks. Another fingular cuftom they 
have, of walking about the town in boots, 
which is praftifed by gentlemen, as well as 
by the common people, and may be conve- 
nient in rain and fnow, but feems trouble- 
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fome in fine weather. With regard to the 
ladies, I obferved nothing particular, but their 
mourning drefs, which is very deep indeed; 
their forehead is covered with black crape ; and 
when they go abroad^ they wear a crape veil, 
which hides their faces. 

The town-houfe is large, and makes a hand- 
fotaie appearance on the outiide ; but within 
there is nothmg worth feeing. The market- 
place, where it ftands, is fpacious and well 
built. Over-againft it is a handfome fountain, 
with the following infcription : 

Anno Domini nojlri Jefu Chrijii 1661^ Jlru6lura 
bdecce exftitit Anno Domini co . . .<rvv 0€» S. P.^W: 
Joannes Tritze de Heidersterf Mifnia oppido oriundus 
fontem feliciter aperuit. Soli Deo Jit gloria^ Jint grq^ 
tiafoU Deo. Hanc civitatem is protegat^ concordia 
femper beet. 

The whole concluded with thefe verfes : 
Dulcis aqua dumpermultis urgehat ab annis 

Wifmariam^ finis nefciuypauperies ; 
Vidimus advehier zythi codoribus undas 

Ex puteis parvo^ at/apius are gravi. 
Niligitur non curapatrum tentavit^ tit ejjit 

Civibus haudfalfa copia major aqua. 
Pars his confuluit puteis -accerfere lymphas^ 

Pars ex Schwerini nititur arte lacu. 
At licet eximiis remfumptibus aggrederetur^ 

DeJHtitj incajfum dum labor omnisabit. 

L 3 Bed 
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Sedpatrum O miferate Deus conamina nobtr 
Nunc te dante fluit fons falientis aqua. 

Hum tu dementi foftbac honitate perennem 
Wifmaria ferves : huncce tibi ho/pitium. 

Namque hacJlruSura ceu civibus affluit unda^ 
Hos tibi Jic gratos percupimufque pios. 

There are three principal churches in Wif- 
mar, St^ Mary's, St. Nicholas's, and St. George's, 
St, Mary's is a fine Gothic building, decorated 
with a very high fteeple, from whence there is 
a beautiful profpeft of the town, the adjacent 
country, and the Baltic. I mentioned in my 
firft volume of Vandalia, that there is an iron 
rail round the front of this church, reckoned 
an excellent piece of workmanfliip ; but this is 
a miftake, which I copied from other writers; 
and whatever there may have been formerly, 
there is no fuch rail extant at prefent. I had 
the curiofity to go to the top of the fteeple, but 
the fteps or ladders are fo perpendicular, that 
I paid dear for my curiofity, for I am not yet 
recovered from the exceflive fatigue I fuftained 
in climbing. The profpecl, indeed, was amazing- 
ly fine ; but though I got up by myfelf, I was 
obliged to have a man to affift me in defcending, 
being in danger every ftep of tumbling down. 
The.infide of the church is ornaniented in the 
Lutheran way, with, variety of images and fe- 
pulchral iiionuinents, and the cieling is remark- 
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ably handfome. The other two churches are 
likewifc Gothic buildings ; none of them are 
kept clean, and what gave me great offence. 
Was, that the columns or pillars were not plaif- 
tered over, but naked to the very brick. In St. 
George's I faw the figure of a large dragon, 
done to the life, which is much admired ; the 
fteeple was beat down in the laft fiege. 
^ From the churches I went tg fee the caftle, 
which was built in the beginning of the laft 
century by the two brothers, John Albert and 
Adolphus Frederick, dukes of Mecklenburg. 
The greateft part of it is in ruins, and what re- 
mains is not kept in the beft order. Over the 
gate is an infcription almoft intirely de- ^ 
faced, and I could only make out the words, 
Joannes Albertus fumptibufque. In this caftle the 
Swedes keep the archives of their German 
territories ; and here alfo they hold a court of 
judicature, to which they give the pompous 
name of Summum regium tribunal Wifmarienfe. 
The prefident of ^his tribunal is the baron de 
Schwerin, a very able magiftrate. He has un- 
der him a vice-prefident, and fix affeflbrs. They 
have alfo a confiftory in this town, for ecclefi- 
aftical affairs ; and a gymnafium, or public 
fchool, under the direftion of eight mafters. 
Secretary Boltenftern had given previous notice 
of my coming to Mr. Kutemeir, librarian and 
regifter of the archives, who politely attend- 
ed to ihew us the apartments. Here we faw 
/ JL 4 SI few 
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a few paintings, not at all remarkable, except 
a pifturc of Charles Guftavus, king of Sweden, 
which is admirably well done. From the apart- 
ments of the tribunal, we proceeded to the ar- 
chives, where we found a great number of re* 
cords, all in very good order* I had Ae curiofi^ 
ty to look into feveral, but they moftly related 
to the affairs of Sweden. The adjoining library 
is a very large room, well ftocked with books, 
but chiefly relating to the law. The founder 
of it was the celebrated Mevius, a learned civi- 
lian in the laft century, who bequeathed his 
books to the public ufe. His pi^hire is hung 
up in the room, from a grateful regar d to his 
memory. 

Upon my return with M. Boltenftem to the 
Poft-hom, I found that a Mecklenburg gentle- 
man bad been inquiring for me, who filled him-^ 
felf the baron de Hobe, feigneur de Warbelow. 
He was here upon an excurfion with M. do 
Brand, grand veneur, or great huntfinan to the 
duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. As his lodg-. 
ing was at no great diftance, I fent my compU- 
ments to him, acquainting him with my return, 
and that I ihould be glad to fee him at the Foft^ 
horn, or wait upon him at his lodging, accord«> 
ing as he ihould think proper^ The baroa 
came in a little time, and addrefled me in very 
good Englifh, expreffing great pleafure at fee-, 
ing a Britiih fubjed in ^hat part; of the worlds 
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He had been two or three years in England, 
where he married an Englifh lady, of very great 
beauty, and virtue ; but who unfortunately died 
about a fortnight ago in child-bed. I could 
not help being aflFecled with this melancholy 
circumfiance, which feeiiicd to fpread a deep 
gloom over his countenance. He had one 
daughter who was very young ; but fo difcon- 
folate was he for the lofe of his lady, that 
he could not bear the fight of home, and he 
had been advifed by his friends to ramble in 
order to diffipate his melancholy. Having fome 
affairs to fettle at Wifmar, he had made this 
his firft excurfion, and the very next day he 
defigned to fet out for England. Juft when 
he had finiihed his melancholy ftory, M. de 
Brand, the grand veneur, 6ame in; and immedi- 
ately changing the converfation, propofed a 
bowl of punch. This M. de Brand is a boon 
companion, whofe whole time is fpentin riding 
about, and facrificing it the altar of Bacchus. 
The baron de Hobe agreed to the propofal, and 
made the punch himfelf, being ufed to that 
compofition in England. Secretary Boltenftern, 
who never had tafted any fuch beverage, feemed 
to be much pleafed with it. By nine, an elegant ^ 
fupper was ready, the glafs went brijQdy round, 
when the good baron feemed to put on a 
chearful afped, and to follow th-e grand ve- 
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ncur's advice, in giving forrow to the wind. 
His converfation chiefly turned on the pleafure 
he had enjoyed in England, adding, that if 
his affairs would permit him, he fhould be glad 
to fpend the remainder of his days in that happy 
country. When the company broke up, which 
was pretty late, he went with me to my room, 
to give me a direftion where to write to him 
in England, which was at Copehole's, in Suffolk 
ftreet. He then fell again into chit-chat, and 
the idea of his late lady reviving, he expa- 
tiated on her charius, till he burft out into a 
flood of tears. At length the watchman^s loud 
cry of one o'clock obliged him to depart, after 
great profeflions of friendfhip on each fide. 
But I had not been an hour in bed, when I 
\was roufed out of my flcep by aloud thunder- 
ing at the door, and found it was the baron^s 
fcrvant, who was come back for his mailer's hat. 
I was obliged to get up, and, after wifhing his 
mafter a good journey, I attempted to compofe 
myfelf once more; but was fain to pafs the 
whole night Jn broken flumbers. 

The next day fecretary Boltenftern called 
upon me, to complain of the punch, which he 
faid had given him a head-ach ; but I believe it 
was his. mixing champagne and other liquors, 
that occafioned his diforder. Foreigners have a 
notion that punch is a very ftrong beverage, 
not reflecting that it is a compofition which 
s may 
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may be lowered to what degree you pleafe. To 
remove the . fecretary's head-ach, I propofed 
taking a walk to the key, and viewing the 
harbour. This was very acceptable, and the 
fecretary faid he would call upon M. Afhberg, 
a Swedifh gentleman, furveyor of the port of 
Wifmar, who would make one of the party. I . 
had been in company with M. Afhberg before, 
at the Poft-horn, and knew him to be a mofl 
agreeable gentleman. He ordered us a boat 
well manned, and propofed taking a trip to 
the ifle of Poel. We agreed to it, for fuch 
trips made part of my general plan ; and after 
we had been joined by fomc more gentlemen, 
among the reft by two Swedifli officers, one of 
whom had been in England, and fpoke very 
good Englifh, we fet off upon our expedition. 
The key of Wifmar is very pleafant ; there is 
no tide in the Baltic, fo that the water is al- 
ways of the fame depth. Veffels of burthen 
cannot come up to the town, the water being 
but eight feet deep ; but we faw feveral men 
at work to deepen it, if poffible, to twelve feet. 
There were but a few fmall craft then before 
the town, and not above a fliip or two in 
the harbour. In fliort, there is a total ftagna- 
tion of trade, though the haven is one of the 
beft and fafefl in the Baltic. I do not fee of 
what great utility this place is now to the 
Swedes, as they have no territory belonging 

to 
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to it, and the fortifications are intirely demolifii- 
cd. Formerly, indeed, when it was a good 
fortrefs, and they were matters of the dutchies 
of Bremen and Verden, it might have been of 
fomc fervice to that nation, being the centre 
of government for their German dominions. 
But as they are now reduced to only a part of 
Pomerania, they might very well part with 
Wifmar; for Stralfund would iufficiently fe- 
cure their communication with Germany* I 
have been informed that the duke of Mecklen- 
burg Schwerin is about purchafing this town 
back again of the crown of Sweden. This would 
be worth his while, becaufe it is in the very 
center of his country. A trade from hence might 
be opened between Mecklenburg and the north- 
cm crowns, which Sweden, at prefent, does not 
encourage. It feems to be the policy of mo- 
dern nations to rule their conquered provinces 
with a rod of iron. The inhabitants of this city 
complain that all lucrative employments are in 
the hands of foreigners; that the country is op- 
prcfled by Swedifii troops ; that the intereft 
of the natives is neglefted; and commercial 
improvements abfolutely difcouraged. I will 
not pretend to fay how far this may be true ; 
but it is certain that the people of Wifinar arc 
in a moft wretched condition: I make no 
doubt but they would be glad to return under 
the dominion of their ancient and natural lords 
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tlic dukes of Mecklenburg, who would acquire 
thereby a confiderable acceiSon of wealth and 
power* The fecularizing of the bifliopric of 
Schwerin, in their favour, at the treaty of 
Weftphalia, was no equivalent for Wifmar, 
which may properly be fiiled the key of Meck- 
lenburg. 

But to return to our expedition : we foon 
pafled the boom, pr^ntrance of the key, whici 
is fliut up every night like that of Hamburg ;- 
and we rowed to a bank of fand, at a fmall di- 
ftance, where, formerly ftood the famous for* 
trcf* or caftle called the Whale, which was 4c- 
moli&ed with the reft of the fortifications in 
1 71 7 : we went a-feore, and dined upon our 
own provifions, at a poor little public-houfc, 
which affords only accommodations for fiflier- 
men. Here we fiiw fome of the ruins of the fort, 
which commanded the entrance of th^ har* 
boiu-. The wind being fair, we hoifted fail, and 
proceeded to the ifland of Poel, about four miles 
£nom Wifinar; we found the ifland a pleafant 
place, and tolerably well inhabited; towards duflc 
we got back to town, greatly delighted with 
our excurfion, and adjourned to the Poft-horn, 
where we fupped and concluded the evening. 
In the midft of our entertainment, one of the 
company. Dr. Burmeifter, a learned antiquarian, 
took an opportunity of congratulating the 
dutchy of Mecldenburg, on its happy connexion 
with England, by means of her majefty's aufpici- 
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ous nuptials. He then expatiated in the queen^il 
praife, and called on the company to drink pro- 
fperity to Great Britain and Mecklenburg. He 
farther obfcrved, that it was natural for the twa 
nations to have a regard for each other, fince 
the Angli, from whom the Engliih are defcend-- 
cd, came originally from this part of. Germa*- 
ny. This propofition raifcd the attention of 
the company, and the dodor, continuing the 
argument, attempted to prove, that the Angli 
were a people who dwelled on this part of the 
Baltic, and were afterwards invited over to 
Britain. Tacitus, he faid, is the firft that men* 
tions them by name ; poft Albim fupra Cimbrofi 
Reudignt^ Avtones^ Anglic Varini. As the Angli 
were joined in their expedition by the Saxons, 
they muft have bordered upop the latter, whom 
Ptolemy places upon the neck of the Cherfinefus 
Cimbrica. This fixes the fituation of the Varini 
and the Angli ; the former inhabiting that part 
of the dutchy of Mecklenburg, which extends 
along the banks of the Warnow; and the latter 
the remaining part of the country as far as Lu« 
beck^. Such a difplay of erudition was at firft 
produ6live of furprize, but afterwards created 
a good deal of merriment ; the company wifh- 
ing me joy, that the doftor had proved the 
Mecklenburghers and the Englifli to be one and 
the fame nation. The dodtor being perfectly well 
verfed in ancient geography, did not chufe to 

• This is alfo the opiaion of Cluverias. 
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drop his favourite fubjeft, but entered upOn the 
antiquities of Wifmar, in order to fliew that 
this city is the irsp* UA^tmnj or the fecond Mafi^ 
one, mentioned by Ptolemy, and that Ham- 
burgh is the firft. His conjefture was founded 
on Ptolemy's placing the fecond Marione at 
the very beginning of the Sinus Codanus^ or 
Baltic fea, a iituation which can agree with ho 
haven fo. well as that of Wifmar. The conver- 
fation, at length, growing too ferious, M. Afh- 
berg called for another fubjeft ; and one of the 
Swedifh officers, who, as I mentioned to you 
before, fpoke very good Englifli, fung the fol- 
lowing hymn in praife of Woden, the God of 
War, tranflated out of the Edda into Latin, by 
Barthpline, and from thence into Englifh. 



We, with fwords, our valour prov'.d; 
This my laughter always movM. 
When with Woden I fliall be. 
Seats ihalLbe prepared for me; 
There our ale in brimmers flows. 
And the hollow ikulls of foes 
For our pitchers wc Ihall choo&. 
No brave man e'er ihrinksat Death : 
When I once refign my breath. 
No defpairing words flxall flow. 
That relu£bntly I go 
To great Woden's court below. 
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With the dead I long to be : 
Now the Dyfsc ^ beckon me ; 
Whom great Woden from his halt 
Sent, and ordered me to calL 
In the As*s f lofty honfe 
I ihaH fit, and ale caroufe. 
Hours of life already fly^ 
Let me laugh, and laughing die* 

The company were pleafed with the tune, 
which was very martial; but as they did 
fiot underftand the words, he fung a German 
fimg, the purport of which was. 

War is toil and trouble. 
Honour but an empty bubble. 

This {pread a vein of joy through all the com- 
pany ; each fung in his turn, till it was time 
to retire, and all parted in perfod friendflup 
and harmony. 

The day following I went with a Swediih offi- 
cer to view the ruins of the old fortifications, 
which made fo great a figure in the beginning 
of this century. They were demoHfiied in fo 
efiedual a manner, that fcarceany vefiiges of 
them are remaining, only we could difccm 
fcme traces of the ditches. There is ftilt a 

• The Dyfae were inferior godde^i> tke sutfesgers of the 
great Woden. 

f As, or Afus, was another name for Woden, among the 
imckKt Germans, and iignified the Deity by way of excel- 
lence. 
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^ood deal o£ ftagnating water in the neighbour- 
hood, befides two rivulets that difcharge them- 
felves, one on the right and the other on the 
left fide, into the harbour. The oificer was 
well acquainted with the art of engineering, 
and could tell the name of every out-work 
and baftion that formeriy belonged to this city. 
There were fixteen out-works, and fourteen 
bailions : the latter had the pompous names of 
Ericus, Sc^)io, Alaricus, Vefpafianus, Guftavus 
Adolphus, Alexander Magnus, Carolus XI. 
Julius Caefar, Carolus Guftavus, Auguftus, 
Hannibal, Cyrus, Guftavus I. 

The Swedes, at prefent, have but a fmall 
garrifon in Wifinar, hot above three companies 
of foot. They are ftout looking fellows, but 
not very tall; their uniform is much like the 
Pruffian's, fliort blue coats, the fleeves turned 
up with red, and broad white belts of buff lea- 
ther. The officers are moft of them well made 
men, remarkable for complaifance and gen- 
teel behaviour. 

Though the inhabitants of Wifmar are under 
the SwedHh government, they have not acquir- 
cd either the manners or language of that na- 
tion, but remain conformable in both thofe re- 
fpecls to the reft of the natives of Mecklenburg. 
The language is the fame as that fpoken at Ham- 
burg and Lubeck, which they diftinguilh by the 
name of Plat Deutch, or Low Dutch, and bears 
a great refemblance to the Anglo-Saxon, as you 
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may find upon comparing it with Junius*^ 
Anglo-Saxon gofpels, and other Anglo-Saxon 
books. I was furprized not to find a coffde- 
houfe in Wifmar, and -no more than one book- 
feller's Ihop; bnt they have feveral taverns 
where they meet in clubs^ much after the En- 
glilh manner. I fpent a couple of hours at one 
of them this evening, after I had been with my 
friend the fecret^ry, to fee the water-works, 
or the machine by which water is conveyed to 
the different parts of the town. The machine 
is ingenious, and worthy of a traveller's curio- 
fity ; it is in a little tower, towards the ikirts 
of the town. When I came to the club, I 
found the company very genteel and fociable. 
M. Boltenftern wanted me to ftay in Wifmar 
fome days longer; but as this is not a place 
^ely to afford any materials towards my 
hiftory, I begged to be excufed, and propofe 
letting out to-morrow. I have made fome al- 
teration in my plan, for I intended to have gone 
from hence directly to Roftock; but the fecrcta- 
ry having fome bufinefs at Schwerin, has preffed 
me to be of the party. I have agreed to his pro- 
pbfal for two reafons ; one, that I fhall have an 
opportunity of vifiting the fpot on which ftood 
the ancient city of Mecklenburg, in the road 
between Wifmar and Schwerin ; the other, 
that in my way from Schwerin to Roftock, I 
Ihall pafs through the town of Butzow, where 
an univerfity has been lately founded by the 
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prefent duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. Be- 
fides, 1 am informed that profeffor -ffipinus, 
one of the moft learned men in Meck- 
lenburg, is now at Butzow ; and I have ftrong 
recommendations to that gentleman. The fe- 
cretary takes me with him in his own carriage, 
which is an open phaeton, fo that I ihall make ' 
this little journey without the jolting of tha 
poft- waggon, and ftill have the fatisfaftion 
of viewing the country. Adieu ! I have no 
more room left, but juft to fubfcribe myfelf. 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 



L E T T E R V. 

Stttze*w, September 15, 1766. 

Dear Sir, 

rr my laft I acquainted you with my refolu- 
tion of vifiting this town, before I went to 
Roftock; and I am very glad I did, as I have had 
the pleafure of meeting here with profeffor 
JEpi|ius, with whom it has been my particular 
ambition to be acquainted. 
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- The tenth inftant, at nine in the morning 
I fet out from Wifmar for Schwerin, in conj- 
pany with my good friend fecretary Bolten- 
ftern. The diftance between the two cities is 
fbnr German, or fixteen Englifli, miles. The 
road is very good, indeed by much the beft I 
have feen in this part of Germany. Yet 
we drove but flowly, for we did not reach 
Mecklenburg, which is only one German mile 
from Wifmar, till half an hour after ten. The 
inhabitants of this country very feldom either 
drive or ride faft, but move almoft with Spanifh 
gravity. The country through which we 
paffed, was beautiful and well cultivated, form- 
ing a gradual afcent up to Mecklenburg. 1 had 
heard and read £o much of this once famous 
city, that I propofed flopping fometime to view 
the fituation, and to inquire whether there 
were any ruins worthy of notice. The fe- 
cretary was glad to oblige me, and told me he 
would introduce me to the duke's fteward. 
Accordingly we waited upon him, and were 
received with great courtefy and politenefs. 
Being made acquainted with the motive of 
my journey, he offered us his fervice in every 
thing in his power ; but as for ruins he could 
fhew us none, for there were none remaining. 
The village does not contain above a dozen 
cottages, befides the fteward's houfe, which is a 
tolerable neat building. On the other fide of 
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the road, upon a rifing ground, embowered in 
trees, flands ati ancient church, with a di- 
minutive fpire ; and not far from thence runs 
a purling ftream, forming all together a. ve- 
nerable and romantic appearance. 

My friend and I furveycd every part of the 
adjacent ground, but could find no veftijgesof 
walls, or ancient buildings, nor any other ap- 
pearance by which we could conclude this to 
have been the fite of a city of fuch repute* 
But what furprized me, was there being no 
river or navigable ftream, to a place renowned 
for its extenfive commerce. This brought a 
conjefture to my mind, that the fouth part 
of the city might have terminated in this 
fpot ; but that the buildings extended north- 
ward from hence to Wifmar, wKich in all pro- 
bability was the haven of Mecklenburg. My 
reafon for this opinion was, that foch a com- 
merce could hardly be carried on without 
a navigable ftream, and that Wifniar is not 
mentioned in hiftory (and I pay no great re- 
gard to traditions) till after the ruin of Meck- 
lenburg. From thence a prefumption arifes, 
that they were not two diftinft cities, but that 
the part bordering on the fea afliuned the name 
of Wifmar, when the remaining part, where 
formerly flood the regal palace, fell to decline. 
But this I give only as a conjcfturc. 

M J ' ' Meek* 
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Mecklenburg, though now an infignificant 
village, was once a powerful metropolis, and 
the refidence of the kings of the Obotrites. 
Like many other feats of empire, it has under- 
gone ftrange revolutions^ but it ftill gives name 
to one of the moft refpedable families in Ger- 
many. The origin of it is involved in fable ; 
but it muft be of great antiquity, fince vulgar 
tradition attributes it to Anthyrius the firft, 
king of the Vandals. It is faid to have been 
twenty miles in circumference, from whence; 
according to fome authors, it took its name of 
Magnopolis or Megapolis. The firft mention 
we find of it in hiftory, is in Adam of Bremen, 
who wrote in the nth century, and calls it 
Mecklenburg. With great probability fome 
writers derive that name from the old word 
Mechlin^ to trade ; the fituation fo near the Bal- 
tic being very advantageous for commerce. 
Mechlin, in Brabant, appears to have been de- 
nominated from the fame origin ; and this word 
is ftill ufed in that fignification, in the North- 
fea, and in the towns of the Hanfeatic alliance. 
As fo large a city could not be conveniently 
cncompaffed with walls, three caftles were 
creeled to keep the inhabitants in awe, ai^d to 
ferve for a defence upon the approach of an 
enemy. Two of thefe were in the extreme parts 
of the town, and the third was the palace of 
their ancient monarchs. I remember to have 
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ni£ftitioned in my Vandalia^, that on the fame 
fpot there is fiill a caftle, known by the name 
of Mecklenburg, where a governor appointed 
by the duke ufually refides. But I was mis-in* 
formed, for there is no caftle, nor governor, 
but only the bailiflF abovementioned, who lives 
in a common dwelling- houfe. This great city 
continued to flourifh under its own fovereigns 
till 1 162, when a crufade, or religious war, be- 
ing fet on foot againft the Vejjiedi, Henry the 
Lion, duke of Saxony and Bavaria, who was at 
the head of the crufade, wre^ed it from king 
PribiflausIL and. granted it to one of his cap- 
tains, named Henry de Scaten, Pribiflaus 
retook it by ftorm in 11 64, but not being 
able to keep poffeffion of it againft the fu- 
perior force of the crufaders, rather than 
deliver it up again to the* enemy, he fet it 
on fire, and levelled it to the ground. Upon 
the reconciliation of Henry the Lion and 
Pribiflaus, it was rebuilt by this laft king of the 
Obotrites -in n 70 j but it never could recover 
its ancient fplendor, and upon the founding or 
enlarging of Wifmar in the 1 3th century, it 
funk infenfibly into a village. 

Struck with the fate of this metropolis, I 
fat myfelf down on a bench in the church-yard, 
with my friend the fecretary, and began to in- 
dulge a kindly mood of melancholy. ** How 

• P. 400. 
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is the mighty Mecklenburg fallen, and its 
proud battlements and lofty fpires levelled 
to the grdund ! The palaces of kings, whofe 
fway extended along the wide coafts of the 
Baltic, are diflblved into duft ; and bleating 
flieep now graze in thofe fields, which were once 
filled with fpacious flreets, and magnificent 
buildings. The bufy fcene of commerce, which 
fpread the fweets of afiluence over an indufhi- 
ous land, is changed into a gloomy folitude ; and 
lofty oaks, or high-fpreading pines, occupy the 
place of magazines of opulent merchants. How 
tottering the foundations of human grandeiu* ! 
How fleet, how tranfient the fchemes of ftabi- 
lity of empire ! Where are now the trophies of 
fo many potent ftates, which filled the world 
with the blaze of their conquefts ? What is be- 
come of Nineveh', the capital of the Aflyrian^ 
that exceeding great city of three days journey f Where 
are the remains of Babylon, fo famed for her 
ftately palaces, her high walls, and hanging- 
gardens i Does not corn now grow where once 
ftood the mighty city of Troy, fo teiiowned in 
Grecian ftory ? Can we trace the remains of 
Carthage, who maintained fo long a conteft 
, with Rome for the empire of the world? Are 
not Tyre and Sparta bare names of cities famed^ 
the one fw commerce, the other for arins? 
Rome; even Rome hetfelf, the miftrefs of the 
world, is fallen, her majefty is vanilhed, her 
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cunilc chairs are broke, and barbarian conque- 
rors have carried oflF the Roman ftandards. 

Ilia virts armifque potens^ tot nomina fajih 
^ua deditj etfuperis far prope Roma fidt. 

Majeftas cecidit^ fella cecidere curulesy 
Barbaries vidrix Italajigna tulit.^* 

I was going on with my reverie, when the fe* 
cretary interrupted me, by obferving that fuch 
revolutions were not at all furprizing, but 
founded in nature : that no earthly being what* 
ever has any ftability, but is .perpetually un- 
dergoing fome change, from its beginning to 
its final period. God alone being felf-ex* 
iftent and eternal, is exempt from mutability } 
but all things created, whether animate or in- 
animate, are from their very internal formatioa 
fubged to corruption. The natural property of 
every thing in this world is, that whatever i$ 
generated, muft pafs thro' the changes of growth,i 
corruption, and death ; and as plants and ani^ 
Rials are fubjeft to thefe gradual mutations, till 
they infenfibly perifli; fo empires, kingdoms^ 
republics, and cities, muft pay the fame tribute 
to nature, be fubjeft to the like changes, and, 
from a ftate of full growth, experience a gra* 
dual decline, till they are brought to their final 
diflblutiou* 
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So revolves the fcenc ; 
So time ordains, wh0 rolls the things of pride 
From duft again to diift. 

And as the natural body, either of men or 
beafts, is brought to its diffolution by various 
caufes, but chiefly by infirmities and difeafes ; 
fo the body politic, either of a ftate or city, is 
deftroyed, either by internal difeafes, fuch ad 
the corruption and difcord of the people, the 
imprudence of governors, the tyranny of princes, 
&c. or by external or adventitious evils, fuch as 
foreign arms, or the calamities of fire, inunda- 
tions, and earthquakes. That the truth of thefe 
obfervations was afcertained by the hiftory of 
all ages, and (without mentioning the ruin of 
inferior ftates, as Athens, Sparta, &c.) by 
the fubverfion of the four great monarchies 
of the Aflyrians, Perfians, Greeks and Ro- 
mans. Kingdoms and cities are the works of 
man; and the works of man are all fubjeft 
to mortality. We live in the midft of perifhable 
beings, and it frequently happens that what 
Has required the labour of many years to 
ereft, is deftroyed in one day, nay in one hour, 
one inftant, either by the barbarity of an enemy, 
- or by fome other ujpiavoidable calamity. — ^Here 
I expefted the fecretary would have finiflied ; 
but he begged leave to mention a paflage that 
occurred to him, concerning our prefent fubjed, 
from a letter of Servius Sulpicius to Cicero, 

upon 



Digitized by 



Googk 



L E T T E R V. 171 

upon the death of his daughter TuUia. *« On 
my return from Afia, as I was failing from 
iEgina towards Megara, I began to contem* 
plate the profpeft of the countries around me. 
-^ina was behind ; Megara before me ; Piraeus 
on the right ; Corinth on the left : all which 
towns, once fariious and flourifliing, now lie 
overturned and buried in their ruins. Upon 
this fight, I could not but think prefently with-? 
in myfelf, Alas! how do we poor mortals fret 
and vex ourfelvcs, if any of our friends happen 
to die, or to be killed, whofe life is yet fo fhort^ 
when the carcaffes of fo many noble cities lie 
here expofed before me in one view ?'' 

Having thus fufficiently lamented the fate 
of ancient Mecklenburg, we returned to 
the fteward, who infilled on our accepting of 
a little refrefhtnent with him ; after which we 
took leave of thjtt gentleman, and mounted 
our phaeton. 

About one o'clock we bad adieu to the vil- 
lage of Mecklenburg, and by three arrived at a 
hamlet called Zickhufe, eight miles from Wif- 
man They reckon by computed miles, over 
this whole dutchy ; but I believe one of their 
miles, in general, makes fix Englifli, We dined 
here at a wretched inn, where they had no 
wine, but only very bad beer and brandy. By 
^ve o'clock we reached a village called Kirch- 
ftieck, fituated in a mofl: pleafant country. 
From thence we pafled through a fine foreft 
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belonging to the duke, and on our right we 
faw a fmall lake, and a very goml houfe, the 
feat of baron Bulow. Soon after fix we had 
fight of the lake of Schwerin, whofe fertile 
banks are chequered with woods and lawns. 
The reft of the way to Schwerin aflforded mzn 
, exalted pleafure, the whole profpeft being en- 
chantingly variegated with fields, meadows,, 
woods and water. By feven we reached that 
town, and took up onr quarters at one 
Preufles's, who keeps a houfe of public accom- 
modation in the fl;reet leading to the caftle. 

Upon our arrival, I found that his highnefs 
the duke refided conftantly at Ludwigfluft, a 
country palace about fifteen miles from hence ; 
but that his brother prince Lewis and princeft 
.Charlotte were in the caftle of Schwerin; and 
that her brother, the prince of Saxe-Coburg; 
was here upon a vifit. The young prince her 
fon was gone three days before to Laufanue, 
with his governor, the baron d'Ifemburg, a 
gentleman of Swedifli Pomerania : and he pro- 
pofes making his ftudies in that city, under the 
title of the count of Schwerin. The dutcheft 
and priricefs Ulrica, as I mentioned to you in 
a former letter, are at- Hamburg. It was not 
my intention to wait upon any of the ferene 
family, till I had been at Strelitz, where I hoped 
to have letters of recommendation to the court 
of Schwerin. While fupper was getting ready, 
the fecretary and I took a turn about the 
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town, which by reafon of an annual fair held 
at that time^ we found crowded with people, 
lobferved that all the houfes were pyramidical, 
and moft of them adorned with weather-cocks* 
In our way home 1 faw a gentleman's houfc 
wide open, and having the curiofity to look in, 
I perceived in a back room a corpfe lying in 
fiate, with a vaft number of wax-lights fet 
round it, and a very decent woman to attend 
it, dreffed in white like a nun. Upon inquiry, 
I find that funerals are very expenfive in this 
country, and ftand greatly in need of a funjptu- 
ary law. We got to our inn by dark, and 
after flipper, withdrew to our bedchambers. I 
arc^ early the next morning, and finding that 
the fecretary^would betaken up with bufinefs, 
refc^ved to ftroH about the town, and to fee as 
much as I could that day, intending to fet out 
the day following in the poft- waggon for But- 
«ow. For defigning to ftay fome time at 
Schwerin upon my return, I thought no 
unneceffary delay was to be made in getting 
to Strelitz : I fliall therefore defer giving 
you a defcription of Schwerin till I come 
back to that capital, when I hope to be able to 
take a full view of it, and its feveral curiofi- 
ties. In the morning I went out of town 
to the windmill on a neighbouring hill, from 
whence I had a full profpedl of the lake and 
town, and really think the fituation is one of 
the moft pleafant in Europe. From thence I 
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returned into town by the Schelf, a name given 
to the new town, and faw the handfome church 
creded in 171 1, by duke Frederick William, 
where he has built a new vault for the ducal 
family. Thence I went to fee the Dome, a fine 
Cothic building. As it was not my plan to make 
any acquaintance in this city, till my return from 
Strelitz, I declined accepting an invitation from 
a friend of tHe fecretary. After dinner I went to 
fee the caftle, juft as prince Lewis, princefs Char- 
lotte, and the prince of Coburg, were going 
to take an airing. The duke's foldiers are well 
looking men, dreffed exadly like the Pruffians, 
in fhort blue coats, and fleeves turned up with 
red* One Fellart, an old fervant belonging to 
the dutchefs,, introduced me into the apart- 
ittients ; but a gentleman, called fecretary Mit- 
hofF, was fent for to flicw me the gallery of 
pictures, and the cabinet of rarities. M. Mithoff 
walked with me afterwards into the garden, 
which I found moft beautifully laid out j and 
he affured me that the prince and princefs 
Charlotte would be glad to fee me, as foon as 
diey were returned from their airing. I told 
him that I was very forry I was obliged to fet 
out directly for Butzow, but Ihould take another 
opportunity of paying my refpefts to their 
highrieffes. The poft-waggon for Butzow was 
to depart that very afternoon. One thing I took 
notice of in honour of Mecklenburg, that th^ old 
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fcrvant who fliewcd me the apartments, would 
not accept of a prefent, telling me his highnefe 
did not permit any fuch mercenary cuftom. 
Upon my return to the inn, I had juft time to 
take leave of my good friend fecretary Bolten- 
ftern, and got into the poft-waggon by four 
o'clock. We were to travel all night, but 
it was very fine weather, and I had prepared 
myfelf againft the worft. Our conipany were 
three young gentlemen going to the univcrfity 
of Butzow, and an officer whofe regiment wzs 
quartered at Roftock. Coming out of Schwe- 
rin, We left a fine road on our right, which we 
were told was the way to Ludwigfluft, and had 
been lately made for the duke's private ufe. The 
i^oad we took was pretty good. We foon left the 
lake of Schwerin on our left ; then pafling a 
bridge, where we paid a toll, we afcended 3 
high hill, and found the road fomewhat rug- 
ged. Upon the fummit of the hill we had an 
extenfivc profpeft of a beautiful valley, laid out 
in meado^ir lands, and well flocked with cattle. 
After we had traverfed the valley, we mount- 
ed another eminence, higher than the former^ 
from whence we had a fine view of a romantic 
country, confifting chiefly of foreft lands. By 
fix o'clock we arrived at Pinnow, a pleafant 
village fituated on a fmall lake, at the diflance 
of about eight miles from Schwerin. Here we 
flopped to take fome refrefliment, and then pro- 
ceeded on our journey. The road for the re- 
mainder 
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mainder of the way, as far as Butzow, is ex- 
ceeding good« By nine o'clock we came to a 
ftagc, called the hunting-houfe, which was only 
an inn, fix miles from Pinnow ; and by one in 
the morning we entered the village of Ventz- 
kow, fix miles from the hunting-houfe. Here 
we got out of our vehicle, being obliged to 
change carriage with the poft-waggon that 
comes from Roftock. As we were told it 
would be almoft day-break before the other 
carriage would come, we took fome refrefh* 
ment, and laid ourfelves down comfortably 
on beds of clean firaw. In a little more 
than three hours, we were awaked with the 
XLOife of the other poft-waggon* I thought we 
were to fet out diredly, but the young gentle- 
meu wopld have coflfee, which was brought 
us» You cannot conceive what a. quantity of 
coffee they drink in this country, but I do not 
find it does them any prejudice. It is true they 
drink a good deal of brandy befides ; for at 
every public-houfe they call for drams. Their 
houfes of entertainment on the road, are very 
like thofe in Weftphalia ; they have no chim- 
neys, but the fmoke goes out at the door; 
only I do not find th^t the cattle and the peo- 
ple lie all in the fa:me room, after the manner 
of Weftphalia. There is hardly a drop of wine 
to be had upon the road, and feldom any visu- 
als except bread, cheefe, and bacon. It is true, 
the towns are no great diftance from one ano^ 
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tkcr, fo that the hardihip a traveller uijidcrgoes^ 
is not of long continuance. At five we mount- 
ed our waggon, and by day-break we faw be- 
fore us a moft delightful country. Woods, 
hills, dales, and verdant meadows, dif- 
playcd themfelves to our view, exhibiting a 
variety of beautiful landfcapes. By feven we 
arrived at Sternberg, fix miles from Wentfch- 
kow, and alighted at the poft-houfe. 

Sternberg is a finall town of the dutchy of 
Mecklenburg, and principality of Wenden, fitu- 
ated on a lake, nearly in the center of the prp- 
vince, and commanding a pleafaqt profpeift. 
This is a place of great antiquity, but I do not 
find what year it was built. In former times 
it was fortified, but the walls are now tijmbled 
down, and the cafile is gone to ruin. In 
1650, the town was burnt to the ground, and 
it has not fince been able to raife its head. 
Yet t^e diets of the dutchy o£ Mecklenburg are 
held alternately here and at Malchln. In the 
neighbourhood we faw feveral gentlemen^s 
houfes, but the town itfclf contains nothing 
worth remarking. 

We breakfafted at the ppft-houfe, and be- 
tween eight and nine proceeded on our jour^ 
ney, having a fine view of the country, and 
the beautiful lake on our right hand. As we 
advanced we obferved feveral mounts, and very 
large ftones, which the officer affured roe were 
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the ruins of altars ercded by the tocienl Vd- 
nedi. I was glad to find a gentleman of hi^ 
profeffion fo well verfed in antiquity, irid this 
fingle fubjeft gave rife to a good deal erf convct- 
iation. Soon after We perceived the gditle 
Wirnow flowing through the meads, arid, in 
in its courfe, fattening k fruitful cotintty. 
This beautiful river tikes its rife in the 
center of the dutchy of Meckjehburg, be- 
tween the principalities of Schweriri ^nd 
Wenden, not far from the village of Hertzberg, 
and continuing its courfe to'fc^trds Sterftberg 
receives the Mildenitz and Nebel ; a^teSr w^fch 
^t fpreids into a lake and hirbotar at Roftodc, 
aiid empties itfelf into the Baltic, ih the Neigh- 
bourhood of WamemiiWdc, By ten we reach- 
ed the village of Warnow, which derives its 
name frofn the''ab6ve river, and ftands in a 
moft charming cbimtry. This was the feat of 
the ancient Varini, who bordered upon the 
An^t, and they were both comprifed with fe* 
veral other tribesj in the common s^pellation 
of Vandals, We refrefli'ed ourfelves at this vil- 
lage, and foon after we had a fight of the totm 
of Butzow, which is jfii: Allies diftant. THe whole 
road is through a beautiful plain, extremely wcdl 
. watered. As we approached the town, we few on 
the left a large bmldlrig, clofe fey k little vib- 
lage^ which we were told was Hhuneis;, for^ 
merly a convent for Lutheran ladies ; but fepr 
pFeffed in i754> ^7 a- convention betweea »the 
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tiw> dukes, and for ever ceded to the duke of 
SchweriiL Before twelve we reached Butzow, 
and I took up jny quarters at th« poft-houfe. 

Butzow is one of the moft ancient towns in 
the dutchy of MeckJenburg ; they call it in 
Latin Bucephalea^ fronj Alexander's Bucephalus, 
feppofing it to have been founded by Anthy- 
lius, one of that king's generals, 336 years be- 
fore tlic birth t)f €hrift. But this I would tiot 
have you depend upon; all that we can with any 
degree of certainty affirm is, that the hrftory of 
its origin is loft In thedarknefs of antiquky. in 
the year 1232, Henry Burevinus H* and Nicolas 
III. princes of Meddenfburg, granted this tpwn 
and the a<^acent territory to the bifliops of 
Schwerin, in whofe poffeffion it continued till 
tile fecularization of that fee at the treaty of 
Wcftphdia. There is ftill an ancient caftle here, 
hi which the bi&ops of S<^hwerin formerly re- 
Ijided; and Very lately it was the refidence of 
the dutchcfs Sophia • Charlotta, dp wager of 
Frederick Wi^bm, duke of Mecklenburg 
&diwerin,and fifterofthelaftking of Sweden; 
fike died here in 1 749. The town was former- 
ly very ftrong, both by art and nature, Wing 
&irrounded by a morafs; the fortifications^ 
however, are now gone to iTiin. In 17 16, it 
9C9as burnt down to the ground, but has fincc . 
rifen more beautiful out of its alhes. The 
ilreets are wide, and drawn in a ftrait line. The 
boufes are high and well-built, making a very 
K 2 good 
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good appearance, yet the town is not well in- 
habited. Duke Frederick William gave en- 
couragement to the French refugees to fettle in 
this place, and accordingly they ereded fome 
manufadures, which, however, are in a declin- 
ing condition. In confequence of a difpute 
with the city of Koftock, the prefent duke has 
thought proper to found a new univerfity in 
Butzow, with the confent and approbation of 
the late emperor. His highnefs has alfo with* 
drawn his falaries from the univerfity of Rofiock, 
and appropriated them to this of Butzow. The 
magiftrates of Roftock co^ntinuc to fupport the 
old academy; and the confequence of this 
conteft is, that Roftock is much hurt, but Qut- 
zow not greatljr benefited. The duke, indeed, 
ha$ taken care to employ none as profefibrs, 
but n^n of the firft character, and moft of them 
confpicuous in the republic of letters. Yet as 
their falaries are fomething fcanty, and they 
have but few pupils ; their condition is not the 
moft afRucnt, and moft of them would be glad 
to fee matters accommodated between his fe- 
rene highnefs and the magiftrates of Roftock. 
As foon as I arrived at Butzow, I inquired 
after profeffor -ffipinus, and was overjoyed to 
hear of his being then in town. After dinner I 
fent a card to him, fignifying that I Ihouldbe 
proud of the honour of waiting on him,, and 
begged the favour of him to let me know his 
Icifure hour ; he returned me for anfwery that 
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lie x^ould be ghd to fee me at four o'clock* 
Accordingly I went, and delivered a letter of 
recommendatiom to him ; but he politely told 
me I was too well known in Mecklenburg, to 
need any recommendatory epiftle. In fliort, the 
profeffor received me with the afFe&ion and' 
cordiality of a brother, or very near relation. 
He had procured a copy of my Vandalia, from 
Mr. Matthias at Hamburg; and underftood 
Englifh fuificiently to form a judgment of the 
work. It would appear like vanity, were I to 
repeat to you what he faid concerning it ; and 
I m^ft own that it flattere<f^e greatly to find 
that my well*meant endeavours had met with 
the approbation of fo learned a gentleman* 
Vi^t he had made fome remarks, particularly 
on the topographical part, where I had been 
kd into a few errors. I told him I ihould 
be, greatly obliged to him for any of his 
ftridures, and that I was come on ,purpofc 
into Germany, to improve imder fiich a 
mafter. The profeffor was not behind-haad in 
compliments^ for he is a courtier^s well as phi-t 
lofopher, being privy-counfeilor to the duke, 
and adually charged with a commiffion of tm-* 
pottance, relating to the prcfciit difpute with 
the magiftrat^s of Rofiock, He i$ a comely 
man, of a middling ftature, well Umbed, roimd 
faced, grey eyed, and ruddy complexion. H* 
expreffes jiimfelf with elegance in Latin, as 
well as in his motheii^tongue^ and underfiands 
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the Englifhy Spaniih, and Italian languages ; ho 
aUb fpeaks fome French, but not with fiuenqr. 
His family name was originally Hocb^ which 
in the German language iignifies High; and his 
anceftorsy towards the latter end of the igth 
century, were ifettled in a town of the marche 
of Brandenburg, called 21iegefer, near the river 
Oeder ; of which John Hoch, from whoih he is 
lineally defcended, was fenator or alderman. 
That gentleman's fon, named alfo John, was the 
fcrft doftor of divinity at the univerfity of Wit^ 
tenberg^ after the Reformation; and was recom- 
mended by Luther <o the fenate of Hambwgi 
as, a proper inftrument to promote the Prptef- 
tant religion ; but meeting with great oppofi- 
tion from the abettors of the old dodrine, ^9^ 
being in fome danger of his lifei he waa obliged 
to fly, and thought proper to change his i^ato^ 
to iEpinus, from the Greek word '«iT/frfo 
vfhkii alfo iignifies Higk. It was much the 
cuftbm of the learned prot€;ftaiits of thofi^ 
days, to Lutinife or Hellenixc their names, as 
Melan£Uioii^ Gamerarius, &c. The profefibr's 
grand -father was John -Sipinu?, governor of 
Stoirgard, under . duke Adolphus Frederick IL 
df ;Mecklenbutg StreUtas. His . &ther was tiie 
Vt)ey% Dn FraafKus A&ert jEpinus, who living 
been brought up * to . the church, and per- 
formed his ftudies at Koilock, was made dodot 
cf divinity,* and raifed to the chief honours in 
that univcrSty, whore he departed this life w 
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I7SP. 'WisiWitingsi ar? very ^Ulnp:p^s ; chief-. 
\y fill t^^oolpgical futjj^^s : A^ioi^ othe^-s rda- 
ting <Q ]\IeckI^nburg, he pornppfed a tre^tife 
entitledi IM M^ckienburgertfum a GentUifm^ acf 
Cl^iJUa^ifmm Omv^rJioT^ : a copy of wh^ch the 
profeffpr yras . pleafed to ipake me a prefent 
He n^ap:ied in, 1 7 1 5, a young iady, named, AS'^^f 
porckfen, of a noble family, by whom he had 
^everal children ; and an^png the reft, our wor- 
thy profeffor, named Angelus Joannas Daniel, 
bqrn in 1 71 8 ; and another fpn named Francifcn? 
Ulr4CijSL,TheQdofius, a kfrnefi phyfician, well 
Icnown in the republic of letters, now refidin^ 
^t Peteffburg. The profeffor went through 
his ftudies at Roftock, where he followed hi? 
iatjier'^ fpot-fteps, andrajfed himfelf to the.firfjt 
degree c^ emjinence in that univerfi|:y. He is 
profe^OP fjf p^iloiiDphy now. at Butzow, a pre- 
ferment which he enjoyed before ajt Rqftock ; 
and being a great hiftorian.a.n4 civilian, he has 
^)een frequently employed by his feyep^ hi^h- 
neis in public affairs. . . , ,. . = 

When I waited on M.^^pJi^is, I foijifid ^im 
m company with a, ge^^ijan njiptje^^ Jotze, 
who is profeffof ^JF h^ftpj[y:i^ this uniy^rfity, 
^d was, f9f-^e;;ly, mafte^T^^f^laiJgJfages at^Gpt- 
tingen, ;v^ere his repujtatipp is well ^ft^blifhicd. 
He fpeaks^furprizin^good EngUfti, for one that 
had not; learn,t it very young, arid h^s never 
been in England, ;,Qur^^cQnyerfatipn turned 
- chiefly on the ajQFairs of ^the univerJfityv and the, 
N 4 hiftory 
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hiftory of Mecklenburg, with which profeflbf 
iEpintis is perfectly acquainted. He lamented 
that the conveniences for profeffors and ftu* 
dents at Butzow were but indiflRnpent;^that there 
was no fuch thing as a public haU for reading 
leftures, but the profeffors were obliged to per- 
form that part of their office in their own apart- 
ments : that there was not even a proper place 
for defending public thefes ; but they were under 
neceffity of making ufe of the church : neither 
were there many of the burghers that had con^ 
venient houfes for boarding the young gen- 
tlemen, fo that, upoh the whole, they had great 
reafon to regret the removal of the univerfity 
to Butzow, Thefe inconveniences were fuch, 
that he apprehended things wouH be reftored 
to their former fituation, fo foon as the dif* 
pute between the duke and the fenate of Rof« 
tock could be accommodated* 

During our converfation, coffisc, wine and 
pipes were brought in, and Mrs. -ffipinus, who 
is a very agreeable lady, made her appearance. 
After compliments were over, profeiUbf iEpinus 
refumed the fubjeft of the univerfity, and gave 
me the names of the other profeffors his col- 
leagues, who, as I mentioned to you before, are 
all men of confummate learning. The reftor 
is doctor Tychfen, profeffor of Hebrew and the 
oriental languages. The other profeffors arc 
as follow: of divinity and ecclefiaftical hiftory 
is Dr. Doedcrlein : of law Dr. Mantzel, well 
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kfiown in the republic of letters ; Dr. Becker ; 
and Dr. Trendenlenburg, brother of the phy- 
fician, of whofe genteel treatment I wrote to 
you from Lubeck : of phyfic, Dn Detharding, 
and Dr. Schaarfchmidt : of philofophy. Dr. 
.^inus, whofe publick biifinefs at Roftock will 
not permit him at prefent to attend ; and Dr. 
Tetcns : of mathematics. Dr. Karften, a pcrfoil 
confpicudus in the learned world : of hiftoryi 
is M. Totze, the gentleman then in compa- 
ny with M. ^pinus. M.. Totze has a very 
good library, in the /fame houfe. I went up 
ilairs with him, and was well pleafed to fee fo 
large and choice a <:olledion of books. Among 
the reft he had a great variety of our beft En- 
gliih writers, oh different arts and fqiences. 
This gentleman is writing an introduftion to 
iini^^erfal hiftofy in the German language, and 
the work is almoft ready for the prefs. Profeffor 
-Slpinus's library was at Roftock, where he 
chifefly refides on account of his prefent com- 
miffion. Yet he has a tolerable colleftion at 
Butzow. Hearing that 1 had found fuch diffi- 
culty to procure a copy of the Jus Lubicenfey he 
told me he had one at my fervice, and infifted 
on making me a prefent of it. He has feverai } 
other pieces at Roftock, relating to the hiftory 
of 'Mecklenburg, which he intends Ifliall take 
with' me to England. In our converfation con- 
cerning the court of Schwerin, he informed me 
that princefs Ulrica, the duke's fifter, was learn- 
ing 
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ing Englifli, and had i^lre?uJy hfg^n to trw5^t« 
part of npy. Vandalis^. We continued c^attj?^g 
till pretty late, when we had a col4 callation, 
which I may call a Commum Fhilofaphkum^ and 
w^s infinitely more agreeable to me, than the 
fumptuous repails with which I had been fo of- 
ten furfeit^d. We broke up in good timei and 
(he two profsffors irififted upon accompanying 
pi? to pay lodging; profeffor iplpinus likewifc 
Wi^s pkafed to invite nac to dine with hipa the 
|i«jLt4ay. 

Egrly ill the morning, M.\^pinu5 came to 
»7 lodging, with a large bundle of printed 
^nd MS papers, relating to the affairs of Meek* 
, lenburg. One was intitled. Index leilivntm fub- 
kcarum et privaiarum in acadsmia Fridericianoi ba* 
biitdaruniL Here I faw fomething that founds 
very drojl, Yia, that at three in the afterr^ 
tioron, the rc6N)r, Dr. Tych&n, (who is a clergy- 
fUan) wijl expound the Koran ; bora tertta alco* 
T^ni/iin MfUcabit. Another, Initium nova a€0dema ' 
FruUriciame Butzovienfis indUiU ^que ad prationem 
fmbiicam^ di£zo Qfi. j 760, aperimd^s c^roqfibus tarn 
fuhlicis qwmfrvvatis dicatam^ & in tmploopfntU^no 
babendamy liter arum Jludiofos bumaniter invitat^ D. 
CbriJUanus Albertus Doederlein^ S.S. Thedcjg. Prof. 
P. 0. Another was a large volume in folio, and 
in the Qerman language, by profeflQDr ^pi- 
^us, containing a number of documents to 
prove the jurifdiftion of the dukes of Meck- 
lenburg over the univerlity and fenate of 
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Roftock. Another was intitlcd. Leges quibus Jin- 
ii^fi lii^rarwn in aaademia Butzovien/t tenen^ , 
m^. To th^fc w#il^ added, the lite emperor's 
latin diploiB^', in MS. ccmfirming the univer- 
fity of Butzpw. The profeffor defired xne t<> 
accept of them as a prefent, and that they 
were only a fpecimen of what he Ihould give 
m^ when I came tp Roftock. So much gene- 
roiity quite confounded me; I could qnly re- 
turn him thanks, and promifed to exprefe my 
gratitude in a more putdic manner, when I re^ 
turned to England. We breakfaftcd together, 
andfpent a great part pf the morning in hifto- 
fical converfotioA ; a»d I muft own that he re- 
moved j;ny doubts on feveral vticles of import. 
auife. The t^me ftole infenfibly away till noon, 
tl^eir ufual hour of dining, when I attended 
^1^ 1,9 his houfe. 

, I found he had got fome otb^r CQinpany, but 
pp^vcry numepns. There W,ere twp profef- 
fors of the uniyerfity, Mr. Tot»e aad I^. Trea- 
d^ni^ur^to whom I was poUtely i»tfoduce4 
by M. -^pinus ; . and I took the opportunity of 
Koqntioning the civilities X jkad received from 
J^? brother at Lubeck. He i^ »uch younger 
.than the phjiician, and refembles him great* 
Jy^ in the faoe^ which is teUing you that b^ 
is a handfomc man. He is fnarried to a youny 
^et)^wom>m ffon^ the el^^rate of Hanovei:^ 
fay whom he has a houfe .^1 x>f children ; for 
yon canoot imagine how jprojific the women 
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. are in this country. Another of the Dramatif 
Per/on^y was a Calvinift minifter, whom they 
called paftor Finneman, a vwy agreeable, andt 
I may fay, accompliflied gentleman. The Cal- 
yinifts, in this town, are but a very fmall 
congregation ; their eiftablifhment was chicly 
owing to the French refugees, who came hither 
to erefl: manufaftures. Their meeting-hoofe 
was fo old, that they found it neceffary to pull 
it down ; fo that poor paftor Fimicman was ob- 
liged to undertake a journey to ' Holland, ia 
order to raife contributions for building ano* 
then Hefucceedcd pretty well; the confe. 
quence. of which has been the erefting of a 
handfome edifice : but it is not yet rodfed in, 
neither has he money fufficiciit to finifh the 
infidej fo that Be talks of a fecond expedi- 
tion to Holland ; nay, he knows riot but he ihiy 
go over to Englancl, having read in the public 
pap?r^ of the vaft fums of * money' colleftediti 
^ixat country, for charitable and religious uffes. 
He is very well qualified- for aii office and fa* 
tigtie of this kind, being a robuft man, of a ve- 
ry agreeable perfoA, cxtremfeiy^Hchearfiil, and 
endowed with good fcnfe and learning, Be>- 
t\veen this gentleman and profeflbr j£pihui^ 
there is an intintate fticndfh^Vt^^gh the 
latter is a zealous 'L'utheran,'anxfffi'e former^ a 
t^alviniftical minifter/^ But dfffertffice in l*eligi- 
on feldom breaks the union of brdthefly loVe 
and chriftian' charity in Germany. I wsts 
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^kaTed now to find myfelf in the company of 
pIdlofopherS) hoping to retrieve the time I had 
loft in feafting at Hamburg and Lubeck. Our 
entertainment was very good, but nothing 
fumptuousand extravagant. In drinking healths 
I obferCred fomething new, that they took 
cn^e large glafs, and fipped to the health of 
«ach perfon, till they went round the whole 
company ; and then there were no more healths 
drank. They performed the fame' ceremony of 
fahitingone another after dinner, as at Lubeck; 
and I find it is the cuftom all over Mecklen- 
burg. The afternoon converfation was chiefly 
on matters relating to the academy. Upon 
my expreffing a defire to fee the town, and 
the public fchool called the Paedagogium, 
they made me put it oflf till the next day, when 
the two profeflprs, iEpinus and Totee, promifed 
to be my guides. At nine o'clock we had a 
cold fupper, and parted at eleven, after profeflbr 
Trendenlenburg had engaged the whole com- 
pany to dine with him the day following. 

Early the next morning profeflbr Trenden- 
lenburg knocked at my chamber-door, before I 
was up, and I found it was to remind me of my 
engagement Mr. Totze called upon me foon 
after, and was followed by profeflbr ^^pinus, 
.who infiftedj on my breakfafting at his houfe, 
-and told me that they were ready afterwards 
to fliew me the town. The firil place they 
conduced me to was the Paedogogium, or pub- 
lic 
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]k grammar-fthool f6r ^qtialifying youth fer 
the ttttiverfity. The building wlicre thi^ 
ichOol is kept^ is very antieat, being the ^id 
'ducal palace^ near one oi the gates of tbe dty. 
Adfjoining to it is a tower, on which I faw 
ihc following infcription : 

MXWXWIIL RmrendiU P^t. Dtms. NiaiAnn, 

ififc. Sueriru banc tmrem effn/iruttk. 

Th^ apartments for the mafter^ and the ytmiig 
gentlemen are very commodious, and have a 
pleafant proved of tbe country. It was in 
this buUding^ as I aientioned to you befolie, 
that the dutcbefs xJowager of Mecklenburg, 
iifter of the late king of Sweden, ended her 
^ays. From thence We adjourned to the church, 
a good Gothic ftructare, very lightfome, but 
containing nothing remarkaWe. Dr. Trenden- 
lenburg's hoiife was near the church, fo that we 
had an eafy tranfition to dinner. We had a 
pretty large company, and, among the reft, Dr. 
-Karften, profeflbr of mathematics. He is a 
gentleman of low ilature, very thin and ratz^ 
gre, of grave deportment, in fome meafure, 
*hfe eSod: of his fickly conftitution. Oor 
•entertainment was very good, but no excefs of 
^ny kind. The <:onverfation turned chiefly on 
*he afts and fiAenccs in England ; and the gen- 
tlemen were |jieafed to fay a great numy fine 
things in commendati^ xif Englifhiiteiature. 

After 
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After dmner %^e adjourned to Mr. Itlrften^s, in 
drder to fee his obftrvatoiy; 1 fbuha it well 
conftriifted, and furniflied with glaffes^ and 
other msithtmatical inftruSHeiitS. He ha* 
alio a good library, efpeci^ly biF books iii 
hils 6\vft jprofeffiota. thfe dx^ftor hils pubiHhed 
ftveral hiathemitical perfbrtnknceS himfelfj 
among the reft a very thick volumfe in 8vo, 
inf itied, Mathejis iheoretka dmentaris atqui fub^ 
limior^ in ufurti acadetmcarum praleiUdnum^ duShrt 
Wenceft: Jo. Guft. Karfien. ThU. DoB. in acHd. Rafi. 
J 766. He was pieced to make mfe aprefcnt ot 
this^, and fome other ^pieces of his own cbrnpo^ 
fing. iFhis geiltleman is reckoned tme trf the, 
trompleteft matheintticians' in ^ Gfermtoy. 

After we h^ indulged our ^etw^ofity at Dt. 
Karften's, profeJIbr tZ^p&iite propfofed taMng a 
walk oift of towilt, t<> Ihe^ ft* the ehviix^Bls^. 
The town being not above t^frb Ailefs Sn coi». 
pafs, we fobn Weiit round it. I bbfeivfed tihat 
the tountry was Very rich iand ple&fimt, but 
without avenues ^r wiflks phitited *wrth tree^, 
as ih the ne^ghbouiiEood of Lubedk ind Hatrr* 
tiir^. Nightt cbmmg on we 'returned to pn> 
feffbr Ti*endenlenburg, ^here we ftfj^ed and 
fpent the evening. As I have now feeh aH tlM* 
is curious in Butzow, profeffor iEpinus pro- 
pofes going to Roftock, in order to be my 
Cicerone in that capital city of Mecklen- 
burg. There, Ke tells me, I fliall find many things 
worthy of my notice, and fliall be fupplied 

with 
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with any books or papers in jiis poflfeiSon, rc^ 
lating to the hiftoiy of this country.. Biit the 
principal place he wants me to fee is the vill^e 
ofDobberan, where ftands the oldeft church 
in this province^ which had been long the bury- 
ing-fdace of the ducal family. I thanked the 
profeffor for his civility, and clofed with fo 
kind an .offer. His lady goes with hin% and he 
will make fome ftay at Roftock, This.momiog 
I have taken my leave of all the learned profef- 
ibrs, to whom I cannot exprefs fufficient ac* 
k^owledgements for the great honour they 
have done me* The feafon is now far advan- 
ced, fo that to ftay here only to accept of en- 
tertainments, though with philofophlcal men, 
would not be altogether fo prudent. I intend 
to leave diis place to day about twelve o'dock, 
at noon, and expeft to W in Roftock by dulk» 
I ihall go in the poft-waggon, and profeffor 
JEpinus follows me in a day or two, being ob- 
liged to wait for fome papers fixttn Schwerin* 
I propofe to myfelf a good deal of pleafure in 
Roftock, with fo agreeable ^ companion. I am 
jnow going to breakfaft with him, fo that I have 
but juft time to affuye you, that I ihall ever 
continue to be 

Dear. Sir, yours, &c. 

LET- 
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1)eak Sir, 

IT was fome little . concern to me, to leave 
Butzow without my good friend the pro- 
feffoj:;yet I pleafed myfelf with the hopes of 
foon enjoying his company. Neither have I 
been difappointed, for he joined me accord- 
ing to promife ; and his kindnefs to me ever 
fince has furpafled my expeftation. 

I left Butzow the i5thinft*ant, at one o'clock, 
after tajs:ing a running dinner with the profef- 
for. AlLmy company was a Swedifh officer, 
going to Stralfund. The diftance from But- 
zow to Roflfock is about fixteen miles. The 
road is good all the way, and the whole coun- 
try a garden. By three o'clock we came to a 
little village called Graentze, where the poftil- 
lion flopped to r^frelhhis horfe?. The coun- 
try, as we advanced, rather improved to oui" 
view, and elpedally on the right, where we faw 
Vol. I. O it 
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rife in delightful eminences, with the ritef 
Warnow gliding through a fruitful valley. On 
the left lay the pleafant viil^igfT of Bockhoitz, 
By fix o'clock we reached the city of Roftock, 
where I fet up at the beft inn in the town, 
kept by tjie wi<Jow Scbonfeldt| whiph ha^ been 
recommended to me by profeflbr -ffipinus. 

Here I had not beea above half an hour, when 
an adventure happened, which will give you 
ibme idea of the good-nature of the people of 
Mecklenburg. I was fliewn into a room, c(>fiti- 
guous to another filled with company. [ They 
were over their bottle, and I could hear thej^ 
laugh and talk aloud like perfons that were jo- 
vial and merry. Pirefently one of the gentlemen 
came into niy tbcJm, to fpeak to the landlady, 
who, feeing me alpnCj^ had^ vpuchfafed to come 
and chat with m^. Hearing from Mrs. Schonfeldt, 
that I was a foreigner, juft arrived from Eq.- 
gland. he addreffed hinifelf to me in a mpft po- 
lite manner, welcoming me to Roftock* I w^ 
no lefs ftruck with the comelinefs of his per- 
ibn^ than with his engaging manner. We entered 
into converfation, and he alked nie ipy name. 
He feemed to be a good deal furprize<i upon 
hearing it, and after fome paufe, told me he had 
been infprmed by baron Dewif z of l^^ew S^rcr 
litz, that one of my name had written the hifr 
tory of Mecklenburg, in the Englifli language/ 
Finding that I was the very perfon^ he fell into 

a kind 
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a Hnd of rapture;^ thictK Growing i^ arms 
slbGuf: my neckv he arlncioft ftiSed me wklv hk 
emborsces. *• Andk te it ycm,*' faid hei <*^ my 
dear fir, Adt kare tdiep^liick immenfe paJct^ 
to^ xwrite the hiftory df bup coimtry ^ yoB: that 
have expofed yolirftlf tie^ the dagger of the 
feas, to do us the honoiwr of a vifit ? T hwe 
keaifd baipn Dewitii ttienlkHf^ youF name very 
Dftenr Vhst indkher lic^ iic^ t ever expeK^ed ta fke 
yoa£D.this |)xit o^tbe; wotid^ I eoxM bo& help 
bhifluH|g at iiis; complknents ; but, before I 
couldi Askak^idm ai reply, be Idw into the 6^ef 
roooii, and apprised the company ei tke whele 
aSijd£l;;u|ManLwhkh they all C2^m<t aiid^ecm^as 
tijtlated: afie 1^2011 my ariival in Roftock, I wad 
tibenr enirQaAqitainabd oae^ of thek pa^t^^^ and 
ispoamy thankiag the^ f€^ the h^fidur^, an 
^egasct £ipper was ordered; and we >%ent t&e 
evebidig in. a moft ag^eeabk^ tiftanoer. T^e nam^ 
o£ thev g^mdosiait v^6 &rft i^oke to^ nie £i 
Sdbix>der; he is b^rgomaftei^ of ]^@w B^^den* ^ 
l£ili^ aokl employied h^e as deploy oJ^^^batf 
city, at the committee of the ftates : he is adeut 
£p^y^|iv^y> aad agceeafibq^ial hii Mv^v^Mien^ 
ij^eakft y<ery good Freacl^itfnld fdems^ to^ tij^^ w%l^ 
ycrftd<i«Cpiriiik%iifin«&. He ?|ked fli©witeftfiM^ 
lbai4^.a^^i^mto4bercm|DeMid^^ n^Wi^ 

pf i»y la^dtiig^ m Germaiiy ; I told^hi* I tiflkH 
HQt^ Imt.th^ B intended to furprife hkn whdti) 
Lgpt ^ $trellt» The ^^ of the conrwHitio^ 
t1tt«^' H]^ tite afiairsiol En^and, and fordi 
O z Chatham, 
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Chatham, whom tfcey itdd in great veneration. 
The q^eeja^'s pregnancy* Was ilfb talked of ; arid 
I found 4;hat;ppb^c jM's^era aire putnipin 2UI the 
churches for hqf::S6^jffty^s -fefife dcUv^. At 
length it grew.Jjrt^ %o4 ^company withdrew, 
leaving nae .tp my ^n(?4iWioii3 0*^ the Anguk-^ 
rityrcrfthc^yentUFe.-; : \ ^ ; 

The^xt mor^dng a ge»ileman.C2dkd?upon 
nje^ tp-giye nienotlcp that he had «ceiTcAa 
letter ftosO.^Qfe^ iEpimiV with diteftiooy 
to Ihewfnje the tQ^jq.:' Jt f^einsithe proffc^r 
was willing that I Ihatld'not hei^, ami there^ 
fore Md, fupplicd: tM .v^ith arCiccnDae, who 
was a very feniibk toan^and ftiledhiinfelf fccre* 
taiy ito , jthe commifioa of ftDftock. This wa* 
fhG^ c^Ep^Sfxyn relative to the .dij|>ute betweeii 
^ ^^vil^fi^Sd^^^ magifirates of thatxity. Soon 
^ft^fn^^gP^^ft^ Schroder &nt ills fer^^ant to 
let a^e^l(ft)\y: ]^e .4^o]id4 be ^lad I wxmld dine 
^itii^Jiiflfi, %i]fdipe|Ri^t hitButo accompany me in* 
viewing:th^.gijy» Sfif much pdiitenefs was very 
fl^t^n^gyajftd I rcadilylclofcd with his yndl 
offer.;^ .,: ' ■, ^ :^z\:iot. - i ... .''' 
^ JKeftock is, the; largifi-and beft city in the^ 
^tchyr of M«eklefiburgpI?The founder of it was^ 
QQdeftaJcus, king of thej^ehodiind CWbotrites,^ 
murdered in 1066.. It rwas afterwards enljtt-- 
ged' liad, fortified; ^y Jffribiflaus Jtt in ii^o, 
out of the ruins of thefc abcient tewn^ of Kiffih, 
vhich ftood in this neighbourhood^ Some pre- 
t^qd it .^dh^ its jx'ime.from RtO/bci^or a red- 
1: /i:: ' ; - • pillar. 
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pillar, ivhete the fifliermen Uffed fonntfriy to 
affemMej othersi from tlie plenty of rofes in 
nhis neighboiirhood, Roftock, that is nfarum 
'*urb5 ; others will have the name to be of V^nedic 
^original, and to fignify either-a marfliy land, or 
a divifion of water; others, in fine, derive it 
from the Yenedic word Roftavltj which - implies 
.refiirre£lion, tecaufe it arofe out of the ruins of 
the aboveinentioned city of KiiEn. It is ihuate 
within a league of the Baltic, in a very wbole- 
jfome.air,.on the river Wamow, which is navi- 
gable to the very walls j but large ftiips come no 
.farther than Warnemunde, a little town^at the 
mouth of the river. Roftock is about three 
miles in circumference, and pretty well fortified, 
having a ftrong wall with a very deep ditch on 
the fouth fide ; and on the north, a wall with 
the river Warnow. But the misfortune is, they 
have no cannon, the PruiSans having carried oflF 
all their .artillery in thelaft wan Yet there is 
a ftrong garrifon of the duke's troops, com- 
manded by colonel Gluer, a very agreeable gen- 
tleman, whofe fon is alfo an officer in the duke 
of Strelitz's fervice, 

Roftock is divided into the old and new 
^own, which are feparated from . each other 
by a branch of the Warnow ; the former 
is low, and but indifferently built j the 
latter ftands upon higher ground, ancj is or- 
namented with handfome houfes. The ftreets 
are large and regular, efpecially in the New 
O 3 Town. 
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T6=jra. There arc fin: bridges in RoftMk^ 
Ktrith four lai^ge, and fcmrteeo Utkx gattq, the 
latter lookiBg towards the river. It haa three 
i^^ious market-placest with one hundred and 
^rty ftreets. The Middit Mttriet is z fine fquare 
fiirrounded with lofty buildings^ The town- 
houfe.is a modern ftrudure of beautiful at* 
chitedure^ and remarkable for fiervcn ipirci. 
Here their archives are kept, and here the ' 
&veral courts i of juftice are held. Some of 
4Jte apartments are handfome, and kept very 
neat. The dukes have a- palace in this city, 
where they have fometimes refided; but it is 
very ancient, and in fuch bad order, that it 
no longer deferves to be honoured with their 
prdTcnce. Adjoining to it is a play-hou£^, in 
which theatrical pieces were fonnerly repre- 
fented ; but at preient all fuch amufements are 
banifhed out of Mecklenburg. 

This city has four principal churches: St 
Mary's, St James's, St Peter's, and St. Ni- 
cholas's ; and five leflfer ones, thofe of the Holy 
Ghoft, St, Catharine, St John, St Michael, and 
the Holy Crofs. They are all of Gothic ftruAure^ 
and not at all remarkable either, for beauty 
or neatneft, I muft except St Mary's, which 
is a fiae Gothic pile in the form of a crofs, and 
fituate in the heart of the city. The aftrono- 
mlcal clock is fomewhat like that of St. Mary's 
%tLubeck, but at prcfcnt out of order. The 
marble altar is fumptuous and elegant ; there 

are 
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aft alife fome handfome nioti\iments, and a 
n^Sibir of curious iiifcH^tibtis. Amoiig the 
rektfkwii Latin inftHption H thfe cliutch-dobr 
pfti!dt«g out tRe yBr in A#Mcli k ^is Built. I 
know not whether you wiH call it zh aenigma,; 
or a connundrum ; but I believe you will look 
upon it as a ftf ong proof of motikiih bafbarouf- 
nefe, or of thb fantaftical taft^ 6f the times. 

Oitoferpentes caudam S mote iirdhdtiteSj 
.^i triplo fune jungunt tria babbata luna 
Frimo dando crucem. 



The triple cord fignifies M or rooo 

The three h6rfe-£h6es CCG or ' 300 

Th6 firft letter in the" 

1;^ord Cruceni^ ^ith a f- XC or 90 
df 6fs, mak^s 
56 the year of our] 
Lord ihuft have been < 



■} 

7 

^V MCGGXC or 1390 



In this church of St. Mary's are pf eferved the 
cn£raifs of the celebrated Grotius, who died at 
itstfotk ih 1645. I thought it veiy firigular 
tts^t in t city to femous for the' cultivation of 
IcfiiiAitig, hd moiiutnent had b6eri raifed, nor 
cVett an infcriptibn written ifi honour 6f one 
o'f the! greateft ornaments of literature, 1 told 
M* Sclrrotfer that this was a dif grace t5 the ma- 
gMJi*attes and' to the univdrfity ; the burgomaf- 
X)ti fihSed, and ahfwer6d mef that if I would 
O 4 write 
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write one, he believed he had intercft to 
get it engraved and fet up. I did not think 
him in carndft ; however, in honour of a wri- 
ter whom I fo greatly admire, I gave him the 
following lines : 

Hie Jit us eft totofamd notijjimus orbe^ 

GrotiuSy ingenio clams & eloquio : 
Exuvia illujires farva conduntur in urna^ 

Ingenii lumen condere nil patent. 

In the church of St. Nicholas, I faw a beauti- 
ful confeffional, which is faid to have coft 
three thoufand dollars. The pulpit in that 
fame church is decorated with a variety of 
carving and gilding. In St. Peter's church is 
a remarkable grotcfque pifture of the laft judg- 
ment, in which the devils are reprefented in 
the moft liideous forms, fpitting fire out of 
their mouths, and driving the damned fouls 
with pitchforks into the flames of hell. In or- 
jder to render tlie fcene ftill moi:e dreadful, 
fome ftupid enthufiaft has clapped horns on 
the heads of thofe enemies of mankind, and 
bored holes in their eyes, which he has filled 
up with glafs beads, to make them look more 
ghaftly. In fliort, the whole reprefentation is 
frightful and abominable beyond all defcrip- ^ 
tion. M. Schroder, who was in company, 
could not help obfetving that it was a moft 
f^andalous piece, and ought to be reinoved oyt. 

of 
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of the church, as a public nuifance. The church 
of the Holy Crofs took its name from a frag- 
ment of Chrift's crofs, which Margaret queen 
of Denmark is faid to have brought hither 
from Rome, upon her return in the year 
1270. She built this church, in confequence 
of a vow at fea, in a violent ftorm ; and Ihe 
founded a nunnery on the fame fpot, which 
is now a place of retirement for ladies of 
good families, who have a genteel fubfiftence, 
and live together in a kind of community, but 
without any vows or confinement. 

Roftock has purchafed fuch privileges of its 
dukes, that it has been often looked upon as a 
free imperial city. This is not, however, the 
cafe; for it dill acknowledges fubjedion to their 
ferene highnefles, and pays them the yearly 
tribute of fifty-five rix-doUars, befides fix hun- 
dred florins, in confideration of thf grant, of an 
excife. It has the right of coining money, and 
the privilege of being governed by the Jus Lu^ 
bicenfe^ or according to the laws of Lubeck. In 
the thirteenth century it entered into the Han- 
featic alliance, but was ftUl governed by its 
own lords, who were a branch of the houfe of 
Mecklenburg. This branch became extind in 
1374, upon the death of ^>Ticholas, furnamed 
Puer, who had put himfelf and his territories 
under the proteftion of Eric, king of Denmark* 
Towards the mid41e of the fourteenth century, 
it ihook off the Daniih yoke, which produced an 

obftinate 
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ofeftifiaW War ; but Henry the Lion ^ pniiidS of 
Mecklehburg, joinifig with the Dane^ the towri 
.tt^aS befieged, and obliged to* fubmit. Heni^ 
vris appointed governor; and both the town 
aiidlordihip 6( Roftock were afterwards' trinf- 
ftrred to him in fuJI fovereignty^ by Chriftoph^r 
king of Denmark. The citizens had frequent 
difpHtes with the dUkes, concerning their privi- 
leges, which difputes wete fometimes produc- 
tive! of hoftiiities on each fide, and compofed 
at length by fevefal treaties. They are now 
again at variance; but without hoftiiities, 
fhc duke having a ftrong garrifon in the 
1!6i^ni to. awe the inhabitants. The chief 
*6Ac 6f cotttentiori feems to be, tH6 fettling of 
^t pv6p<)tt\pn for t)aying the contributions ex- 
ited 6n thi^ country in the late war, by the 
Kiig of Ptu^a. The duke has nomiiiated ar 
tfomrblffion for inquiring into the circumftancesr 
df the citizens, and profeffor ^pinus is one of 
the commiffaries. The magiftrates have ap- 
^aled froM the ^ke to the Aulic counc^, 
trhich is very rtady to encourage fuch difputesf 
: Between the Oerinan princes and their fubjefts, 
te by ftich meatis the authority of thofe pritice^ 
Is weakefl^, and the power and influence of 
the imperial court are confiderably augmented. 
The duke, in refentment to the magiftrates, 
has erefted the univerfity of Butzow, which, 
as I mentioned to you before, does infinite 
prejudice to Roftock. 

The 
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Tko inhaWtiffts (rf this city^ land of the wlhole 
dtitdiy .6f Mecktenburg) are alihoft all Luthe- 
wA*, W&l veiy zedtoils in their perfuafion. The 
iaugiftrate& conSfe of three btirgomafters, on* 
l^lidit, feveateeh fenators or aldermen, one 
fir^thonatafy, and a fecretary : they are pof-^ 
feflfed of eivil antf triminal jurifdiftion. There 
is a confiftory^ or ijHritiial court hield at Roftock^ 
•compofed of th* twelve minifters of the town^ 
in conjun^on with the fuperintendant The 
committee of th^ftltes likewife holds its aflem- 
bly in this city ; it confifts of nine perfons, two .. 
provincial cottnfeUors, three deputies of the 
nobility, and four deputies of the t6wtts of 
Roftock, Parchim, Guftrow, and New Branden- 
burg. This afleifibly is confidered ai a cbllegc 
or reprefentative of the whole body of the no- 
bility and commons, and attends to the pre- 
fcrvation of their rights and privileges. 

Tlie univerfity of Roftock has been reckoned 
one of the beft in Germany, having produced 
joiany able profeffors in moft branches of learn- 
ing,, as Cfantzius, Chy trwis, Bocerus, Poffelius, 
Gafielius, &c. Many of the firft princes of the 
empire have thought it an honour t6 be feftorS 
.of this great academy, among whom they reck- 
on two of the houfe of Mecklenburg, two 
of the houfe of BrUnfwick, a dute of 
Courland, and a brother of Chriftian IV. king 
of Denmark. It was founded by the dukes 
of Mecklenburg, and the magifirates of the 
town in 1419 ; and endowed by pope Martin V, 

with 
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with fcverat privileges : thcfe were aftierwards 
confirmed by the emperor Ferdinand I. who fa- 
voured it with a new charter. Since that . time 
this feat of learning has greatly flouriihed; even 
amidft the inteftine broils and difturbances of 
the empire. In 156^, the dukes and th^ ma^ 
giftrates entered into an agreement to a^intaip 
twenty-four profeffors, fifteen appointed by 
the prince, and nine by the town; the dukes 
were to contribute towards their falaries, three 
thouiand florins, and the to^n five hundred. 
The. univerfity is governed by a fcnate, confift- 
ing of nine ducal profeflbrs, and nine nomina- 
ted by the magiftrates ; but fince the founda- 
tion of the academy of Butzow, things are fal- 
len into confufion ;the duke has withdrawn 
his falaries from this city, and the magiftrates 
continue to fupport their own profeffors This 
contention has been of infinitcprejudice to the 
*caufe of learning, and fcems to threaten the 
Tuin of this once flourifliing univerfity. But 
profeffor ^pinus has expectations that the af- 
fair will be accommodated, and the mufes, the 
Warniades Mufa^ once more reftored to the banks 
of the Warnow. 

The fituation of Roftock on a navigable river, 
and fo near tjie Baltic, procures it a flourifliing 
trade ; the chief articles cf which are the ex- 
portation of corn, and the importation of bran- 
dy and wine. About four miles from Rofl:ock, 
is the harbour of Warnemunde,. foxaUedfrom 

; ^ , ■ beiog 
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l)ei|ig at the. mouA of the river Warnow. It 
is a fmall but plcalant place, whcire the Swedes 
had formerly t a fort, v?^ich obliged every veflcl 
paffing diat way to pay-3t tolI*cif two rix^doHar* 
and ;» half. Tht dukes of Mecklenburg torn* 
pl^nedoof this faatdfhip, uUedging £hat the tolU 
^ghfc granted to Sweden by the treaty of Weft- 
phs^Uat was to be underftood only of the har-^ 
VciirK btelpnging to thofc towns, which were 
c<»kd. to that crown. The Swedes, however, 
tbout the yeao- 1 740, mortgaged the toll to the 
d^fcc of; Mecklenburg; but at prefent it dttes 
^ot.produce much more than fix thoui^and dol« 
lars a year, whereas in more flouiifliing times,* 
it uTcd ±0 -yield, an annual rcventtfe of weight 
thau£md.^ * ' '^^^ ' 

Roftock was fonn^frly celtfbrated for- good" 
beer; but this branch of trade is niuch upon 
the decline^ Beiides 'Menilh wines, they have 
plenty ^ of Ffeiich white wine, which when- 
kept to a proper age, is* a plea(anl liquon 
They have alfo a led French wine j but it is fo 
tart, tl^at they are obliged to fweeten it with 
fiigar* Iii this neighbotlrhood they have lately 
eftablifltediiia. giai[s <fiaanufadory, which be* 
fides.hdme confumption, is likewife an arti- 
dc , of jciq)ort The gentlemen here have no 
great- m^da* of cominerce; for thi$ very ma- 
nu£a&»yi. though fb beneficial to the jcoun- 
tryi is>Gcmdemned by M. Schroder, as occafion- 
iogntoctjgreat a confumption of wood There 

arc 
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arc feveral pleafeat w^k9 m the cttvirouHij^ cC 
p^daUy oa the brinks of the Warnaw;. The 
^ay befwe the towa ia rtvj beautifDl^ and 
^ow4e4 with fliippiag^ but ncne of taisgq 
bwtliia^, ](tis likewife agreeable waQdiig Ofi 
ih^ nmi?^r%s% from whence ^ 70a have> ai ' &14 
iriew of $h?„ country. The iriUaa or g^de^s^ 
thpil^ pQt fp numerom aa thde in the tnei^ 
l;iQ^rhop4 ^ Hamburg and I^ibeck, §&& »e 
vqry pretty ^ wd th« ^iivirons, ujBaa the wbotej 
aj:^: defispyi^^g q£ a faraTeHer^ curio^tyi They 
^ve ion^ gf^§d. vnm in, the: town ; that wheve i 
iQdge^ M?$^ Sj^honfcldtV is dean and^iieat^ 
axKl has ;^ £^e^ ordinary^ frequented by tha 
^fft cpmp^iy. i^ay^'iiaack:> acquaintance hen 
with a young officer, in theHanoyeiia& itm 
W?it qip(ta|ft Ke!|<»5il«f^ erf a ttohk^ ftnkUy 
if^ this. cQWli^^. ]^ m a «e»r lehtion^of the 
G0^l9*at<4 ip^QI ^ Gti^Wp^9^o wasigdXTW^ 
ifantetq ^^ mj^efty q£ ^i^esiA fisitaii^. an(d>dM} 
pfjnc^ Jwf fe**r^ fe»t . i^w^ ]?dBdes intirdy at 
Qufi^9iv^^. Tlif& qaptain'liteftaHa in thcul ^ity^ 
a^d is fees? ^9^9^ ^ vifit^ He is of a ywy gen* 
ted i^a^ 4^4 naJ^>: s doppid^ but hindibpie 
£k«, a^4 Iftir c«9ij^k»M^; he feemi to.hanre 
\PFf^ S%o4. P^^i l^% W0ch impvoved) thdofe 
I^ re^ifig) ij^afcsigoodl^rendi, bixtvithtDa 
xc^mih %^icjtis^h'f a^d upoa the wbok' i& zp^^ 
acf>di^l^4 gontkmuu He propof^ MCunn-^ 
ii^ t^9M)aoyr to Qnftiowi and ha^ nnds vt^ 
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ptognii?; fo p?y him * yiftt jft p^y way to Sfiri?* 

lit?. .-.;... , . - 

I waitc4 Ji^,]>u!t oi^ 4ay i^r profpffijf 
JEpifiJ^ ; hg f(^^e4.|n? :*cc9r<iing to p?owi|6?, 
?»^gW6 m T?(d<^? 9i^^ m^A ^y ^n imif^ 
timi 19 4we yrith timt I i??ye cv^r fince beeg 
conftiMJtiy ift^.P<?nipaHy. lie ^ intimat?|f »£^ 
<Bj^n!te4 witl^ burgonj^% §cl^rp<il«p, £? (^»t 
^l^ev often 4ii^^ witl^ u^ ?kg4 i% pf pipft. ^f 
o«r p?jrtie?, T% 4«J aftfr.M? Rrriv;^| yfe Yfm^ 
^ ^ die pirt>|if m?rari^. J}^^ ^rft t» that <?! 
§1. llify^iTRl^ch, belQ^ig& tp t|\e ?lfrgy, »b4 W 
YjBry ^g^l^e4j but chiefly with book? qf din 
vinity, TJ^en^e we proceeded to the Kbrary p| 
§1^. Jgho.'-?, which they call the BikHotb^fut 4^ 
Ifi mlfleffk^ ^1)4 Ipialpngs to tjiefta^e^ pf t^e grq, 
yijuf?. Th^ ^ibfa^iaa is » yeify pqlite gpfl0§-, 
|i^a5,.]il, %fh, ^ Saa^oj^ by ^S^x whp is ;4g| 
^«(i L<m^ Cffifi^^i or fegy^^jy tp t^ ffe%^^ 
This^ ft vcTy l^ge cpllei92ip^,cp|iifti^ eWfAjs 
4f bpplff pf law %nd hiftpry 5 ? g«s*<; OVflftfcPr of 
^e ^f |jer arc ^pi^^-aing the a|Pajrs of Sweden* 
tog. a. p^eff nt fyas^ ap p^c^ of that wytiftjfc, 
l^, Kpch fittende4 us £rpin theace to the 1}^%^ 
^ pjf the tpwn-houfe, v^rhere the archives ayft 
P^efei^c^ ^n4 of which he is alfo libra$ia,m^ 
Here is * -wry hxgp coUe^Uon pf printed bpp^ 
an4. MSS jjelati^g to the hiftory of Mecli^etvt 
burgt aa4 particvdarly to the diTputes between 
p;^ ^vk^ And ^e ^pbiHty qf th? proxince-. ^f^ 
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flicwed us the original convention of the ftates 
in 1525, and the archives and records, which 
are kept in very good order. There we ftaid 
till it was dufk, when we went to fpend the 
evening by invitation with l)r. EfchenbaCh, 
the chief phyfician of - Roftock, and brother-in-* 
law of profeffor ^pinus. The company was 
vefy numerous, moft of them relatiotis, and 
th&prihci{)al people of the town^ amoilg whom* 
l^ere colonel Gliier, the commandant, and fe- 
natop Hop. I fhall not enter into the particulars 
feiFour entertainnientjfuffice it to tell you, that' 
it was as fumptuous as that of Dr. Trejylcnlen- 
burgi at Lubeck; and attended with much the 
fame ceremonies. The phyficians in diis coun- 
try,: fcem to have entered into a combination 
to deftroy rather than pjreferve the health of 
their friends and acquaintance^ for there is 
more'excefs and extravagance at their enter- 
tainments, than even at thofe of the nobility ; 
and the confequence of fuch excefs cannot be 
any* other than the propagation of all forts of 
d^afes. The doftor, however, is a good-na- 
tufed gentleman, and well known in the repub- 
Kc of letters. He has made me a prefent of 
foftie of his lucubrations ; among the reft, Ob* 
Jervata quadam anafomico'chirugico-medica rartorUf 
Roftochiiy 1753, one volume in quarto. Ncwa 
fathologKZ delineation -R<J/?<?^^/V,i 755, one volume 
in o£lavo» And a treatife on midwifery, in the 
feerman tongue, printed- at Roftock in l^6s. 

He 
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He does not think I fhall read a treatife on 
midwifery, but is defirous I fhould fliew it 
to fome of my medical friends, at my return to 
England. 

Early the ne*t morning the profeflbr called 
upon me to go with him to the univerfity-li- 
brary at St. James's, which he had referved by 
way of bonne houche^ being the principal library 
of the town. It is indeed a very large coUecr 
lion, and kept in excellent order. Here wc 
were entertained with feveral curiofities ; 
among the reft, with a book of pfalms in the 
Malabar language, and Thomas a Kempis in the 
fame, on palm leaves. They fliewed us like- 
wife a beautiful copy of the famous Herbarium 
Eichjiatenfey finely bound and gilt ; it was prefent* 
ed to the univerfity by Philip IL duke of Po- 
merania, who wrote the following lines within- 
fide: FhUipptcSy dux Pomeranorum^ herbarium hunc 
infui memoriam contuHt academia Roftochianay men* 
fe Septemb. anno 1615. The book is carefully 
preferved in a wooden cafe. Another curiofity 
is a German treatife on chefs, WTitten by 
"Auguftus, duke of Brunfwick, under the 
name of Guftavus Selcnus, and printed at Leip- 
fick in 1 6 16; it was prefented to the univerfity qf 
Roftock by that prince, who fignified his inten- 
tion by the following lines : TraSlatum bunc de 
ludo latronum & numerorum^ benevoientia & memoria 
ergOy author unhsrfttati RoJIochian^ dono mittit 

Vol. I. P 3. /M- 
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^.Jugufii 1617. mpfria. They have alfo Ino* 
thcr prefent of a book of religious poems by 
Ills Ion duke Ferdinand Albiert, printed at 
Bevern in 1(^77, with thefe lines in his oXiai 
Kand- writing, but in the German tongue: 
Wty Ferdinand Alberty duke ofBrunfwick and Lufien- 
ifurj^ nmke in frefent of this compofttion td the cehhrd- 
ted umverjity ef Rojhcky for the ufe of its library ; in 
4l)e forty-third year of our age. Given at our reftdence 
'4f BroerHj the ^th of May^ 1679. The lateft 
.princely performance is a book of religious 
poems, written by Guftavus Adolphus, duke olF 
-Mecklenburg Guftrow, and prefcnted to 'the 
uniyerfity by his widow, the dutchefs Mag- 
dalena Sibylla, in 1 7 10. After we had feen eve- 
ry thing moft worthy of notice, we adjourned 
to prctfdfor uSEpinus's M. Schroder was of the 
•f ompany ; the converfation after dinner turned 
upon literature, and every thing was conduced 
with politenefs and eafe. We were invited to 
fpend the afternoon at M. Hop's, a gentleman 
who lives in the great market-place, and is 
brother to the burgom^fter of that name. His 
intention was to fliew us his cabinet of curiofi- 
ties, reckoned one of the beft in the dut- 
chy of Mecklenburg. We accepted the inyi- 
tation, and were received with the utmoft 
.poiiteftefs. This, colleftion feems to have 
employed M. *Hop's whole life; almoft every 
room in -his houfe is full of feme kind of rari- 
I ties^ 
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ties^ as prints^ fionei, gerns^ mineralsji &c which, 
would take a vahime to dcfcribe. Yet aftet 
all his labour and paiii% he would be willing ta 
^ di^pofc of this treafurej and profeffor jEpiilus 
defired me to hint this circundibmce to th^ duke 
of Mecklenburg Schwerin, if ever an opportu- 
nity fhould ofier. This brought to rtiy miiid 
the tbought <^ Rou£kau^ who compares a ma& 
tired of his ptrfuits^ to a child gathering (heUs 
on the fcSa-fliore. He firft begins to fill his pock- 
ets without choice J tempted by the fight of 
others more beautiful, he throws the former 
away, then goes on ta^ng and rqeding^ till 
fatigued and confounded, he concludes with 
flinging them aU away, and returns home with 
empty pockets. We took leave of M. Hop by 
duft:, and fpcnt a very agreeaUe evening at M* 
.£pinu^'s« 

The next day the profeffor engaged me to 
go with him to M. Nicman^s, the town«clerk» 
who had invited us to fee his coUedion of 
medab,^ which is reckoned the beii; of any ia 
Roftock, and is faid to have cc^ him up^ 
W!»rds of four thou&ind crowns. It confifbf 
chiefly of the coins of Mecklenburg, from the 
«jrKeft times. We employed the whole mom-^ 
ing in viewing it, and thought onr time moffc 
agreeably fpent On a misdal ikrxkk by Joha 
Albert, duke of Mecklenburg, at the time of 
the Thirty Years war, we faw a legend, which» 
lizzies even M. Nieman himfelf : it is this. 
Pa , ' Fortung 
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Fortune in fortune fort une. The company gave 
different explications, but they all feemed to me 
unfatisfa6tory. We went home to dinner (I 
call the profeffor's houfe my home) where we 
were again joined by burgomafrer Schroder, 
and the converfation turned a good deal on the 
article of medals. I find that the jprofeffor is 
well {killed in the coins of Mecklenburg, and 
has made a pretty coUeftion, He has writ- 
ten a treatife on coins, with which he in* 
tends to favour the public. He is likewife 
poffeffed of a great number of infignia or 
feals, and coats of arms, and has printed a trea- 
tife on that fubjeft with the following title : 
De varus terrarum Mecklenburgicarum^ quibus Jigilla 
ducalia eMplicuntur^fatisy oratiofolennis in die natali 
fer. due. Car. Leopol. 6. kal Dec. 1748, ex cathedra 
acad. diSla. From medals, the difcourfe ihfen- 
fibly changed to other topics, and we fell at 
length upon the controverfy between the duke 
and the city of Roftock. The profeffor, I find, 
fe a ftrenuous ftickler for the caiife of his prince, 
apprehending him to have jultice on his fide. 
In fliort, he looks upon the Roftockers as perti- 
nabkms republicans, who refufe to acknowledge 
the legal prerogative of their fovcreign. How zea- 
lous he is on the fide of prerogative, you may 
judge from his having compofed a. folio volume 
in- its defence, againft the claims and pretenfions 
of the magiftrates of this city. He has been fo 
, kind 
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kind as to make me a prefent of this and fcveral 
other performances, which he judges neceflary 
or ufeful to my hiftory. Among other curious 
pieces in his poffeffion, I was vaftly pleafed with 
the fight of a very fcarce Latin poem, relating 
to the affairs of Mecklenburg, with the follow- 
ing title : 

C. Era/ml Mtchaelli Lati Margareticorum^ hoc ejl^ 
de confli6lu GothicOy in quq Margarita Danorum regi- 
na aufpiciisy Albertus Megapolenfts^ Suecia rexj captus 
regnoque exutus eji^ Uhri decern : dd ferenijftmam at que 
illuflrijfimam Anglia^ Francia & Hiberniay virginem 
reginam. Francofurti 1573, in quarto. 

Thus we fpent the hours till fupper, in ex- 
amining into different authors, and conver- 
fing on fubjefts of ufeful literature. Even at 
dinner the profeffor would lole no time, but 
had a number* of volumes at hand, which he 
confulted in the midft of his repaft. His man- 
ner of entertaining is genteel, and not extrava- 
gant ; his table is well ferved, and ftlrnifhed 
with good wines ; yet there is no encourage- 
ment to excefs ; and he fays of himfelf, what 
was faid of Plato, That they who fup with iEpi- 
nus never complain the next morning. He isr 
a great admirer of Plutarch's Sympofiacs, and 
therefore loves chearful converfation at meals, 
but efpecially on fuch fubjefts as convey iriftnic* 
P 3 tion. 
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tion. Sometimes phUofopby^ fomctime^ hif* 
tory and politics, and ibipctiroes th< claiScs, 
or other braaches of literature, gfp bro^ht oa 
the carpet ; he appears ready at them all, and 
is really one of the moft univerfrf fch^lars I ever 
met with. I only pity poor Mrs. ^pinus, 
who has very little fhare in the converfation. 
Out of complaifance to the lady, I endeavour 
fometimes to toiich on lighter topics. Yet flie 
does not feem willing to eijcourage me, but 
fliews herfelf rather fond of hearing the profef- 
for's learned difcourfe. In fliort, the German 
women make the beft wives in the world, for 
they feem to have no other tafte or inclination 
but to pleafe their hufbands. After fupper M. 
w^pinus propofed going the fiext 4ay to Dob- 
beran, telling me, that unlcfe I faw that place, 
I fliould mifs feeing the glory of Mecklenburg. 
I did not want fpurting; M. Schroder, offered to 
he of the party; and we both agreed to wait up* 
on the profeffor the next morning. I flatter my- 
ielf with the hope of a great deal of amufement, 
but am not too fanguine, for I have been often 
difappointed, when my expedations luve 
run higheft. I ihafl acquaint yon with the 
particulars ^ my return, and in the mean ti^le 
Kmain, 

De*r 5ir, yours, &c. 

.LET. 
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Roficck, Septemler 20, i'j66. 

De AR Sir, 

YESTERDAY morning burgomaftcr Schro- 
der and I breakfaftcd with profeffor 
aCpinus, and at eight o'clock the coach was at 
the door, to carry us to Dobberan. The great- 
eft part of the road is very good, through a 
country extremely well cultivated. On the left 
we faw feveral eminences crowned with verdure> 
xnd covered with herds and flocks ; on the right 
the gentle Warnow rolling its filver ftream, to 
pay its ufual tribute to tjie ocean. The weather 
was extremely fine, a blue ferene fky overfpread 
the horizon, and jocund day fat gaily drefled 
en the mountain-tops. The profeflbr now pul- 
led out his tinder-box, and ftruck a light, in- 
tending to fmoke a pipe in the coach, accord* 
ing to the cuftom of this country. It is ufual 
to fee even gentlemen on hdrfeback enjoying 
their pipes, and their fcrvants behind them, in- 
dulging themfelves in the fame amufement At 
P 4 ilinc 
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nine we paffed through a pretty hamlet called 
Parcheittin, about half way ; and by ten ar- 
rived at Dobberan. The village lies low, ami.dft 
gentle eminences, except towards the fea-fide. 
It confifts chiefly of a pleafant green, furround- 
ed with decent cottages. On the left fide 
of the green ftands a public-houfe, kept by a 
Dutchman, who has been long fettled in this 
country. The profeffor ordered the coach to 
drive to this houfe, which we found very neat; 
as foon as we had drunk coffee, the fexton, who 
is a fchoolmaftcr and antiquarian, was fent for 
to Ihew us the church. The fexton came, and 
we followed our guide. 

Dobberan is a village of the dutcby of Meck- 
lenburg, fituated two miles from the Baltid; 
an4 nine from lloftock. During the times of 
Pagan fuperftition, the Venedi wQrflxippcd 
their idols here in a grove ; but Pribiflaus IL 
the laft king of the Venedi, having embraced 
the chriflian religion, fupprefled the idolatrous 
rites, and ereAed a chapel on the fame fpot, in 
the year 1168. Here alfo he founded a Cifter* 
cian monaftery, in 1 170 ; and endowed it with 
a handfome revenue. The year of this foun* 
dation is expreffed by the following infcriptioa 
in monkiih verfes : 

Annus miilems^ centenus feptuagenus 
£t primus colitur^ cum Dobberan ftruitur^ 

The 
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The monaftcry and chapel were deftroyed after 
' that prince's deceafe, by the idolaters; but his 
fon Henry Burevinus I. rebuilt the monafterf 
in 1 186, with greater magnificence. Several of 
his. ijicceffors made farther grants of privi- 
leges and lands to this houfe. The prefent 
church was finiflied in the reign of Senry Su- 
re viniis III. and confecrated by Brunward, 
bifliop of Schwerin, in the year 1232. In pro* 
cefs of time the monaftery becoming immenfe- 
ly opulent, the church was decorated beyond 
any other in Mecklenburg, with ftatues, paint- 
ings, and fepulchral infcriptions. It was long 
the burying.place of the princes of the houfe of 
Mecklenburg ; many of whofe monuments arc 
ftill preferved. At the Reformation the abbey 
was diffolved, and the monaftery changed into 
a hupting-feat for their ferene highneffes, who 
applied a part of the produce of its lands to- 
wards paying the falaries of the profejffors of 
the univerfity of Roftock. 

The chprch is a venerable Gothic pile^ 
ninety-fix feet in height, two hundred and 
twenty in length, and one hundred in breadth. 
It is airy and lightfome fo as to be reckoned 
a beautiful piece of antient architcdure; but 
contains very few modern embelliflimepts. 
The high altar is juft as it flood in the -popifh 
times, crowded with grotefque figures in wood. 
The antiquities prefefved in this place are nu- 

roerous j 
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ftterous; and as they mofily f elate to the £t^ 
tent family, I propofe giving you fomc ac- 
count of them* I ihall divide them into paint* 
inga, ftatues, fpitapbs, infcriptions, and re* 
licks. ^ 

PAINTINGS. 

They confift chiefly of portraits 2^t full 
length, and foipe from the life, reprefent- 
ing the princes of the ferene family, from 
the ye*r 1159. Many of them having been 
p^eatly injured by time, vsrere repaired by 
order of the laft duke of Mecklenburg. The 
habits of fome of the mod ancient princes are 
oictremely curious. Thefe paintings are ranged 
in (he following order : 

I, Nicolotus rex Obotritorum, 1159, 

f. Pribiflaus, filius regis Nicoloti, obiit 11 79. 

J, Joh» duke of Stargard, died in 1370. 

4. Frince Albert died in 1 '379. On the right 
hand are thefe words: 

Miferemini meif miferemtnt meiy 
V OS fait em amici mei . 

5. Henry the Corpulent, died in 1477. His 
confort Dorothea, of the hOufe of Brandenburg. 

6. Albert, king of Sweden, and duke of 
Mec}d$nburg, died in 1 394, and lies interred at 
Gadebufch. 

7. Albert's firft wife Richardis* At her feet 
lies her dog named Uryfris. ^ 

8. Al- 
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8. Albert's (on ; died in 1473. 

p. Sophit, duke UJrick's daughten This 
j)rincefe was mairied the aoth of July, i57t, to 
Fredciick king of Denmark* 

10. Ulric* In this prince'^ reign, this church 
was repaired in the year IS7^ i the duke died 
in 1605. 

11. Charles died unmarried in i^ij, 

i^. Anna, of PQiuerania^ contprt of ^ke 
Ukic. 

13. Albert the Fair died January jo, 1547: 
he was buried under the altar, where th^fc 
words are written : 

E multii domibus b^c unafola domus. 

14. Anne, his confort departed this life the 
.19th of January, 1567 ; and was interred in the 
cathedral of Schwerin. 

15. John Albert the Firftj died in i57<J. 

i(i. Anna Sophia, his confort, marchionefs of J 
Brandenburg. ' ' 

1 7. John, fon of Henry the Corpulent, died 
of the plague at Culmbach in Franconia. 

1 8* John, brother of duke Henry the Corpu- 
lent. 

19. Magnus departed this life in 1503* 

20. Bakhafar, fon of duke Magnus. 

2 1. Eric, another fon of the fame. 

22. Margaret, queen of Denmark, Norway, 
and Sweden ; flie chofe to be interred here in a 
WQO^ep coffin. 

24. Duke 
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24. DukeAdolph Frederic died In 1658. 

25. His confort Anna Maria, of Eaft-Frife- 
land, departed this life the 5di of February, 
1^34 ; and lies buried here, aged thirty-two 
years, feven months, and eleven days. 

25. Chriftian Lewis. 

» 

Befides the above portraits, there arc two 
grotefque paintings in this church, which it is 
impoflible to view without laughing. The firft 
is the monk and the devil. The monk is ihuti 
up in the church with a woman, whom he. en- 
deavours to conceal under his cloak. The de- 
vil fees him, and cries out in Latin : ^id facts 
bic f rater f quid agis ? vade mecum. What doft 
thou here, brother ? what art thou about ? come 
along with tne. The monk makes anfwer. Nil 
in me reperies tnaliy cruenta beftia. Thou flialt 
find nothing amife in me, favage monfter. 

The other is the grinding of God's word. 
Over an ancient altar, the word of God is 
poured into a mill by the four evangelifts; 
the twelve apoftles work the mill, and the 
divine word is reprefented as ground to a pow- 
der, which bifhops, ftanding under it, receive 
into their chalices. The evangelifts, apoftles, 
and bifhops, are fo fhockingly drawn, that I 
queftion whether Europe affords fuch another 
piece of religious buffoonery. 

S T A- 
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STATUES- 

I, Duke Adolph Frederick, tho prefent duke's 
great grandfather. 

2. His confort, Anna Maria; a very fine 
piece of fculpturd. 

3. Duke. Albert, king of Sweden. , 

4. His confort. 

5. Duke Magnus. 

6. Duke Balthafar. 
7- Duke Eric 

8. Margaret queen of Denmark. 

9. Baron Bahr, grand marflial of the court, 
cm horfe-back. 

The above ftatues are done from the life, and 
fcveral of them may be deemed excellent per- 
formances* Marfhal Bahr's efEgies had once a 
filyer faddle, with a truncheon, ftirrups, and 
horfe's fhoes of the fame metal; but, in the 
Thirty Years war, the foldiers made free with 
thefilver. 

Behind the high altar they Ihewed me ano- 
ther ftatue of a very curious kind, viz. An idol 
creeled on a little altar, and called Vitzliputzli^ 
which they pretend to have been worflupped 
in the times of paganifm as the God of rain. 

EPITAPHS. 

The epitaphs are numerous ; I fliall give you 
only the moft remarkable ; fome in Latin, and 
others tranflated from the German. 
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L Efitafhium Pribt/lai^ primi fundaforis bujus 
monajleriiy quifuitJiHus Nicoloti^ Vagnorum, Circifa* 
mmmf Potahorum^ Obotritcrufn^ tu^mnm Yandalih 
mmque regis iUuJlrlJJtmh 

Primus ego pa trios ab Emits liqui penatts^ 

Atque PtibiJUus ctedidi primus igp. 
Tejlantur patrium gentilia pratia rtgum^ 

S^fuerit quondam gloria noflra pot4ns. 
Hanc tandem ut domuit Sanomm dutc Ltoprtis^ 

Hunc tibi mpx placidum Chrijh di^OtH kcum^ 
Irrupitfavofeptis t^ Sarmata bello^ 

^mvd quot caji prifia ruina docet, 
Dehinc Solymas adii^ rediens duntTroica lufi 

Urbecadens J una trijliafata tuli. 
Oblitos fed ibi cineres religio grata 

Noluit^ & jujits condidit ilia locis. 
Pelices femperft jura tueri nepotes 

Prifca hcijludeant^ &pia captajuvent. 

VL. Epitaphitim dncis Henrici Leonid*. 

Anno 1 329, ipfo die beata Agneta virginis^ in op^ 
fido Sternberg^ obiit princeps dominus HenricuSj cogno^ 
mine Leo^ dux Megapolenjis^ nee non Stargardia ac 
]^J}ochienJis terrarum dominus^ in hoc monajlerio Dobe^ 
^ranenjifepultus. tUc ajjignavit eidem monafterio in 
extremis fuis Jibulam auream Dalintem 30a marcas 
argenti. Itemfc^phum aureum babtntem 5 mar^as in 
fondere. Item^ Dextrarium^ valentem 100 marcas 
urgmti. Ejus anima cum animabus Progenitorum 

Juorum 
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Jkorum^ ac^ mnmAjMum defunSl^funi fer Dei fiam 
mi/hnardidm^re^iejih inpace, 

Aim mtkni^ triantttuqu^ incifio^ 
. Muk numrv pkmjm^o farki^qus fmen^ 
i%o rexcaleftis ift nutus tMfw^ muftis 
Eft cujus gtJHs ferit erbis morbidufiftU^ 
: AjM hudandmjuHt Fc^^fimf^ mnand^^ 
HtfL Stargartbf^ dminuy fmfif Magn^knfa 
Ac Rsjhchhnftl^ quern minqtuim tmruU 
iBcjiuxt fntmitm hk corpori vifijlcatus^ 
Sed Cimfto grmtui tiv^itjinefike beatiu. . 
%i Ifgis hac^rmi quodChrifius in iucfius bom 
Offmia pejdrajua la^t ei^ne mora^ 
Dunfptejibi roremfrafiMi nobUtonTtif 
Suo largitorem terHat wt€^e datorenk 

Anno milUno tricen vidmque no^m^ 
Nattu nt iUe efi quern fradixere Sibylhe 
Di^la die magw proh / HncfloMgitur Agfue 
Mecklenburg prinoeps quern triftis obiijje d^let pkbs^ 
Huic genitrix Chrifti fuccurrat in nece tri/H^ 
D^manis ariietur fed jujiis cer^ratulatur.- 

III. Duke Albert, a juft prince, departed thig 
life in 1 368. He governed Schwerin, Roftock, 
and Stargard, and was a great benefaAor to 
this monaftery. By his death the public haft 
loft a Maqhabeus, who had Ihc qualities of the 
ej^le ^ndthe lion, the ftrength of Sampfon, the 
beauty of Fans. He died in his doth year. 

4. Duke 
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IV. Duke Hcnrjr, the fon of Albert. Hega* 
vcmcd this land 'vsrith gr^tat wifdom, in con- 
jtin^on with his brother Magnus. He applied 
himfelf clofe to ftudy; but his philofophy was 
to adminifter juiBce^ by which means the mer- 
chant could travel ia. iafety. He departed 
this life in 1400. 

V. Duke Magnus, fon of Henry the Corpulent. 
He was great indeed^ and efteemed as fiicb by 
kin^ and princes. Twice did he pay a vifit to 
the papal court, and once he performed a pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land. The emperor adorn- 
cd his coat of arms with a rofe. He raifed the 
church of St. Jameses in Rofiock, to the dignity 
of a cathedral ; expelled the^ Jews from Stern- 
berg ; and died of the peftilence. 

VI. Urfula, of the eleftoral houfe of Branden* 
burg, wife of Henry the Pacific, departed this 
life in 1 5 1 1 . She was mother of three children. 

VIL Eric^ fon of duke Magnus, was made a 
bifbop before the canonical time, on account 
of his erudition. He travelled into Italy j and 
died at Schwerin in 1 505, December the a^th^ 

VIII. Magnus Ill.bifliop of Schwerin, departed 
this life in 1550, the 28th of January, at But- 
zow. He was a very learned man, profoundly 
verfed in the Latin tongue, and of acute judg- 
ment. 

IX. Elizabeth, a Danifh princefs. This monu- 
ment was ereded to her memory by her huf- 
band, the abovfementioned bilhop. 

X. Deo 
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10. Deo ^ptifHomaxtmo. Ulric, by the grace of 
God, duke<!)f Mecklenburg, and his wife Eliza- 
beth, of the royal famiiy of Denmark, have 
crefted this monument in memory of their an- 
ceftors, in 1583. - 

Then follows a long co^y of Gerniah verfes, 
mentioning the princes iti fucceffion, who lie 
buriisd in th€ church. ? 

ii. On haroa Baar's ftiojiument. VI xi ut mo" 
rerer^ mortuus fum ut vivtrini ^atriam avirfiitur^ 
cut peregrimUh dulds eft. Diks mortis vitag}(^iii)/ijft^ 
nuB natalis gft. Qrtu cadunt^.' Virtus mori nefiit. 

12, Buttl^^aoft curiogsjof' all the epitaphs, 
is the following upon ji ^rfon named' I*eter 
Wiefe. It is par,tly German and partly Latin, 
in ftarizak nof fix veBfiwr'; Tthfe firft of which 
rhimes tD.>tlK .fburtJi,. the fecohd to the fifth; 
and the third to the fixth. This being the moft 
extraordinary kind of -verfffication I ever few, 
may be ngt lihwortliy of your notice. I fliall 
give you thp German Bn^s With the L^tin, to 
Ihew you the nature of the Aime. 

Hier Peter Wiefe fy. ^. , / 

£ Liegt m cener holten kifte. 

\Cceleftem quique le^ifiai 
Gottgeey Wpyfe|,„ hemLTjedei jurifte, 
Bidde vor ^^c^Precibus brevibus gmitorem, 
feele. X Mit korten bede den heren. 

Vor daget veele -irki-u „ • , 

^ JJat he em \fv3\ ewig ehren. 

Vo^I- Ct Een 
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Eccn frund am licfc ^^ % -r i. • r • 

I Der unfcm lis hic gcwcfen 

^ , ^ , . iBewiefet tempore mortis. 

Dat bcfft he neve Syr / j t. r 

( In uenem todc bewcfcn. 

{Dulias tres perpetuates. 
Dree decnfte de nig to 
geringe. . 
, f Res dedit attjpiefpeciales^ 
Daunsan &^og^^\oek^^tft^Undcvd\ngt. 
Dr'um fchtU ocktIsnoftra/tAprevevere. 
blicfen. (Hr. Peter in imfer bedc 

^- . t David in /olhrefidere^ 
ynwJtemfchne.|T,^ wahnen by David in 

^* L eener ftede. 

12, We ihadl condode with the following 
epitaph on one Pott, whkh is ibmewhat whim* 
fical : 

Here lies Ahleke. Pott ; • 

Have pity on me, O Lord Go^ 

As I would have pity on the^ 

Wei:t thou Ahleke Pott^ 

And I Lord God. 

INSCRIPTION S, 

The infcriptions arc very numerous^ but few 
curious; fo that I did not think it worth while 
to tranfcribe any more than the following r 

I. Upon a table, 

2 Larga 
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targa Dei ft'etas veniumnoh dimidiabtt^ 
Aut nihil J out totum^te tachrymantej dabiU 

2. Under a crucifix* 

EffigietA Chrifti qui tranfis femfer htmora^ 
Non equidem ej^giem fed quern dejignat adorai 

3. Upon the great bell* 

Mn ego campana nunquarh dctaincio vana^ 
Lauds Dium n)erum^plevem voco^ convoco ckrum 
In the year 1301^ 

4. tifnder tie organ are tlie following elegant 
lines : 

liinc venti dociles refoHoJe carcerefoltmnt^ 
Et caritum accept a pro liber i ate rependunt. 

R E 1 t C K Si. 

in the qhurch of Dobberan are ftill prefefved 
many of thofe leUcs fo much refpeded in pd- 
piflx times. They are ihewn libw as a curiofi* 
ty, and a mark of the ignorance and fuper- 
jlition of former ages. The Jifi of them is a9 
follows i 

1* A fmall quantity of flax, which the virgin 
Mary had for fpinning. 

2. A bundle of hay, which the Three wife 
men of the Eaft tad for their cattle, and left 
behind them at Bethlem. 
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3. A bone of Ignatjus Loyola, the founder of 
the Jefuits. 

4. A piece of poor Lazarus*s garment. 

5. A bone of St. Chriftophc;r, and the firft 
joint of his thumb. 

6. Theflxouldcr-blade of the (aid St. Chrifto- 
pher. 

7. A piece of linen, which the virgin Mary 
wove with her own hands. 

8. A piece of the head belonging to the filh 
mentioned in Tobiah^ • 

9. The napkin which the bridegroom made 
ufe of at the marriage of Cana in Galilee. 

10. Som^ bones of Mrs. Adams, grandmo- 
ther of an abbot of Dobberan. 

1 1. A piece of Jofeph's mantle, which he left 
in the hands of Podphar^s wife, when Ihe 
tempted him to lie with her. 

12. A hair of St., Jerom'a njijift^choes. 

13. Part of Judas^s bowelsj^ which gufhcd put 
as he burft afundex. 

14. The fciffars with which Dalilah cut off 
Sampfon's hair. 

15. A piece of the apron which the butcher 
wore, when he killed the ealf tipon the return 
of the prodigal fon. 

16. A fragment of Chrift^s winding-lheet. 

17. One of the five fmooth ftones which 
David put into his bag, when he went to en- 
counter the giant Goliath, 

18. A branch of the tree on which Abfalom 
hung by the hair. 
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19. The ftone with which Zipporah circum- 
cifed her child on the road. . 

20. A night-cap of thev virgin Miary; with 
fome of the boners of the Holy Innotenti, 
flauglitered by Herod. 

•21. A night-cap of the infant Jefus. 
a 2. The head of St. Thomas the apbftTe. 
2 3* The head ^ of St. Paul. 

24. The head of St. Peter. 

25. A piece of St. Peter's fifhing-net, 

This is the whole coUeOiion, which they prc- 
fcrve with as much care as if it contained a moft 
valuable treafure. The profeffor told nie that 
one of the principal relicks had been ftolen in 
the laft century ; and it was no lefs than a quill 
of the angel Gabriel's wing. 

After we had fully indulged ourfelves with a 
fight of thefe curiofities, we returned to our 
inn, where the landlord had got us a pretty 
good dinner;, but we drank our own wine, 
which the profeffor had the precaution to take 
with him, and was far preferable to that of the 
houfe : every thing, however, was dean and 
neat in the Dutch manner. Dinner being over, 
I imagined we had nothing more to do but to 
return to Roftock. I was miftakcn •, the pro- 
feffor told me he muft fliew me one of the 
greateft curiofities in Europe, at a place two 
miles diftarit from thence, an4 known by the 
aanai of Heiligendam. While th? coach was 

9. 3 S^t- 
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gjBtting ready^ we walked a little way to fed 
p[ row of cottagesj^ where a linpn mnufai^ory 
lja5 beea lately erefted, T\it cottages were fo 
neat, tl^e country fp pleafaijt, and the yiew of 
Bobberan church fo ftriking, that I own I was; 
captivated with the beauty pf the landfcap? ; 
and fhould willingly have chofe this place for a 
irctreat the remainder of my days^ Siit m^a/e^f^s 
pinamfeneila. 

May Dobb'ran to my lateft hours 
Afford a kind and cadm retreat : 
There may my labours end, my wandering 

ceafe, 
Tl^cre all my toils, my fcarches, reft in peace, 

The coach foon coming up, we flepped in, 
and after bidding a long adieu to this charming 
abode, ^e reached the fea-fide, in lefs than 
half an hour. |lerc the profpeft is admirable; 
on the lef^ we beheld a country adorned with 
luxuriant meads, while the right prefbnted us 
with the pleafing wildnefs of a forcft. Before 
us was a vaft expanfe of water, that angry 
dement, which 'finoothed its rough £ace,and 
feemed to put on a fmile at our approach. Two 
chryftal rivulets glided gently on through the 
meads, and joined their ftreams before they en- 
tered the fea, at a place called Kehtwifch, 
where is a £afe and commodious bay. Heile-? 
gendam ftruck us with furprife ; it has tho 
appearance of a great dyke raifed by art, to keep 
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off the fea, which would otherwife overflow 
the country. The profeffor told me, that ac- 
cording to an ancient tradition, this part of the 
land was fenced in from the fea by a great wall 
or dyke, founded on piles, which being infuffi- 
cient to ftem the fury of the ocean, and the 
people being threatened with an inundation, 
prayers were ordained throughout the country, 
to avert the impending calamity : thefe proved 
fo efficacious, that by the Divine mercy and 
providence, this great barrier rofe up of itfelf 
in one night. The profeflbr, however, looks 
upon it as a legend. But the great curioiity 
Was the pebbles on the fea-fide, which are ex- 
ceeding beautiful, and hardly two of a colour 
perfeftly alike. We gathered feveral, as is tliCi 
cuftom of travellers that come this road ; and 
uight approaching, we made the beft of our 
T^ay back to Roftock. By that time we got to 
Ml. -$;pinus's houfe, we were very much tired; 
yet the good profeflbr would have us flay to fup 
with him^ 

Early this morning M. iEpinus fent me 
fome moTj^ papers and books relating to Meck- 
lenburg, which make a large bale, and will be 
troublefome and cxpenfive to Czrry in the poft- 
waggon, I propofe ^oing from hence to Guf- 
trow, in my way to Strelitz. The profeflbr 
would not let me have this one day of retire- 
mpnt tp piyfelf,but has infifled upon my dining 

^^ with 
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with him for the laft time. M. Schroder vrts of 
the party, and has received a letter this morn- 
ing from New Brandcnburgh, which meptioni 
that the duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz had p^« 
fed through that ,eity, in his way to Kolpin, the 
feat of Baron Dcwitz, whom he intends to ho- 
nour with a vifit. This gentleman, M. Schroder, 
has given me a recommendatory epifile to M» 
Piftorius at New Brandenburg, who is fyndic 
to the ftates of the province, and reckoned a 
very learned antiquarian. The profeflpr has 
favoured me with another to Dn HagedorOf 
kn eminent phyfidan at Quftrow, and brother 
to a lady who went Over to England with her 
majefty. After duiner I took leave of my two 
good friends with great concern and regret, 
penetrated with a deep fenfe of thcfr favours, 
and cfpeciafly of thofc conferred upon me by 
the worthy and lewrncd profeffor. 

I muft now take my leave of you too, my 
friend, for I am very much tired, and want to 
prepare myfelf for to-morrow's journey, by a 
good night's reft. You ihall hear from me at 
Gufirow ; in the mean titne I remain with all 
love and fincerifys 

Dear Sir, your's, &c. 
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Deah Sir, 

I' Set out from iloftock for this place the 23d 
inftant, at ten o^dock in the forenoon, in 
company with a lawyer belonging to Guftrow, 
who is a chearful and ex;cellent companion. 
Moft part of the way was through well-culti^. 
vated lands, but of unequal furface. We paffcd 
by KeiSen, formerly a famous city, now an 
infignificant village, diftant ^bout a mile and 
an half from Roftock. The appearance of the 
country was very agreeable, being a fucc^flioa 
of verdant hills, with the river Warnow mean-* 
dering through the vales. Between eleven and 
twelve we arrived at a village called Kabeftprp, 
five miles from Roftock, and fooi:i after we 
reached the haiKtlet of Sam, where we dined, 
My companion and I had taken provifions 
with us from Roftock, othei^ife we fhould 
lisyc fared but poorly ; for, 2^5 I pbfcrved 
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fcrvcd to you before, the inns upon the road 
throughout this country, arc very indiffer- 
ent Here we itaid above an hour, and about 
three we proceeded on our journey. In coming 
out of Sam, we afcended a hill, and foon after 
reached a pleafant tillage called Sprens, iitua- 
ted in the neighbourhood of a finsdl lake. The 
towns of Schwan and Luffow we left on tlie 
right, and it was not long before we efpied 
the city of Guftrow. The number of gcefe 
fpread all over the country was prodigious, A 
fpiritof induftry difplayeditfelf in thepeafants, 
who were all employed in the open fields ; the 
greater part ploughing with oxen, and fome 
few with horfes, They are generally tall, 
raw*boncd n^en; their hair light- coloured, 
and very long. The fituation of Guftrow 
is in a bottom, which prevents it from being 
feei? at any great diftance. Near the entrance 
of the town is a handfome cafcade, formed by 
the river Nebel, which wafhes its walls. By 
£x we reached Guftrow, and put up at the beft 
inn ill the city, the mafl«r of which bears the 
noble name of Lobkowitz. Since my arrival I 
have been agreeably entertained in feeing a 
variety pf company, and in viewing the cu- 
ripfities of this town, which greatly fqrp^ffed 
my cxpeftation. 

Guftrow is the capital of the circle and prin-i 
ppality of Wen^en, ip th? dutchy of Meck-> 
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fcfiburg, difiant about twenty mUes from Rof- 
tock. The antiquarians of this country fup- 
pofe its name to be Veiiedic, fome deriving it 
bom Gutz-trawei^ implying a green-hill ; and 
others from Ge/fii and Roiv, fignifyiag a number 
of ditches. The fituation of this city anfwers 
to both etymc^ogies^ fince it is furrounded with 
pleafant eminences^ imd ftands on the little ri- 
yer Nebel^ by which the adjacent' nneadows 
aor watered. The Nebel takes its rife in the 
aeighbourhood of the town of Plawe, and con^ 
tinuing its courfe by Guftrow and Butzow, 
empties itfelf into the Wamow. The town 
was built in 1 2 20, by Henry Burevinus I. His fon' 
Henry Burevinus 11. made a grant to it of the 
woods of Peemer and Kleeft, and favoured it with 
the laws of Schwerin. The circumference of the 
town is not quite three miles, but it is very po- 
pulous, and reckoned the pleafanteft in Mecklen- 
burg. The ftreets are fpacious and regular, fome 
of them planted with trees, and the houfes neat- 
ly built. The chief courts of judicature for the 
dutchy are held in this city, and here is alfo a 
fuperin tendency for the direftion of ecclefiafti- 
cal affairs. This is. what renders the town fo 
populous, and has overftocked it with lawyers. 
The frequent appeals to the aulic court, and to 
Wetzlar, make bufinefs for thefe gentlemen, 
whom I feldom hear talk of any thing but the 
Gravamina of their clients. The great market- 
place is a fpacious area, where ftands the town- 

houfe,^ 
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hotife^ a large but ancioit itnidure. They 

have alfo a gytnnafium^ or public grammar* 

Jchoal^ which is held in good repute^ and jEffled 

with able profelfors. The principal trade of 

^ inhabitants^ for a long time^ was their 

ibroBg beer, which they brewed very good, and 

agi^eeable to the ftomach. It was called in the 

Venedic language Knefiknackj which fignifies 

princdy becr^ from John the Theologian, prince 

of Mecklenburg, who was fond of this li^or^ 

But after all my fcarches, I could get none of 

it ; and what they commonly drink here is at 

new beverage, very fweet, and, I- believe, un* 

wholefome. 

The town has fome edifices dcferving of at 

traveller's notice. There are two chttfches, 
the dome and the pariih church, befides a cha- 
pel dedicated to the Holy Ghoft. The two latp 
ter contain nothing curious, but the dome 
is one of the moft remarkable ftrudures in 
the whole dutchy of Mecklenburg. It was 
built by Henry Burevinus IJ. prince of Meck- 
lenburg, in 1226, and dedicated to St. 
Cecilia. The architefture is Gothic, and the 
outfide not very ftriking; but within it is airy 
' and lightfonae, and moreover adorned with a 
great number of infcriptions and fumptuous 
inonuments. As moft of thefe relate to the 
dukes of Mecklenburg, I iball give you a 
ihort account of tfaem« 

The 
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The firft monumeat is of Hemicus Burevinus. 

It is of a grey marble, three and twenty feet 

high, and the fanae in hreadfh. The cornice is 

of the Corinthian order, ajpi^d oyer isanoma- 

meatv with theft leitters^ : . , 

Underneath la the date, . , > ,> 

1575-/. • «.•'- , 

UJLRK^du^f of MEqCLENBIIRG, 

A. L G, iP". 

ELIZABETH, dutchefs of MECKLJENBURG. 

> 
On each fide o£ t];iex>rnamc^ isr a fiatue five 

feet high, one r?grefen*i?vgjuftic(ei. the othfif 

Charity. The w;9pclf i^ fupp^yted. by two fluted 

jjija^ers, in the* C^ntjiifli qf4^t. The hofe i^ 

CQfwcred vith. nrarble, v^^^ I^gaay Bwevi|iu^ 

ifX armour^ apd ^t full lejogt^, reclines on. a; , 

cuibipa« On the pa^e i^ a gf s^a}og]/ca| table of 

aU: the dufc^s of .MeflfciteiibivBgi .e^ k| 

gdldHetters in rdtofr Vppaf^^.t^iwi ground, a^ 

fupported by li«Je figwe*- €>€ gfni^<»f>ai?^5%Ift 

Over the cornice aJte ^^ baftSpri^,^ \\^ifeh qnly 

the ftaves are remaining. r 

In the friessev of the bafe,. is. the foiioiidi^ 

infcription in the German language. ; - . 

The 
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The genealogy of tfic dukes of Mcckldn-* 
burg, beginning with Henry Burevinus, 
fon of Burevinus, founder of this Dome iri 
the year of our Lord 1226 ; who waS 
thrice married : firft, to Sophia, daughter 
of the king of Swieden, by whom he had 
four fons and two daughters ; fecOndJy, td 
a dutchefi of Saxony^in 1226; thirdly, to a 
counteft of Ruppin, in 1 2 28; to the metnd- 
17 of which Henry Burevinus, who was 
buried here in 1228, and to the hoiiouf of 
the princely line, duke Ulric of Mecklen- 
burg ereAed this monument in the year of 
our Lord 1574. 

The fecond monument is of Dorothea ci 
Denmark, dutcheft of M^cldenburg. 

It is twelve feet in height, and ftine in 
breadth. The body is of black marble, witH 
red marble columns of the Tufcan ordef . Th^ 
cornice is alfo of black marble in the Tufcart 
order. On the bafe lies the diltchefe Dorothea 
in white marUc, at fidl length, with a white 
cufliion, in the ancient Teutonic drefs. In the 
freeze of the bafe are two tables of white mar- 
ble, with fome foiptural fentences, and en^^ 
riched, befides, with all manner of decoratTons;: 
In the pane is the following epitoph in Roman 
letters: 
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EPITJPHIUIL 

PrimiDanorum Friderici fiUa regis ^ ^ 
E Sophia illufiri Power ana frincife nato, 
Cbrijtcfhori Megaltfokos ducis inclyta conjunx^ 
^ampUtaSf quqmfurafidesiquam gratia morum 
Hervinarum de0ts effkcere Deiquc 
Bonis Dorotheamfamafuper at her a notam^ 
Hue ttdit ofa obiens^ animam tu Chrifte ttdiftif 
Hae moejla Elifubeth po/uit nwnumnta forori. 

DeceJJit die XI. Novembri^ 

Jnno Chrijli MDLXXV. 

The third monument is of Uhric, duke of 
Mecklenburg, 

This is feventccn feet high, and twenty-feven 
in breadth. The body is of black marble. The 
pane is divided into two compartments, by 
two columns of red marble, finely decorated. 
The cornice is fupported by two pilafters of 
white marble, with termini in the Ionic order. 
On the right is Faith, holding in one hand the 
crofs, in the other a book. On the left is Pro- 
dencc, with a mirror in one hand, and in the 
other a twining ferpent, at full length. Be- 
hind the columns are fluted pilafters. The cor- 
nice is of the Compofite order. On the bafc 
are three ftatues, at full length, kneelingv on 
cufhions of white marble, with an ornament to 
cachftatue. 

First 
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tFlRST St^tu*. 

Duke Ulric^ in armour and bare-headed ; be- 
fore him He his htlmet andgat^tlets : here alfo 
is a pedeftsi in tho f uftad .6i4e^, mih the arms 
if Meckki^bti^. and oth^i^ driiaihent^, and a 
book fpread open upon a dd&. His hands are 
joined^ as if pntying. Oh the pane is the ge- 
nealogy of his^ anceAors^ to the fifth Kne, 
The arms and tables are fnpported by little 
figures, or images of angek ; tlie whole of 
white marble. Over the trrnartieht in the cor- 
nice, the arms of Mecklenburg are engraved; 
tad undernea^ this infcription: : 
1585- 
a G. V. V. 6*. 
ViMC, Duke 6f MECKLENBURG- 

Second St a tue. 

In the other cbn^partment or feftion, Ilea the 
dutchefs Elizabeth, the firft wife of duke Ulric, 
inr the ancrent Teutonic drefs, done from the 
Kfp, and kneeling upon a cufliion of white 
marble; before her is a pedeftal, with a book 
jftid dclk, as before the duke her hufband. 
Iti the pane is her genealogy, to the fifth 
didfcfent, and flipported by fmall figures of 
attigds. Under thefe figures and arms, 

• Thofc capitals ftand for the following Gehnan words, 
Hirr Gott VirUibt uns gnadi^ that is. Lord God, grant us grace. 

8 are 
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tat fome fentences from the Bible, particularly 
thefe words from the fecond chapter, of St. 
Luke, put iato verfe : «« Lordi now letteft thou 
thy fervant depart in peace, &c.". Over the 
ornament in the cornice are the arms of Den- 
marl^ and underneath : 

1585. 
A. N. G. W» 
ELIZABETH DUTCHESS OF MECKLEN- 
BURG. 

In the frieze of the t>afe are the f<dlowing 
Imes in Roman letters. 

J)n.Elifabethitfireniff:Dama&Norvogia: 
Bifftm Frideric. LfiVi^ Cbriftiam Ul.fqrori, 

Primum Magni. deindeUhiciilluJlriJf. ducum ' 
MegapoL conju^, eptorum huic feferitSophiam. 
Friderico II. re^ Seftenarionii Man^nupttfrn eft, 
^a €tm Nefotes HI. d- hter eos etiatn Chrijti- 

amau. 
/T. Regm eledum. & Ngpt. IV. natus. Amafili- 

Qm Marifa in Donis mViJi^L inipfa ad . 
Megapel, fuos .reditu, dm in Falftria auftn 
Mverfa ttnetw ffbri mrepttjbidetaque^^ 

Sublattt. pie. enpirceoit : &. xxiii NovmK 
* ''*«ft««P»tals ftaitd for die followihg Gefrotn wordt 
VOU I, R lit^ 
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Monumento hutc exuviasfuasfpi latifs., 
RefurreSl. tntulit. an. at, Jxvi. Chrijli 
CIqIjXXCVI. Matri f atria et conforti 
Optatifviduusntajlif.f, 

Third Statue. 
The third ftatue in the third compartment or 
feftion, is that of Anna, the fecond wife of 
duke Ulric ; >t is alfo of white marble, kneel- 
ing in an ancient Teutonic drefi, with a 
pedeflal in the Tufcan order, the arms of 
Pomerania upon it, and over that a book and 
cufliion* In the pane i$ her genealogy, with 
images and coats of arms. Underneath are 
fome fentences from the Bible ; upon the or- 
nament in the cornice are the arms of Pome- 
rania^ and at bottom ; 

H. G. A. A. N^, 
AKNE, DUTCHESS OF MECKLENBURG^ 

Near the ornaments are four ftatues, threfe 
yards high, Piety, Charity, Hope and Fortitude; 
and over them fome leffer figures, with the 
iipage of Chrift in the middle, and the reft with 
lighted torches in their hands. 

The above three ftatues of duke tJlric and 
both his wives, arc done exaffly from the life; 

• Th^ above capitals ftaind for the following German 
words, HilffGQtt atit aU$r notb^ thbt is« Mivfr uSf O Ggd, wt 
^/M £jlrtff. ^ ' . 
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and it is faid that the ftatuary was obliged to 
change the head of the dutchefs Ann three 
times, before the duke could be fatisfied. Be- 
tween the cornice and the architrave in the 
frieze, are fome fcriptural ftories, beginning 
with the Annunciation of the vii*gin Mary, and 
continued under the pillars in the dies of the 
pedeftals, to Chrift's afcenfion, three-and-twenty 
in number, and curioufly wrought in white 
marble. Both the ftatues and the hiftorical 
pieces are all of exquifite workmanihip : fo per- 
fe<My are the mufcles, lineaments and dra- 
pery expreffed, as to excite admiration. The 
whole work has been feveral t;^mes repaired and 
beautified, and laftly in 1709. Thefe monu* 
ments are all inclofed in a fine iron ballufirade 
fixty-one feet long, four and a half high. 

Tombs of xhE princes of this family in 

THE choir before THE GREAT ALTAR. 

In the middle of the upper choir is a tomb 
of grey marble,: fix feet and a half long, four 
feet four inches broad, and near three feet 
high. On the right hand is the following 
infcription in golden letters in the German 
tongue : . 

Pribiflaus, the fecond king of the Vetaedi, 
great-grand-father of duke Henry Burc- 
vinus the younger* 

R z' Then 
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Then the Venedic arms. 

Voisclava, born queen of Norway, great- 
grand-mother of duke Henry Burevinua 
the younger. 

Then the Northern Lion as her arms. 
On the left fide is Ibhis infcription. 

^ Henry Burcvinus the elder, duke of Meck- 
lenburg, and prince of Wenden, father of 
duke Henry Burevinus the younger. 

Then the Venedic arms, 

Matilda, bom queen of Poland, mother of 
duke Henry Burevinus the younger. 

Then the Polifli eagle as her arms. 

The covering is of marble fcven feet long, and 
four feet foujr inches broad. On the top is the 
Venedic buflFalo, with a ring : dofe by arc die 
three crowns from the Swedifli arms i and un- 
derneath the following infcription. 

Henry Burevinus, duke of Mecklenburg, 
founder of this Dome, departed this life in 
the year of our Lord iz29. 

Sophiat 
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' 45e{Jikt born queen of Sweden, dntchefs of 
Mecklenburg, wife of Henry Bnrerinus. 

Underneath is a iranlt four feet broad, and 
(even long, where, after Henry Burevinus, the 
foOowing princes of Werle and Wenden were? 
interred. Nicholas, in 1277. Laurence, the , 
15th of September, 1 393. Balthafar, the 5th^of 
April, 1421. William, prince of Werle and 
Wenden^ September 7, 1436. With this prince^ 
who was the laft of his iine, his helmet and 
ftield were configned to the earth. 

The vault or BUILTING PLACE BELDNGIN* 

TO John Albert, duke of Mecklenburg^' 

AN© HIS PRINCELY LINE. 

To this va;alt, which is before the altar, and 
covered with a tomb-flone, you have an eafy. 
defcent. Here aredepofited the remains of fe? 
yeral of the dukes and princes of this family^ 
yrith infcriptioos. 

L A £at block-tin coffin, with thi$ in^ 
icriptiont v 

fier ferene highnefs, Elizabeth dutchefs of 
Mecklenburg, of the houfe df Hefle Caffe^ 
was born at Caiffel, the 28th of March, 
159^; and in that £ime place, and oa 
the £Mne day of the month, anno i£|8, 
was nprried to John Albert, coadjutor of 
R 3 ' thf^ 
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the biihop of Ratzeburg, duke of Meck|en*« 
burg, &c died a^ G^iftfow the i6th of De^ 
cember, 1625, firmly believing in Chrift, 
2014 invoking God's mercy,- • - , 

decorated with the ducal 2J^ms^ ^md fentences 
from fcripture. 

II. A raifed block- tin coffin, feven feet and 
an half long, on which is .the fpllpwing 
infcription in ](^^tin, 

Princeps. beatijimus. Joannes Albertus^ dux Meet', 
lenburg. &e. Natus die, z\ Maiij anni M.D.XC. Patre 
Tfphanne^ duce Mecklenburg, matre. Sophia, duce. 
iiolfatiay &€. dieix. O^obr. anni 160 3. Stociholmii^ 
Primum. matrimonium, feliciter. init. cum. Margareta 
Elifabeta. jilia Chrijlophhri & EUfabeta. ducum^ 
Mecklenburg. Jhd.Hla. die xxii. Decembr. anni i(5ii, 
mrtua. Ad, fecundds. nuptias.progreffus. uxor em. 
ducit. Elifabetham. Maurkii. princtpis: Cattorum.flin 
am. qua. quum. improKs. decederet. die xv. Decembr^ 
anni. 162$. Ita volente. Deo. Tertiam. Jibi. conju^ 
gem. ex. famiha. Anhahina. elegit. :^ua etiamnum 
heatijfime. defundo. Marito. fupervivit. Eleonoram. 
Mariam. fliam. Chriftiani. principis. Anhqitini.fo' 
lemnibus. ^ nupti^rum. celebratis. Geu/lrpvia^ die vii, 
Maij. Ann. 16^6. Et. ex. ea. fufcepit. Gujlavum 
Adolphum.fpem,folam. propaginis. prihcipatum. adiit. 
Gujirovia. die. xi. Julii. Ami 1611. In exilium. una. 
cum. uxQre. et. liberis. ejeiius. anno. MDCXXFIIL 
fnde, ct^ iifdem;. feliciter. rediit. die xvin. Julii. 
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^m. 163 1, tandem, die. ^xiii. Jfrilis. anni.16^6. 
aliquot menfes^ ante. ager. affediu. hydropica. jirma. in. 
Jefu Chrifti. redemptms. fui. nixus. jiducia. fujis. 
Jubinde. ad. Deitm.frecibus. etfufpiriis. in. conffeQu. 
omnium, fere. miniJlrorum.fuarum. horam. intra, nodis; 
m. & xii. cum. lacryms. ajiantium. placide. et. beatck 
obdormivit. quum. vixijfet. anncs. xh. jnenfes xi. Septi" 
man. it. boras iv. conditus. monumento die xxx. 
Junii. Jrmi. 1636. Hie expeilat. refurre^ionenu 

' On }x>th iides^ and round the infcription^ 
arc feveral fentences out of the Bible ; at the 
top are the arms of Mecklenburg ; and at the 
bottom thofe of Holftein. 
. BL A blofJc-tin coffin, eight feet and an half 
long, with a raifed cover, and the following 
infcription : 

Sereni/Jima principis ac domina domina Eleonora 
Maria, ducis Meiklenburgenjis^nata ex Anhaltino* 
ritm illujlriffimd famlia anno 1600, die 17 Augujli. 
defponfata fereni/jUmo duci Johantn JlbertOy Mecklen^ 
burgenji. anna 1,626. die 7 Mali. Principis optima^ 
cujus vixftmiiem patria nojlra vidity exanimum corpus 
in hoc Joculo fepuJtumjacet. Mortua eft princeps bea^ 
tijima anno Chrifti falvatoris 1656, die. 7 Julii, atat, 
57. 6* ejufdem anni menjis Septembris die 16. a fe- 
renijftmo jilio duce Guftavo Jidolpho, ejus reliqua hie 
Urra mandata. 

B 4 IV. A 
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IV» 4raiied block*tin co&n^ftvtn feet and a, 
half longx with the foliawing in&iipcioii : 

Cel^me primpis ac iomina i$nAM Armm S^IU^ 
dacis LignUerifis in Sikfia^ tmta nr MKhk^bwrgki^ 
um d$icum fertn^UnM familia snm t6%% de^c^ia^ 
cilfi£imp Jkci ljtd$vko Ligmcifffi in Sikfiu, a$tf» 
X648. Prmdfis o^m^^ &fr< exofnamm corpus te 
hoc kado fepukum jaat. anno Cbrijiifenatms 1666^, 
X. Februar. demortu^e 6f 29. Matj. ejufdem anni. A 
ferekiffmo frafrt iuce Gufiaroo A^hipio. ejus reli^U 
bk tens mavdaUt. Jch. id. 2$. Ego Jum refirrn^ 

V. AJMock-tin toffin, with a flat cover ; the 
infcription in German : 

Phil, i. 21. For me to live is Chrift, and to die 
is gain. 
Anno 1 6 359 the 20th of May^ atfisven in th6 
mornings wae born iht ma& ferftne princdEi 
Louifa^ dutchefs of Mecklenburg^ {M^nceft 
of Wend<^9 countefs of Schwerin^ &c And 
anno 1648^ the 6th of January, at tturee t^ 
the afternoon, ihe departed this life at thd. 
princely refidence of Strditas; and April 
the 27 th, the fame year, her body was re* 
moved to this repofitory. 

VI. A block-tin coffin j with a flat covering, 
and the following Latin i^cription : 

I Princcps 
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Princeps fanSiJJima M^rgareta EUzahid^ Patre 
Cbrf/tcpbiro duct Mtgapolitano. Matre . Elizabeta 
Gsffiavi^ regis Sutc.fiUn. d^ xi. Jul. tf»»/.. 15&4. ndta. 
d. ix. O^oh. 1 60 8. Jobanni Alb^rio^ frinapi Mega- 
poknfium in uxorem tradiic^ q^uaiu$r liber or um^ Jo* 
Jbannis Cbrytapbori^ Sophia EMzaku^ ChrHiitue 
Mar gar Ha^ iS CaraJi Henri ci^ quorum primus illam 
in rignmn coelorum pracejfit^ mater fa£la^ d. 16 No-* 
V^mi. 161 6. in vera Dei agniticne iS JanQa inmcati^ 
one denattty annos xxxii. menfes iv. ^ie v. vi:^ £{f hoc' 
monumento dornUt^ a vivorum et mortuorum judice be^ 
nignorejurreftianem et vitam exptRans wternam, > 

Vn. A Cmall flat coffin with the foUa^ng^. 
Latin infcrip.tjiaii : 

Pits manibu4 illuftriffimi prineipis domini Car A 
Henricijducis MegapoUtanifiUi. dni. Jobanms Albertii 
nepotis^ dni. Jxthanms % fro-nepotis^ dni. Jokantds 
Jlberti 5 ab-nepotis dni. Jiberti ; at-nepotisdni.-Mag^ 
Hi ; tri-nepotis dni. Henridy ^c. Ducum Megapolen^ 
J&uw, nati in, Jmnclucem anno Cbrifii CIjIjCXKI. 
menfe Maij. die. xxx. bora v. matutina^ placide -dw^tk 
««*? ^^OQ^i^' 'w^ Nsvemkrii diexiv. horavL 
vejpertina cum vixijfet annos li. menfes v. dies xv^ 
boras xiiL Reverendijsmus &? illuftrijfmus parens poni 
m^triquo/u^ beafiffim^ ^ bunc ilium'defidcratijfimun^ 
cum luHu adponi curavit. 

. VIIL A finaU flat cofia of block tin, with the 
fott(>wiagii]^iption : 

. : For 
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For mc to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. 
John Chriftopher, fon of his ferene highnefs 
John Albert, duke of Mecklenburg, and of 
the dutchefs Margaret Elizabeth, was born 
the 2 2d of December, anno 1611, and de- 
parted this life the 12 th of March, 16 12 ; he 
was removed hither the 30 th of the fame 
month. At the top are the arms of Meck- 
lenburg, and the following verfes at bot- 
tom ; 

^em nonurna dedit florem Lucina Decmhre^ 
Luridus infe/o Martins ungue mtit. 
" O infperatum tafum ! qui ire/cere debel 
]£tjhrcre Mu^ carpitur ante diem. 
Atiud. 
'^ HicprincepsHenetumfttusquiefcH 
Hofpesftderea novellus aula^ 
Danus Cbrijiopborus trimeftris avi^ 
p, / quis fudor, erubefce mortuo^ 

The remaining ornaments confift of fentence* 
from Holy Writ 

IX. A fmall flat coffin of block tin, with tH^ 
infpription under the arms. 

Her ferene highnefs Elconora, dutchefs of 

Mecklenburg, princefs of Wenden, coun* 

tefs of Schwerin, lady of Roftock and Star- 

^ gard, was born the 24i:h of November, 

5^nno i63o,deceafed the 12th of September 
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1^3 1, and was buried the feme year the 
2 jft of September^ 

X. Another fioaaU tin coflin,|with the follow^ 
ing infgriptioo ; 

Anno i(J29, the fecond of November, and 
at eight o'clock in the morning, his ferene 
highnefs John Chriftian, duke of Mecklen^ 
burg, &c. came into this world, and made 
his exit the 30th of Decemb. anno 163 1, at 
two in the afternoon, in the princely re- 
fidence of Guftrow, where his body was 
interred with due honours the 12 th of 
January in the fallowing year, 16^2^ 

On the wall by the left fide of the altar, were 
feven banners ; only the fiaves of which are 
remaining. 

The vault or burying PLAtiE of duke 
'Ulrig of Mecklenburg, and otheh. 
* princes of that family^ 

The; vault or burying place of duke Ulric of 
Mecklenburg has a very eafy defcent. At the 
entrance on the right is a piece of marble en-^ 
chafed in the wall^ with the following infcripf* 
49Bf 
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Her royal and fcrcne highncfk Elizabeth, of 

the royai Jioufe of I>eii»«rk, duchHs of 

Mecklenburg, prince& of Wenden^ &c. 

. built this vault for herfelf, in the year 

156 r, at the time of x n^ug peftild:ic6^ 

Here are interred the following illuftrious 
^ |>erfbBag<s : / ^ , \ 

:L Duke Ulric of Meckiembitrg^ in a Uock 
tin coffin, with t&e arms of the' fimxly^ He 
died at Guili^w in 1603^ the 14th of Maorch, in ^ 
his feventy^-fixth yeoc 

H, On th^ Uh hand duke Uhric'f firft wife 
EUzeibeth, of the royal line of Dcimtark, ^ 
ift & Uock-tin coffin. She died in 15 96^ the 15th 
of Oftober, in th? -fixty-third year of her age. 

III. On the right hand duke Ulric's fecond 
\rifey Anna pnncefs of Fomeraitiai, in a Wodc- 
tm coffin* She : departed th» Jifc at GmtKWi 
ann. 1626, the 10th of September, aetat feV^nty-^ 
two. 

tV. Dtibe Oiides,: brother and fucoeflpr of; 
duke Ulric, ifn a. wooden, coffin » covered with 
red velvet. ,He ^«1 at Ouftrow, anno i6ip» 
Ae 2ad of July, in his feventieth year. 

V. At the feet qf this prince, on the left hand^, 
lies in a wooden coffin, princefs Dorothea,^ 
of the roy^ family of Denipark, firft wife of 
duke Chriftopher of Mecklenburg, and fifter of 
dutchefs Elizabeth of Giiftrow. She depaked' 
tbi$ life anno J 5 75, the nth of November at 
. ! Schoh- 
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Schonbcrg, and was interred here the rSth of 
December following. This n the firft body^ 
imerred in thi3 vault 

VI, A raifed Wock-tio coffin of prince John, 
the firft-born fpn of duke Guftavus Adolphus 
of Mecklenburg Cuihrow^ who died of the 
fmall-pox, the 6th of Feb. i66oy in the fifth year 
of his age« On the coffin is this iofcription ; ' 

CelfiJU^m. prinHfis. ac. dcmm. Jobamis. duds. 
Meckknburgici. principis. Vanialorwn. Suerin^nfis. et 
RaSzeiurgefi/is. nee. nan, comitis^ SuefincnfisJerrafum.i 
Rofiocbii. et. Siargardia, iynafia. principis, primage* 
nitL terrarum. Gujirovio. AUcklenburgenJium. tune, 
beredis. unicu principis^ Maxinue. fpei. nati. et. renati. 
mno. Cbr. M.DC LF die 1 1. Decemhr. denati. anno. 
Cbr. M.DC.LX. die, vi. Februar. Pemortuum. m- 
pus hsec. tuwha. tegit, 

' t^. In a raKed coffin of Englifh block-tin 
lies the body of princeis Eleonora, eldeft daugh- 
ter of duke Guftavus Adolphus of kecklcn- 
T)urg.Guftrow. She died of the fmall-pox, ann. 
1672, the 24th of February* 

The infcription is as follows : 
CelMma. princeps. Elean$ra. feremffiml ducis. 
Mecklenburgenjis. domni. Guftavi. Jdolpbi. tx. Jere^ 
fdjftma Magdalena Sibylla. Hqlfati^.principe.fiia.pri^ 
mgenita. d^deratiffima, nata. eft. in fede. ducaH^ 
XSuftroyH.anno^ 1^57. die u Junu. Prinaps. fuit, 
; : , Mimi. 
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animi. ei. corporis, dotibus. ornatijjima. pietatis. et 
omnium. "Oirtutum. locupktijjima. et. earum. rerum. 
qu^e./exum. ejus, decent, fcientijjima. cum. anno. 1672. 
24. FehruariL morbo. affliHa. melipre.fui. parte, ad. 
fupema. mtgraret. corpus, ejus, pietate. patris. kutc. 
Joculo. inclufum. expeStat. refurreSlionem. 

The vault or burying place of duke 
GusTAvus Adolphus of Mecklenburg 

GUSTROW, AND HIS FAMILY,. 

This vault is clofe by the facrifty or vcftry- 
room, and was built by duke Guftavus Adol- 
phus9 who died in this city, after a long illnefs, 
on the. 26th of October, 1695. His body U«s in 
a block tin coffin, with the following infcrip- 
tion : 

SereniJ/imus princeps. ac dominus. dm. Guftavut 
Adolpbus^ dux Mecklenburgen/is^ princeps Vandaliay 
Suerini et Raceburgi^ comes Suerinenfis^ terrarum Rof- 
tochii et Siargardi^t dominusy facri Rom. Imperii, prin- 
ceps ex primariiSy ab antiquis Obotriiorum regibus de^ 
fcendenSy ingenio et divinis animi dotibus nemmi fecun- 
dus^ natus anno Chrifti; MDCXXXIII. die 26. Febru- 
arii^ cum patrium ducatum quadraginta vnum 6f am- 
plius annos gloriofe rexijfet^ erga Deumpius, ergafuos 
benignuSj ergafubditos mitis^ etga omnes comis et bene- 
ficuSy die 26 OHob. anno MDCXCV. in Domino placide 
obdormivit^Unea mafcuU^ ambobusfiiiisy q^os ex Mag- 
dalena Sibylla^ Fride* icii, Holfaua duds filiafufceperat^ 
ante patremdefunSis^ ultimusi quodhabuit indrtale. bic 

conditum 
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€0nditum eft. Anima ad Deum^ unde vlsnity rediitm 
Mmoriajtffii eft in benediSlione^ Proverb. lo. 

n. In a block-tin coffin is depofitcd the body 
of the above prince's widow, the dutcheiaMag? 
dalena Sibylla, with this infcription in German ; 

Here lieth a princefs moft remarkable for 
longevity, Magdalena Sibylla, dutchefs of 
Mecklenburg) heirefs of Norway, dutcheft 
of Slefwick, Holftein, Stormar, and Dit- 
marlh, countcfs of Oldenburg and Dclmen* 
horft, &«. who, to the great joy of the moft 
illuftrious houfe of Gottorp, was bom 
anno 163 1, the 14th of November; and for 
the welfare of the country of Mecklenburg 
. was married the iSth of November, 1654; 
to his ferene highnefs Guftayus Adolphus^ 
duke of Mecklenburg Guftrow, prince of 
Wenden, &c. Happily for the ftate £he re- 
fided fixty-five years in Guftrow, and at 
length exchanged this life for a better, the 
2 2d of September, 17 19, in the twenty- 
fourth year .of her widow-hood, and the 
eighty-eighth year of her age, after having 
given the higheft proofs of her faith, piety, 
and princely benignity. Her remains will 
floiirifh in the m^nfions of Death, and her 
name will be for ever lov^d and revered 
among mankind 

•^ k III In 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^5« L E t T E R mil. 

• in* In a Mock-tin coffin lies the body of 
prince* Ghories, fon ^nd heir of duke Guftavus 
Adolphusi which Charles, to the great grief jof 
the ferene £un9y» and of the whole counb^y 
died a[ the finall-pox the 15 A of March» ii98. 

The infcription is as follows : 

frimips bereditmuSt et^ Ji vhfiffit^ fucce§hr ducatus 
MfiCkkniurgi^fk^ i^andalue^ Suerinij & Ratziburgt 
frinceps^ €$nm $$imin^ tenm ii m Roj^ IS Stargardia 
dmi9m$^ fUUu$ amo 4er4eCbr\fHtoke 1664^ die 8 No- 
wmbr^ MtUrimcnh junBus Maris Amalisy pincipi 
fK f(NmU0 eU&^rum Brandenburpcs. ^uo paucis 
mmjibusfruens^ aterha morie^ infiore statisj 14 anm. 
imB ingeiOifucnm lu3u extinSus ift anm i698, die 
%^> Marttt^ Primeps prudenSf igr^us^ cpikms. Sit 
pernor i a ejus in pace. 

IV» In a copper coffin, adorned with feveral 
figures of gilt brafs^ lies the body of princefs 
Magdalena, who died the 19th of Fetoiary, 
X 702 • The infcription is in Germao. 

* Magdalen^ by the grace of God, dutdieis of 
Mecklenburg, princefs of Wendeu, Stlerin, 
and Katzeburg, ice. bom anno 1660^ the 
4th of July, departed thisUfef anno 1702^ 
tiie 1 9tfa of February. 

V. In a raifed copper coffiin^ alio mu<^ 4^co« 
rated, lies the wife of duke Adolphus Frederick 

•* of 
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t)f Mecklenburg Strelitz^ a princefe of the line 
of Guftrow. She died at the court of Strelitz, 
and her body was removed hither the i6th of 
February, lyoi. The infcription is as follows 
in German : 

Maria, by birth and by matxiage, dutchefs of 
Mecklenburg, princefs of Wenden, Schwe- 
rin, and Ratzeburg, &G. born anno 1659, 
the 9th of July, and died the i6th of Ja- 
nuary, 1701. 

VI. !n a fmall wooden to£n, covered with 
red velvet, and curioufly decorated with brafs 
ornaments, are depofited the bodies of three 
of the children of the abovementioned duke 
Adolphus Frederic of Mecklenburg Strditz, 
and his dutchefs Maria, of Mecklenburg Guf*" 
trow. Thefe are : Magdalena Amelia, born 
the 25th of April, and deceafed the 28 th of 
the fame month, 1689. Maria, born Augufl 
the 7 th, 1690, and deceafed in the fame yean 
Eleonora Wilhelmina, born and deceafed Ihe 
8th of July, 1(^9 1. The infcriptions confift of 
fentences from the fcripture, as, ^ Suffer the 
little children to come unto me j" Mark x* 

Other monuments and inscriptions in the 

DOME or CATHEDRAL OF GuSTROW. 

Befides the above monuments and infcrip- 
tions belonging to the ferene family^ there are 
Voi.I, S others 

4 
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others in honour of many Uluftrious perfons^ 
I fhall giv# you an account of thofe moft wor<* 
thy of notice. 

I. Near the chancel, a monument ere<3:ed to 
Joachim Stralendorp, with 'his arms in white 
marble, and this infcrip^idn : 

NobliJJimo et Jlrenuo v. dn. Joacbtmo a Stralendorpf 
equiti Megapoli an. 4dra. Chr. CIqICLVI. pat re Jo- 
achimo a 'Stralendorp^ matre Anna v. de l/uhe nata in 
aula illhts. Sri. principis Udalrici^ ducis Megapo. 
' felicijftma recordationis a pueritia et Ms officiiSy& 
muhis tandem annis cubicularii munere defun^Oj anna 
JE. C. CIjI^jpLdie Dion^ti^atatis litlvi.beatemorttio^ 
hie fepultoy &gIorio/am refurredionem expe^antlifuh 
numentum boc^fratri quondam diU6ljtJftm^ fratres &. 
forores^ amoris & memoria :ergpy erigendum curarunt : 
Hie quoque Joaehimus patria tellure quiefeit, 

Stralendorpiadum progeneratus avis^ 
^empoliit pietasj aula quern gratia cinxit^ 

Dum potuit vitam eontinuare fuam. 
Sed nee eumpietas^ nee gratia protegit auJa^ 

Dum morbo mortem non remorante eadit. 
Lazarus- atveluti Cbrijio niandante refurgit^ 
IJle die extremojie r edit urns erit^ 

Nieol. Petraus. H. H. Theo. D. F. 

II. A monument to Joflxua Arndius, with 
. the following infcription : 
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Jofua Arndius, Henetus. Dei. fervorum. minimus^ 
feccatorum. maximus. fenttentium. bumiUimus. fojt. 
*varia.Jideu certamina. foft.funeftas. familia. clddes^^ 
poft. nula. et. mundi. frotellas. omnia, in. virtute. 
crucis. morfem. dimique. if/am. in. /anguine. Chrijli. die» 
V. Aprilis. circa, vi.vefpertinam. anni. M.DC.LXXXFIL 
atatis. hi. fatienter. et. feliciter. fuperatam. Hie 
refurredionem. jufiorum. expedat. curantibus. vidua, et. 
liberis. maftijjimis. • . 



Viator. Jbi. et. mundum. contemne. Vale.. 

IIL A monument ercded to Margaret Mayer, 
by her father Chriftopher Mayer, preacher of 
this church. She died in the month of Fe- 
burary,'on Candlemas-day, 1572, 'Theinfcrip- 
tion is extremely curious, where the father in- 
troduced his daughter giving the following 
account of hcrfelf in Latin verfe : 

Margaris hoc tumulo marente Mageria condor ^ . 

• Mthere fed gaudet fpiritus^ ojfa folo. ^ 

Fonte facro facrata Deo facrataque ChriJIo 

SalvificanteJideyfpirituiqueDeo. 
Charafuit cbaro verum eft utrique parentis . 

Forte fuoji quafilia charafuit. 
^tjflre ? quod Chriftum coluiy dulcefque parentes 

Sum venerata meos menteque^ voce^ pia^ 
jfujffa Dti^ didante mi hi trinaqueforori 
Patre^ met lucrum fedula depofui 

S 2 Auribus 
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Juribus arreais^ intentis femper ocelUsy 
Mentefteti .... (decft aliquid) 
Sicpotuijjiudiofacili, qtidfita monmti 

Redderejfelicidexteritate^patri. 
. Hei velut umbra diesfugiunt^ moriens mmentis 
Flofque velut campi vita caduca perit. 
^aris ut hoc aufim vultu quo dicer e f dican^ 

Auribus aptatis fufcipe diSa precor. 
Vix tribuenti mibi vitam bis quatwnr atmos^ 

Mox vita folvit mors inopina dies. 
Spes erat in multos annospia gaudia duct 

Be me^perfpeSlajamfrobitate mea^ 
Nonjimulata cui pietasfuit addita/emper^ 

Spem tulit aft ommm protinus una dies. 
Vive igitur^ quicunque Deo vis viverc^ jufti^^. 

Humafiis prafet religiofatuis. 
Dogma facrum Cbriftifitientibus baun\ 
PeSlore facra tuo fape revolve Dei. 
Fide Deo J confide tuis nee viribus unquam^ 
Funde tuas Cbrifto nolle dieque preces. 
Ad nutum Domini mandatos dirige greJfuH 

Inque tuas dextre curre recurre vias. 
Judieiique diem venientis refpice Cbriftif 
Extremamftmili Jic tua fata mode. 
Pac Deus omnipotens Deus^ pater optime Cbrifii 

Gelorum capiant fceptra benigna tui 
CredenteSy baculus regat 6? tua virgafidehf^ 

Eloquium verbi nunc fine fine tuos 
gaudia cum Cbrifto ducant fimul omne per avum^ 
Coelicolisfanais angelicifque cboris* Amen. 

IV. Bu6 
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IV. But of all the monuments in this churchy, 
the moft beautiful^ except thofe belonging to 
the ducal family, is that of Gunther Paflau, mi- 
nifter to duke Guftavus Adolphus of Mecklen- 
burg Guftrow, who is faid to have written the 
two following elegant infcriptions. The chapel 
in which this minifter lies buried, is faced 
w/th marble. His flatue of white marble is as 
big as the life, and he is reprefented kneels 
ing on a culhion, with a mantle ove^ his 
ihoulders. The bafe is of black marble, fix feet 
five inches long, three feet deep, and three ia 
breadth, ilis face is turned to the north, on 
which fide the following infcription is to be 
ieen on the wall ; 

O. fqfipater. feculu parens. Deus. 
O. vita, mundi.fpes. tuarum./eu. tonet. 
Seu. rideat.Jors. cruitatum. robur. eft. 
Arx. tuta. regum. nminis. fas. fides. 
Uancn ira. mdla. nee. mains, furor, pot eft. 
fundo. ciere. quo. refect, inttmo. 
Tu. cinge. fines. Angeli. cuftodia. 
Serva. regentes. confulentes. inftrue. 
Et fida. tarda, da. pie^ partntibus. 
He. templa. ludi. curia, collegia^ 
Colant. betUa. cun^a.fint. te. prafide. 
JEtema. donee, patria. ingruat. qtUes^ 

Eaflward, on the right hand of the fta- 
tue, 18 an ioicription in German, fignifying 

S 3 ^ that 
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that duke Guftayus Adolphus of Mecklen- 
burg Guftrow, erefted the above monument 
in the year 1659, ^ -his privy-coonfellor Grun- 
ther Paffau, out of regard to his memory. 

On the other fide, is' the fqljowing infcrip- 
tion, much admired for its el^ance : 

Guutero Paffiyvi0^ 
Nhhili. Mecklenburgetffi. vttu^a, gtnth. tt. anti^ 
qu^. virtutis. Zebn^e. ac. Ghmlini. domino, intraque. 
facrmn. principis. conjtjiorium. con^iario. Anno* 
CIjIjCV. a. D. xxiiv. JunH. cUuris^ parentibus. nato. 
quique. pojiquam, virUi. toga, fumpta. in. puMic^^ 
prompHor. in. fpem. firtnus. adverfis. verfari. capiL 
civibus, fuis. do£irina. et. prudent'ue, rcbur. ptohannt. 
mox. variis. exterertim, votis. txpetitus. cum. frui. 
potius. hac. mortali. vita. qtum. abuti.femet. ajuven^ 
tute.ftatuiffit. beneficiis. ta/ibus. uii: Wfhdt. aut. in li^ 
ten's, aut. in praMis.paternis. virfarixGntMtusJandem. 
tamen. patria. fub. exemplo. et. duci.fermffimi. prin- 
cipis. Guftavi. AdolphL netatis. Ju^, anno. xlix. Cbrifti. 
vero. CIjljCLIV. Servire. d^pit. bfcDi. trium anno- 
rum. fed. ram. ufu. ita, ubique. ef.fef^r. inventus, ut. 
quod, vivus. nan. pemu0et. hoc. a: pietate. Domini, 
fui. meruerit. monumentum. mr. longiori: vita, dignus. 
ft. malitia.f^culi. ie^naret. pius ad. exemptuin. ujqui. 
probi. moris. conjlans-^m, reSli. bmique. tina^. quam^ 
falfi. fi^ique. ignarur. coft/ilto. validus. qu^. propria, ei. 
virtus, erat. et. cut. for tuna. non. minus, quam. natura. 
nfum. bene, fuadendi. dcd.rat. Uber. apertus. fidelis. 

I firmmM 
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ftrmoHis. comiu et. perceUemis. negotiis. gerundts, 
quietus, tt. indujlrm, paucis.fui, reSior. optimus. in, 
" omnibus. Jtngularis nam. ft. Chriftianus. egregius. et. 
civis. bonus, er at. et. reipubl.peritus. et.jurifconfuUus^ 
4t. PH^nus.fenator. probabilis. arator. et. <upidiffimus. 
Jiterarum. /acrarum. quas. ita. feiebat. ut. quoties. ad^ 
colloquium, defcendent. regnare. iftis. videretur. Guftro- 
vi. ad. d. xxiH. No^embris. anno Chrifti. CIqTqCLVIL 
'^tatisfuig. Ui.hmguorem. na£las. incredibili.fui. difide- 
rio. omnibus, bonis, principi. maxime. rehSo. decejjit. 
^boc.marmore.ejufdem.pktate. claufus. 

The author* of the two laft infcriptions, as I 
jjientioned to you before, was duke Gullavus 
,Adolphus, in whom ended the line of Meck- 
lenburg Guftrow* He was reckoned one of 
the naoft learned princes of the age, yet had 
the misfortune of being infefted with the 
iupcrftition of tlie times, in giving credit 
to witchcraft. This appears from a letter in 
that prince's own hand- writing, to paftor 
Schukmannus, which was fliewn me by a gen- 
.tleman of this ooimtry, and. of which I took 
the following copy : 

Reverende domine Scbukmanne^ 
. 1. In timore Domini ex te quaro^ annvnvetiium fit 
utiilla re^ qua ope damonis per,malas artesfuerU in* 
ventaj utfi aliquis tbefoMrum^ vel alias res eo modv in- 
: vemrit^ an alter ad quern res ifi/e pervenerunP^ quando 
refcivit ita ejfe invent as y ut fupra dixiy illis utipoffit? 
S 4 2. An 
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2. An put as naturale hoc ege^ ut ea terra^ in qus 
argentunij vel vafa ex argentofunt def^a^ nonjit ca^ 
fax roriSf it a utji alibi ros ceciderit^ ibi tamen nm in-^ 
veniatur f 

^ua.ea de re feniies^fcrifto comprehmfa^fer latih 
rem barum mibi quamprimum rmttas. Vale in D(h 
minOf et crede me tibi addidijftmum. 

Guftofous AdolpbuSf dux Meclenkurgmfis. . 

Dum hac configne^ oritur adbuc illud^ an Filius Dei 

fecundum bumanam quoque naturam donetjideU^ 

bus fpiritum fanStum'^ quod ut una refohas^ 

peto : Ego exijiimo analogize jidei nm convenire. 

But to return to the great church of Guf- 
trow, I muft mention to you that it is alfo 
adorned with a number of paintings. In the 
gallery or women's choir, which was built 
in 1706, there arc ten fcripture pieces, with 
German verfes under them. i. Abraham facri- 
fidnghis fonlfaac. 2. Efiu felling His right of 
primogeniture. ^. Jacob wrcftling with an 
angel. 4, Mofes pulling oflF his flioes. 5. Aaron's 
fons confumed by fire. 6. David dancing be- 
fore the ark. 7. Peter finking on the water. 

8. Chrift's transfiguration on mount Thabon 

9. Chrift driving the traders out of the Tem- 
ple. 10. The penitent woman at Chrift's feet. 

But two of the beft pieces are the portraits 
of Martin Luther and Philip Melan&hon, near 
the chancel U^denii^ath are the following 
lines; 
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Ifte repurgator doiirina eforde papatas^ 
Talis in ingsnua fronte Lutherus erat. \ 

Corporis effigiemmediammanusaniulapinxit^ 
Se Mum in/criptis pingiut illefuis. 

Under PhiUp thefc : * ^ 

Dum Sophia Deus &facra dun confuTit arti, 
Esccitat ingenium^ dode Philippe^ tuunu 

^icqmd habent artes & trip/ex lingua peritum 
Debetur Jludio^judicioque tuo. 

And now I have given you a pretty full ac- 
count of every thing remarkable in this churchy 
it i$ time I think to releafe both you and my- 
felf, from our gloomy confinement amidft 
the pale nations of the dead. Yet I cannot 
conclude without imparting to you a few re* 
fledions, which I was naturally led into, by 
a fituation fo retired and awful. The grave 
is reckoned the School of Wifdom ; and 
the moft inftruftive leffons . may be drawn 
from this pompous mimickry of fculptured 
marble. In this retirement of ferious contem- 
platiouy when every ruder paflion was hulhed, 
I obferved a number of princes paffing in a 
compendious review before my eyes, who after 
flouriihing a fhort time in grandeur, terminated 
their career all alike in the common boundary 
of mortality. A review of this kind diffipated 
the gay images of the flattering world, and 

£Ued 
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filled my mind with a juft idea of the emptinefs 
of human glory. But the tomb of duke Guf- 
tavus Adolphus gave a particular turn to njy 
reverie. This prince, one of the moft learn- 
ed and moft refpeftable perfonages in the 
German empire, had been joined in wedlock 
to a fruitful princefs, who brought him eleven 
children ; yet he had not the defired happi- 
nefs of leaving any male iflue behind him ; 
fo that his death put an end to the line of Meck- 
lenburg Guftrow. Such has been the fate of fo 
many great houfes, that have figured on imperi- 
al and regal thrones, and at prefent fubfift only 
by name, or are funk even into inglorious obli- 
vion. And not to mention the ancient fovc- 
reigns of the Aflyrian, Babylonifli, Macedonian, 
or Roman monarchies, whofe families together 
with their empire are utterly extinft ; what fhafl 
we fay even in regard to modern kingdoms, 
where different lines of princes have fucceeded 
each other, demonftrating the uncertainty of all 
human expedations ? Has not France been go- 
verned by princes of different races, thofe of 
Pharamond, Charlemain, and Hugh Capet ? Has 
not Denmark undergone the like changes, frofti 
the old heathen kings to the prefent houfc of 
Oldenburg ? And to come nearer home, what 
fucceffion of lineages have fwayed the Britifh 
fceptre, fince the old Saxon line to the prefent 
illuftrious houfe on the throne i^ Where are 

the 



Digitized by 



Googk 



LETTER Vm. 2(J7 

the Plantagenets, who ftruck fuch a terror into 
Gaul, and planted the Englifli banners on the 
ramparts of Paris ? Though at one time there 
were fifty princes of that illuftrious houfe, t)iey 
are now no more, their line is extind, their glo- 
ry and fplendor vaniflied. If this be the fate 
of fovereign houfes, can their fubjefts lay claim 
to greater ftability ? Families, like all other hu- 
man eftablifliments, are perpetually fluduating, 
and from their very nature and internal frame, 
as confiding of mortals, are fubjecl to diffolution. 
How few noble houfes are there in Europe, 
that can trace their antiquity with any certain- 
ty, above fix or fevcn centuries ? And is this 
fhort duration, a fufficient title to look down 
with contempt upon thofe, who are of the lame 
mafs of blood as thcmfelves, and will be blend- 
ed with them, in the fame undifliinguiflied 
dufl: ? What then are we to think of perfons 
ennobled but the other day, who make fuch 
a ftir about fuperiority and precedence, and 
feem to place their whole felicity in the ho- 
mage of the vulgar ? Why all this buftle, and 
purfuit of pageantry and title? Why fuch 
anxiety about purchafing a little pofthumous 
renown, when a few years, or at leaft a few cen- 
turies, will reduce us all to a ftate of equal ob- 
fcurity? 
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^id brevi fortes jaculamur ^fvo 
Multa? 

Why do we aim with eager ftrifc 
At things beyond the mark of life ? 
Creatm-es alas ! whofe boafted power 
Is but the blefling of an hour ! 
He who can tafte, without allay. 
The prefent pleafures of the day. 
Should with an eafy chearfid fmile. 
The bitternefc of life beguile. * 

I believe you will agree with me in this fyf- 
tem of philofophy ; however, I will not dwell 
any longer on the fubjeA, left I fliould infeft 
you with the fame melancholy as myfelf, tho' 
I muft own it is a pleafing melancholy. In my 
next I hope to be more thearfol ; but in what- 
ever mood I happen to be, I am always 

Dear Sir, yours, &c; 



* Francis's Horace, book II. od. i6: 
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DfiAlL S1JI9 



IN my laft I fell infenfibly into meditations 
on tomb-&ones ; I ihall now endeavour to 
brighten the fcene, by returning to the noifc 
ef worldly ^.ffairs^ and introducing you among 
^e agreeable acquaintance which I have ha4 
the happinefs of making, fince my fhort ilay in 
this pleafant city. 

The very evening of my arrival I found 
captain Kettemburg at the inn, who expeded 
my coming, having been apprized of my de- 
parture from Roftock, by profeffor -3Epinus. 
Captain Kettemburg is the young Hanoverian 
officer, whom I mentioned to you in one of 
my letters from that city. He was accompa- 
nied by M. de Boye, a native of this coun- 
try, and an aflbffor in the courts of judi- 
cature. This gentleman fpeaks very good En- 
glifh, having been three years in England, 
where he aded as agent for t^^e German con<« 
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contraftors for forage; and I believe he had been 
a contraftor himfelf in the laft war. He is a mid- 
dlc-fized man, fair complexion, and amoft chear- 
ful difpofition. The captain had ordered fupper 
at his lodging, which was in the neighbourhood; 
and would admit of no excufe or refufal, look- 
ing upon me as his gueft, while I ftaid in Guf- 
trow. I was obliged to fubmit to military laws, 
but had no reafon in the end to complain of ill 
ufage, being introduced to very good quarters. 
Both the gentlemen behaved with great polite- 
nefs and eafe, and the evening was agreeably 
fpent in convivial harmony. The captain of- 
fered to be my guide while I ftaid at Guftrow, 
and to introduce me to his coufin madam de 
Grabow, who, as I mentioned to you before, 
had been governante to her nlajefty. I could 
not avoid exprefling my acknowledgments for 
his civility, which I readily accepted. 

Early the next morning I waited On dodlor 
Hagedom, with a letter from profeffor -flUpinus. 
The dodor received me with that civility 
which diftinguifhes the Germans beyond any 
nation in Europe. He is a well-made, good- 
looking gentleman, of a dark complexion, and 
between fifty and fixty years of age. He is not 
a native of Mecklenburg, but of, Mulhaufen, a 
city in Thuringia; however, he has refided 
here many years with great reputation as. a 
phyfician, and has the principal practice in the 

wholQ 
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whole town. His wife is an agreeable lady, 
fomewhat ftricken in years, but remarkably 
chearful and complaifant. They have two fons 
and one daughter, all grown up to maturity. 
Both his fons are lawyers, which is the moft 
lucrative profeffion in Guftrow. His eldeft 
fon was abfent.upon fome bufinefs, but I faw the 
youngeft, who is a complaifant gentleman. 
The doftor alked me a 'number of queftions 
concerning his lifter in London, mifs Hagc- 
dorn^ which I anfwered to his fatisfaftion* 
He feems to have a very great aflfeftion for this 
lady,fo that he would almoft venture a journey 
to London, to pay her a vifit; but he is afraid 
of the fea. J find that he is intimately ac- 
quainted with madam de Grabow, to whom he 
is phyfician in ordinary. After we had drunk 
coffee, he infifted upon my dining with him, 
and in the mean time propofed to amufc mc 
with the fight of the caftle, and the dome or 
cathedral of Guftrow. 

The caftle of Guftrow ftands near the 
town-wall, having a fine profpeft of the 
cpuntry. It was ereded by duke Ulric IV. 
after the' old palace, built by Henry Burevinus 
11. had been burnt down to the ground in 
1586. Before it is a fpacious area, which 
afibrds a complete view of this elegant ftruc-* 
ture. The architechire is in tafte, and not 
overloaded with ornaments. The building 
i? .quadrangular, and very lofty. The apart- 

mentg 
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ments are well laid out, the fiables and othef 
offices convenient, and the whole fuiiroun^ 
ded by an elegant garden. But it is pity 
this fine palace is naked, the ftumitnre having 
been removed from hence to Schwerin and 
other places, upon the extin^on of the line of 
Guftrow, and the death of the duftchefs dow- 
ager Magdalcna Sibylla. In confequence of 
this negleft, the palace is greatly out of repair, 
and will foon, if not prevented,' run to 
decay. Yet there is ftill a pifture-room, with 
fome good pieces of the Flemifh fchool ; among 
the reft, the Dutchman fmoaking is greatly 
admired. The theatre is alfo in good or- 
der, and remarkable for the fine ftucco ceil- 
ing, exhibiting a great variety of imagery of 
excellent workmanlhip. After we had viewed 
the palace, we proceeded to the Dome, of 
which i have already given you a defcription. 
Indeed I have not pafled a day fince my arrival 
in Guftrow, without vifiting this ftorehoufe of 
curiofities; Dinner time drawing near, we re- 
turned to the dolor's, where I had a genteel 
entertainment, and a hearty welcome, which 
greatly added to the pleafure of the repaft. 

After dinner, captain Kettemburg made his 
appearance, and told me he was come to intro- 
duce me to his coufin madam de Grabow, 
whom he had apprized of our intended vifit 
' I was very defirous to fee this lady, of whom t 
had heard a great many fine things, particularly 
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of her Intellcdual accomplifhments. The doc'- 
tor offered to be of the party, and we went in a 
body to make her a vifit/She has a very hand- 
fome houfe, which has coft her a great deal of 
money ; and fhe is ftill employed in beautifying 
it to her mind. We were introduced int6 a 
. very elegant room, extremely well furnilhed, 
where we had been but a few moments, 
when the lady appeared, and by her eafy ad* 
drefs and polite reception, immediately ihewed 
herfelf a perfon of fuperior accompliihments. 
Madam de Grabow is turned of fixty, 
rather low in ftature, round faced, black pierc- 
ing eyes, and a little pitted with the fmall- 
pox. Notwithftanding her age, ihe is hearty 
and ftrong, and does not appear to be much 
above forty : her phyfiognomy is remarkably 
lively and, fenfible ; her mien engaging, and in 
every refpeft her air befpeaks her the woman 
of quality. She is ehearful and eafy in her con- 
verfation, and has a great fluency of fpeeclu 
Her maiden name is Kettcmburg, being the; 
daughter of a nobleman of that name, who was 
prefident of the high court of Guftrow, and 
miniHer from his ferene highnefs the duke of 
Mecklenburg to the court of Vienna. He took 
his daughter with him to that capital, where 
flic learnt the manners of the court, fpent a 
great part of her youth, and acquired every . 
elegant accomplifhment. She fpeaks Italian 
Vol. L T* and 
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and French with eaife, is a. aitic in htv 
own tongae^ and Iut8 nvritten fofue pieces in 
verfe, by which 4ke has gained the title bf difc 
Sappho of Germany. After her retwl^ ^PCtt 
Vienna, Ihe was named to 99. de ^rat^ow^ a 
Very rich man, and aifeffor of the hSgh court 
of Guftrow, who died^ a^ left her a isii^dicme 
fortune. T%e court ^f ^pelits j)itched upon 
her as the moft pr€^>«r |>6rib]| to be gocvtnaaste 
to the young pt^iRcoSt^^ an employ ia wlitdi 
•flie acquitted hetfelf with honour. Her gnats- 
iOft pride is the having farmed the mind of our 
gracious queen, whojsi Iht fioeations always in 
terms of affisftion mixed with the ^gfemidcft 
refpeA. At length, finding her&tf advanced iji 
years, &e thought proper to ret»^ tx> Gkiftrow, 
>wherc flie ftill lives in fplendor, beknred and 
cftccmed by all her acquaintance. 

No fooner had this lady fat down, Itiajn fwcct- 

uieats and wines of various forts were faroaght 

us, particularfy dSdme of the befl: Tokay I ever 

tailed. AftdT t9ie ufitel cerenAOHies we fell into 

a very free chit-chat, as if we had known one 

another many years. I found that ftte liked 

to talk about the affairs of Engl^Mid, with 

, which fhe is well acquainted. A ^eat ded of 

the converfation turned upon the queen ; and 

^ flie feemed to regret very much that (he had 

not. been fent for to attend her majefty *o 

Stade, inftead of madam Cocceius. After coffiie 

flie was pleafed to fliew me her librajy^ which 

is 
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k Well furnilhed with books in various bran- 
ches of literature, in the German, French, and 
Italian languages. She is very much concerned 
that flie does not underftand Englifli ; but 
having a high idea of our beft writers, flie reads 
them tranflated into the German tongue. Pai%. 
ticulirly flie paid mc a compliment of her great 
defire of reading my Vandalia in the original. 
However, old' as flic is, flie faid flic would 
endeavour to learn Englifli ; and I thought it 
but due complaifance to offer her a copy, 
which flie accepted* At length we took our 
leave of the good lady, who invited us to 
cKne with her the day following* At the door 
I parted with doftor Hagedom, and wen^ 
and fupped with captain Eettemburg, where I 
found M* dc Boye, and baron Malzahn, a very 
agreeable young nobkman* They played at 
cards, which I am not fond of, but efpecially 
when they play deep, a praftice too prevalent 
in this country. 

Before I was up the next day> I had a vifit 
from young M. Hagedom, defiring me to break- 
faft with his father. As foon as I rofe, I font a 
note to compliment madam de Grabow with 
a copy of my Vandalia ; and another fdr his 
fcrene highncfs the duke of Strelitz. I then 
attended M. Hagecjorn to his father's, where, ' 
ji^ft as w^ had done breakfaft, I received 
T ? ' ' the 
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I 

the following letter in French, written in t 
very good hand, from madam de Grabow : 

Monjteurf 

, SI mon age et maintes diftraSiions qui Peiwironneni 
dans ma fttuation prefinte^ encore foumit mefaireef- 
ferer de reuffir pour Papprentijfage de la langue An- 
gloife^ il eft certain^ que votre hiftoire de la Ser^. 
maifon de Mecklenbourgj dont il vous plait de rtCho^ 
fiorer en prefent pour le premier volume^ rrCy porteroit 
avec toute diligence^ ne pouvant me douter de fon ex- 
iellente reujjtte. 

Toute fois Je recois cette marque de vos politejfes^ et 
cet ornement de ma petite provifton de livres^ avec Iq 
plus vive et parfaite reconnoijance^ qui me renouvelle^ 
raft bien lefouvenir et la fatisfaBion^ que me Jit hier 
la viftte defon celebre auteur. ^ue ne dois Je mepou' 
voir promettre Pavantage d^avmr le nwien un jour^ 
pour vous fair e quelque plaifir a mon tour ! 

y^ admire encore la beaute exterieure du vo- 
lume deftine pour 5. A. le due de StrelitZy vous re^ 
fnerciant beaucoup pour me P avoir fait voir. Je vous 
Ic retourne ci joints et ef per ant encore Phonneur de vous 
voir aujourShuiy J^aicelui de me dire^ 

Monfteur^ 

A GuHrow, le Votre tres humble fervante^ 

z$, de Scpir. r\ r^ i 

1766. De Grabow, nee de Kettemburg. 

After breakfaft I went to make my obferva- 
tions at the Dome, where I fpent the forenoon. 
By dinner-time madam de Grabow's fervant 

gave 
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gave me notice that my company was expefted. 
I obeyed orders, and found captain Kettemburg, 
doAor Hagedom, and his fon, with M. de Boye, 
of the party. The good lady, before flie fat 
down, returned me many thanks for my pre- 
fent of Vandalia, and afiured me ihe would en- 
deavour to learn Englifh, in order to be able to 
perufe it. She then defired me to accept of a 
piece of her compofing, which was a moft ele- 
gant map of the world ; the names of places are 
in Latin, the lines inimitably well drawn, when 
flie was only, as flie afiured me, fixteen years 
of age. Her name is at the bottom in her own 
ha^d-writing : Frtderka EHfabeth von der Kettem- 
hurg^ Strelitz^ 2 3 Seftemb. An. 1723; from whence 
you Tee I had reafon to conclude that the lady 
is turned of fixty. I returned her my moft 
humble thanks, as you may well imagine, for 
fo agreeable a prefent, which I promifed always 
to preferve as a token of the great honour 
done me by a lady of her rank and merit. 

As foon as compliments were over, we fat 
down to dinner, where we had every thing 
in great delicacy and elegance. The wines 
were exquifite, and the agreeable converfation 
of the lady and her coufin the captain, gavQ 
a new relifli to every thing we tafted. The 
Germans fit a great while at dinner, as I men-^ 
tioned. to you before, during which time the 
glafs goes brilkly round, even at the moft fober 
tables* Madam de Grabow drinks very mode- 
T 3 rately 
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rttdy lierfelf, but loves to fee licr gireftg mcanji 
It is not the cuftosn £o ^dnk irtaldiis at pta- 
fent> at p6]&A tablfcs; yet , ibe lonould httik 
through the tulo, ^nd drank feversd Bdtifli 
and Mecklenburg €oaft% which Bie knew to be 
agreeable to the conapany. After coflfeb M^aa 
over we fell into a very feiious topic of convo^ 
lationjt namely^ the fevil^ ctxndition of the 
peafants of this cbUatry j £ck ia Mc^dden*- 
burg» as well as in fm>& parts of Germaiiy tad 
Denmark, the boors ate in foine xneafiire ilavei^ 
or belonging to the foil> as much at the cattte 
that ieed upon it. lielice it is^ that if you buy 
an eflate in this country^ you purchase tho 
peafants belonging tp it, who are not iotitled 
to quit their dwellings^ without the cotifelit of 
the lord of the manor, This is whgt the La- 
tins called Afcripti gkba^ aadfuch fervitude for- 
merly fubMed under the Konotaa oa^peror^. 

Captain Kettembwg expatiated with great 
warmth on the propriety of villanage, in pre- 
ference to the liberty of the pciafants. His 
main argument was^ that as this clafs of people 
are the property of the. lords of the manor, it 
is the intereft of their owners to ufe them with 
humanity, and take all poffible care of dieir 
health and fuftenance; that accordingly^ in 
Mecklenburg, they are provided with all necef- 
faries by their matters, both in health a^d in 
ficknefs, much better than if thty were 
left to their own dircdion : and if Servitude 

I be 
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he 9tt€a4.e4 with fome i^conveAiences^ tbefe 
^re counterbalanced by the advantages accm* 
lag from it } that the care which the lords q| 
the diflfer^nt manors take to maintain tkeii 
peafants^ prevents a nrultitude of crinaes, which 
the lower clafe of people in other countries ar^ 
apt to cQHunit thtpugti neceility and want. 
Hence he cooiidered it rather as a misfortune 
than an Jtdvantage to thofe countries, to have " 
abolifh^ the cufiom of fervitude or villanage, 
fince it has been obferved that public execu- 
tions are moft frequent, where the common 
people ajre moft indulged : that thofe who 
arc poffeffcd of nothing more than their 
Kfie and* liberty, are frequently impelled by 
indigence to commit the greateft enormities: 
that liberty without property does not al- 
ways lead to virtue: that mankind are not io 
formed in general as to make a good ufe of li- 
berty in indigent Qrcumftances ; neither are ^^ 
. they capable, through want of education, of 
conducing themfelves properly, when left to 
their own will and pleasure, but feem to ftand 
in need of the cbercloh of wifcr heads, to 
prevent them from breaking into irregularities 
and exceffes : that the bulk of the common 
people are little better than fayage beafts, whofc 
ferocity i? ever to be dr^adedj unlefs they arc • 
fettered and confined, when they growl and 
bite the chain, which prevents their flying on 
the paffenger,. 

T 4 When 
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When the captain had finifhed, M« de Boye^ 
who had lived fome time in England, flood up 
in the caufe of liberty, and refuted the cap- 
tain's fpecious reafoning, by a fair and candid 
cxpofition of nature's rights, from which no 
perfon, how mean or poor foever, ought to be 
excluded. In fhort, he pleaded the caufe of 
. freedom with great force and eloquence ; • and 
turning towards me, made ufe of fome paflages 
to his purpofe out of our Englilh poets : 

Ereft from nature's hand, by tyrant force. 
And ftill more tyrant cuftom, unfubdu'd ; 
Man knows no mafter,but creating heav'n. 
Or fuch as choice and common good ordains« 

The love of liberty with life is giv'n. 
And life itfelf th' inferior gift of heav'n. 

Then with raptures he concluded, 

O give me liberty ! 
For were ev'n paradife itfelf my prifpn. 
Still I fhould long to leap the cryftal walls. 

At length the difpute was decided by madam 
de Grabow in favour qf liberty, and the whole 
company acquiefced in her decifion. The con- 
teft was carried on with great good-humour j 
9lid as it grew late in the ?veping, we took our 
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leave of the good lady, and retired to our rc- 
^flive quarters. 

' The nextxiay Lbreakfafted with captain Kct- 
temburg, who attended me in my morning 
perambulations, and introduced me to feveral 
gentlemen of Guftrow- 1 could not dine with 
him, being engaged at Dr. Hagedorn^s, where I 
met with a very genteel reception. AftAr dinner, 
cbunfellor Hagedom pfopofed taking me with 
him in his chaife to a houfe of entertainment 
four miles out of town, known by the name of 
the Vineyard, and rcforted to by all the genteel 
company in Guftrow. The environs of Guf- 
trow are exceeding fine, and the foil feemg to 
be extremely rich. We drove through a le- 
vel country, with rifing hills and lakes on our 
right, which formed an agreeable appearance, 
ypon our approach to the Vineyard, the prot 
peft improved, and difclofed one of the moft 
pichirefque fcenes I ever beheld. The above 
houfe ftahds at th^ foot of a fteep hill, which 
is all planted with vines. From the brow of 
the hill, I had a full view of a delightful 
country, variegated with lawn and forelL 
Near the . houfe is a beautiful lake, in ' the 
midft of which is a fine ifland, enriched with 
every improvement. But what is very extra- 
ordinary, though they have fo many fine lakes 
in Mecklenburg, I fcarce ever law any boats on 
the water,4, except in the neighbourhood of 

Schweriuj^ 
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Schwexin. We left oar chaife on the top cxf 
the hill, and defcended gently to diepiiMie- 
houfe, where we found a good deal of company 
of both fexes. Among the reft was do£bar 
Goldfmithy an enaineiit civilian^ wit^ his miEt^ 
who is reckoned the handfomeft lady in Giif« 
trow. Some of the gentlemen were drinking 
and fino&ing their pipes, while others were 
playing at nilie-pins with the ladies. Tins was 
a fight quite new to me ; and I own it gave 
me a great deal of pleafui^ to foe the fair 
fex playing at this manly game. None 
could exceed the pretty Mrs, Goldiiiiith» 
who furpaffes the reft in dexterity, as much 
as Ihe excels them in beauty. The ladies in 
general were very chearful and complai&nt^ 
and moft of them fpoke very good French. 
Night approaching, we returned in a body 
to town, and I fpent the erening at dodor 
Hagedom's. 

The next morning I £tt out with captain 
Kettemburg, to fee the town of Schwan, 
where I was told there are fome remains 
of the ancient city of Wcrle, which for- 
merly gave name to a branch of the houie^ 
oi Mecklenburg. The diftance from Guftrow 
is only about feven miles. The name of 
Schwan is Venedic or Sclavonic, and fignifies 
hofy ; the old heathen goddefs Siwa having 
been worfliipped in this neighbourhood, ia 
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the audiOb of woods and and moraffes. The 
town is agreeably fituaWd on the Warnow, 
and was founded by Nicholas V. prince 
of Vjftvk^ in the year Ii35f o^t of the ruins 
of the <Ad city of Werlc, which flood n«ur 
the jmnftion of the Nebel and the Wamow. 
The town if but indifferently builtj and re- 
markaUe only for a ducal palace, begun by 
duke Ulric IV. and finifiied by duke Charles L 
The i>eighbouring country affords good clay 
for bricks, which are tranfported on the War- 
now to Roftock, where the brick-kilns have 
failed for want of wood. The inhabitants of 
Schwan are alfo faid to brew very-good beer^ 
for which there is a conficjcrable demand in the 
neighbourhood. After we had dined at a pub-, 
lic^houfe, where we met with pretty good ac- 
commodation, we went to take a furvey of the 
village called Wieck, where properly fiood the 
town of Werle. Here the idol of the god- 
defs Siwa is faid to have been worihipped by 
the ancient Venedi. If fo, there muft have 
been two idols of this deity, fince moft writ€r3 
fuppofe her to have been the favourite goddefs 
of the Polabi ; and that her idol fiood on the 
very ^ot on which Henry tie Lion, duke of 
Saxony and Bavaria, built the cathedral of 
, Itat^eburg, We could find no veftiges of any 
temple x>r place of worfliip, but only fome 
rubbiih, which feem to be the ruins of old 
hoisfes. The learned Bangert^s has given us a 
. figure 
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figure of this goddefe from ancient writers : her 
form is extremely elegant ; flie ftands naked 
on a column, with a garlan4 on her head, and 
both her hands behind her back, holding in one 
a bunch of grapes, in the other a golden apple. 
Her hair is diflievelled, and falls down to heir 
hams. Some authors apprehend this Siwa to 
have been the Venus of the Polabi, while others 
affirm it to have been the figure. of the famous 
SymbuUa, wife of Anthyrius I. king of the 
Vandals ; for it was oufiomary with the Ger- 
^lans to pay a kind of adoration, not only to 
their deceafed heroes,, but alfo to their heroines, 
or fuch of the fair f&x as had diftinguiihed 
themfelvcs by any memorable aftion. Tacitus 
mentions, that they looked upon fome fort of 
women as prophetefles, and confequently held 
them in great veneration, fliewing a blind at* 
tachment to their pretended oracles. They 
never would undertake any thing of impor- 
tance without confulting them, and would 
even decline engaging an enemy, not^ithftand- 
ing the greateft appearance of advantage, if 
they did not meet with the approbation of 
thofe women. The Romans called them Muli^ 
eres fatidica ) and the above hiftorian takes no- 
tice of Aurinia, and feveral others j but efpeci^ 
cially of Velleda, who lived in the time of Vef- 
pafian, and is reported to have foretold very 
ftrange events. Suetonius alfo relates that Vi- 
tcllius ufed to confult Catta, a German pro* 
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phetcfs, and pay an implicit aflent to her predic- 
tions. After we had fully indulged our curi- 
ofity, and amufed one another with a variety 
of conjeftures and remarks on the idolatrous 
worflup of the Venedi, we returned pretty late 
to' Guftrowi where we ipent the evening very 
agreeably with M, de Boye, and other gentle- 
men at Prince Lobkowitz-s, the nick-name gi-* 
ven to my landlord. 

My next excurfion was to a farm-houfe, 
whither I was invited by an old gentleman^ 
who rented. the farm of his ferene highnefs the 
dake of Mecklenburg. I had made acquaint- 
ance with him at the inn where I lodged, and 
being willing to fee every thing, mores btminum 
multorumy I accepted of the invitation. We fet 
out after dinner on foot for Bulow, which is^ 
the name of the farm, and diftant only three 
miles from Guftrow. The road is very good^ 
through a pleafant country, which may proper- 
ly be called the garden of Mecklenburg. About 
half-way we came to a delightful public-houfe, 
called the Brunn, or the Fountain, frpm a fine 
fpring tn the neighbourhbod, whofe waters are 
efteemed in that country for their falubrious 
qualities. But the place is more frequented for 
the fake of the good wines with which the 
landlord is provided, and the pleafant garden, 
fituated near a lake, and diverfified with fine 
walks and alleys. The houfe isfmall, but well 
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built» wd has ibme hsmdibme apartmentsu In 
ikortg tJm is the Vauxhall of the citizens q( 
Gnftrow^ and the beft place of rural oat^rtaui-* 
rocnt I have yet fecn in (his part of Oaraany, 
Here we ftaid an hour to refreCh ourfelves wiUi 
a 0afs of good wine^ upon the ftrength of 
which we proceeded in our jpMrney^ and after 
aijcending a pleafaat hill wt reached 3uIow, a 
little before fun-fct The farm*hou& is vfry 
targe^ and fiando all alone in a moft fruitful 
valley. Clofe to the houfe there is a great 
nwnber of barns, this being a coniideraUfi 
farm, which the dul^ lets at a thou£uid dcdlar^ 
a year. As we ;4>proached9 a very decimjb per* 
fon, who had the appearance of a gentlemaUf 
came forth to meet us; and 1 found out after* 
wards, that he is tutor to the farmgr's fonjL 
At the door, his wife, a prudent woman^ who 
make! her children and her houfe her csre, 
waited for her hufband's return, and received 
him with a chearful countenance and kind em* 
brace. Enteiriflg the houfe, I faw a ^cioua 
place like a bsmfi, where cows, fheq>, fwine, 
and other animals, are aflembled together, and 
make a very romantic appearance. On the 
right and left of this great barn, are chambers 
for the accommodation of the j^irmer and his 
family. We entered a pretty large room cm 
the left, where I faw the fniner^s numerous 
progeny. The wif? is a decent good loofc* 
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iag woaian» an4 ootother of ten chiktreii, three 
^idv and fcren boys, all living. The ftiv 
mw acqminted her with his having iayited 
ue to be his gueft that m^t, smd ihe gave 
fue a chearfiil welcome. The children looked 
well and heartjr, and even behaved with ibmc 
degree erf pdlitcnefs. It was now their (vfpet- 
tiix^ and the good woman ^^[jodiiced wfiatew 
file had beft in her ftore, There was plenty ef 
cold viAoaU, and boiled chicken and ham« The 
k^redd and botter we»e both very good, ;^nd we 
had a bottle of tolcaraMe old hodc. The eldefb 
Cc^jk faid grace, which was pretty long ; and it' is 
iunaaing with what devotion the whole fyimlf 
attended to this ceremony* The good miftxc6 
^lied up the ^afs to her loid, after loading die 
•isiit with dome&ic jdenty. Here I might trw* 
ly lay with your favourite pocit : 

NmmtLucrimjuvmnt eoncbylia^ 

Magifoe rhmbus autfcari^ 
Si quos Em irOmataflu&ibui 

Hhrm ad he vert at rtiare; 
Nm 4fr4 avis defcendat in ventnm metm^ 

Nmstta^en Jcnmsjmundior. 

in the co»tfe of converfation, I found the 
'£sa:mer veiy chearful, and apparently every 
eiroumftance feemed to fpeak his happiiii^. 
^till there was fomething wanting, namely, 
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a new houfe^ his prefent habitation being 
of the antique drder. He had applied feverd 
times, as he told me, to the duke, for per* 
miffion to eredl a new building, and offered to 
liy out the money himfelf, if it would be al- 
lowed him in his rent But his application has 
hitherto proved fruitlefs. Thus in every fta- 
tion of life, there is always fome deficiency or 
other, to convince us that there is no fuch 
thing as complete happinefs on this fide of the 
grave* With regard to the duke's refufing to 
build a new farm^houfe, it is probably owing 
ta the horrid depredations of the Prufiians in 
the late war, which impoverished the coun- 
try to a very great degree, but fell chiefly 
on the duke, the beft part of whofe reve- 
nue arifes from his demefhes. The contribu- 
tions raifed by thofe ravagers on this finglefarni 
amounted to 4000 crowns ; but the duke, out of 
his great humanity, indemnified the farmer. The 
chit-chat of the evening being over, we went 
to bed at a very early hour, between eight and 
nine o'clock. I had a clean room, a good bed, 
and flept as well as if I had lain in the mofl: 
fumptuous palace. Early the next morning, as 
foon as the faithful hferald of the day, the 
village cock, began to crow aloud with trumpet 
fiirill, I rofe out of bed, and found all the fa- . 
mily in motion. The good old farmer and his 
wife were preparing breakfaft; fome of the 
maids were employed in milking, and others 
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fii chtirnlng, the ploughmen were going out 
Vith their teams, the ble^tiiig flocks werd 
biting the dewy ground, and the lowing herds 
graced th€ woodland dales. 1 oWxi I was never 
more aflPefted with a country fcene in my life, 
and could not help repeating to myfelf the fpl-» 
lowing lines i 

Happy the man, whom bounteous Gods al- 
low 
"Wiiii his bT^n hand paternal grounds to 

plough i 
Like the firft gbldeA mortals, happy he. 
From bufinefs, and the cares of money, free I 
No human ftorftis at land bfeak off his ileep, . 
No loud alarms 6f nattird on thcJ deep t 
From all the cheats of laAv he lives fecure, 
Nor does th' affronts of peaces endure^ 
He fees the lowing herds walk oW the plain. 
While neighboring hills low back to them 
again. 

Sometimes beneath an ancient oak. 
Or on the matted grafs he lies j 

No god of fleep he need invoke ; 
The ftream that o'er the pebbles flies. 
With gentle flumber crowns his eyes* 
Amidft his harmlefs eafy joys. 

No an^xious cares invade his health. 
Nor love his peace of mind deftrpys,. 

Nor wicked avarice of wealth. 
Oh let me in the country range, 
^Tis there we breathe, 'tis there we live. 
Vol. I. U After 
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After I had amufed myfdf fome time ^vlth 
this reverie, I was called in to breakfaft, and 
both coflfee and tea were ferved upon the table. 
I liked my quarters fo well that I could have 
ftaid there much longer, had I not been en- 
gaged to dine with captain Kettcmburg, ai^d to 
fup with counfellor Carnatz, brother-in-law 
to mifs Hagedorn. With difficulty I could get 
away from the good farmer ; and both he and 
his tutor infifted upon accompanying me back 
as far as the Brun. There we parted, and I 
reached Guftrow in good time, where captain 
Kettemburg and M. de Boye had been to^ in- 
quire for me at my lodging. As we were to 
be a very lafge company, the captain ordeired 
dinner at prince Lobkowitz's. While dinner 
was getting ready, I went and took leave of 
madam de Grabow, intending to fet out the 
next day for New Brandenburgh, At dinner we 
were very merry; the company was captain Ket- 
temburg, M. de Boye, captain Winter, dodor 
Goldfmith, M. Witte, and feveral others. The 
converfation turned chiefly on the conftitution 
of England, and the advantages of liberty j 
but 1 found that the gentlemen of this coun- 
try are all for confining this great blefSng, to 
themfelv'es, exclufive of the common people. 
One thing difpleafed me very much at ta- 
bic, that our landlord, prince Lobkowitz, fat 
down with us in his greafy night - gown ; 
for this was a table d'hote, and the mafter, 
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ten fiich occafions, always eats with the com- 
J)any. I took notice of it to fome of the 
gehtlemen ; and they only laughed, faying it 
Was the t)ld man's way, and that he would 
appear in the fame drefs, if the duke of Meck- 
lenburg himfelf were to dine at his houfe. I 
had nothing then to reply, but I thought it 
very odd for genttemen to indulge fuch a 
fcynic. After coflfee we took a walk about the 
town; and I parted at length, with my good 
fiiend^ <:a:ptain Rettemburg and M. de Boyc. 
My next ftep was to tv^ait on dodtor Hage- 
dorn, who had promifed to tonduft nrie to hh 
brother-in-law's, counfellor Camatz. I found the 
doftor and his lady waiting for me j and as the 
ceunfello^'s houfe was not far diiknt, we went 
hither on foot M/Carnatz is an elderly gentle 
man, and his lady not very young ; yet Ihe ap» 
pears almoft in her bloom, and upon the whole 
is a moft agreeable woman. She refembles her 
fitter mifs Hagedorn pretty much, only that 
ike is of a fairer complexion. The counfellor 
and' his lady received me with tranfports of 
joy, as if I had been an old acquaintance. 
They ^Uked a thoufand queftions about thehr 
fifter, which I anfwered to the beft of my 
abilities* Supper came upon the table at 
the ufual time, the entertainment was ele- 
gant, and the hofpitable pair fliewed every 
mark of being pleafed with their guefts. We 
parted' in good time, and I went home with 
U 2 doSor 
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doftor Hagedorn^ where, after taking leave o^ 
him and his good family, to whom I am fo 
much indebted for their civilities, I retired 
to my lodging. The papers and books I 
have procured in thi^ country, are fo cum- 
berfome, that I have made a bale of them^ 
and fent them to the dodor, who will be fo 
good 1 as to forward them to Mr. Matthias at 
Hamburg. The weather ftill continues re- 
markably fine, a great comfort to a travel- 
ler at this time of the year. I have got a com- 
panion to go with me as far as New Branden- 
burg, which is but a little way from Stre- 
litz. He is a very polite gentleman, a mer- 
chant of Hamburg, and has feme buiinefs to 
fettle in that town. We do not travel in 
the poft - waggon, but itk this gentleman's 
chaife ; fo that we fliall move at our leir 
fure. Chi, ben Jia non ft move. I do not ap- 
prehend this proverb to be true,- for though 
I find myfelf well, and am pleafed with 
my reception wherever I go, I am ftill for 
moving. . Man is defined by fome writer, am^ 
mal inquietum & mMe. Adieu ; I propofe to fet 
out early to-morrow morning, and hope to 
write to you foon^ from Strelitz. Mean time 
I remain, 

Dear Sir, yours, &c, .. 
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^ • . . . ' ' ' ' I 

Niw Bran^Unhurgh^O^ober ^9 1766* 

Dear Sir, 

I Did not intend to trouble you any more 
till I arrived at Strelitz ; but my ihort flay 
in this city has been fo agreeable to me, that I 
thought it would alfo furnifh fufficient matter 
for your ientert^ipni.ent. 

Early ia the njiprmng, the ift inftant, the 
Hamburg merchant aad I fet out from Guf- 
trow ; and palling through a fine wood, the 
property of his ferene highn^fs, before eight 
p'clock we got to Vietegeft, ^ village be- 
longing to M. de Wencfteran, one German 
mile diftant from Guftrow, I believe I ob- 
ferved to you before, that the miles in Meck- 
lenburg are exceffively long, and one of them 
may be reckoned to make feven Englifli. 
Some part of the road to this village was fandy; 
^ for the village itfelf, it afforded nothing re* 
U 3 markable. 
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markablc. From thence vre continued our 
journey without Hopping, till we arrived at 
Tcterow, about eleven, where we changed 
horfes, and ft aid to dine. Teterow is reckoned 
eight miles from Vietegeft. The road is very 
good, the country level, and the foil fruitful. 
We fet up at the poft-houfe, where we ordered 
dinner : and while it was getting ready, we 
took a turn round the town. 

Teterow is agreeably fituated near a {mail 
lake, and in the midft of pleafant meadows. 
The name is Venedic or Sclavonian ; MUriy in 
that language, fignifying a quail, of which 
there is plenty in this neighbourhood. The 
town is bttf inconfiderable, and contains ncr* 
thing remarkable. The poft-mafter cntertaine4 
us handfomely, and at one o'clock we pro- 
ceeded on our journeyl They dine very eariy 
in this. country, generally at twelve, and very 
feldom later than one. A little before three we 
reached Malchin, diftant about fix miles from 
Teterow, where my companion flopped to fpeak 
to a perfon about bufinefs ; and in the mean 
time I went to view the town. 

Malchin ftands near a pleafant lake, in the 
neighbourhood of Pomerania, at the influx 
of the river Peine into the lake of Cummerow. 
It was formerly a place of great ftrength, being 
built on an eminence, and environed by mo- 
rafles. But it was more famous for being the 
chieffeat'of a fociety callecl Fratres Kalendarum^ 

who 
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iji^ho had a houfe or mbnaftery here, which 
now goes by the name of WedenhoflF. * There 
is jftill a gate of the town, and a ftrect, named 
the kalands ftraffky and the hlands thor. Thefc 
Fratns Kalendarum were fo denominated froni 
holding their affemblies on the firft day of the 
month, in order to regulate the falls, alms, and 
religious exercifes, which they were to per- 
form within that hination. The time of thi» 
inftitution cannot be ascertained ; but they arc 
fuppofed to have made their firft appearance 
in the 1 3th century. They differed from all 
other orders, in admitting clergy and laity,; 
men and women, into their fociety. As th^y 
made great etftertainments the firft day of the 
month, feveral irregularities and abufes weta 
committed at thofe meetings, which were the 
caufe of their being fuppreffed about the time 
of the Reformation. The town of Malchin 
fuffcred very much by the Thirty Years War, as 
alfo by a fire which happened here in 1 663, and 
deftroyed moft of the buildings, except the pa- 
rifh-church and the town-houfe. Yet this 
pliLce is ftill remarkable for being the feat of 
the provincial di^st of Mecklenburg, alternately 
with Sternberg. We ftaid here little above an 
hour, when we refi^med our journey; and 
advancing fix miles farther, at fix in the 
evening we reached Stavenhagen. The road 
all the way is very good, but the country 
U4 u 
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is encumbered withfand, and confequently 
not fo fruitful. Here we ftt up at the poftT 
houfe, and refolv^d to proceed no farther till 
the next mQrning, The landlord was very 
obliging and civil ; we had a good fupper and 
good beds, and enjoyed a comfortable night's 

reft. 

After breakfiztfting early we went to take 
j^ view of the tpwn. Stavenhagen is fituat^r 
e4 pn the frontiers of Pomerania, and for- 
merly belonged to the dukes of that coun« 
try, It derives its name from a fifh-pond in 
th? neighbourhood, which in the Venedic 
or Sclavonic language is called Staweni. iTie 
town is fmaU, and but indifferently built, fo as 
tp aflford nothing that could engage our curio-^ 
fity. After an hour's perambulation our car- 
![iage was got ready, and by nine o'clock we fet 
put for New Brandenburgh, diftant from 
thence abput twelve miles. The morning was 
yery fine, but the weather began to grow. cold. 
The country looked ejftremely pleafant, rifing 
into hills, and interfperfed with fmall lakes. 
By eleven o'clock we got to Buggow, a village 
half-way between Stavenhagen and New Bran-^ 
denburgh, where we ftopped to drink coflFee. 
A little way from thence we entered the ter-^ 
xitories of his ferene highnefs the duke of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, the boundary of which 
fjr^js diftinguilhed by a pillar, Oij the right 
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tore beheld a large foreft, which extended 
along fome rifing grounds. Towards one we 
had fight of the ToUenfee lake, and the city of 
New Brandenburg. The fpire of the great 
church is very lofty, and makes a good appear* 
jancc.. The town is fituated in a valley, fur- 
rounded with high hills. We entered it by 
two o'clocis:, when I parted with my com- 
panion, who went to lodge at a friend's 
houfe, while I took up my quarters in the 
great market-place, at M. Toll's, the chief 
inn in the town. M. Toll is concerned in 
the wine trade, a man of fubftahce and good 
manners, and alderman of New Brandenburgh; 
I had a letter for him from burgomafter Schro- 
der, at Roftock ; and he paid fuch regard to it, 
as to give me the beft room in his houfe, the 
room in which his ferehe highnefs the duke had 
lodged in his late vifit to baron Dewitz. Upon 
the whole, this inn is one of the beft I have 
feen in any part of Germany, I ordered din- 
ner for myfelf, though my companion would 
fain have perfuaded me to dine with him 
at his friend's ; but intending only to niake 
a fliort ftay in the town, I was defirotis to 
fpend moft of my time with M. Piftorius, 
one of the moft learned antiquarians in the 
dutchy of Mecklenburg. I had a letter of re- 
commendation to that gentleman from my 
friend M. Schroder, to whom I am greatly 
indebted for introducing me to fo valuable 

an 
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an acquaintance. As fbon as I had dined, I 
inquired after M. Piftorins, and M. ToU 
lumfclf ^ould Ihew mc the way. Luckily 
I found him at home ; he had heard of my 
intended vifit, from fomcbody at Guftrowj^ 
and £xpre0ed the higheft pleafure in feeing 

M» Piftori\ni i« fyndic of the province of 
Stargard, a place of great honour and profit 
in this country. He ig very tall, of a thin 
hahit of body, and a ruddy complexion* 
Though near fixty years of age, he is as 
ftrong and robuft as a man of forty ; which it 
pwing to his temperance and exercife : he fek 
dom drinks ^ny wine, his lifual liquor being 
watery except when he happens to be in comt 
pany ; and even then he drinks very fparingly^ 
Jle goes into the cold-bath every day in the 
year, vtdnter and fummer, and his bath i^ in his 
own garden. In his manner and carriage he 
is free and affable, without any fort of affec* 
tation. No man is reckoned to know more of 
the antiquities of his country, and none to take . 
a greater delight in communicating what h? 
knows. He is defcended from the celebratfid Si- 
mon Piftorius, a learned civilian of Saxony, who 
difUnguiihed himfelf greatly in the beginning 
of the 1 6th century, by his zeal in promoting 
the Reformation, by his'extenfive erudition, and 
by his profound knowledge in the art of gQ-^ 
vernment. .Learning has ever fince bejen herCTt 
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flit^ry in this family ; and the prefcnt iyndic 
does not yidd the palni to any of his anceilorsi 
He is now writing the hiftory of the noble 
families of Mecklenburg, and propofes very 
foon to publifh the firft volmne. This is a 
work of great refearch ; it is a complete ba* 
ronage, embelliflied with more hiftorical anec* 
dotes than one generally meets with in work9 
pf that nature. 

After the ufual ceremonies were over, the 
learned fyndic ordered wine and coffee, and 
kindly infifted I fliould be hip gueft, while I 
ftaid in New Brandenburg* He bad heard of 
my hiftory of Vandalia, and was forry he di4 
not underftand Englifh, that he might havo 
the pleafure of reading it in the originah He 
had laboured, he f aid, in the fame field him<r 
Jelf, and Khould be glad to communicate to- 
me any thing worth my notice. In the courfe 
of our converfation, I found him perfe£Uy 
well verfed in the hiftory of his country* 
Some hints he gave me, which will be of ufe 
to my fecond volume of Vandalia : but it will 
be time enough to mention them, whep that 
volume is publiflied- He complained, however, 
that he had not found the nobility of Mecklen* 
burg in general, fo ready as he could have wifii- 
cd M communicate fuch papers as related to the 
antiquity or tranfadions of their families. I own 
I was aftonilhed to hear it, and could not help 
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feeling fome indignation at the behaviour of 
thofe noblemen, who are infenfible of the ho- 
nour done them by learned and ingenious per- 
fons, in labouring to refcue the memorable 
*6tions of their anceftors from oblivion. From 
iiftory we fell to medals; and I found that the 
learned fyndic has made a very choice collec- 
tion of Roman and Qreek coins, as well as 
thofe belonging to Mecklenburg. I think it 
the heft I have feen in this country, except that 
fbf M. Neunrand, the town clerk of Roftock, 
Among others I was pleafed with the famous 
bell medals of the duke of Brunfwick, which 
arc held in ftich value by the conpoiffeurs. ForV 
tunc has been favourable to our fyndic, in 
making his refearches ; for not long ago, he 
bought a large earthen veffel full of old coins, 
which ha4 been found by a peafant in digging 
at a place called Clofter-Malchow, Moft of 
them were ftruck in this country, and in the 
dutchy of Pomeraniap Among others there is 
a very fcarce one of th^ town of Friedland, 
with the following legend : Monet^^ Uredelanden* 
Jis civitatis Magnopolenjisy A. D. J 440. M. Nieu- 
mandatRoftock has one of thefe coins, for which 
he refufed to take one hundred crowns ; where* 
as M. Piftorius purchafed the whole coUedioa 
at Malchow for thirty-five Crowns. He had 
never a duplicate of thi^ ©f Friedland, but hQ 
gave me a copy of it:, ajulfeyer^.! 4»pliiaati?s of 

others 



Digitized by 



Googk 



LETT E R X. 3df 

tethers. I am particularly obliged to him for a fmall 
fiWer coin of the town of Guftrow, at the time 
of the princes of Werle ; for another of the 
city of Roftock in the fourteenth century ; ano- 
ther of the town of Grypfwald in Pomerania y 
another qf the city of Stralfund, with the ar- 
rows for its arm&; another of the town of An- 
clam, the legend, Moneta ^anglimenfis- ; the re- 
verfe. In homine tuo Deus ] it has the arrows, 
like the coins of Stralfund, and was ftruck 
about 1440. He alfo favoured me with a copy 
of a fine medal on the peace of Breda ; and with- 
another of the princefs Sophia ; on the face of 
the latter the infcription is : SophiayD. G. exjiirpe^ 
EL Pal. Eled. Vid. Br. & Lun. Mag, BriH. hares ^ 
on the reverfe is, Nat a xiii. OSob.MDCXXX. nupla 
XXX Sept.MDCLVIIL Ad fuccejjionem Brit, nominata 
MDCCL fub vefperam viii. Juntu MDCXIV. in 
bortis Herenhaufanis adhuc vegeto & jirmo pajju de* 
ambulans fubtta et p/acida morte erepta. He fhew- 
ed me a very fine rofe-nobje, which was ftruck 
in the reign of Edward IV. the legend, Jefus-, 
autem tranjiens per medium illorum ibat. Another 
curious medal was a zucka-ficka^, or filver coin 
of Kouli Khan, ftruck in. 1736 ; theje is no image 
on it, but round it is ah infcription in Arabic let* 
ters, which is Englifhed thus: "iXadirShah' 
gives new fplendor to the (un and moon;'' on 
the reverfe, « Coined at Morgithabad, in the 
firft year of his happy acteffion to the thione.'* 
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M. Piftorius ofiered to make me a prefent of thfe 
or any other medal in his pofleffion; but I 
would by no means rob him of his treafure* 
with difficulty did I accept of the few duplf- 
eates abovementioned, and a filvier medai of 
his celebrated ancefior Simon Piftoriw.s, which 
I fhall ever preferve out of refpeft *co the me-^ 
mory of that very learned man. We fpent the 
greateft part of the evening in Purveying the 
medals, and difcourfing on the biftory of Meck- 
lenburg; and after a cold coU'ktion, and a glafi 
of wine I returned to my r^uarters. 

The next morning my 'learned friend, for fo 
I muft now call him, P^-nt to inquire after my 
health, and to invite me to dine with him. I 
accepted of his oflp^r, efpeciaUy as he propofed 
to fpend the d?.y in Ihewing me Ac town 
and its environ/s. 

New Brandenburg ift the capital of the ch-cle 
of Stargard ; and indeed the largeft and hand- 
fomeft town in the duke of Strelitz's domi* 
nions. It was bui»,t by Herbord Von Raven, in 
1248, under Job n I. margrave of Branden- 
burg, and for ffome time owed fubjeftioh to 
that eleaorate,. This Herbord lived in the 
neighboupho' jd, at an anderit cattle, the ruins of 
which are '.tm to be fecn at a place called Ra- 
yenlburg. y^g ^g had trtiVeUed into Italy, and 
acquired ^ tafte for archite^fe,the margrave of 
Brandr.^j^Tjy^ gave hitn leave to build a new 

town 
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town on the frontiers of Pomerania, zrkd to 
make it the fccond in his dedoratc. Hcrbord 
chofe this fituation, which is extremely plea- 
fan t, upon a little river that difchargcs itfelf 
juft by into the lake of ToUenfec, It is built 
in a circular form, with nine fpacious ftreets, 
five extending in a dired line from eaft to weft, 
and four alfo in a direct, line from fouth to 
north. The houfes are neat and handfomc, 
and the ftreets remarkably clean. The town has 
often fuffered by fire, and efpecially by that in 
^757; butithasfince rifen more beautiful out 
of its afhes. Herbord of Raven built a hand- 
fome houfe for himfelf in Friedland-ftreet, 
which he afterwards converted into a church 
dedicated to St. Nicholas; and it is now become 
a kind of magazine or barn. There is an in- 
fcription ftill over it, which preferves the foun- 
der's memory. Orate fro Herbordo Raven cmMtO'* 
re urbis. The great church was built in the 
year 1298 : it is a large Gothic pile, with a 
very high brick tower ; the iilfide is lightfome 
and airy, and adorned after the Lutheran cuf- 
tom with a variety of images, but containing 
nothing remarkable. This church is dedicated 
to the virgin Mary., There is alfo a fmal- 
ler church, dedicated to St. John Baptift, 
which formerly belonged to a Francifcan con- 
vent. In the fuburbs were erefted three 
churches; St." Catharine's, by New Gate, which 
4 . is 
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is now in ruins ; ISt. Gertrude's, near the gaf^ 
of Stargard, which i^ £hut up ; and St. George's^ 
near the gate of Treptow, where divine wor- 
Ihip is regularly performed. The town-houfe 
is a handfome brick building, fituated in the 
great market-place, not far from the princi- 
pal church. There were formerly two fine pa- 
laces in this city, which had been conferred 
by the dukes of Mecklenburg on the counts^ 
of Furftemberg, of the noble family of De- 
witz. But the counts having fided with 
the dukes of Pomerania, in a war between 
the two houfes, the dukes of Mecklenburg 
difpoffeffed thofe counts, and granted one of 
the palaces to the lords of Ihlenfield. Both 
the palacesr are! now gone to ruin, but 
the privileges and exemptions annexed to 
the lands, ftill fubfift in the prefent own- 
ers, who have built modern houfes on the 
fpot. The city enjoys very great privileges, 
obtained at different times from its princes^ 
It is the metropolis of the circle of Stargard, and 
prefides over feveral towns within its diftrift. 
The magiftrates have a power of enafting bye- 
laws, with civil and criminal jurifdi£tionr The 
inhabitants carry on a confiderable trade in 
hops, with which the neighbourhood abounds. 
In this town is a public fchool, which his ferene 
highnefs has taken under hisproteftion ; and it is^ 
now in a flourilhing condition. Here alfo is a; 
6 fuper* 
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filp6riiitend€iicy or fjJiritual court for the 
whole circle** According to feveral writers, the 
ancient town of Rhethre flood not far fronni 
New Brandenburg, on the ToUenfeci The 
environs of this city are very pleafant, ef- 
pecially towards the Tollenfee, where you have 
agreeable walks, as well as round the ranxparfcs. 
About a mile from hence is a farm or bailiwic 
belonging to the duke, feated on an emi- 
nence, near the Tollenfee, and knoWn by the 
name of Broda; the road is on a precipice^ 
but commands a fine view tif the lake, and the 
adjoining hills. 

When we had taken 1 view of the town and 
fuburbs, the fyndic and I fat down together at 
his houfe, where every thing was pi*epared for 
our reception* After dinner, M. Piftorius 
made me a prefent of fome books relating to 
the hiftory of Mecklenburg^ I then went to 
pay a vifit to Mrs. Schroder, my friend the 
burgomafter's lady. I had brought a letter 
with me from her hufband at Roftdck ; and 
ihe was overjoyed to fee me. M. Schroder, 
the younger brother, happened to be there, 
which made it very agreeable, he being si moft 
ftccomplifhed gentleman* They fent for M* 
Piftorius, and infifted upon our fpending the 
evening together at their houfe. This enli- 
vened the fcene ; for we had lefs talk of hifto- 
ry and medals, and more of lighter matters. 

Vol. I. X I can 
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I can fometimes fay with Swift, Vive la bdgd^ 
telle. Mrs. Schroder is a very good-natured 
lady : Imentioned to her that I had contracted 
a v^eaknefsr in my ancle, which rendered it 
painful for me to walk. I had been fubjeft 
to the fame complaint in London, and feized 
with it in the ftreets, fo as to be quite lame* 
But I never took any thing for this diforder i 
for it alwa:ys went away of itfdf. The lady 
defired me to bathe my ancle with brandy go-? 
ing to bed, and flie was fure, from repeated eaf- 
perience, that it would give me relief. Ac- 
cordingly I followed her diredion, and my in- 
firmity foon vaniflied. The evening was fpent 
very aigteeacbly, and about ten o'clock I retired 
to my quarters at M. Toll's. 

As foon as I rofe the next morning, my land- 
lord gave me notice that the deputies of thcf 
ftates were to hold their affembly that day in 
the town-hall, and afterwards to dine together 
at his houfe : that they had heard of my being 
in town ; and baron Warburg, the land-rath, ' 
or provincial counfellor, one of their principal 
officers, bad defired him to tell me they flrould 
be glad of my company. Soon after a young 
gentleman came into my -apartment, and re- 
peated the invitation from the baron. This 
young gentleman's name is baron Langer- 
man ; fon of a late general in the Pruffian fer-* 
vice, and a near relation of baron Warburgia 

. Jre- 
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I ffeturncd him a great many thanks, and beg* 
ged th€ favour of him to acquaint the baron and 
the other gentlemen, that I would do myfelf 
the honour to wait upon them. I breakfafted 
with my friend the fyndic, who told me he was 
to be pretty bufy that morning at the provincial 
affembly ; that he had heard I was to dine with 
the deputies, and he would call in upon us af- 
ter dinner ; that if I would amufe myfelf in the 
mean tifaie in his lludy, I was welcome ; or if 
I chofe to walk or ride out of town, his fervant 
ihoiild wait on me. I preferred the former, as 
I had a mind to look into fome more papers 
relating to the hiftory of this country. 

As foon as dinner was ready I was intro- 
duced by M. Toll to baron Warburg in a 
room full of company. The baron is one of 
tke principal noblemen in the dutchy of Meck- 
lenburg Strelitz ; he feems to be turned of fifty, 
tall iii ftature, very corpulent, with a large 
rofy face : he is pretty chearful, of a generous 
difpofition, and fond of his bottle ; but he has 
a Stentorean voice, even louder than that of my 
good friend captain H. The gentlemen were 
all in their riding-drefs, with boots and great 
coats edged with lace ; for they are fo fond of 
lace in this country, that the very tops of their 
boots are decorated with it. They all paid 
me a great deal of civility, complimented me 
upon my Hiftory, and expreffed a Angular 
■ X 2 fatisfa<ftion 
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fatisfaftion at fering mc in their country^ Ttc 
dinner was fumptuous and elegant, every 
thing genteelly conduded^ and the wines ex- 
quifite. They called very often for Englifh 
beer, which is held in high efteem in this 
country, and for which they pay dear. Up- 
on the whole, they drank freely, and con- 
vivial mirth ihone in their countenances. 
After dinner fome vifitors came in, and among 
the reft two or three lawyers, whom I had 
feen in Guftrow^ and who were like to fpoil 
our mirth by introducing their jejune talk of 
gravamina and appeals. One of them could 
tell twenty, another thirty, another forty, 
gravamina on the fide of the burghers of the 
province. But juft as they were growing feri- 
6us, fome ftrolling muficians appeared before 
the door, and ftrikkig up a merry tune, infpi- 
red the whole company with frefli joy. Thefe 
ftroUers played exceeding well ; I had the cu- 
riofity to go and fpeak . to them ; and I found 
that they were Jewilh performers jiift come 
from Strelitz. Their inftruments were the vio- 
lin, and cymbal. 

This fcene of feftivity was carried on for 
fome time, when M. Piftorius came in, to 
drink coffee. He then propofed to take a 
little walk out of town, as it was a very fine 
evening; and baron Langerman offered to be 
of the party. The baron is a moft agreeable 
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young nobleman, handfome in his perfon, 
a polite fcholar, and of remarkable foUdi*- 
ty and good fenfe, which he has great- 
ly improved by reading* He lives at prefent 
at Berlin, but talks of coming to fettle in 
Mecklenburg, at the rcqueft of his relation 
baron Warburg. He invited me to conye and fee 
him at Berlin, which is only thirteen German 
miles from Strelitz ; but I am afraid I fliall not 
have time to take fuch a trip. We walked 
towards the Tollenfee ; and it being a fine even?- 
iog and clear weather, we had a full view of 
that beautiful river^ Th^ Tollenfee takes its 
rife in the principality of Stargard, and dutchy 
of Mecklenburg, from a coUedioij of different 
fprings, and runs northward in many windings, 
feme of which form lakes and iflaiids, toward?' 
Treptow in Pomerania; and from thenq^ to 
Demmin, where it mingles its waters with the 
Peine, which emptier itfelf into the Baltic. 
The ToUenfi, a tribe of the Venedi, derived 
their name from this river or lake (for it is 
both) on whofe banks they were fettled. Night 
-approaching, we returned to town, and fup? 
ped at M. Toll's with baron Warburg and 
fome of the deputies, for the greater part were 
returned to their refpeftive homes, There 
was an old gentleman in company, colonel 
Kcyferling, upwards of eighty-five years, but 
ijearty and merry as a man of forty. He had 
X 3 beeij 
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been long in the Swedifli femce, tvhpre he 
behaved with great honour. Not above four 
or five years ago he broke his leg, but is now 
as well as ever ; and the athletic veteran feems 
to bid defiance to infirmity and old age. In 
the courfe of converfation, I learnt that his fe- 
renc highnefs is returned from Kolpin to Strc- 
litz, along with baron Dewitz, and that he 
has juft reviewed his troops, after changing 
the uniform from red to blue ; fo that they are 
now clad and difciplined exadly like the Pruf- 
fians. I think it is high time for me to fet out 
for Strelitz ; and as a PruiEan officer, one cap- 
tain Winkelman, intends to depart for that 
town to-morrow morning, and has offered 
me a place in his carriage, I intend to embrace 
the opportunity. I own I am very defirous to 
fee baron Dewitz ; and the long intimacy I had 
with that worthy nobleman in London, en- 
courages me to hope for a land reception. As 
in all probability I fliall make fomc ftay at that 
court, I Ihall endeavour to give you a full ac- 
count of it, which I know will be entertaining 
to you ; and to contribute to your entertain'* 
mcnt will be ever a Angular pleafure to 

D^Su: Sir,your3, &c* 
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BEHOLD me at length arrived at New Stre- 
litz, the port I have had conftantly in 
view, fince my departure from England, and 
the objeft of my anxioua expeaation. Yet I 
have not been in a violent hurry to reach 
this wiibed-fer port, becaufe I intended it 
Ihould be a ftation of repofe, after the fatigues 
I was to undergo in traverfing fuch a vari- 
ety of towns and villages in the dukedom of 
Mecklenbiirg. As I knew I ihould be detain* 
ed in this capital, I was willing, ^hile the fine 
weather lafted, to make the moG: of my time j 
and by what accounts I have hitherto tranf- 
mitted to you, it will appear, I hopB,''that 
I have not been idle, I Ihall now acquaint you 
with what paffed fince my departure from New 
Brandenburg, and with the particulars of my 
f^ception at this princely refidence. 

JL^ The 
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The fixth inftant, ^ breakfafted with M, 
Piftoriu?, who promifed to come and fee me 
very foon at New Strelitz. By eleven, captain 
Winkelman's chaife came to the door, and we 
fet out together in very good fpirits. M. Pif^ 
torius would walk with me to the town-gate, 
where we parted with great tendernefs and 
friendfliip. The country, as we left New 
Brandenburg, had a very pleafant appear- 
ance, rifing in gentle eminences ; and on the 
right we had the ToUenfee, which wp could 
trace with our eye to the diftance of five or 
fix miles. Between twelve ^d one we ;ir- 
Tiycd at Nemerow, a delightful village, five 
miles from New Brandenburg, and fituat- 
cd near the ToUenfee. The walk down 
to the watcr*fide is quite chsunhing. This 
was once a comfDandery of the knights of 
Malta, belonging to the grSndrmi^ftfrihip of 
Sonneberg; but it was fecularieedi tQgether 
with the commandery of Mirow, at the treaty 
of Weftphalia, and afflgned to the dukes of 
Mecklenburg, as an indemnification for the lofs 
of Wifinar, ceded by the ian^e treaty tp the 
crown of Sweden. Proceeding on our jour? 
pey we afcended a fteep hill> and entered a 
large foreft belonging to the dake^m the mid- 
{dlc of which is a public^hpufe, reclsx>n^ half- 
way tp Strelitz. Here the captain would 
flop for refrelhment ; but the houfe affprde4 
very indifferent . accommodation. We made 

7 lY^^t 
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what hafte wc coulcj to get away; and ad* 
vancin^ through the wood, we faw a fine opcn^- 
ing to the left, with a moft extenfive prof- 
peft. The road is very fandy, fo that we mov- 
ed but flowly. Within four miles of Old Strc- 
litz, we ftopped at another public houfe to re* 
frefh our horfes ; and foon after had a full view 
of Strelitz, which ftands in a fpacious plain. 
We reached the town before dulk, and fet 
up at the poft-houfe, where we ordered dinner. 
There was no neceffity for our going to Old 
Strelitz from New Brandenburg, as it is not 
the dircft way ; but my companion had fomc 
bufinefs in that city. After we had dined, he 
went to fpeak to a friend, and I walked a little 
about the town; By feVen o'clock we got into 
our carriage again ; and at eight we reached 
New Strelitz. Here my companion and I part- 
ed: I was fet down at burgomafter Stnib- 
ing's houfe to which I was recommended by M. 
Piftorius; the captain went to a private lodg- 
ing, and I never faw him afterwards. Burgo- 
mafter Strubing is a merchant, yet keeps an 
inn ; he is a man of a good behaviour, and 
underftands his bufinefs very well. His houfe 
is refortcd chiefly by fuch gentlemen as have 
any affairs to tranfeft at court. He received 
me civilly, provided me with a good fuppefj^ 
^nd a handfome apartment. I was pkafed 
^o hear that baron Dewitz was at Strelitz, 

and 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



3«4 L E T T E R XI. 

and after indiffercQt chit-ch^t with my land* 

lord, 1 went to bed. 

As foon as I had bre^k&fted I fent a fervant 
with a card to the baron, fignifying my arrir 
val ; and that, if it w^re convenient, I in.- 
trended doing myfelf the hpnour to w^t pp^ 
on him. Thi^s was abiput nine o'clppk. Th^p 
baron fent for anfwer he 0iould be g^^d tp 
fee me ; but, dreffing occafioning fome delay, 
a. fervant foon fifter came to acquaint me, 
^^t baron Dewips was obliged to wait upon 
his ferene hi^oeiis ; tha|: fa^ Ihoi^ld be glad to 
fee me at court between twelvicf ftj^ qpe; 
that the duke's coach would (Come and take 
^e up; and that the marfhal of the court 
would be there ready ^o prefent me to their 
ferene highneffes. Accordingly the iJ^^*? 
coach toolf me up at the time appoii^ted^ and 
drove direSly to the p^cc. Getting out qf 
the coach I fell ^down, but, thank God ! re- 
ceived no great harm. One of the oiEcer^s co%: 
4u<fted m^ to the marfhal's apartment, wherp 
I found him waiting fpr me; after the ufu^ 
pompliments, he jtol4 n\e he had been jijft 
reading my Hiilory, and was pleafed to conj»» 
mend it. The marfhal doe? not fpeak Eng- 
lifli, but underftands it pretty well, and is 
converfant in moft of our books of polite li- 
terature. His name is Zefterfleth, and he 
is ftricken in years, but a very fine gentle- 
man. He tol4 me that baron Dewitz had ap- 
prized 
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prized the d^kc and the princefe of my cominj, 
and, if I pieafed, he would now introduce me, 
I could not avoid b^ing greatly flattered Mrith 
fuch politenefs, and anf^ered him I wa^ ready 
to pay my refpefts to their ferene highnefles. . 
We then afcended a great ftair-ca£e, an4 
; gaffing through feveral apattments, where I 
faW and bowed to many ladies and gentle- 
men, I reached the antichamber; and was ap- 
prized, that their ferene highneflbs were in 

* the next apattment I entered with the mar- ' 
flial, and after paying my obeifance, was rc- 

' ceived by their highnefles in the moft gracious 
^ inannen The duke was drefled in blue velvet, 

with a yellow fattin waiftcoat, white filk ftock- 
. ;ngs, diamond buckles, the order of the garter, 

and a feathered hat. The princefs was in a 

* clofe habit like a riding-drefs, with the enfigns 
. of the Ruffian order of St. Catharine. The con- 

yerfation was fhort, and turned chiefly about 
' ^he queen their fitter; that they expeded every 
moment an exprefs with the news of her ma- 
jefty's ' delivery ; and that all preparations had 
been made to celebrate the happy tidings. .Ac- 
cordingly the^uns were drawn out before the 
palace, and the fire-work^ were ready^ They 
dropped fome compliments concerning my 
Hiftory; and told me, they hoped I fliould 
find fome amufement in Strelitz. I then re- 
turned with the marihal to the antichamber, 
Vher« I fojand b^rpn De^ij-?. I cannot ex- 
prefs 
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prefs the pleafure I felt at feeing this noble-* 
man, for whom I had fo profound a rei^eft, 
from the knowledge I had of his moil amia* 
able qualities. So agreeable a fight, in fuch 
a difiant p^urt of the world, cheared my heart, 
and in^ired me with the moft lively fenti- 
ments. We had not time to converfe much j 
the baron only told me, in ihort, that fo long 
as I chufed to fiay at Strelitz I was to dine 
and fup at his highnefs's table ; that he ex- 
pefted me to breakfaft always with himfelf ; 
and that he fhould be glad to introduce me 
to his lady, having changed his condition fince 
. his return frotn London. I had been already 
acquainted by count de Bothmar, that the 
baron had married a lady of exquiiite beauty. 
In the midft of our converfation the trainpet 
founded^ to iignify that his highnefs Was go-^ 
ing to dinner. 

The duke and the princefi his i|fter foon 
after appeared, holding each other arm in ^ns, 
feveral ladies followed, and the gentlemen lead-? 
ing up the train, they all entered a handfome 
faloon, where we faw about twenty covers. 
Before the company fat down,^ the marihal of 
the court, with one of the pages, advanced 
towitrds the table, while the reft of the comr 
pany flood round : the page faid grace vith 
an audible voice, and then the duke took his 
place J the princefs his fifter fat on his right 
hand, and one of the court ladies on his kftr 

Th? 
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The teft fat down to table without any difUnC- 
tion of perfons. Baron Dewitz placed himfclf 
oppofite the duke and princefs, and made me 
fit next to him, in order to have the opportu- 
nity of converfing eithei: with their highneffes 
or Tiimfelf with more eafe. The company con- 
fifted chiefly of the gentlemen of the bed-cham- 
ber, the ladies of honour, and the officers on 
guard. Our entertainment was a fbup, with 
three courfes and a defert. Among other varie* 
ties there was excellent venifon, of which they 
have great plenty, but they do not feem to be 
over-fond of it. We had abundance of wines, as 
French white wine, claret, old hock, champagne, 
and burgundy ; but their common drapght is 
the French white wine, which when of a pro- 
per age, is cxcelleiit in its kind. The claret^ 
which they call Pontac, is indifferent; but 
their burgundy is Very good, and I gave it 
the preference. An officer ftands with the 
liquor on a beaufet in a comer of the hall, 
where he fills out to the fervants : thefe are 
the pages, heydukes, footmen, &c. &c. who 
fiand behind the company, and take the glafs 
out of your hand, whenever you prefent it 
them for liquor. Some of the gentlemen in 
waiting always carve, and after helping their 
highnefles, they fend a plateful round to each 
of the company. The whole is done with 
great eafe, and difpatch* I obferved that a 
page always holds a plate under the duke's 

glafs 
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g^afi whenever he drinks. No healths w^f# 
tOafted; this cnftom being laid. afide at great 
tables, except that the dnke drinks to the 
king and queen of Great Britain juft before he 
rifes from dinner. I had alnnioft forgot to 
mention to you, that we had very good beer, 
of his highnefs's own brewing, which come* 
from the neighbouring town of Mirow, where 
her majefty was bom. There was alfo fome 
!Elnglifli beer, which the duke is very fond 
of i and he has it iii bottles from Ham- 
biu*g; I reckon that dinner lafted about an 
hour and a half, during which time the 
whole company converfed with the greateft 
^edom and hilarity. Their ferene highneffes 
did not fit at the head, but in the middle o£ 
the tables When the company had dined, the 
duke made a fignal, and they dl rofe. The 
fame page again^ with the marlhal of the 
court, drew near the table, and returned God 
thanks, when their highneffes, arm in arm^ 
withdrew to another apartment. They drank 
coffee ftanding, which was ferved by the 
pages and the heydukes. Thus they cOnverfed 
near half an hour, during which their ferene 
highneffes and the ladies a£ked me fevend quef- 
tions concerning England. In about half 
an hour their highneffes retired, and baron 
Dewitz introduced me, firft tp his fifter and 
the ladies of honour, and then to moft of the 
officers belonging to the court. 
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t fell more particularly into converfatiorf 
witK counfellor Reinhard, a gentleman or 
great eminence in this country. He is a mem- 
ber of the privy council, and one of the judges 
6f their cburt of Chancery. He fpeaks moil 
European languages, and even Englifh tolcr- 
ably well, thdugh he n^vfer was out of hif 
Owii country. M. Reinhard invited mc to lai 
houfe, where he fliewcd me his library, which 
is well chofen, and confifts of books in moft 
bnlnches of learning. The counfellor is a living 
library hinlfelf, a helttic libroruntj a real prodigy, 
of erudition : but the laws and governmen£ of 
the Empire in general, and of his own country 
in particular, are now become his principal ftu* 
dy. He talked to me a good deal about the 
Engliih conftitution, and the forms obferved in 
our courts of juftice. Some doubts Iftarted con- 
cerning the government of Mecklenburg, iind 
he fome with regard to that of England, which 
we endeavoured to folve to our mutual fatis- 
faftion, I thought myfelf very happy in the 
company of fo agreeable and learned a gen- 
tleman ; when a clergyman entered the room, 
who,, as the counfellor told me, had been 
preceptor to the ducal family, and confequent- 
ly concerned in the education of her majefty. 
This was M. Gentzmer, redor of the town 
of Stargard. He is a very pleafant old gen- 
tlemanj of found morality and^ learning. 
His ftudies are directed chiefly towards and- 
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quities and natural hiftory; and he is Md tcf 
have the beft collecHon of foflils, minerals, 
and curious ftones, of any perfon in thia 
country. He foUicitoully enquired after her ma- 
jcfty's health, and then entered into the civil 
and natural hiftory of Mecldenburg. Thus the 
evening pafled very agreeably, when M. Rein- 
hard's fervant came to acquaint us that the 
duke's coach was at the door to carry us to 
court* 

We found his highne& fat cards in the 
prefence-chamber^ with fome of his officers. 
There were other tables in that and the ad- 
jacent apartment for the company, moft of 
whom played at whift, and fome few at 
quadrille. Baron Dewitz was^ there; but in 
the evening he conies only to talk with the 
duke about the bufinefs of his department, 
and thqii goes home to his lady. At nine 
the trumpet called the family to fupper, and 
the fame ceremony, as to the grace, was 
obferved as at dinner. The princefs is not ii^ 
the beft health, and therefore does not come 
down ftairs at night; fo that in her ftead 
the duke leads one of the ladies of honour 
by the arm, generally madam deKolboth. Thef 
number of dilhes at fupper was much the 
fame as at dinner. The duke talked to 
me with great aflFability, and feemed high- 
ly pleafed with the account of my progreft 
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tki'bugh the country of Mecklenburg. Wc 
irofe from table in lefs than an hour ; the duke 
taking madam Kofboth again by the arm^ 
Withdrew to the prelence-chamber, followed by 
, the reft of the gentlemen and ladies. There wc 
converfed ftanditlg above half an Hour, when 
his highnefs mad^ a bovf to thd company, and 
We all retired. This is the manner of living 
tvery day at coui*t, without any material al- 
teration, except that on fome folemnities of 
feftivals there it*e four courfes inftead of three* 
*rhe diike^s coach canied me home to my 
lodgingi Before I fell afleep, I heard the 
Watch founding thek hom> is they cry the 
hour, which is the cuftom throughout this 
countfy. They alfo chant fome religious 
verfes, to fumifli matter for nodurnal medi- 
tation. The next mofnlng I waited on baron 
Dewitz, according to agreement, about nine 
O^clock, in order to breakfaft with him. This 
is his Icifore-time of chatting, before the 
hotir of attending the btifinefs of his depart^ 
ment. Here he aflured me moft cordially of 
the great pleafure he had in feeing me, and 
approved very much of my expedition to 
Mecklenburg. He told me, that their ferene 
iiighneffes were aMb pleafed with my coming, 
and would ufe all endeavours to procure me 
farther materials for completing my fecond 
volume. As to amufement, he faid I ihould 
Vol. L Y want 
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want for none ; and that the whole court^ 
and himfelf elpccially, would ftudy to ren* 
der my ftay agreeable. I leave you to ima- 
gine how much I was pleafed with this friend- 
ly declaration; and indeed I wanted words, to 
cxprcfsmy acknowledgment 

In the midft of this difcourfb madam De^- 
witz came into the room^ and the baron pre- 
fcnted mc to his lady. I rofe and kifled her 
hand with awful reverence ; for I was great- 
ly flxuck at the fight of fo much fweetnefs, 
innocence, and b^uty. This lady is very 
young, not above twenty ; her maiden name 
is Barleben, and Ihe is daughter of a noble- 
man of that name, whofe eftate lies at a 
place called Genzkow, in the diftridl of Star- 
gard. She is of a middling ftature, a very deli- 
cate make, and moft engaging deportment* 
Her complexion rivals the Parian marble, and 
the bloom of the damaik rofe over-fpreads 
her cheeks. Her face is rather round, than 
ov^l ; her eyes are black, and fparkling like 
diamonds ; her forehead large ; her eye-brows 
auburne, and forming a beautiful arch ; her 
mouth little, with lips of a rofy hue ; and, ip 
fhort, the Graces feated in every part of her 
lovely countenance. When flie came to fpeak, 
hearing gave new pleafure to the fight, but a 
reverential pleafure. 

Like 
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Like a calm Ifea, which to th' enlarged view. 
Gives pleafure> but gfives fear and reverencSd 
too. 

Befides her own language, fhe fpeaks very 
good French, and expreffes herfelf with fuch 
fwectnefs of voice, and fo graceful a fmile^ as 
are inimitably ftriking. In ihort, her looks, her 
mien, her deportment, her voice, announced 
her fomething more than human ; and I eon- 
fefs that I gazed upon ^ler, for a few moments, 
as on an angelic form, dropped down from the 
heavenly abodes. 

This you will call, perhaps, a poetic flight j 
yet the portrait, I aflure you, fell fliort of the 
original. I was in a kind of rapture, and had 
fcarce recovered myfelf when we fat down to 
breakfaft. A variety of fubjeds came upon the 
carpet, and the baron gave me the whole hiftory 
of his courtfhip and marriage, which was con*- 
eluded in a month. He alfo entertained me 
with feveral anecdotes concerning the moft 
eminent courtiers. As I was going away M. 
Genzmer, the* antiquarian, came in j and after a 
fliort converfation, the baron deiired him to 
condud me to the Rev. Mr. Mafch, fuperin* 
teodant of Strelitz. This is the name the Lu- 
therans give to the chiefs of their clergy, aiad 
which anfwers pretty much in power and jurif- 
didion to that of biihop. 

Y i . The 
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, The fuperintendant was at home, ^Oid 
deceived me with all the marks of good- 
Batiire. He is a tall handfome man, be-^ 
Ween forty and fifty, of a pleafant open 
€Oimtenaiice, and moft chearful difpofition.. 
He was born at Befijritz, a fiziaU town be* 
tween New Brandenburg ^ and FriecHand^ 
where his father, alfo a minifier| is ftffl livings 
at the age of eighty-fix. For learning and pie- 
ty few can' equal, but none excel him.. He 
underftands Engli&, but does not ipeakit; yeft 
is very converfant with our bcft writers. They 
reckon him the^ beft preacher iij th^ whole 
country ; and he is greatly eftecmed by the 
duke and all ranks of people. He is married 
to a Tery agreeable lady, by whom he has fe* 
vcral fine children. The houfe in which he 
* fives is a handfbme commodious building, but 
fadongs to the duke, who has a£gned it for 
ihc refidenceof the chief ecclefiaftic of his do^ 
ttimionsr The fuperintendant i» one of thole 
diftinguifhed perfonages who dine at court 
when they pleafe ; but he does not often make 
ufe of the privilege, on account of its break- 
ing too much into his time, which he ap? 
plies moft clofely to his domeftic concerns, 
his ftudies, and his paftoral funftion.. He was. 
pleafed to Ihew me his library, which is a very 
large and well chofen coUedion. Among the 
curiofities in the typographical Mray, the chief 
V9t I. Laftantius's Inllitutes, the firft book 
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printed at Roftock, 1476. 2. A treatife of St. 
Auftin de cojifiiiluTttiorum &Virtatum^ printecl at 
Nuremberg, 1467- j. A treatife ^il? JW, & 
Chri/f. CoTVDerf. with a btQl of pope Nicholas 
dated 1447* 4. An edition of the Vulgate, 
printed at Bafil in 1487* 5. The Vulgate edi- 
tion of the New Teftament, €um Comment. Ly-^ 
rani J Norimb. 1475. 6. The Pentateuch, Jolhua, 
Judges, Kings, and the New Teftatncnt, printed 
at Wittenberg, 1526, a very fcarce copy, and 
fuppofed to have been publifhed by Luthen 
7. A Dominican Miffal, printed at Venice, 1500, 
by John Emeric de Spira. 6. Breviariam Halber^ 
fiat. edit, ab Alberto Marchione Brand. Archiep. 
Mag. & Mog. 9. Margarita Decreti imprejf. Af^ 
gentimty per Joan. Rufs^ 1487- He alfo fliewed 
me fome very ancient records of the towns of 
Ratzeburg and Friedland. 

After we had converfed a good deal on litera- 
ry matters, ftL Genzmer fet out for Stargard, 
where he told me he fliould be glad to fee me, 
and the fuperintendant and I went to dine at 
court. The princefs was a little indifpofed, and 
did not appear that day in public ; but the dube 
came at the ufual hour, and with the ufual ce- 
remonies. He was drcfled in crimfon velvet ; 
and I have fince obferved that he is different- 
ly apparelled almoft every day. There were 
two ftrangers at table, both of them no- 
blemen of Mecklenburg, baron Raven and ba- 
fon Gam^ The latter, who i» ^hai^iberkin to 
Y 3 th? 
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the king of Denmark, is a tall handfome nMiii, 
of a grave deportment, and well verftd in 
' public affairs, havipg been employed, if I 
am not miftaken, by th^t monarch, as miniftcr 
to the court of Spain. He is the laft of his f^- 
mily^ a yery noble family indeed, being dc- 
fcended from the famous Gam, who wa? hang- 
ed by duke Henry the Lion, of Saxony, for his 
fteady and invariable adherence to his unfor- 
tunate fovereig^ Prib;flaus. At dinner the 
company were free and jchearful, and every 
thing paffed in the fame agreeaW? manner as 
the preceding day. 

The duke is entirely void of pride or fliffnefs, 
ponverfing in fuch a manner with .thofe about 
him, as to remove all conftraint. I begin to he 
^cquaipted with the company, and the ladies in 
particular behave to me with extraordinary pp- 
litenefs and affability. After dinner I retired 
with the fuperintendant, who carried me to 
fee his neighbour, Dr. Verpoo^-tei^, p^yficia[n 
tq hi^ ferene highnefs. The doctor and his 
lady received us very politely, and entertaiq- 
e4 us with variety of refrefhments. Dr. 
Verpoorten is a middle-fized man, of a very 
fwarthy complexion, hut regular features, and 
^ grave countenance. He is rather baflifql in 
his carriage, confidering that he is a (;our- 
tier, and, as I am told, a favourite of the duke. 
He >vas born at Coburg, in the circle of Franco- 
jji^ 311^4 ^ father was phyiician to the princ^ of 
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that name. The fon entered as phyfician into 
the fervice of the father of the prefent duke 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz, has continued to 
aft in the fame quality to his highnefs, and 
is much refpefted and beloved for his integri- 
ty and abilities. His wife is daughter to the 
famous M. Denner, a painter at Hamburg, who 
has been much talked of for his religious prin- 
ciples as a Mennonift. Mrs. Verpoorten fpeaks 
pretty good Englifh, having been over in Eng- 
land with her father when fhe was young, and 
has ever fince retained the language. She learn- 
ed alfo to draw of her father, and is reckoned 
a very good limner, of which flie has given 
convincing teftimonies. The doctor, after cof- 
fee, took lis into his cabinet, where he fliewed 
us a great number of artificial and natural ra- 
rities ; but his chief coUeftion is in ajl forts of 
curious ftopes, of which he has a prodigious 
variety, rough and polilhed, His fofEls and 
fhells are alfo worth notice. I n^Ver faw 
fo many Cornua Ammonis, all from the neigh* 
bourhood of Coburg : the colleftion was be- 
gun by his g^a^dfathe^, and the dodor himfelf 
has been#very diligient in improving it. From 
thence Mrs. Verpoorten led us to her gal- 
lery of pidures, moft of which were done by 
her father. There are fome good pieces alfo 
by herfelf ; and among the reftja portrait of 
her majefty before her marriagCj wh;ph i^ 
reckoned a very good likenefs, 
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It was now paft fix o'clock, and I ha4 
promifcd the ladies to be at court in the 
evening, in order to make a party at cards ♦ 
I was therefore obliged to take my leave j 
and making what hafte I could, I found the 
ladies, with fome of the Officers and gentle- 
men in waiting, who ^11 entered into a fa- 
miliar difcourfe with mc. Prefently aft^r 
came the barons Gam and Raven, who join- 
ed converfation. 

The duke appeared in the prefence-chambei^ 
exactly at feven, which is his ufual hour of 
evening relaxation, and he plays till nine. 
There were fpveral tables in that and the 
adjacent room. The duke, the two barons, 
and captain Pleffe, an officer of the guards, 
played at one table; and at the next I had the 
honour of being feated with thr^^e court ladies, 
mademoifelle Dewitz, madam Kofboth, and 
mademoifelle Rauchbar. We all played at 
whift, which is become the fafliionablc game 
of this place. At the duke's table they phy 
for half-crowns, bijt at ours we onhjr played 
for about a fliilling'a corner. The duke likesf 
pards as an amufement, but is an enemy tQ 
deep gaming. Baron Dewitz came to talk to 
his highnefs, as ufual, before fupper, but foon 
after went home. Before the duke rofe fron^ 
the card table, an officer prefented to him 
a paper, mentioning the names of firangers 
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who arrived that day at Strelitz; the duke 
read it aloud to the conjipany; and this is 
the praftice every night. After we had fupr 
ped, and taken our leave of his highnefs, 
the two barons. Gam and Raven, went home 
with me in the fame coach ; for they lodg^ 
ed at burgomafler Strubing's. Baron Gam^ 
as I mentioned to you before, is a very fen- 
fible nobleman : I am forry he has no 
thoughts of marrying ; for as he is the laft of 
that worthy family, it is likely to be extind, 
He talks of felling his eftate in Mecklenburg, 
and retiring entirely to Denmark, for what 
reafon he did not chufe to mention. We chatted 
a good deal in our way home, and aJFterwards 
in his apartment, till it was time to betake our- 
Celvcs to repofe. 

The day following, after breakfafting as ufu- 
al, at baron Dewitz's, the baron fhewed me his 
lad/s picture, and his own; both which are 
extremely well done. I went from thence to 
fee counfellor Reinhard ; and in palling thro* 
the duke's garden, I faw his highnefs on foot, 
in a green velvet great coat, trimmed with 
gold, attended by two hey dukes; he went up 
towards the Parade, to view his troops^'who 
were going to mount guard. The counfellor 
and I entered into a clofe converfation, when 
Dr. Verpopi-ten came in ; and we walked out 
together, to view the palace, and pay feve- 
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ral vifits* Before dinner I had the honour of 
prefentipg a copy of my Vandalia to his ferenc 
liighnefsy and he was pleafed to receive it with 
the utmoft benignity j he condefcended eyea 
to exprefs how much his family were indebt^ 
cd to me^ for the pains I had taken in writings 
and in coming fo far to illuftrate their hiftory. 
After dinner I performed the fame compU* 
ment to the princefs, in a private atpartment j 
her highnefs received me with equal goodnefs, 
paid me the fame compliment^ and withal told 
me, that fhe hoped my book would be ufeful to 
her in her endeavours to learn the Englilh lan- 
guage. The reft of the afternoon I fpent in 
making vifits^ and at the ufual time, I came 
to play at cards at the palace. 

The duke did me the honour to make mc 
one of his party^ with two of the court la- 
dies ; we played at whift, and I find that his 
highnefs underftands it perfectly well. I have 
had the honour of playing with him fince at om- 
bre*wnd I perceive that he has altogether Tejprit 
dejeu ; yet, as I tpld you before, he does not 
encourage gaming. I went home with the two 
barons, and muft own that I have greatly im- 
proved in their converfation. 

You fee I am now initiated at the court of 
Strelitz. My manner of life is pretty uni- 
form : I rife between feven and eight, breakfaft 
with baron Pewitz at ninejj naake vifits till 

twelve J 
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twelve ; then drefs and go to dine at court at 
one, ftay there till three, walk and vifit tiH 
feven, play at cards at court till nine, fup, and 
retire between ten and eleven. Thus I am pret- 
ty well enabled a connoitre le terrein\ I Ihall 
therefpre attempt to give you a regular account 
of this court, with the charaders of the prin- 
cipal perfonages; but firft t)f all I apprehend it ^ 
will be proper to fend you a defcription of 
the town of Old Strelitz, as well as of this 
princely rejQdence. 

Old Strelitz is fituatfed in a large plain, al- 
^loft furrounded with moraffes. The adjacent 
country is a fandy foil; but a fine foreft extends 
itfelf in the neighbourhood towards Stargatd, 
abounding with- all forts of game. Strelitz, 
in the Venedic or Sclavonian language, figni- 
fies a javelin or huntfman : and from thence 
the town is fuppofed to have derived its 
nam^ ; for, in all probability, the ancient kings 
of the Obotrites had a hunting-feat in this 
neighbourhood. Strelitz was only a village 
till the year 1349, when it was erefted into 
a town by Otho and Ulric, counts of Furften- 
berg, and of the noble family of Dewitz, on 
whom it was conferred, together with the 
county of Furftenberg, by John and Albert 
dukes of Mecklenburg: but upon the dif- 
gsace of the above counts of Furftenberg, it 
jlevolved again to the ducal family. 

The 
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The founders favoured it with many privi-^ 
leges, which have been fince confirmed by the 
dukes of Mecklenburg. This place has often 
buffered by fire, like all the other towns in 
this country ; yet was chofen by duke Adol- 
jAus Frederic II. tha firft of the line of Stre- 
KtZy for his rcfidence, on account of a com- 
modious palace. Since that time Strelitz in- 
creafed in buildings; new ftreets were open- 
ed, the old houfes pulled down, and others 
of better architefture fubftituted in their room. 
The town is of a moderate circumference, the 
.ftreets wide and regular; but the houfes are 
too low to make any figure. There is a pretty 
good market-place, and the inhabitants carry 
on a middling trade in cattle and hops. They 
have four fairs every year, which laft two days: 
on the firft they fell cattle, and on t!he others 
all forts of merchandize. The pariih-church 
it a tolerable good ftrufturc, but contains no- 
thing remarkable, There are a great number 
of Jews in the town, who have lately buiit, 
with the duke> permiffion, a very handfomc 
fynagogue, 

In the year 17 12, Adolphus Frederic IH. duke 
of Strelitz, and his whole fan^ily, narrowly es- 
caped t)erifhing in a great fire, which broke' out 
in the night, and burned down the old palace, 
with all its coftly i^irniture and valuable effefts. 
In confequence of this misfortune, his ferenc 
highnefi began to erefl: a fumptuous palace, iii 
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172^, about two Englifli mfles from the town 
of Strelita, in a very plealant fituation, at a 
place called GlieBeke, which before was his 
hunting-feat In the year 1733, he thought 
proper to found a new town adjoining to the 
palace, and ordered it to be called by the 
name ^ New Strclitz, This new town is 
laid out in a moft regular manner, in the fbnn 
of a fiar ; the centre is a fpacious market* 
place ; and hom thence a number of fircets 
tn-anch out in firaight lines : the chief oaa 
leads t^ the paUce,. and is called Falace^beet ; 
the next to ^c water-fide> where a pleaiknt 
laka attrai^ the eye. The buildiiig^ in the£ip 
two flreets are elegant and coounodious^ and 
kk feme of the others theire are handfbme 
houfes^ The d^e gives gveat encouragement 
to huttdecs} fo that by this mesani^ and the 
number of n^^ty who come to Hvc jurar 
the court, the town enlv^^eviery day; i^oce 
it is im^ned by many, thaH the buil^ 
ings will iit time i^ch to CAA Stretttss^ ajad 
both togc^ther o^n&itiate onelai^ haodfome 
city. 

The air of this new town is clear and whole- 
fome, and the water alfo of a falubrious qua- 
lity. There are feveral inns, and two very good 
ones, belonging to two coufins, both of the 
name of Strubing ; one the burgomafter, where 
I lodge, and the other the poftmafter. The 
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inhabitants keep their accounts in dollars and 
fchiUings: a dollar is about four {hillings EnglijDb, 
a {chilling a penny ; but the {ilver here current 
being more mixed with alloy than that in the 
duchy of Mecklenburg Schwerin, and at Ham- 
burg, is called light money. Their gold coin is 
chiefly ducats and pi{loles. One thing baron De- 
witz has afliired me, that a dollar in this country 
will go as far, that is, will purchafe as much as 
a pound {lerliug in London ; and you know he 
lived there long enough to judge of the dif- 
ference. Indeed, provi{ions here are in great 
plenty, and all excellent in their kind. • They 
have two forts of beer ; one, the common 
draught, called town beer; and the other 
brewed at Ruppin in Brajidenburg, which is 
ftronger and dearer ; but they are both very 
good. The former, I am told, comes from 
Mirow, where the brewery is in the hands of 
the duke, which makes a great part of his re- 
venue ; and I remember it the fame in Bava- 
ria. But, that you may be a better judge of 
the plenty and cheapne{s of provifions, I will 
give you the following lift of their prices. 
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F rices of ProviftonSy and other Necejaries^ at New^ 
StrelitZy OSl. i. 17 66. 

Wheat, per bufhel, ^ r 24 

Rye, • 

Wheaten flour, per meafure, 

Rye ditto, ■ 

Salt, 

Fifteen eggs, — — — — — 

A load of hard wood, — 

Ditto foft wood, 

Beef, per pound, ■ — 

Mutton, ditto, 

Veal, ditto, • — 

Pork^ ditto, — — 

Large fifli, per pound, — - — 

Small fifli, ditto, 

Butter, per pound, — — "^ 

Olive oil, — — 

Calk candles, . . — 

Drawn cancUes, - — " 

Dutch cheefe, ^ • — ~ 

Comntion cheefe, — . ' 

White foap, per pound, > — — ^ 

Green foap, ditto. 



iFrench brandy, per pdt. 
Corn brandy, ditto, - 
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DoKar, StUA 

Town beer, per pot,. -— — o i 

Ruppin, ditto, ^^ — — o 2 

Rofiock viaegar, per pot, o i 

Agoofe, — — ■ ■■■■■■■ — *— _ o ifi 

A duck, ' ' , -> - ^ o 8 

A fowl, — ■'"^ — ^ f ■ o 6 

A couple of chickens, — - — o 6 

A couple of pigeons, — — o 4 

N. B, The dollars and fchillings here arc 
in light money ; fo that the dollar is not ex- 
adly four fhillings, nor the fchilling exadly a 
penny, but one-fourth lefs. 

The chief buildings in the town of New 
Strelitz have been crefted by the late duke, 
and his prefent highnefs, for the accommoda^ 
tion of the diflFerent officers belonging to the 
houfhold. I There are public ftrudures for 
lie courts of juftice, the confiftory, the mint, 
and the chamber of finances. His higjhnefs is 
likewife upon the point of building a hand- 
fome parochial church, with a town-houfe, iu 
the great market-place, which will greatly add 
to the beauty of New Strelitz. 

But the principal ornament of this capital 
is the magnificent palace, erefted here, as I 
mentioned to you before, by duke Adol- 
phus Frederic in. in 172^. The reverend Mr. 
Mcifch has favoured me with a plan of this 
elegant ftrufture, of his own drawing. The 
fituation is delightful, on a rifing ground, and 
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fell, with a deef park in front, and a fpaci- 
ciis garden^ with '^ beautiful lake at the back* 
It is a quadfangula^ pile, built chiefly of ftone, 
three ftories high, reckoning the ground- floor ; 
the architefture extremely light and elegant. 
Two large wings pfojed from the main body 
in a ftrait line, beti^een which is a fpacious 
area or court. The wings are fixty feet each in 
length, and the main body one hundred and 
twenty. The court chapel is in the right wing^ 
and in the left is the grand faloon. The prin- 
cipal ftair-cafe is latge aiid light, leading to 
a hsfcndfome hall, where the duke commonly 
dines. Contiguous tQ this hall, on the right 
hand, are two rooms, from whence you pafs to 
tht prefence-chamber, and his highncfs's private 
apartmentjs. Theprefence-chamberis extremely 
t)eautiful, being of a due proportion, and the 
furniture of the higheft contrivance and ele-» 
gance : in the middle is a rich chair of ftate, irr 
tended^ as I fuppofe, for public ceremonies ; but, 
tho' there have been fome here in my time, I ne* 
ver faw hi» highnefe fit in it. On the other fide 
of thf haU are feveralgood rooms, which lead 
to a kin4 of gallery, and from thence you ad- 
vance to the grand faloon. This is really a mag- 
nificent piece, decorated with ftucco, gilding, 
and every other embelliihment. It is lofty 
and fpatiotts, about fixty feet long and forty in 
breadthf with ^ gallery for the mufic. This 
Vgjb* I. Z grand 
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grand room is ufed only on feftivals, whei| 
there are balls and aflemblies; and then it i& 
cufiomary for the duke and the whole court 
to dine and fup there. The next floor is af- 
figned for her ferene highncfe's apartments, asf 
well as for thofe of the duke's brothers whes 
they come to Strelita, and thoie belonging to 
the dames de cour, or ladies of bonbur. On 
the ground -floor lodges the marfiial of the 
court, baron Zeftcrfleth, whofe, aparti:nent is 
neat and elegant. - Proceeding from thence to,- 
wards the garden, on the left hand you fincj 
the grand apartments, which ar^abfolutely 
fuperb. The cieling confifts of compartm^its^ 
curioufly wrought in flucco, the &ies enrifiihed 
with piftures, glafles, and othdr orns^ments; 
and the furniture quite new, rich, and well? 
chofen. The chairs are all lined with crimfon 
damaflc, edged and flowered with gold ; and^ 
indeed, the whole is very fplendid. 
. On the right-hand, oppofitc to thefe apart- 
ments, are feveral rooms, full of curiofities 
and valuable moveables, but not ranged in pro^ 
per order. Among other things IbeheM with 
admiration, a complete fervice of phelfea por^ 
celane, rich and beautiful in fancy -beyond ex- 
preflion. ^ I really never faw any Drefden ppr- 
cclane near fo fine : her majefty made a prefent 
of this choice coUedion to the duke Her brother; 
a prefent worthy of fo grczi ^ princefe. Tht 
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tbaiiiel' on this fide is beautifully finHKed, but 
lM>t crowded with ornameats; the ^vlpit is 
Qver the altar, and round the whole runs a gal- 
lery for the duke's houihold and the nobility j 
but the part fronting the pulpit is appropriat- 
ed to his ferene iiighnefs. 

Froni the back-gate of the palace you de^ 
fcend by a haadfome flight of ftone fteps into 
the garden, where the eye is immediately pre- 
iented with a charmtng landfcape. Before you 
is a beautiful parterre, leading to a double 
row of treeSy which form the grand avenue : 
thiais terminated by a handfdme terrace, with 
a gradual Hope to the edge of a fpacious lake, 
©n the oppofite bank of which you behold a 
pretty village ; and farther on is a vaft tra6t 
of foreft land, outftretching the fight. On each 
fide of the grand avenue are groves and al- 
leys, with a variety of labyrinths ; and a cu- 
rious grotto- on the right hand, much admired 
for it$ jttiell-^work. In this fame grand avenue 
you fee feveral ftatues, copied from antiques, 
and extremely well executed. On the right 
fide of the garden is the orangery, confifting 
<rf a fps^cious? faloon, elegantly built, and kept 
in good order. On the left is a kitchen gar- 
den, with pleafent walks and arbours. Before 
the palace is the Parade, a fpacious area ter- 
minating in the deer park. On the left of this 
Parade are fome public - offices ; and at a fmalF 
diftance the duke's coach- he^e, and ftaHes,^ 
Z ^ His 
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His highncfs has a number of carriages, fome of 
which are quite magnificent. His ftables are 
well flocked with horfes, tho' he feldom rides. 
His coach-horfes arc very beautiful, and he 
feems fondeft of his greys, which came from 
Holftein. Fronting the left of the garden is the 
riding-houfe, z very good building : clofe by 
are convenient ftniftures for the principal of- 
ficers ; at one of them lives baron Bulow, maf- 
ter of the hotfe ; and baron Dcwitz at the far« 
theft of all. Thefe houfes arc prettily fitBat-* 
cd, having a view of the lake, and of the 
duke's palace and garden. Towards the town 
the duke has lately caufed a palifade to be 
raifed round the garden, and from the back* 
door of the palace there is a covered - way, 
where a perfon may walk without being e*- 
pofed to the rain. I take this wholefome, ex- 
ercife every morning in the garden, after I 
come from baron Dewitz ; but I very feld#m 
fee any body here beiides myfelf ; and in gene- 
ral I have obfervcd that they are not fond of 
perambulating in this part of Germany. I took 
awalk^he other day to Old Strelit^ which is 
only two miles diftant from hence : their ferene 
highneflcs were both furprifed at my undertak- 
ing fo fatiguing a jo^mey, as they were pleafed 
to call it ; and the duke gave me a gentle 
reprimand for not ordering one of his coaches, 
I anfwered their highnefles^ that .we were ac- 
cuflomed to walk a good deal in £nglan4> and 
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that I was obliged to ufe every day twice that 
exercife, in order to keep myfelf in any toler- 
able degree of health. 

Thus I have given you, my dear friend, a 
fuccipd account of this princely refidence ; my 
next ihall be » po^traitij re of the chief per- 
fonages on this courtly theatre: I will fend 
you the out-lines of their characters ; but as I 
am not the befi limner, you will excufe any 
defeft in the colouring, if I have only preferv- 
ed a likenefs. I can aflure you, that I ihall mif- 
reprefent nothing; for you will ever find me a 
lover of truth, and invariable in the finccritj' 
ynt)x which I declare myself, ^ 

; Dear Sir, yours, &c. 
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StrtUtZt 03obir li, 47166. 
D E A R S I R^ 

ONE of the grcatdl politiciaiis of the 
prefent age, ius given us a fiightfiA 
pifture of the courts of princes, fufficient to 
render them OToft ^odious ^o^ycry man who 
has a regard to the principles of honour and 
virtue. «• Ambition * (he fays) mixed with, 
idlenefs, meannefs with pride ; a defire of riches 
without induftry j averfion to truth ; flattery, 
'perfidy, violation of engagements; contempt 
of civil duties ; fear of the prince's virtue, hope 
from his weaknefs ; but above all, a perpetual 
ridicule caft upon virtue, are the charafterftics 
by which moft courtiers, in all ages and coun- 
tries, have been conftantly diftinguifhed/' How 
juftly this reprefentation may be applied to the 
courts of powerful monarchs, where luxury 
an4 jcorruption have eftabliflied their empire, 

♦ Montcfguicu's Spirit of Laws, v. I, p. 34. laft edit. 
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1 ihall not pretend to determine ; but I can 
spenture to affirm that the court of Strelitz, fo 
■for from atifwering this defcription, is the very 
a^cverfe of ixrdia^idedus |u<aiire* They have 
•no ambitidniierE^ but that of ferving their 
jftince and cduntry; they idle not away 
ithdr time, but ad with the utmoft dili- 
jgence in their r^fpeftive departments ; they 
behave with a juft dignity and deoor«fn, 
avoiding the extremes of meannefs and pride ; 
they are content with their paternal fortunes, 
which fet them above the inordinate defire. 
of riches ; they are open and fincere, which 
renders them lovers of truth ; they have no 
occafion to cringe to a prince whofe averfi- 
on is flattery ; they have the higheft ideas of 
honour, and confequently are true to their 
engagements ; they have an inviolable , re- 
gard for all civil duties ; they have a love for 
their prince on account of his virtues, and 
efteem him for his capacity: to conclude, it 
may be truly faid that, inftead of encouraging 
the ridicule of virtue, this court is a pattern 
of morality and religion, a fchool of probi-^ 
ty and honour, a feminary of politenefs, and 
in fine, the feat of every focial virtue. 

This, my dear friend, is no exaggeration, but 
a fiair portrait. The court of Strelitz, indeed, 
is not very numerous, but it is one, of the 
iQoft regular and moft agreeable of any in 
the whole empire. No private family i^ go- 
Z ^ verned 
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verned with more order ; and perhaps no pnnce 
is ferved by abkr officers,, and with greater 
diligence and affedion* Many of the gentle* 
men employed in the civil department, wimld 
do honour to. the firft couit in Europe for 
their integrity and abilities; I intend to de* 
4ineate fome of thdr chara^^cars, but firft ihall 
givf you a fl^^tch of the prefent ftate of th< 
wurt. 
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COURT of STRELITZ/ 

The SOVEREIGN, 

His ferene highnefs Adoi4>h Frederic IV. 
Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, born the 
5th bf May, 1738, came to the fovereignty, 
upon the death of his uncle Duke Adolph 
l^'rederic III. the nth of December, 1752, 

Brothers and Sifters to his Rayal Kxghnefs* 

I. Charles Le\^is Frederic, bom tjie loth of 
Odober 174I9 a lieutenant general in the 
Hanoverian fervice ; he rcfides at Hanover. 

2# Emeft Gotlob Albert, born the 27th of Au* 
guft 1742 ; major general in the Hanoverian 

, Ibrvice ; he refides at Zell, bf which l^e is 
governor* 

3. George Auguftus, born the i6th of Auguft, 
1748, in the emprefi queen^s^ fervice ; He is 
upon his travels. 

4* Chriftiana Sophia Albertina, born the dth 
of December, 1^35. 

5. Sophia Charlotte, born the i6th oi^kxj 
1744, married to our moft gracious fove- 
reign King George III. the 8th of September, 
1761, and crowned the 22d of* September 
the fame year, 

The 
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The Duke's Household. 

Marjhal of the Cwr/,— His excellency baron Zef- 
terflcth, privy-counfellor. 

kayor of the falace:^ — Baron Demtz, ipJrivy- 
counfellor. 

Chief Cup-bmrtTj^ vacant.. . 

Rrjl Gentleman of the Bed-chamber^ — ^Baron Gento- 
Jcow. 

Gev^emen (f the Bed-chamber^ — Baron Charles 
Frederic Theodore Behnjicn. Baron Adolph 
Frederic Witacndorf. Baron Vidor Wil^m 
Oertz, Baron Botho Chriftopher Baltna- 
fkrBewiti. Bartholojna^tls Norihan, Wedige 
Eo&oti^ lieutenant of tihe body^gua^* 

Jismis de ia Qnir^ or Ladies rf /fcwctfr, —-Madam 
. de Koiblith. Madtmoifelle fde AcncKSban 

- Jylademaifelle de Dewitz« MaideinoUidi& de 

' '.iSetecr. 

fhjficiamr^JcAin Cluiftian WilUaift Verpbosten, 
court- counfellor. M. Hempel, feourt-^Mmo- 

, feRor. * '.'..' -,.; • 

Chief Surgeonj^M^aotkhe," • 

Pages^ — Frederic Curt Georjge Raminin, ftran- 

; tis Lewis Hadcrnftoiff, <Jhtiftiati Le\^i6 Al- 
tlt>ck, Adolph Frederic Albert HMt, ^i^e- 
iricEmeft Hart. 

M^Jhr (f tbff Fages^r-^^ jokn'iifacjdcs Pejatz. 

* iTbus. I tsapflsite S^hfs-'hat^tmmy ^hkh literally 
{ignifies. Captain oftheCafile.. . « 

fencing;-. 
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Fenctng-majler^ — vacant. 
Ldwigw^jg[e?-;mt^^,-^M, Schomincr. 
Danctng-majlerj — ^M. Dorty. 
yalets de Cbasdn^ — Mcffrs. Afari, JdameroiR% 

TfclMerpe, Gotfche, Ncuraam, 
Xjowrt Harhingeri—yi.^xt^. 
Court Trumpeters^ — Meffrs, Lutze, Gobbin^ Grci- 

nert, Henn^^ Bifehoff. 
Court Kettle-drunij — JM. Clemme. 
Bed-maker^ — M. Ilenderick, 
ikad Cooi^^-rMi* Dannehl. 
Cleri of the Kitchen^-^-M. Grapow. 
Owix,— .Meflrs. Ha^^elman, Hj^mf^hen, R0mhil4^ 

TUe. / 

AJfiftants^ — Meflrs, Bahr, Mimzel. . 

The DuKE*s Gelxar. 

Cup-bearers^ — M. Oeltzner, M. Schmidt. 
Gmtkmn Ct^^^r^-^M. WioMEQth. 
Confe6iioner^ — M. Schmidt. 

The Duke's Staples, 

Mafler of the ii&r/J,— Baron Bulow. 
Equerrifs^ — Baron Pleflfe, M. Si^nafcn. 
Riding-maflerj — M. Hempel. 
Coach'Tnafler^'-*^. SdhUfcht; " 
Sadler^T^U^ SchoU. 
Fernery— M* I^nzeli' 

Officert 
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Officers belonging to the Duke's Hunt, 

Great Hunt/man^ — ^vacant 

Gentleman of the Hunt^ — Bafon Behmen. 

Ftr/lForefler^—M.Bo\dt 

Secretary of the Forejls^ — M. Pegel. 

The Duke's Band of Music. 

Singers^ — ^Mrs. Cpghoen, Mifs Sonnen. 
Mufic-mafter^ — ^M. ZcUcr. 
Ftrjl Violin^— yL.SAdfA. 
^ecpnd and Traver/.—lH. M^y^r^ JVI, Richter. 
Harpfichord^ — M. Lyncke, * 
Frenchmboms^ — M. Erhardt^ M. Stoltzje. 
Fi^/wf^^/fc,— M. Brauer. 
Hautboy^ — ^M^ Henbrich. 

, The DuKE^s Chajpei^ 

Court Freacber, and Council of the Conftjhry^ — M. 

A.aMafch. 
Organifl^ — ^M, licmk^f 
Qerki^Vi, Gf antzow. 
S^;r/«>»,— M, Pcfcfch. . . : ^ 

Officers of the Civil Esi*ABLisHMENT. 

The Privy Councxu 

Frejident^ — His excellency baron Zeftcrfleth. 
M. Jacob! ; Baron Dewitz; M. Scip, chan* 
eery counfellor and archivarius. 

Secretary^ 
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Stcrejtary^ — M. Reinhard, chancery counfellor. 
Regijler^ — ^' Horn. * 

The Court of Exchequer. 

Preftdentj — ^His excellency baron Zefterffeth. 
Baron Dewitz, member of the privy council. 
Cmnfellors or Judges^ — M. Winnemer, M. Sche- 

ven, M. Reinhard, baron Gentzkow. 
Secretary^^^w^iCTint. 
Regifier^r—M. Cron. 
Commijfarius Camera^ — M. Quinkard. 

The Mint. 

Majier of the Mint^ — M. Lowe. 

The Court of Chancery for the Adminif^ 
tnition of Juftice. 

freftdenty — His excellency baron Zefterfleth. 
Counfellors or Jitdge^^ — M. Scip, baron Gentzkow, 

M. Gcrling, M. Reinhard, M. Goffel. 
Secretary J — M. Bluth. 

The C.nsistorial Court, relating to 
Ecclefiailical Affairs. 

Prejtdent^— His excellency baron Zefterfleth. 

Counfellors or Judges^ — M. Jacobi, M. Seip, the 
fuperintendant M. Mafch, and Mr. Gerling. ' 

Secretary^ — M. Horn. 

principal Ecckfiajiics^ — The reverend Mr. Mafch, 
fuperintendant of Strclitz, and preacher to 
his ferene highncfs ; > "^ 

Tae 
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The rev. Mr. Gcrling, reftorof New SU^a^tss; 
The rev. Mr. Eggers, re6ter of Old Si^elite, 
The rev. Mr. Leithaufer, reftor of Mirow. 
The rev. Mr; Gcnzmer, reftor of Stargard. 
The rev* Mr. Kirchftein, redor of New Bran-* 
deoburg. 

Officers of the Diet, or Provincial 
Assembly. 

Land Marjlfal^—B^vdn Hahn, . and baron Plccta^ 

who hold this poft by inheritance* 
Land Counfellor^ — Baron de Warburg. 
Deputies of the Circle of Stargard to the provincial 

Afembly rf Rojlock. 
from the Nobility^ — Baron Genzkow, and baron 

Jaatzke; 
From the Burghers^ — M. Schroder, burgomaftcr 

of New Brandenburg. 
Land'Syndicus^ — M. Piftorius. 
sSeCretaries and Notaries^ — M. Godemann^ andM. 

Crazius. 

The Duke's Body Guabj>s. 

CoioneU — Baron dc Craimn. 

Majors—Hi. de Rebeur. ^ 

Cia3&//M«,— M^Vette. 

LieutenanU^ — M. Kahlden, M. Kolbpth. 

Here 1 have given you a lift of the chief 
IJerfons employed in the diflFerent departments 
of the government j I Ihall now come to a 

nearer 
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ti4twt^r vkw of feme of thoii^ with whom I 
have the, hoppur of bcmg acqusuinted; andi 
tb^t this tafk may be performed with propec 
decorumy I ihall begin with their ferene high-^ 
acffea. 

The prefent dujke of Mecklenburg Strdyitss, 
Adolph Frederic IV. is twenty-eight years o£ 
age, very comely in his perfiM, of a middling 
ftature^ well proportioned, andr ftrong-built. 
He is of a fair cofBi^exion, an oval face, and 
rather lean thaa corpulent. His afpeA is fweet 
and engaging, zpd he wears hisr own hair, of 
a light brown. He has a. ff^cious forehead, 
lively blue eyes, and the other lineaments ex- 
tremely regular. In his deportment he h 
graceful and majeftic, yet behaving towarda 
thofe who approach him with great aflFability. 
Tho' he looks very healthy, he is rather of a. 
deficate conftjtutian^ and cannot endure much 
fatigue. In his diet he. is regular and fpar- 
ipg,.and feldom drinks above a pint of wine* 
He fets an example of chaftity, very rare 
in the prefent age, never indulging himfclf in. 
amours or intrjgucs, or gratifying his paffion 
at the iexpgAce of innocence and virtue. Thi& 
ui the. more extraordinary, as he is m the 
bloom of life, ;a^d^ not infeniiblp jto the charms, 
of bewty, The truth is, he Js .fincere in hi& 
?diigiQri,,.^ttd5l;rfBhaii:^thedjaiyp,af acprjinceta 
fet a good example to his fubjefts. On fun- 
days and feftivals he.- afllfts^ at Divine Service 

2 with 
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with the utmoft devotion, and all his boufe- 
hold imitate to good a pattern. Tet he i» 
quite free from affectation and bigotry^ has no 
prejudice on account of difference of opinion, 
and is a declared enemy of perfecution. Biit he 
is no enetny to innocent pleafure; for he is fond 
of balls and aflemblies, where he dances and 
plays at cards with the ladies, and appears 
highly delighted with their company. His 
magnificence is without profufencfs, and his 
entertainments without reftraint. I have of- 
ten heard him j(ay, Je ne gene ferfimncy & je 
ne veux pas etrt gini. As Knight of the Garter 
he always wears his blue ribbon, and he is like^ 
wife Knight of the order of the White Eagle. 
His table is open to the nobility of the coun- 
try, as well as to foreigners of any diftinfti- 
on. Thus he lives like a generous prince^ not 
inacceffible to his fubjeds, but difTuIing his 
goodnefs, and delighting in hofpitality and 
beneficence : yet his fin::n:es are managed with 
the greatcft order, and he has the ha^fnnefs 
of being affifted by miniilers perfeftly acquaint- 
ed with political oeconomy. PoffeiSsd of too 
much fenfe to value himfelf merely for hxs 
high birth, and fcnfiUe that gnatrari & nafti d 
frincifibus fortmtum eft ;* he is the farthcft 
of all princes from any appearance of va* 
fiity, or difdainlng to be taistcd with a vice 

• Ticit 
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isktierefit in none hut weak and fuperfiei^ 
minds. 

No pains have been fparcd to complete this 
prince's edi^cation. He is pofleffed of very 
good natural part^, ar quick ^ppjehenfip% 
found judgment, and comprehenfiye memory. 
He ftudied fame time at the iiniyerfity of 
Gripfwald, where he wasi rafifed to the digni- 
ty of rector ; on which occafion he made a 
nwft elegant Latin orationr^. Under the di- 
refticm of baron Dewitz> h^ improved him^ 
fclf afterwards in foreign . teivei A% Vm^ 
the celebrated abbe NoHef read Ud^\irc& of e2j> 
perimental philofe^y ter \mr^ j and froia 
other in£trud[0]rs he imbii>^ a true tafie in 
the polite arta. He i$ matter o| ievcr^l lanr 
guagcsf the French in j^yticiJaF he fpeaks 
with gre^ht purity and e^ie^ and is well verf- 
cd in the haJsan* He ufgs y^ry few diverfi- 
ons» neither does he {ktm to take fufficie^t 
exerciie fqx hi5 healths ^doaaa going ar 
hiinting or ihooting> but coi^teHtihg hinafclf 
with taking the air m hi$ chiriot Qn fuch 
occafions he mali^s no parade^ being Qnlj ^fy 
tended by on^ or two Huflara, His chief d*- 
verfion indeed is in doing good^ in expand^ 
ing himielf in aSa of bepeficenee towards hi$ 

^ This I baye by me, and am indebted for it to baron 
Dewltz. 
VoL.L A 4 fub- 
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iubjeds, whofe happinefs fecms to coniiitute 
the fole objcft of his ambition. They repay 
him with the utmoft gratitude ; he is pofleff- 
cd of ihtir love and afiedion; and never 
prince and people lived in greater harmony. 

His manner of life is pretty uniform ; he 
rifes about feven; breakfafts a little after eight; 
walks in the garden, or rides out in his cha- 
riot, till ten ; at which time he goes to the 
Parade, where he fees his foldiers exercife and 
mount guard : from thence he retires to his 
cabinet, where he either reads or confers with 
his minifters till twelve; drefles afterwards, and 
comes to the prefence-chamber a little before 
one ; and precifely at one fits down to din* 
ner, with the princefs his fifter. About three 
he retires, and perhaps takes another airing in 
his chariot, or fpends the afternoon in his 
cabinet,' till feven ; then he enters the pre- 
fence-chamber, where he diverts himfelf at 
cards. Before fupper he generally converfes 
half an hour with baron Dewitz, about bu- 
tiefs; and at nine he fups. At ten he rifes from 
table; and, after half an hour's cdnverfation 
with the ladies and gentlemen, he withdraws 
to his apartment 

The duke's fifter, princefs Chriftina, is in 
her one and thirtieth year ; tall and genteel in 
her perfon, round-faced, large blue eyes, and 
brown complexion. She is extremely well 
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jbaped) of an engaging carriage, and a moft 
graceful figure ; but a little marked with the 
fmall-pox. Her conftitution is rather delicate; 
but flie is very good-tempered, and endowed 
with fuch an afiability as wins the hearts of 
all thofe who h?ive the honour of approach- 
ing her perfon. She fpeaks good French, and 
with great fluency. Her countenance is dig- 
nified with an air of grandeur fuitable to ker 
rank, which flie tempers in converfation with 
a becoming fweetnefs : her words exprefs her 
judgment and found fenfe ; and good-breeding 
accompanies all her actions. 

Weaned from the vanities of the age, flie dif- 
covers her high birth only by folid piety and 
furprifing goodnefs of heart. The improvemen| 
of her mind has been ever her chifef ftudy ; fo 
that, without flattery, I may affirm her to be 
adorned with every accomplifliment fuited to 
htr fex. She dines conftantly with the duke 
her brother, but does not come down to fup- 
per, except on aflembly - nights, which ^ire 
Wednefdays and Sundays. Few ladies datnce 
with fo good an air as her highnefs ; but 
flie confines herfelf now to minuets, being, 
afraid of over-heating herfelf with country 
^dances. On aflembly - nights, after flie has 
danced a minuet, flie plays at whift ; and ge- 
nerally madam Winnemer, n\adam Bamewitz, 
and baron Dewitz are of the party. Her high- 
A a 2 nefs 
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nefs has been honoured with the Ruffian or- 
der of St. Catharine, the enfign of which, 
being a yellow ribbon, flie conftantly wears. 
She generally takes an airing in her chariot 
once a day, attended by madam Winnemer, 
who fcems to be her favourite. She reads a 

4 

good deal, and has lately begun to learn Ejpg- 
lifli. In fhort, her graceful and polite beha- 
viour cannot be exprefled ; like her brother, fhe 
has not the leaft pride ; nor does fhe zfkd^ aay 
pre-eminence, tho', befides her birth, highly en- 
titled to it by the luftre of her princely virtues^ 
Baron Zefterfleth, marlhal of the court, ha5, 
on account of his age and employment, the pri- 
ority of rank ; but in power and intereft baron 
Dewitz is the firft minifter, being poff^Eed of 
the chief diredion of public affairs. M. dc 
Zefterfleth is defcended from a noble family 
in the duchy of Bremen, who have long made 
a confiderable figure in that country. He en- 
tered early in life into the fervicc of the court 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz, and was gOTemof 
to the prefent duke's father, Charles Lewis 
Frederic, with whom he lived afterwjffds at 
iVfirow. You may judge from thence that 
M. de Zefterfleth is not young; he appears 
to be turned of feventyJ In his youth he muflf 
have been a very handfome man, and he has 
ftill the remains of an elegant form. He is 
tall and genteel in his perfon, and ftoops bufc 
I very 
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ytty little for a man of his years. His confti-. 
tbtion is rather delicate ; but he preferves hia 
health pretty well by great regularity and temper- 
in^e^ One would imagine from his hedic 
Ik^tigh, that he could not live long ; and when 
I have exprdflfed my uneafinefe at this fymp* 
torn, he anfwered, it did not fignify, for he 
had had it th^fe twenty years. His complexi-^ 
on is fair, and his afpeft grave, bordering in 
foine meaftire upon feverity. But this is only 
in appearafice ; for no man can be more affa- 
We aiid obligiiig than M. de 2^ftcrfleth, when 
yoti come to Converfe with him. He is a very 
good fcholar without any mixture of pedan- 
try^ and a fincere chriftian without the leaft 
leavcfti of difflmulation. By his office he is 
led into all the ceremonial funftions of. a 
courtly life ; yet he is a philofopher in his 
difpofition^ and a man of true folidity. His 
iiinocence of maimers is fuch as one would 
hardly expeft to fee amidft the pleafures 
of a cdtirt. tit is up at four in fummer, 
&aves[ himfelf without water, and never makes 
uftdf a glafs. No fervant ever faw him in 
an undrefs. He is fo modeft that in converf- 
ikg with the ladies h« will riot ^^rmit them 
tb touch his hands ; aAd \;dioB tUey attempt 
it out of pieafantry, he iecureS them ill his 
breeches m quits the field. His integrity is 
olmoft uj^ai^alldled^ and no man tiding cm 
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have a greater contempt for money. The du-^ 
chefs of Mecklenburg, her prefent insyefty's 
aunt, knowing that he had a fancy for a 
horfe of fome particular breed, and would 
not accept of it as a pfefent, ordered a perfon 
in her confidence to buy one, and deliver it 
to his groom, with diredions to fay, that 
it was a ftray horfe. M. de Zeftcrflcth be- 
lieved the ftory, but had the horfe cried ; and 
as he was not owned, every body concluded 
that the baron had a right to keep him ; but 
he was , of a diflferent opinion himfelf : the 
horfe, he faid, did not belong to him, and not 
having a particular owner, was become of 
courfe fublici juris ; therefore he would fell him 
and diftribute the money among the poor; 
which he did accordingly. What think you of 
this inftance of difintereftedncfs and integrity ? 
M. de Zeftet^eth now reaps the reward of his 
integrity ; he is beloved by the duke for the 
long fervices done to his family ; and he is re- 
vered and cftcemed by the public for thofo vir- 
tues which have adorned him in every ftage 
of life, and will accompany him to the 
grave. 

Baron Dewitz is a member of the pri- 
vy-council, and firft direftor or lord of the 
treafury. This nobleman is defcended from 
€ne of the moft ancient and illufirious fa- 
milies in the duchies of Mecklenburg and 
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Fomerania. The name is derived from the 
lordfliip or manor of Dewitz, fituated on 
the other fide of the town of Stargard. His 
anceftors for fome time enjoyed the coun- 
ty of Furftenberg, wjiich was ereded by Al- 
bert I. duke of Mecklenburg, in favour of 
the two brothers Otho and Ulric of De- 
witz, in company with whom duke Albert 
had been educated.. The county of Furften- 
berg was then of confiderable extent, contain- 
ing Strelitz, Furftenberg, Konau, Arenlberg, 
Wuftrow^ Drofedow, and fome other places, 
Strelitz is indebted to this family for its mu- 
nicipal exiftence, fince before this period it was 
only an infignificant village. The two counts 
founded a new town on this fpot, and favoured 
it with the privilege of wearing their own 
arms, which are three golden cups. But the 
dignity of counts of Furftenberg did not re- 
main long in the family : in the fpace of 
twenty years the indifcretion of the two bro- 
thers James and Gerrard Dewitz proved fa- 
tal to themfelves and their pofterity. Thefc 
noblemen were poflefied of cftates which lay 
partly in Mecklenburg, and partly in Pomera- 
nia, and confequently were held of different 
fovereigns. A war happening to break out 
between the two- dukes, the brothers above- 
mentioned unfortunately preferred the fide 
of Fomerania. Duke Albert reminded them 
of their obligation on account of the new 
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dignity which ht had cohlferred on thth: fami- 
ly ; but his rcmonftrafaie had no feffeft ; thty 
took the field in tcmjUtiaion with the duke of 
Poto^rania. In rcfrtittnent for their behaTiour^ 
duke Albert feized tKe county o^ Furitenberg-, 
and ftripped the two brothers of their new dig* 
iiity. The jfamily, howeVer, are ffill pofleffed 
of confiderable lands in Mecklenburg and Po* 
irerania; particularly in the latter they have 
the ancient eftate of Dabei*, Which thfe Pottie* 
ranian dukeS granted them, as an indeihnity 
for the lofs of Furftfeflbel-g. Frbih this place 
they affume the title of Schlofs-gef^ne^ lifually 
conferred on fuch as have a moated feat, en- 
tircled with battleni^hts. Thiere are fevet^l geUf* 
tlemen fulfeudam^ or reat vaflkls to this noble 
fkmily ; ohe of wfrom claims the right oif be- 
ing eled:ed proviliclail cdmifellor ift i^otfiei^liia« 
The houfe of Dewite hath alfo produced many 
illuftrious generalsi three of Whom fignalized 
themfelves in tlwc prefent century iti the Pruffiau 
fervice, another in Denmark, ahd another in the 
Imperial army fomc time before the ftefortn* 
ation ; the laft was alTo honoured with thts 
order of the Golden Fleece. The fame family 
has likewife giveti birth tb many able kniniflers 
and ftatefmen, among whom the nobleman ia 
highly refpeAcd at this a)urt di^Gsrv^es not the 
laft place. 

Baron Dewitz is of a tall ftature, thin habit 
of body, and fair compkauon. He has a rouitd 
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face, blue eyes, and noble prefence. His de- 
portment is engaging, mixed with good- 
nature and affability. He is lively without 
levity, entcrprizing without temerity, fober 
without parfimony, and religious without 
any bigotry^ or prejudice. Though a courtier, 
he is an enemy to flattery, and a ftrid 
bbfcrver of his word. In his air and in his 
aftions there is a franknefs and cahdour ex- 
tremely engagihjg. His behaviour fliews him 
the man of quality^ and it is impoffible to fur- 
pafs him in politenefs. In literature and the 
fine arts he has a very good tafte, and been 
ever ready to give all encouragement to men 
of learning. Carmen amat quifquis carmine digna 
gerit. His ftudies he performed at the Uni- 
Srerilty of Jena,.^here he diftinguilhed himfelf 
by his application and abilities. When he 
was only a ftudent, he publiflied a fliort diC- 
courfc in the Italian tongue, on the privileges 
of the ladies df Mecklenburg -^.-^ a difcourfe 
admired for its elegance. Befides German 
and Italian, he ^xpreflSss himfelf well in feveral 
oti>er languages, particularly Englifli and 
French. His natural pkrts he improved by 
foreign travel, wheh he accompanied the pre- 
•fent duke to Gripfwald, and afterwards in his 
lour through France and Italy. Upon the 

* / Princtpi^i Privikgj delh ^tntll ^onnt rfi Mecllen^ 
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happy nuptials^ of her majcfty, he came over as 
envoy extraordinary to the king of Great Bri- 
tain from both the courts of Mecklenburg; 
and after difcharging that funftion with dig- 
nity and fuccefs, he was recalled to his own 
country^ in order to take upon him the admi- 
niftration of the finances.. While he refided 
in England, he fpent great part of his time in 
the ftudy of trade and manufachires ; and the 
knowledge which he acquired in thofe branches, 
he now moft fuccefefuUy applies to the improve- 
ment of his own country, and the fervice of the 
duke his mafter. When he came to tiie admini- 
ftration there was fcarce a manufadure in the 
country ; but fipce that time he has erefted ma- 
ny. The duke's troops are now cloathed from 
head to foot with the manufadures of his own 
territories. Fabrics of cloth, leather, caps,llocko 
ings, &c. have been erefted in divers places, all 
owing to the baron's affiduity and encourage- 
joient. Befides the promoting of manufaAures, 
he is employed in draining lakes, or in fuch ads 
of cultivation as meliorate the lands and improve 
vegetation. In Ihort, he is indefatigable in his 
department to fuch a degree, that he fecms to 
have impaired his health, which at beft is not 
extraordinary, being of a tender conftitution. 
As he has made himfelf mailer of every thing 
that forms the minifter, the duke places an 
entire confidence in him^ which fo far from 
a.bufing, he renders fubfervient to hisi. great 
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aim of doing all the good Ec^can, and promot- 
ing the real interefts of his prince and country* 
Baron Bulow, mafter of the horfe, is dc- 
icenckd from a very noble family in Mecklen* 
burg. He is of a middling ftaturc, comely fea- 
tures, and dark complexion. His inclination 
led him early into the army, and for many 
yekrs he was in the Imperial fervice. He made 
feveralr^campaigns in Italy, where he diftin- 
guiflxed himfclf at the engagement near 
Bitonto; he was afterwards dangeroufly 
wounded in Bohemia, at the famous battle of 
Czaflaw. At length age and. infirmities oblige 
ed him to quit the army, and retire to hii 
own country, where he obtained of the court 
of Strelitz this eafy and agreeable employ* 
ment. Bleft with an excellent wife, he h2s 
two fons and three daughters. One of hi$ 
fons is equerry to prince Erneft ; another, I 
think, is at his ftudies. His daughters are al} 
- happily married ; the eldeft in Franconia, to 
the count of Lichtenfteinj another in Stre- 
litz, to captain Norman ; and a third alfo ia 
Strelitz, to baron Oertz. The two latter arc 
among the chief ornaments of this town. 
Baron Bulow is a valuable gentleman, has a 
generous foul, great politenefs, with a readi- 
nefs to oblige. He i^eaks but broken French, 
yet is fond of expreiEng himfelf in that lan- 
guage* He Slshis poft with great honour, 
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and feems to have no fmall ihzte in the confi- 
dence of his prince. 

I come now to the court ladies. Madam de 
Kofboth is defceijded from a noble family in 
Saxony, of the name of Keller, and was borti 
at Campcn in that eleftorate. Early in life fhe 
entered into the fervice of the princeli of 
Zerbft, and was afterwards married to a noble* 
man of Mecklenburg, viz. M. de Kofboth, great 
htintfman and gentleman of the bed-chamber 
tb the duke of Strelitz. She has been fome- 
tihie a widow, but continues to live at court, 
where flie is beloved and gready relpefted. 
Though fomewhat advanced in years, flie has 
ftill a great fliare of chdrms. Her form i^ 
genteel and elegant, her features regular, hef 
mien and air engaging. She is courteous and 
affable, extremely good-humoured, and a per- 
tcA miftreft of politenefs. Long trained to a 
tourt,"* flie treads that critical ftage with cafe ; 
and in all her aftions difplays her breeding, 
good-fenfe, and knowledge of the wOfld. 

Mademoifelle de Rauchbar was bOrti of a 
iioble family, in the principality of Waldeck ; 
her father was prefident of the colleges, a poft 
which he filled with great integrity and ho- 
nour. The prefent lady, his daughter, entered 
into the fervice of the grand-mother df the 
reigning duke of Strelitz, and aftertrards 
iv^s hear the princefsf of Schwaftzburg, M^ 
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tcr to the faid diikc*s graod-moth^r. Henec 
you may gather that this bdy cannot be ini 
the bloom of life j I believe Ihe is not much 
more thafl feventy, yet flie is ftiU mademoi- 
felle ; aad fo fte would continue to be, were 
(he an hundredf and never married. Time 
has committed fomc ravages on her features, 
which twenty or thirty years ago were per- 
haps more attraiEling. She is tall, in good 
pKght, of a brown complexion, and healthy 
countenance^ Sj\e has qualities far fuperior to 
beauty ; qualities which will never fade, but 
laft till the diffolution of the frame they ani- 
mate* Her mind is adorned with every valu- 
able accomplilhment No lady c;aa have more 
true pi^ty, »or be a greater obferver of every 
duty of religion. Difengaged fi'om all trifles, 
ihe may be reaUy deemed a pattern of mo* 
iJefty and goodnefs. She is extremely civil 
and obli^ng, and far more chearful than one 
could expeft from a lady of her years. I 
have the pleafure of playing with her almoft 
every night at whift; and it is impoffible to ex- 
prefe withliow much temper and good-humouf 
fee acte her part. The duke himfelf, though 
at another table, cannot forbear laughing, 
when he hears her cry out, hubpfch kerles^ that 
h^fretty fellows! a certain fign that fhe has been 
fo fortunate as to get honours. Though it be 
not cuftomary to drink healths, flie generally 
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breaks througfa the rule to drink to me ; ahd I 
get as near to her as I can at table, to enjoy her 
innocent and agreeable converfation. She is 
an enemy to idlcnefs, and the mifemployment 
^f time. I never go into her apartment, but 
i find her maids at fome needle or cmbroidery- 
W'ork, in which fhe feems to be very ingenious. 
Though flue ufes little or no exercife, only 
coming down flairs twice a day to her meals, 
yet (he has very good health, and eats with an 
excellent appetite. This I have often wondered 
at.; and it can be owing to nothing elfe but 
the goodnefs of the air. In fhort, mademoi- 
felle de Rauchbar is, in my opinion, a no fmall 
ornament of this court. 

IVIademoifelle Dewitz is fifter to my friend 
the baron ; fo that I have no occafion to fiiy 
any thing of her family. She feems to be 
about thirty-three years old^ of a middling 
fize, but rather too much embonpoint. Her 
complexion is fair and delicate, her features 
pretty regular, and a perpetual fmile in her 
countenance I really believe fhe is one of the 
chearfuileft women living. No lady is better 
bred, nor behaves with greater politenefs. The 
fweetnefs of her temper renders her extremely 
amiable; and in this, as well as in feveral other 
refpeds, fhe greatly refembles her brother. 
She has a noble air and mien, and a gaiety of 
difpofition, entirely adapted to the pleafures 
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of the court. Yet flie has not negleftcd to im- 
prove her mind, being miftrefo of many ac- 
complifliments, which render her converfation 
extremely entertaining. I have the honour 
of playing at cards with her every evenings 
in the fame party with mademoifelle Rauchbar 
and madam Kofboth ; and who fo happy as I^ 
when with this agreeable fett! 

Mademoifelle Seltzer is maid of honour to 
the duke's fitter, arid was formerly governefs 
to that princefs and to our moft gracious 
queen. Hence you may perceive that this 
mademoifelle, no more than my favourite 
mifs Rauchbar, is not very young. I take 
her by conje<5lure, for one cannot afk a lady's 
age, to be at leaft turned of fifty. She is def- 
cended from a noble family in the country of 
Wirtenberg, and entered early into the fer- 
vice of the mother of the reigning duke of 
Strelitz. As the princefs <Joes not come out 
of her apartment in the evening, mifs Selt- 
zer ftays to keep her highnefs company ; fo 
that I have not an opportunity of conver* 
fing with her fo often as with the other ladies. 
Her perfon is not much in her favour, being 
rather low fized. This deficiency is amply 
compenfated by the good qualities of her mind, 
which endear her to all her acquaintance. It 
may be truly faid, that flie is the pink of po- 
litenefs and complaifance : I fcarce ever faw 
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h€r eqxkdl j yet there is bo affcAation in her } 
Ihe really means to oblige, and the civility 
qf her deportment is founded in £lnceri-» 
ty. She is endowed with all moral virtues, 
with mildnefs and goodnefi of heart beyond 
cxpreffion. The charms of a court h^ve not 
the lead hold on her n^ind; true piety and 
religion engrofi all her aSionSt Ne^t to 
God, her a^eftions are devoted to the prin- 
ce(s, whom ihe ferves with attachment and 
fidelity, and who has a great regard for her 
virtues. 

M* Seip, chancellery counfellor, and archiva- 
rius, is one of the moft refpeftable perfpns at 
this court. He is a native of the principality of 
Waldeck, and of a very good faqiily. For fona« 
time he refided at Gottingen, as profeffor ex- 
traordinary of civil law, from whence he re- 
moved to Roftock) where he figured in th^ ftimf 
capacity. Hi? abilities r^ifed him to thi? ho- 
nourable poft of fyndic to the ftat^s of the pro- 
vince ; and at length to the emptoymcpt which 
be now enjoys und^ this governj^qnl. H^ 
fccms to be about forty ye^urs old, % vfFf hapd* 
fome perfon, fine open cquntenajjyqe^^ florid 
comple:pon, and moft agreeable carriage, \i^ 
is extremely poHte and aSaUc, has ^ %ir of 
probity and franknefs, an ^xtra^ordin{i?y • vi' 
V2w:ity, great facility of expreffing hU^^^t 
with an uncomxQoi^ qiiic;kn«& of cgpo^p^io^ 
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The French language is as faniiliar to him, as if 
he were a native of that kingdom. ^ In moft 
branches of polite literature he. is extremely 
well verfed ; but he excels chiefly in the know-* 
kdge of the Imperial law, and the municipal 
inftitutions of this countrjr. His afliduity and 
addrefs in bufinefs have procured him the 
duke's efteem, fo as to be appointed com- 
miflioner every year from his highnefs to the 
diet or ftates of the province. There he exerts 
thofe abilities which have rendered him fo 
confpicuous, a manly eloquence, a fiirprifing 
calmnefs of temper, and a confummate know-* 
ledge of public bufinefs. One of my firft vi- 
fits was to this gentleman ; and the reception I 
met with was extremely polite. His lady is a 
moft agreeable well-bred woman ; by whom he 
has feveral children. His eldeft fon, about ten 
years of age, isa furprifing genius, fpeaks French 
perfe<My well, underfiands the claflics, and has 
acquired feveral other accomplifliments under 
Ixis father's inftruftion. 

I have already given you a flight account 
of M. Reinhard ; you fliall now have the -fi- 
gure at full length. My intimacy with this 
gentleman is very great, and I am proud of 
the honour of his acquaintance. He was born 
at Strelitz, and his father was a civilian 
and court counfellor. 1 cannot tell his age; 
but he feems to be near forty. He has ano- 
ther brother, a very polite ingenious gentle- 
VoL. I. Bb man. 
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man^ who has jnft obtained a civil eniplo^^ 
ment under his highnefs at Rat^bfirg. Hiai 
ftature h abc^ut th^ tniddk fise, bis cotnpk^^ 
on brdWn, and he is inai^iEed with the finally 
pox: he has a livdy eye; but tipdn the 
^hole rather a fenfible than ei^aging phy- 
fidgnomy^ From th^ nffiduity of his fti«lie^ 
ke feems to have codtra^ed an air of Mff^ 
Be& and aufterityf yet vsrhen you come to 
converfe with him, you find him open ind 
eoraplaifanv ^nd iH eVery reTpdft the polite 
gentleman. His health does n^t feem to be 
of the beft, for which reafdn he rides out ohtitf 
and Is remarkably fbbeir and abflemibus; Be-* 
iides the learned Itoguages, he freaks itioft tyB 
the modem, German, Dutch, EngUfh, French^ 
Spanifli^ and Italian^ There ate few per6)h* 
in Germany, or perhaps^ iii Europe, of fucht 
folid extenfive leamingi having early diftitt- 
guiflied himfelf id poliie literature, philofophy, 
and jurifprudence^ His celebrated treatife Of 
Gptimifm gained him the prise of a gold me- 
dal from the Acadenf^y 6f Sciences at 'Berliii r 
tiie medal 19 one of the krgeft ever given oh 
filch oceafion, being in value about 2jfl. fter-' 
Eng. He wrote a great deal ih the J^a Erudi^ 
toruntf and his ftriftures havie been refpefted 
as mafter-pieces of criticifm. t fliall give yous 
a lift of his printed pieces, which have beenr 
all received with^ great applaufe, and frdhi 
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whence you may form fome idea of his con- 
ilimmate abilities. 

1. A Differtation on Optimifm, which won 
the prize of the Royal Academy of Berlin in 
1755. (In French.) 

2, A Colleftion of German poems, printed 
the firft time at Gottingen in 1756, and the 
fecond time at Roftock in 1760. 

g, A Colleftion of German Poems, printed 
at Butzow in 1762. 

4. Reflections on Liberty, printed at Berlin 
in 1762. (In French.) 

5. Metaphyfical Inquiries on the Laws of 
Motion. Printed at Berlin in 176/^. (In French.) 

6. Three Colleftions of Mifcellanies in Profe 
and Verfe. (In French.) 

7. Refle^ons on the DoArinc of the Roman 
Catholics, concerning the Authority of the 
Church, cxtrafted from a Latin. Programma 
of Dr. Oufius at Leipfic. (In French.) 

9. Critical Remarks on Profeflbr Nettle- 
blad's Syftem of Pofitive Laws, at Hallo. (la 
German.) 

9. A Colleftion of Polemical Trafts, relating 
to the Diflertation on Optimifm. (In German.) 

10. A Colledion of Philofophical Trafts 
publiflied in 1753 ^^^ 1754. (}^ German.) 

11. A great variety of Tra^s and Memoirs, 
publiflied in the J^a Eruditorumy the Journal 
^ncyclopedique^ and fcveral other Journals and 
literary Gaacttes, in Germany^ 

Bb a M. 
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M. Schcvcn, counfellor of the Exchequer, is 
a gentleman fomewhat advanced in years, but 
chearful and facetious, and for his generpfity 
does honour to Mecklenburg^ His perfon is 
comely and agreeable ; and when he wa« 
young, he muft have been a very handfome 
man. He lives in one of the beft houfes ia 
Strelitz, the corner of Palace-ftreet, where he 
likes to fee his friends, and gives them a hear- 
ty welcome. By his lady, who is a moft agree- 
able perfon, he. is bleft with k numerous iffue. 
Having been often preffed to come and fee 
him, I went twice or thrice ; but I muft con- 
fefs I dread to fet foot any more within his 
threfhold. No gentleman in this town has 
fuch a variety of excellent wines, and none 
more free and liberal of them. I think I 
reckoned fourteen or fifteen different forts; 
and he is uneafy unlets you drink of each. Be- 
fides, it is difficult to get away; fo that his hof^ 
pitality is often productive of intemperance. 
I love and refpeA M. Scheven, but fliun his 
houfe, and content myfelf with feeing him at 
court, where he frequently dines. 

M. Gerling, Chancery-counfellor, is a hand- 
Tome man, but* fomewhat too corpulent. 
He is reckoned a profound civilian, and 
thoroughly acquainted with the municipal 
laws of this province. In his department 
he makes a confiderable figure ; in converfii- 
tion rather cold than entertaining j but he 
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k obliging and complaifant, of a very humane 
difpofition, and, upon the whole, a man of 
great honour and integrity. 

His brother, the rev. M. Gerling, is reftor of 
the parifh of New Strelitz. In temper there 
is a great diflference between the two brothers ; 
the redor being of a chearful, gay difpofition, 
and the lawyer very grave and referved. The 
reftor is a man of genteel deportment, found 
learning, and exemplary piety. Both the bro- 
thers dine occafionally at court, and I am 
very happy in the pleafure of their converfa- 
tion, 

M. Winnemer, counfellor of the Exchequer, 
is eminent in his profeffion. His perfon is not 
the moil ftriking, but his manners are polite, 
and fliew him the complete gentleman. In 
fenfe and learning he is not deficient. Public 
bufinefs he underftands extremely well, and 
may be depended upon for his judgment and 
folidity* He is a man of very good fortune, 
and is building a new houfe, which when fi- 
niflied, will be the beft in the whole town of 
Strelitz. His lady, madam Winnemer, is a 
mofl: agreeable, well-bred woman. * Her fize is 
rather low, but fhe is of a genteel ihape and 
appearance. Her complexion is fomewhat flor 
rid, and flie feems to have generally a bluHii 
in her cheeks. In affability iahd politenefs 
flie has few equals ; and not many her fupe- 
riors in underfianding and good feufe, She has 
Bb3 the 
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the happincfe of being a favourite of the prin*, 
ccfs, who is a very good judge of merit. Her 
highnefs feldom takes an airing without thi^ 
lady^ or plays at cards, but flie k of the par- 
ty. This confidence flie never abufes, nor 
docs fhc feem to be elated by courtly favour. 
Hence is £he refpeded by every body for her mo- 
dcfkYf good nature, and other virtuous accons* 
plifhments. 

Baron Gentzkow, firil gendeman of the bed** 
chamber, is a tall likely man, of a ruddy com- 
plexion, and robufl coaftitution. His manners 
are polite, his addrefs eafy, his air and mien 
becoming a man of cpiality. He doe^ not feem 
to have fhining parts, but a great fhare of 
good iienfe, and fblidity of judgment. He is 
the foodeft of exerdft of any gepdeman I 
have feen in this country, few days pafling but 
he rides out on horieba^ Court attendance 
does not appear to be his tafte { for he likes 
neither cards nor dancing, and in ihort none 
but manly exercifes. His conv)er£iti<m is fen^ 
fible, confined to fpw words hut thofe weighed 
in the fcak of folidity. 

Dr. Hempel is the duke's pbhyfidan extra- 
ordinary, with the title of Laml Phyftcusj or 
phyfician to the country ; that is, the duke 
jpiUows him a falary for givii^ his advice and 
affiftance to his neceffitous fubjeds. The dac» 
tor is a moft amiable gendeman, between Mtf 
und fixty, of an agreeable afped, and thcii 
6 habit 
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li^l^it of body. Hp is ^cetious ia ponver- 
i»|3pn, pver cj^ejtrful, w»4 of * moft happy 
te^iper. His abilities as H phyfipian are uni^ 
verfelly alloweij, ?md |iave raife<i him to a ^igft 
degree of efteem bot]> with the foyereigp anjj 
his fubjefts. pis m?rary ^ copious and well, 
chofen, particuljirly with regard to book? 
in his own profeflion- Np man can be j^ofc 
tgpder ?midaflidupu§ ip th? care of his patie^sj 
^nd he is faid tp, h^ve th^ jbappiaefs of beinig 
yery fuccefeful ia th^ h^ing art. By his lady, 
who has been fpmetim# d-CCfafrd, he has an 
only daughter, of whom hff is moft paflionatg- 
ly fond. She is ji^ke-d very deferving of his 
affection, being poflfefifcd of ^v.ery good quaUty 
that ean endear >er fo '^ parent. As to her 
perfbo, ihp is rather underrfi?;ed, and has a 
littk too ro«(ch entbpn^o'mtt otherwife a fine 
young lady} foy fhe has a very good face, a 
ftinlilpe polifhed ivory, lovely black eyes, and 
a fettled finile on her cojintenance. Her 
temper is the happieft in the WprW, and no 
child can be more dutiful to a father, Her 
acquired accoippliihments are great; fhe dances 
gracefully, fmgs well, and plays admirably 
on the harpfichord. J have had the pleafurc 
of vifiting her ^ore than once in company 
with M. Beinhard, who attends her with fome 
ifliduity; and if I can judge from circumftances 
(for he has" faid nothing to n>e himfelf ) he 
nays his addreffes to'this young lady, 

Bb4 Sa^<?" 
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Baron Boehmen, geiltleman of the bed-cham- 
ber, is of a noble fiamily, much refpeftcd in this 
<;ountry. Few gentlemen have a more grace- 
ful figure, handfomer features, or a more 
noble carriage. None furpafs him in aftivity, 
whether in dancing, fencing, riding, or any 
Other manly exercife. He is very good-natur- 
ed and obliging, and of a moft chearful lively 
difpofition ; but he has the misfortune of la- 
bouring under a hefitation of fpeech, which 
greatly diminifhes the pleafure one would 
otherwife enjoy in the company of fo fenfible 
and agreeable a gentleman. 

M. Koflboth, a gentleman of the bed-cham^ 
ber, is nephew to madam Kofboth, one of the 
ladies of honour. He is a young gentleman 
of a very amiable difpofition, but remarkably 
modeft, and of few words. His ftature is 
low, his complexion fair, his confl:itution de- 
licatev He does not want fenfe, but it is 
obfcxired by his taciturnity; for had he but 
a little more afiurance, he would make a 
much better figure. Not long ago he went 
over to England, ^here he learned the lan- 
^age, which he fpeaks tolerably well. His 
lady is low - flzed, like himfelf, but makes 
up in good - nature and agreeable accom*^ 
pliflim^nts, what flie wants in ftature. She 
has a fweet pretty face, a fine complexion, and 
» moft winning carriage. Upon the whole, they 
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feem to be a happy couple, and formed both 
in body and mind for each other. 

Baron Pleffe is captain of the guards, and 
equerry to the duke. His family is one of the 
moft eminent in Mecklenburg. In perfon he 
is very agreeable, being of a good fize, fair 
complexion, regular features, and a manly 
countenance. He is reckoned a very able of- 
ficer, and few furpafs him in courage. A vein 
of good-humour is diflFufed through all his ac* 
tions, and he is a true friend to focial mirth. 
I reckon him about five or fix-and-thirty, the' 
his complexion gives him ftill a younger ap- 
pearance. He accompanied prince Charles of 
Mecklenburg into England, where he learnt a 
little of the language ; and he afterwards went 
over with the fame prince into Portugal, to- 
wards the end of the laft war. Upon his re* 
turn he was preferred to the poft he now 
holds, the duties of which he fulfils with the 
utmoft exa£lnefs. 

^ Baron Oertz, gentleman of the bed-chamber, 
13 defcended from one of the beft and molt 
ancient families in this country. He feems 
to be about five-and-thirty, is rather under- 
sized, and marked with the fmall-pox.' But 
he has an air of probity and candour equal to 
any advantage of external appearance. In 
^s behaviour he is affable and genteel. Hq 
talks a good deal, and likes company and 
ezxds, Hi$ hoyfe i3 one of the beft in the 
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town, open to his friends, whom he treat$ 
with liberality and elegance. He underftands 
fcycral languages, particularly French and Ita- 
lian, but is not equally fluent in fpeaking thenu 
Good-nature and affability are his characbiif- 
tics ; and by what I can obferve, his heart i« 
fufceptible of the highefi lentiments of friend-* 
ihip. Providence has blefled him with a very 
amiable lady, a daughter of the baron Bujow, 
by whom he has feveral children. 

There is a younger brother of baron Oerts, 
one of tho beft natured gentlemen in the 
world, and pofleffed of many amiaUe qua« 
lides : Affable and generous to a very high 
degree, open and communicative, and en* 
<leavouring to oblige, as much as lies in hU 
power. His fize is rather diminutive ; but he 
has a handfome face, a noble air, and an un- 
eommon fliare of vivacity. The French and 
Italian languages are quite fanuliar to him; 
he dances, fences, and rides well; and is 
thoroughly qualified for courtly emj^oy- 
ment. As there is no vacancy here at pre^ 
fent, he talks of fetting out very foon for Zell, 
in order to enter into the fervice of prince 
Erneft of Mecklenburg. I heartily wifli hi« 
fucccfs in whatever he undertakes ; atid tf in- 
tegrity, gcnerofity, and honour arc any re* 
commendation in this age, he will certainly 
meet with encouragement. 

Bar^ 
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Baron Norman is gentleman of the bed- 
chamber, and captain of the guards ; the no* 
bility of his defcent is the leaft part of his 
merit. He is about forty, of a handfome fize 
and make, has a manly countenance, and en- 
gaging deportment. Generous and free in his 
difpofition, he takes a pleafure in ferving his 
friends. In tem5)er he is very happy; ex-^ 
preffing the ferenity of his mind by a con- 
flant fmile in his countenance. His coniHtution 
feemi to be very robuft; and he is a great 
difciplinarian, having been in the fcrvice of 
the king of Pruflia, that celebrated mafter of 
the military art His good conduft and abi- 
lities have greatly recommended him to the 
duke, who feldom goes on any p^y of 
pleafure, but the baron muft be one. He ge- 
nerally plays at cards^ in the evening with hi$ 
highnefe ; and indeed, no officer can be more 
deferving of a princess favour. He has tlic 
happinefs of being married to an accompliih- 
ed lady, a daughter of baron Bulow, and Af- 
ter of madam Oertz : he has had fome children ; 
and is likely to be father of a numerous femily. 
The ladies of the two laft-mentioned noblemen 
are two fifters, whqfe pftrfonal charms would do 
honour to any court in Europe. The elder is 
madam Norman, the younger madam Oertz. 
They are daughters of baron Bulow. Nature 
has bellowed on thefe ladies every charm, 
every grace to adorn their perfons. There is 
a fweetnefs painted in their faces, and difiufed 
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thro' all their aftions. Their ftature is tall, their 
Ihape elegant, their frame delicate, and their 
features exaftly regylar. Their fldn is of a lovely- 
white with a rofy tint; their eyes animated 
with a celeftial brightnefs. But beauty is 
not their principal ornament ; they have 
ftiidied to improve their minds, and to ac- 
<)uire every amiable accomplifhment. Their 
mien and their carriage are noble, and their 
converfation lively. They dance with an in- 
comparable air, and attraft every eye by their 
graceful movements. Such is the refemblance 
between them, as that between two full-blown 
rofes, or two ftars in the firmament I might 
fay of them what the famous fignor Zappi 
fays of two nymphs, that were they to enter 
into a competition with Venus on mount Ida, 
Paris would be confounded, and either divide 
the apple among them, or the caufe muft re- 
main undecided. 

Due ninfe emule al voItOj e allafavella 
Muovon del pari il ftCf fnuovono ilcanfo^ 
Vaghe cofi^ che Vuna allaltra a canto 
Rofa con rofa far^ ftella con ft ell a. 

Nonfaiy fe quella a quefta^ o quefta a quella 
Toglia^ non togUa di beltade tl vanto\ 
Efuoi ben dir : nulP ultra i bell a tanto ; 
Ma non f mi dir dilor) quefta epiu bella. 

So 
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Se innanzt alfaftorello in Ida affifo 
Simil coppia giungea i Venernonfora 
La vincitrice al paragon del vifo^ 

Ma qual di quejle avrebbe vinto allora ? 
Nolfo : Paride il porno avria divijpi 
la gran lite penderebbe dncora. 

But although the refemblance be fo very 
ftrong, they have ftill fome diftinguifliing 
features. Madam Norman is a little taller than 
her filler Oertz, with more colour, and a better 
complexion. Madam Oertz is more delicately 
ihaped, and more lively in her talk ; but has 
not fo languilhing a look, nor fo winning a 
countenance. Oertz is agreeable, Norman 
lovely; Oertz is fparkling, Norman folid; 
Oertz is gay, Norman good-humoured ; Oertz 
is complaifant, Norman aflfeftionate ; Oertz is 
fprightly and carelefs, Norman fenfible and ju- 
dicious ; Oertz affeds a fuperiority from her 
charms^ Norman appears ignorant ,of her per- 
fedions. The one llrikes you with her vivacity, 
the other charms you with her judgment ; the 
one raifes your furprize, the other gains your 
efteem ; you are amufed in company with one, 
you are in raptures with the other; on one 
you look with complacency, on the other 
with admiration; one attrafts the eye, the 
odier affeds the heart ; one amufes as a por-» 
trait, the other triumphs as a beauty. 

There 
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There are fevcral other kdics at Stf'clitz, 
admired for their charms and good fenfe by all 
thofe who have the honour of their acquaint- 
ance. 

Madam de Bamewitz is a widow lady, who 
came lately to Strelitz, at the duke's particular 
invitation. She is daughter to the count of 
Schulenburgy and niece to the counted of De- 
litss, in London, a near relation of lady Chef* 
terfield. She is middle-aged, has large but a^ 
greeable features, and a grac^ul prefence. H^ 
complexion is florid, and flie is rather too 
replete : but her good-nature and afebility ren-» 
der her tryly eilimable, and prove her then 
woman of quality. I have often experienced 
her civility, in fhewing me her cabinet of cu- 
rioiities, enriched with a choice collc^oa of 
Greek and Homan medals. 

Madam Vpfs is a lady fomewhat advanced 
in yearsi but more in good fenfex and folidity^ 
Her iise and Ibape are genteel, her manner 
engaging, and in her youth ihe muft have bad 
charms^ which arc now on the decay. But 
her umkrftanding and good fenfe make her 
ample amends. She has had the misfortone 
of being deeply involved in law-fuits with 
her relations, which have impaired her for- 
tune, without difturbing the tranquility of her 
mind. Her daughter madam K. is married 
to a nobleman in Berlinf from whence fhc 
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Ihafees frequent excurfions to fee her mothen 
She is a tall handfome lady, very fprightly 
and gay, and poffefled of a great ftock of wit 
and good-humotir. The duke feems to have 
a great regard for her. She was juft come off 
her journey one evening, and intended to re-^ 
tiMrn the next day to Berlin. His highne& wa* 
informed of it, and invited her to come t0 
court. She begged to be excufird on account of 
her drefs, which was only a riding-habit 5 the 
duke made anfwer, her drefs fliould be over* 
looked, and fte was obliged to make her ap« 
pearance. His highnefs chatted and laughed 
^th her afterwards the whole evening, much 
beyond his ufual degree of gaiety. 

M. Jacobi, a learned civilian, and member 
of the privy-council, is a very oid fervant of 
this government ; but infirmities and age have 
quite difabled him from farther attendance.. 
He ftill continues to enjoy his friary, as a re* 
icrard for paft fervices. 

There is a gentleman employed by this court 
to write a news-paper, in the nature of our 
Evening Chronicles. His name is Krohn, and he 
comes from the Palatinate, He is faid to be of 
a good family, and has undergone many vicUS- 
tudes as a projedlor, in feveral parts of Gcnria* 
ny. At length he offered his fervice at thi* 
court, and ba'ron Dewitz pitched upon him as a 
proper perfon to manage a news-paper, which 
tomes out twice a^ week. He is a jolly portly 

man. 
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man, of a florid complexion. His learning H 
not contemptible, and he has a great deal of 
ready wit. He is very fond of talking Latin, 
but I diflike to hear him, becaufe he exprefles 
himfelf with fuch barbaroufnefs and inelegance. 
However, I am much obliged to him ; for he is 
very complaifant ; and often fiirnifhesme with 
anecdotes. I call him the Intelligencer, and 
ihall more than once have occafion to mention 
him. 

My friend counfellor Reinhard has obferved 
that the army is generally the hobby-horfe of 
the German princes. This I cannot fay of his 
highnefs the duke of Strelitz ; he has toomuch 
fenfe to think of fwelling himfelf beyond his 
natural ftrength, and therefore is content to 
maintain fuch a number of foldiers as he thinks 
fufficient to guard his perfon, and preferve the 
pifblic tranquility. The military ftate con^s 
only of five companies of foot, and one troop 
of life-guards, and a few huflars. The men 
are all as fine -looking fellows as ever I be- 
held, well clad in blue after the Pruffian man^ 
ner, and trained to the fame difcipline. They 
go through their exercife every morning on the 
Parade, and it is a pleafure to fee how dexter- 
oufly they perform their feveral manoeuvres 
and evolutions. 

The chief oflEicer, colonel Cramm, is far ad- 
vanced in years, fo that he feldom comes to 
<;ourt, He is a worthy old gentleman, but 
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very infimL For his honour, bravery, and in- 
tegrity,, he is {nucfa r c fpcftc d both by the dnkc 
and thofe under Ws command. 

Major Rebcur 4s a ^ntleman near fifty, 
of a noble fanftSy, and French extraftibn. 
He is a portly ^andfectie man, very affkblc 
and obliging. He fcrved long under the 
king of Pnlffia, and was refpefted for his 
abilities. The duke has iatdy taken feveral 
Fruflian officers intd Mb Ifervice, and granted 
them great encouragentient. Major Rebeur is 
made governor of New Brandenburg, where 
he behaves with prUdeMk:^) aind gives general 
fatisfkdion* 

The duke has « veiy good b&nd of mufic. 
The two woimen fisg^pd, Coghoen and Sonnen, 
are Italiaot, and exccSent performers. They 
are both married to Germans^ The former is 
allowed 500 crowns a year, the latter 300, 
with their board; the mafter of the chapel 
400, the reft 150 each. And fince I am upon 
the article of fajaries, I will give you thofe 
of the militaty and civ3 officers ; only I muft 
put you 6nce more iii mind, that a dol- 
lar, in this country, goes as far as a pound 
fterling in London. 



Vot. I, ^ Cc Colonel 
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DoUart, 

Colonel Cramm^ ■ 50 per menf. 

Major Rebeur ■ , .. 40 

A captain — . - ■ „ , ■ . go 

A lieutenant ■ ■ ■ ■ , 18 

An enfign ., : '.^— — _ 12 

A feijeant . i •^ ^ 6 

A corporal ^ — ■ ■ ■ . 5 

A foot foldier -^-p— - 2 | 

Baron Zefterfleth, marflial of the 

court — — — — — 2000 per ann. 

Baron Dewitz, privy-counfeUor, 2000 
M.Jacobi, privy- counfellor, • — 1200 
M. de Bulow, mafter of the horfe, 600 
M. Seip, privy-cQunfellor, — — 1000 
Counfellors of the Exchequer 800 

Counfellor Reinhard ~ <ioQ 

M. Siemfen — — ; — 600 

M. Gelling --« — ■ » \ ■ 500 

Baron Genzkow, jSrft gentleman 

of the bed-chamber, . ■ ^— ^pp 
Baron Bo^hmen i > 1 — -^.-^—^od 
The gentlemen of the b?4-cham- 

ber, each, - t . ■ — 3,50 

Body phyficiaQ -r^ 400 

"Valets de chambre, each, , 159 

The rev. M. Mafch, fuperintend. 1500 
M. Gerling, pallor of New Strelitz, 6oq 
^."Egger, paftor of Old Strelitz, 400 
The expence of the duke's table 

i? eftimated ^t ■■ ■^' — 24,000 per ann. 

In 
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tft my introdu£don to the Hiftory of Van* 
daiia, I have under-rated the revenues of thd 
duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, making them 
amount to no more than 250,000 rix dol- 
lars per annum. I am told here that they 
are 300,000 ; and baron Dewit^ aflures me, 
that in nine or ten years time the duke's re-^ 
venue will in confequence of the improvements 
now on foot be more than doubled. 

I fliall on another occafion mention to yoii 
the feveral fources from whence thefe revenues 
arife, when I come to ^enquire into the con-* 
ititution apd internal oeconomy of the country* 
^t is time now to put an end to this long 
letter ; hut left I Ihould forget, I will mention 
a word or two concerning fome rules obferved 
at court* 

1. None hwt perfbns o^ noble birth, or qua- 
lified by funftion or employment, are ad-* 
mitted to court. M. Reinhard, for exam- 
ple, and M. Verpoorten, are qualified as 
court counfellors; and all gentlemen of the 
army by their employment : but indeed of late 
none but the nobleflfe are raifed to the degree of 
officers. The clergy are likewife admitted at 
this court, but not at that of Schwerin; yet. 
they never fay grace, this ceremony being al- 
ways performed by a page in livery. 

2. The wives of perfons qualified only by 
function or employment^ are not admitted to 
cpurt, unlefs they themfelves be of noble 

C c 2 defcent. 
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defcetit This is a great mortification to many 
worthy ladies, that their hufbands ihall h^ve 
the privilege of goin^ to court, and the 
women be obliged to ftay at home. For as. 
there are no play-houfes in thtf town, all their 
diverfions feem to center in the concerts an<J 
aflemblies held at court 

3* The times appointed regularly few* concerts 
and aflemblies, arc Wednefdays and Sundays, 
at fix in the evening.. For all over Germany, 
and indeed in moft parts of Europe, whether 
Papifts or Proteftants, they look upon the fab- 
bath, how juftly I will not pretend to fay, a^ 
finifhed after evening fervice, and then they in* 
dulge themfelves in innocent recreations. The 
nobility of both fexes^ come to court about fix, 
when the concert begins, which lafts till nine^ 
During the whole time they play at cards, feve- 
ral tables being fpread for that purpofe in the^ 
grand faloon. Sometimes there is a ball on^ 
thofe nights, and then one part of the company 
dances, while the other plays at cards. 

4. Strangers of anydifldnaion have the duke^s 
coaches to wait upon them, alt the time they 
ftay here, for which they pay no Other acknow- 
ledgment than a piftole upon going away* j 
and the fame is obferv^d at other courts itt 
Germany. 

♦ This piftole 18 for the coachman and livery-fer- 
vants that wait upoA ftrangers. 

And 
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Attd now I am upon the fubjeft of courts, I 
fhall condudc this long cpiftlc with the follow- 
ing remarks of the count dc B. on the moft ne- 
ceffary qualifications of a. courtier. ** A courtier; 
faid he to me in a late converfation, fhould 
above all things be civil, and ready to oblige. 
Civility confifts chiefly in behaving with decen- 
cy or fuitablenefs to chara^er, and with afiabi- 
lity or eafinefs of accefs. Decency is relative 
to voice, countenance, and drefs. The voice 
fhould not be raifed too loud ; the expreffions 
Ihould be clear and elegant ; the countenance 
frank and open ; and the gefture eafy and na- 
tural : in regard to drefe, it fliould not be ridicu- 
louffy tawdry, but neat and handfome. Afiabi- 
lity confifts in giving a kind reception to per- 
fons who have bufinefs with us, and in Ihewing 
them a proper refpeft by external figns and com- 
pliments. A courtier £hould endeavour to con- 
vince thofe with whom he converfes, of his pay- 
ing due attention to what they fay. Helhould 
always anfwer them with mildnefs and good 
temper, and avoid all raillery, elpecially fuchas 
leaves a fting behind it. Facetia qua multum ex 
verotrahuntj acremfui memoriam relinquunt f . Com- 
pliments form apart of affability: this kind 
of civility has its medium and extremes : 
care ihould be taken to avoid all ftraine^ ex- 

f Tacit* 
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preflionSy and to life only fuch as are adapted 
to the fubjeft, and to perfons. A courtier 
ihould fhun all affe^lation, and appearance oi 
vanity. He fiiould exprefs a defire to oblige, 
efpecially his inferiors, being the fure way 
to conciliate their afieftion,'' The count add- 
ed feveral other rules, which it would be tedi- 
ous to mention; and upon my taking the liberty 
to obferve, that I was furprifed fo accomplifti- 
ed a nobleman as himfelf had not been more 
fuccelsful, he finiled, and faid, that the fuccefs 
of courtiers is more owing to hazard than 
abilities, from the capricious difpofition of 
princes *. On which occafion he mentioned 
an inflance of the emperor Si^iihiund, who, in 
anfwer to an old fcourtierV complaining of 
■thenegkd of his long fervices, fhewed him 
two boxes, one of which was filled with gold, 
the other with lead, and bid him chufc 
which he pleafed for his reward : but unfortu- 
nately the poor gentleman pitched upon the box 
filled with lead ; upon which the emperor told 
him, that he muft no longer* blame his prince 
but his ill fortune, in not meeting with the 
juft recompence of his merit. - The count then 

♦ Here he quoted this paflage of Tacitus : Dubitare 
cogor fato nafcendiy ut catera ita principum inclhtatio in 
hoTy offinjio in HIos an fit aHqutd in nojiris confiUis^ UceaP' 
que inter abruptam contumaciam^ CsT deforme obfequium per^ 
gen iter ambitiane ac peri^ulis vacfium. 

.concluded. 
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concluded, that for his part he had llniggled 
long enough with fortune, and that he thought 
it prudent to make a retreat, being now both 
qualified and difpofed to meditate de fuga vmndl 
et contemptu faculL Thus I find, my dear friend, 
that the paths of grandeur are fown with 
thorns, and that they are moft happy whofe 
ambition never leads them into thofe fcenes of 
inquietude. Miferable is the ftate of attend- 
ance and dependance! May heaven preferve 
you and me from it ; and may we with calm- 
xiefs and fafety at land view the diftant perils of 
a troubled ocean! This is the fincere wifli 
Mtd defire of. 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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